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FOREIGN. 


CHARLES  THE  NINTH, 

KING   OF  FRANCE. 
[1560—I574.] 


Tins  Prince  was  only  eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  was  crowned.  His  mother,  Catherine  of 
Medicis,  expreffing  her  apprehcnfions,  that  the 
fatigue  of  the  ceremony  might  be  too  much  for 
him ;  he  replied,  "  Madam,  I  will  very  wil- 
*x  lingly  undergo  as  much  fatigue,  as  often  as 
<€  you  have  another  Crown  to  bellow  upon 
u  me." 

When  the  Conftable  de  Montmorenci  died, 
the  young  Prince  did  not  immediately  name 
another  perfon  to  that  place  of  power  and  con- 

vol,  iv.  2  fequence : 
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ieqirence:  u  I  will/*  laid  he,  "  carry  my  own 
<c  {word  in  future." 

Charles  fpoke  very  much  like  a  perfect  fit  to 
govern,  when  lie  faid  of  himfelf  one  day  to  his 
Mother,  who  wifhed  to  keep  him  under  her 
dire&ion,  *  that  he  would  no  longer  be  kept 
u  in  a  box  like  the  old  jewels  of  the  Crown/' 

In  his  reign  the  infamous  maflacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  was  perpetrated.  The  old  and 
excellent  Chancelier  de  FHopital,  who  was  at 
his  country-houfe  when  it  happened,  exclaimed, 
"  How  execrable  a  meafure  !  I  do  not  know 
4*  who  advifed  the  King  to  confent  to  it ;  but 
€C  I  fear  that  he  will  fuffer  for  it,  as  wrell  as  all 
u  his  kingdom." 

On  the  fatal  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Charles 
£red  with  anarquebufe  from  the  windows  of  the 
Louvre  upon  his  Huguenot  fubje&s,  (who  were 
croffing  the  Seine  in  hopes  to  avoid  the  general 
carnage  and  maffacre)  crying  out  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  fcldiers  that  were  near  him,  "  Fire  I 

One  of  the  great  amufements  of  this  Prince 
was,  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  different  animals 
which  he   met  with,  after  having  paid  the 
5  g  owners 
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owners  of  them  for  their  lofs.  He  was  one 
night  about  to  exercife  the  fame  cruelty  upon 
the  mule  of  M.  de  Lanfac,  who  ftopped  his 
%Majefty  in  his  noble  amufement  by  exclaiming, 
"  Quid  tibi  cum  Mtdo  meo  dijjidium  interceJTit^ 
"  Rex  Chrijlianijfime  tn 

Charles  was  extremely  fond  of  the  exercifes 
of  the  field,  and  wrote  a  treatife  upon  them, 
which  was  publifhed  by  Villeroi  in  1625  with 
this  title  :  "  Ckajfe  Roy  ale  par  Charles  IX" 
He  was  indeed  a  Prince  of  great  activity  of 
body,  and  hated  to  flay  in  the  houfe.  Houfes 
he  ufed  to  call  the  tombs  of  the  living. 

Charles  built  a  forge  near  his  palace  at  Fon- 
tainbleau ;  "  where,"  fays  Brantome,  "  I  have 
"  feen  him  hammer  out  guns,  horfe-fhoes,  and 
K  other  things  in  iron,  as  well  as  the  ftrongefi: 
"  and  molt  expert  fmith." 

He  was  fond  of  coining  money.  Having 
one  day  fhewed  fome  coin  of  his  making  to  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  "  Sire,"  faid  the  latter, 
"  how  happy  it  is  for  you  that  you  always  carry 
"  your  own  pardon  about  you  !"  In  bad  wea- 
ther Charles  ufed  to  fend  for  the  Foetus  that 
were  about  his  Court  into  his  clofet,  and  amufe 
himfelf  with  them.  He  made  good  verfes  him- 

b  2  felf; 
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blfj  many  of  them  are  to  be  found  amongft 
the  Works  of  Ronfard. 

The  following  lines  were  addrefled  by  him 
to  thai  writer ;  in  which,  in  a  very  ele- 
gant manner,  the  empire  of  the  poet  over  the 
minds  of  men,  is  preferred  to  that  of  the 
monarch  over  their  bodies : 

Uart  defaire  des  vers  (dut  on  sJen  indigner) 
Doit  etre  a  plus  haute  prix  que  celui  de  regner. 
Tons  deux  egalement  nous  portons  des  couronnes^ 
Mais  Roy  je  ies  refoisypoete  tu  lesdonnes. 
^Ton  efprit  enjlammi  d?une  coelejle  ardeur 
E date  par  Joi-meme^  £ff  moi  par  ma  grandeur*  - 
Si  du  cote  des  Dieux  je  chercbe  Favantage, 
Ronfard  ejl  leur  mignon^  &  je  fuis  leur  image, 
^Ta  lyre,  qui  ravit  par  de  ft  doux  accsrds^ 
¥*  afer-vit  les  efprits  dont  je  tfai  que  les  carps* 
Elle  iyen  rend  le  maitrc,  &  feait  f  introduire 
Ou  le  plus  fier  tyran  ne  peut  avoir  lyempire4 

Charles  was  generous,,  particularly  to  men  of 
letters.  He  penfioned  and  gave  rich  benefices 
to  Amyot  ,  the  celebrated  tranflator  of  Plutarch, 
who  had  been  his  tutor.  One  of  his  maxims 
was,  that  a  King  fhouki  be  continually  giving  j 
and  that  as  all  the  money  in  the  kingdom  came 
to  Kings,  in  like  manner  as  fmall  rivers  fall  into 
the  Ocean,  they  fnould  again  diftribute  it  ill 
different  channels. 

When 
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When  Charles  was  at  Bourdeaux,  he  pardoned 
a  Nobleman  whom  the  Parliamert  of  that  city 
had  condemned  to  death  for  having  killed  a 
man.    The  King  fent  for  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceafed  perfon,  and  faid  to  her,  "  Madam,  I 
"  truft  that  you  will  likewife  pardon  the  mur- 
"  derer  of  your  hufoand,  and  accept  of  his 
<*  eftate  to  indemnify  you  for  his  lois." — "  Sire/' 
replied  the  high-fpirited  Lady,  "  I  cannot  ac- 
"  cept  of  fo  mean  and  fo  fcandalous  an  indem- 
"  nification.    But  fince  you  are  more  powerful 
"  than  the  laws  and  juftice,  I  intreat  you  to 
"  grant  before-hand  to  my  fon  the  fame  pardon 
w  that  you  have  granted  to  the  murderer  of  his 
*  father,  and  I  fhall,  in  confequence  of  that 
"  pardon  granted  to  him,  bring  him  up  with 
iC  the  hope  that  he  will  revenge,  in  your  place, 
"  the  death  of  his  father,  without  having  any 
"  reafon  to  fear  for  his  own  life/5' 

After  the  accurfed  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Charles  became  wretched  and  melancholy :  he 
continually  imagined  that  he  heard  groans  and 
fhrieks ;  he  loft  all  relhh  for  his  ufual  amufe- 
ments ;  and,  after  a  difeafe  of  a  few  days,  died 
.in  the  molt  horrid  manner,  his  blood  exuding 
through  the  pores  of  his  fkim  Not  long  before 
his  death,  his  mother  (Catherine  de  Medicis) 
s  3  approach* 
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approached  his  bed,  to  tell  him  fome  news 
which  fhe  thought  would  have  roufed  him  from 
his  date  of  languor  and  defpondency.  "  Alas ! 
"  Madam,"  replied  he,  coolly,  "  all  fublunary 
<c  things  are  now  become  quite  indifferent 
"  to  me"  j 
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When  this  execrable  Princefs  landed  at 
Marfeilles,  the  galley  which  carried  her  bore  the 
device. of  the  Sun,  with  thefe  words  in  Greek, 
"  I  bring  light  and  fine  weather."  *  The  events 
of  her  Government  anfwered  very  ill  to  her 
device;  civil  wars,  plots,  confpiracies,  rapine, 
malTacree,  and  murders,  filled  up  the  period 
of  it. 

Catherine  is  reprefented  as  a  Princefs  of  a 
moft  majeflic  prefence,  and  with  great  powers  of 
pleating  in  converfation,  when  (he  chofe  to  exert 
them.  Brantome  reprefents  her  as  being  fond 
of  buffoons,  and  always  ready  to  laugh  at 
their  jokes;  "  for,"  adds  he,  "  de  Jon  naiurel 
"  elle  etolt  joviale,  et  aimant  a  dire  le  mot.  Her 

"  after- 
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5?  afternoons  (according  to  the  fame  Writer  •]  were 
fif  always  paffcd  m  embroidering  and  m  walking 
"  on  filk,  in  which  ihe  greatly  excelled/* 

Many  fatires  were  published  againffc  her: 
her  ufual  method  of  treating  their  authors  was 
to  fay,  "  If  thele  blockheads  now  did  but  know 
"  half  as  much  of  me  as  I  could  tell  them  !" 
When  defired  to  punith  them,  Ihe  replied,  *fi  I 
"  hope  I  have. a  foul  above  revenge." 

At  the  fiege  of  Havre,  {he  mounted  on 
horfeback  at  the  head  of  her  army,  expofed 
herfelf  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  like  the  moft 
veteran  foldier,  "  and  (hewed  not  the  fieaft 
M  fymptoms  of  fear,"  fays  Brantonie,  "  when 
u  the  bullets  flew  about  hen  Her  maids  of 
M  honour,"  adds  he,  "  virer?  not  fo  well  pleated 
"  with  this  amufement."  When  defired  by 
the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the  Conftable  de  Mont- 
xnorenci  not  to  expofe  her  perfon  fo  much, 
"  Have  I  not,"  replied  Catherine,  tc  more  to 
"  lofe  than  you,  and  do  you  think  I  have  not 
"  as  much  courage  ?" 

A  medal  was  (truck  of  her  with  the  lame  in* 
fcription  as  that  an  feme  of  the  coins  of  the 
Roman  Emprefles :  "  Catharine,  dc  Me  Aim 
*  Motet  Cajhmm" 

'  b  4      ,  When 
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When  one  day  flie  overheard  fome  of  the 
foldiers  abufing  her  extremely,  the  Cardinal  of 
Lorraine  faid  he  would  order  them  immediately 
to  be  hung.  "  By  no  means,"  exclaimed  the 
Princefs  :  "  I  wifh  pofterity  to  know,  that  a 
<c  woman,  a  queen,  and  an  Italian,  has  once  in 
u  her  life  got  the  better  of  her  anger." 

Catherine  was  extremely  liberal,  and  a  very 
generous  Prote&refs  of  the  Arts.  How  morti- 
fying it  is  to  human  nature,  that  perfidy, 
cruelty,  and  impiety,  fhould  (lain  fuch  a  cha- 
racter ! 

The  Deputies  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in 
France  treated  with  this  Queen  and  her  Coun- 
cil, foon  after  the  horrid  maffacre  of  the  per- 
fons  of  their  perfuafion  on  the  day  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. The  parties  had  agreed  upon  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  and  it  only  remained  to  give 
fecurity  on  the  fide  of  the  Court  for  the  per- 
formance of  them.    Many  methods  were  pro- 
poled,  and  as  often  rejected  by  the  Deputies : 
at  laft  the  Queen  angrily  faid,  "  Why  fure  !  the 
"  word  of  a  King  is  a  fufficient  fecurity,  is  it 
g<  not  ?"  One  of  the  Deputies  anfwered,  "  No, 
"  by  Saint  Bartholomew  !  Madam." 


A  Comet 
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A  Comet  appearing  in  France  during  the 
time  of  the  League,  feemed  to  affeft  the  fpirits 
and  the  chearfulnefs  of  Catharine.  This  00 
cafioned  the  following  Lines : 

Spargeret  hgrrendas  cum  triftis  in  <zthere  crines 

Venturique  daret  figna  Comet  a  mali, 
Ecce  fuce  Regina  tirnens  mate  confcia  vita: 

Credidit  invifum  pofc  ere  fata  caput. 
J^jtid  Regina  times?  Namque  hac  mala  fi  qua  minantur% 

Longa  timenda  tua  ejl  \  non  tua  vita  brevis. 

Whilft  thro'  the  wide  expanfe  of  liquid  air 
Yon  Comet  trails  its  horrid  fell  of  hair, 
The  impious  Catherine  with  remorfe  and  dread 
Sees  the  dire  Fates  demand  her  hated  head. 
If  to  portend  fome  ill  the  ftar  appear, 
Be  calm,  great  Princefs,  and  difdain  to  fear  ; 
Heaven  in  its  utmoft  vengeance  cannot  give 
A  curfe  fo  baleful  as  to  let  thee  live, 

"  I  have  often,"  fays  Dupleffis  Mornay,  in 
his  Notes  upon  the  Hiftory  of  Thuanus,  "  heard 
iC  Henry  the  Fourth  fay,  that  at  the  time  the 
"  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  died,  he  was  with  the 
u  Queen  his  Mother-in-law,  Catherine  of  Me- 
"  dicis,  in  her  Cabinet,  with  whom  he  was 
"  reading  the  office  of  Vefpers,  verfe  by  verfej 
w  and  that  (lie,  lifting  up  her  head,  fuddenly 
"  cried  out  that  (he  faw  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
u  raine,  who  made  a  fign  with  his  finger  to  her, 
"  in  the  gefturs  of  a  perfon  threatening  her, 

«  very 


1®  CATHERINE  BE  MEDICIS. 

46  very  pale  and  very  frightful ;  whilft  hirnfelf 
46  (Henry)  Bever  dared  to  lift  up  his  head* 
■f  in  fpite  of  all  the  Queen  faid  to  him.  Ma- 
'*  dame  de  Sauve  (afterwards  Marqui-fe'  de 
**  Moirmoutier)  who  was  fitting  m  the  next 
™  apartment,  came  into  the  room-  on  hearing 

*  the  Queen  cry  out,  and  the  phantom  imme- 
;i  diately  disappeared  The  Queen  on  the  in- 
^  ilant  fent  to  enquire  after  the  Cardinal,  and 
**  was  told  that  he  died  about  the  time  that 
*c  he  appeared  to  her.    M.  de  Foix  told  me, 

*  that  the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  was  poifoned 
*'  by  the  Cardinal  d'Araiagnac,  with  whom 
155  he  had  fome  quarrel ;  which  agrees."  adds 
DupleffiSj  u  with  what  is  here  mentioned," 

FRANCIS, 

DUC  BE 

Of  the  two  Princes  of  this  illuftrioos  Houie 
{the  Duke,  and  his  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
raine), Marlbal  de  Retz  ufed  to  fay,  "  Thefe 
**  Princes  of  Lorraine  are  of  fb  majeftic  a  pre- 
**'  fcnce^  that  all  the  other  Princes  appear  like 

mere  peafants  by  the  fide  of  them*'5 

After  the  celebrated  battle  of  St.  Quentin,  a 
Spanifh  Officer  of  rank  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 

Guiie* 
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Guife,  to  requeft  him  to  deliver  up  to  him  one 
of  his  Haves  that  had  fled  to  the  French  camp 
with  one  of  his  finefh  war-horfes.  The  Duke 
immediately  fent  back  the  hone,  afrer  having 
paid  the  flave  the  value  of  it,  and  wrote  word 
to  the  Spanifh  Officer,  tint  he  would  never  be 
the  occafion  of  putting  chains  again  upon  a 
flave,  that  had  become  a  free  man  by  fetting 
his  foot  into  the  kingdom  of  France.  "  It 
"  would  indeed,"  added  he,  u  be  a  violati  >a 
"  of  the  privileges  of  fftat  great  kingdom, 
"  which  conliit  in  re  Coring  freedom  to  any 
"  one  who  comes  into  it  to  feek  there  that 
<c  precious  gift." 

The  Baron  de  Lunebourg,  Commander  of 
one  of  the  mercenary  German  regiments  that 
ferved  under  the  Duke,  was  much  di/pleafed 
at  the  Duke's  examining  into  the  ftatq  of  his 
foldiers;  and  fo  far  loft  the  refpeft  due  to  his 
jlluftrious  General,  as  to  draw  out  one  of  his 
piftols  and  preient  it  at  the  Duke;  who  imme- 
diately, with  the  greateft  fang  froid,  drew  his 
fword,  and  knocked  the  piftol  out  of  the  Ger- 
man's hand.  Guife's  aid-du-camp,  M.  de 
Montpezat,  was  going  to  kill  the  Omcer,  but 
was  interrupted  by  the  Duke,  who  faid,  "  Stop, 
"  Sir  !  "  Do  you  fuppofe  I  cannot  kill  a  man 

"  as 
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"  as  well  as  yourfelf,  when  I  think  fit  ?" 
Then  turning  toward  the  German,  he  faid, 
u  Sir,  I  forgive  you  the  infult  you  have  put 
<c  upon  me  >  but  as  for  that  which  you 
u  have  done  to  the  fervice  of  my  Sove- 
<r  reign,  of  whofe  perfon  I  am  the  reprefenta- 
u  tive,  his  Majefly  will  fettle  that  as  he 
"  pleafes."  Then  turning  to  fome  of  his  fol- 
diers,  he  faid,  "  Here,  fome  of  you  conduit  a 
"  this  infolent  fellow  to  prifon!"  The  Duke 
proceeded  with  his  vifit  to  the  reft  of  the  Ger- 
man troops,  and  never  afterwards  fuffered  any 
mdleftatioh. 


The  Duke  was  informed,  that  a  Proteflant 
Gentleman  had  come  into  his  camp  with  an 
intention  to  affaflinate  him.    He  fefit  for  him 
(who  immediately  avowed  his  intention),  and 
the  Duke  afked  him,  whether  his  defign  arofe 
from  any  offence  he  had  ever  given  him.  M  Your 
tc  Excellence  never  gave  me  any,  T  affure  you/* 
replied  the  Gentleman ;  n  my  motive  for  de- 
"  firing  your  life  is,  becaufe  you  are  the  greateft 
tc  enemy  our  Religion  ever  knew." — "Well  then, 
"  my  friend, "  faid  the  Duke  to  him,  **  if  your 
"  Religion  incites  you  to  affaflinate  me,  my 
*c  Religion  tells  me  to  forgive  you;"  and  he 
fent  him  immediately  out  of  his  camp.  An- 
other 
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other  perfon  was  once  brought  to  the  Duke, 
who  had  boafted  that  he  would  kill  him.  The 
Duke,  looking  at  him  very  attentively,  and  ob- 
ferving  his  extremely  embarrafied  and  fneaking 
countenance,  laid  to  his  Officers,  fhrugging  up 
his  (boulders,  "That  blockhead  will  never  have 
<c  the  heart  to  kill  me ;  let  him  go ;  it  is  not 
f*  worth  wliile  to  arreft  him." 

The  Duke  of  Guife  was  viflorious  over  his 
rival  the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  head  of  the  Pro* 
■teftant  party,  at  the  famous  battle  of  Dreux  m 
1562.  The  Prince  of  Conde  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  brought  to  the  Duke,  whom  (after  having 
entertained  at  his  table)  he  made  take  half  of  his 
bed  with  him  at  night ;  and  (as  his  Biographer 
fays)  the  Duke  flept  as  perfectly  found  by  the 
fide  of  his  rival,  as  if  he  had  been  in  bed  with 
on;e  of  his  own  fons. 

Puttenham  fays,  "  that  a  French  Captain  was 
"  fitting  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Duke  of 
u  Cuife's  table,  amongfl  many,  the  day  after 
"  there  had  been  a  great  battaile  foughten. 
*c  The  Duke,  finding  that  this  Captain  was  not 
"  feene  to  doe  any  thing  that  day  in  the  field,, 
"  taxed  him  thus  in  all  their  hearings  :  Where 
"  were  you,  Sir,  the  day  of  the  battaile  ?  for  I 

"  lawc 

1 
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<c  fawe  ye  not.  The  Captaine  anfwered 
€C  promptly,  Where  ye  durft  not  have  beene. 
rt  And  the  Duke  began  to  kindle  with  the 
*c  worde  ;  which  the  Gentleman  perceiving, 
"  faid  fpeedily,  I  was  that  day  amongft  the 
"  carriages,  where  your  Excellence  would  not 
u  for  a  thoufand  crowns  have  been  feene." 

The  Duke  of  Guife  having  fold  mod  of  his 
eftates  to  make  himfelf  popular,  it  was  faid  that 
he  was  the  greateft  ufurer  in  France,  as  he  had 
nearly  laid  out  all  that  he  was  worth  upon  ob- 
ligations. 


DUC  DE  GUISE, 

CALLED  LE  BALAFRE,  FROM  A  SCAR  THAT  HE  HAS 
ON  HIS  CHEEK, 

was  the  fon  of  the  preceding  Duke,  and  from 
his  earlieft  years  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
<jourage  and  his  generofity. 

<c  Ambition,''  fays  the  Abbe  de  Choify, 
"  corrupted  all  his  virtues.  Having  one  day 
m  won  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  of  M.  d'O,. 
"  the  Superintendant  of  the  Finances  of  France, 
"  M.  d'O  fent  one  of  his  Clerks  with  the  fum 

"  ia 
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f  in  two  bags,  one  containing  the  gold,  arid 
iC  the  other  the  filver.  The  Duke  by  miftake 
n  prefented  the  clerk  with  the,  bag  in  which 

*  was  the  gold.,  and  on  his  coming  the  next  day 
"  to  tell  him  what  a  miftake  he  had  made,  the 
■*  Duke  faid  to  him.  Well  then,  my  friend,  as 
**  Fortune  has  been  fo  very  kind  to  you,  you 
"  muft  look  out  for  fome  other  perfon  than  the 

*  Duke  of  Guife  to  envy  your  good  luck ;  fo  go 
?  your  way  and  keep  the  money/' 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  gave  this  diftin- 
guiQied  Prince  the  noble  title  of "  the  Preferver 
"  of  his  Country a  title  which  his  eminent 
qualities  of  mind  and  of  body  well  defer ved, 
had  they  not  been  tarniihed  with  infolence  and 
ambition. 

At  the  battle  of  Renti,  M.  de  St  Fa],  one 
of  his  Lieutenants,  advancing  too  haftily  toward 
the  enemy,  he  gave  him  a  ftroke  with  his  fword 
upon  his  helmet,  and  flopped  him.  After  the 
battle,  the  Duke  being  told  that  St.  Fal  was 
much  hurt  at  the  affront  he  fuppoled  himfelf 
to  have  received,  fent  for  him  to  the  King's 
tent,  in  which  were  the  Sovereign  and  the 
principal  General  Officers,  and  told  him,  "  M. 
"  de  St.  Fal,  you  are  offended,  I  find,  at  the 

"  blow 
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blow  which  I  gave  you  for  advancing  tdd 
"  haflily  ;  but  it  is  furely  much  better  that  I 
"  fhould  have  given  it  to  you  to  make  'yott 
"  ft  op,  than  to  make  you  advance.    The  blow 

is  furely  more  honourable  than  difgraceful 
"  to  you.  I  aik  the  opinion  of  thefe  Gentle- 
u  men.''  They  one  and  all  declaring,  that  a 
blow  given  to  reprefs  an  excefs  of  ardour  and  of 
courage  conferred  more  honour  than  difgrace. 
St.  Fal  was  fatisfied* 

The  Duke  took  Calais  from  the  Englifh* 
who  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  it  upwards  of  two 
hundred  years,  in  eight  days  time,  and  in  the 
midft  of  winter. 

The  Chancellor  of  France,  Le  Tellief ,  ufed  to 
relate  this  anecdote  of  M.  de  Guife : — The 
Duke  was  married  to  a  Princefs  of  Cleves,  a 
woman  of  great  beauty  ;  and  from  living  in  & 
very  gallant  court,  that  of  Catherine  de  Medicis* 
fihewasfuppofednot  to  be  infenfible  to  the  paffion 
which  a  handfome  young  man  of  the  name  of 
St.  Maigrin  -entertained  for  her.  Catherine  de 
Mcdicis  having  on  fome  particular  day  invited 
the  principal  ladies  at  the  court  to  a  ball  and 
fupper,  at  which  each  of  them  was  to  be  ferved 
by  the  young  noblemen  of  the  court,  who  were 

to 
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id  be  drefled  in  the  liveries  of  their  miftrefles, 
the  Duke  very  anxioufly  intreated  the  Duchefs 
not  to  be  prefent,  telling  her  that  he  did  not  in 
the  leaft  miftruft  her  virtue,  but  that  as  the 
Public  had  talked  pretty  freely  about  her  and 
St.  Maigrin,  it  was  much  better  that  (he  fhould 
riot  go,  as  it  might  afford  frefh  matter  for  fcandaL 
The  Duchefs  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  as  the 
Queen  had  invited  her  to  go,  the  could  not 
poffibly  refute  her.  The  Duchefs  went  to  the 
entertainment,  which  lafted  till  fix  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  At  that  very  late  hour  (he  re- 
turned home  and  went  to  bed.  She  had,  how- 
ever, fcarcely  lain  herfelf  down  in  it,  when  flie 
few  the  doo-r  open  very  (lowly,  and  the  Duke 
of  Guife  ^enter  the  room,  followed  by  an  aged 
fervant,  who  carried  a  bafon  of  broth  in  his 
hand.  The  Duke  immediately  locked  the 
cloor,  and  coming  up  to  the  bed  in  a  very  deli- 
berate manner,  thus  accofted  her  in  a  firm* 
and  determined  tone  of  voice :  "  Madam,  al- 
u  though  you  would  not  do  laft  night  what  I 
u  defired  you,  you  (hall  do  it  now.  Your 
"  dancing  of  laft  night  has  moft  probably 
"  heated  you  a  little ;  you  muft  drink  immedi- 
"  ately  this  bafon  of  broth."  The  Duchefs, 
fufpefting  it  to  be  poifon,  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  begged  hard  that  the  Duke  would 
permit  her  to  fend  for  her  Confeflbr  before  fhe 
vol.  iv.  c  drank 
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drank  it.    The  Duke  told  her  again  that  flic 
muft  drink  it ;  and  the  Duchsfs,  finding  all  re- 
finance to  no  purpofe,  fwallowed  the  broth.  As 
foon  as  (he  had  done  this,  he  went  out  of  the 
room,  having  locked  the  door  after  him.  In 
three  or  four  hours  afterwards  the  Duke  again 
paid  her  a  vifit,  and,  with  an  alTefted  fmile 
upon  his  countenance,  faid,    "  Madam,  I  am 
<c  afraid  that  you  have  fpent  your  time  very 
<c  unpleafantly  fince  I  left  you ;  I  fear  too  that 
"  I  have  been  the  caufe  of  this  :  judge  then, 
"  Madam,of  all  the  time  that  you  have  made  me 
"  pafs  as  unpleafantly  as  this.    Take  comfort, 
"  however;  you  have,  I  aflure  you,  nothing 
"  to  fear.    I  am  willing  to  believe,  in  my  turn, 
"  that  I  have  nothing  to  be  apprehenfive  of. 
"  But  however,  in  future,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will 
"  avoid  playing  thefe  tricks  with  one  an* 
"  other." 

The  Duke  was  affaffinated  in  1588  by  Pol- 
trot  de  Mare,  a  Huguenot,  and  an  enthufiaft, 
who  thought  that  by  this  horrid  action  he  did 
fervice  to  religion,  in  violating  one  of  her  moft. 
facred  laws. 

On  the  day  before  that  on  which  he  was  afi 
faffinated  by  order  of  his  Sovereign,  Henry  the 
Third,  forne  one  put  a  note  under  his  plate  at 

■dinner, 
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dinner,  to  inform  him  of  the  King's  intention. 
He  read  the  note  with  great  cooinefs ;  wrote 
Under,  with  his  pencil,  "  //  noferoit,  He  dare 
"  not  do  it finished  his  dinner  very  quietly  ; 
and  the  next  morning  attended  his  Sovereign  as 
ufual,  when  he  found  too  late  the  truth  of  the 
intelligence  conveyed  to  him.  The  generous 
King  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  the  Fourtli 
of  France,  faid  upon  the  occafion,  "  If  Guife 
^  had  fallen  into  my  hands,  I  would  have 
"  treated  him  in  another  manner.  Alas !"  faid 
he,  "  why  did  he  not  unite  himfelf  to  me,  and 
tQ  then  we  would  have  gone  together  and  con- 
cc  quered  that  fine  -country  of  Italy  ?" 

The  Duke  of  Guife,  however,  well  defcrved 
?  lie  fate  he  met  with.  He  was  in  arms  againft 
his  Sovereign ;  and  at  the  deteftable  day  of  St. 
Bartholomew  caufed  the  brave  and  virtuous 
Coligni  to  be  murdered,  and  afterwards  tram- 
pled upon  his  dead  body,  when  it  was  thrown 
out  of  the  window  by  his  favage  orders.  Guife 
was  brave,  magnificent,  and  generous;  three 
qualities  which  but  too  often  fafcinate  the 
minds  of  the  mafs  of  mankind  fo  much,  that  ■ 
they  do  not  fufficiently  confider  whether  they 
are  directed  by  juftice  and  difcretion. 


c  2 


The 
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The  laft  Duke  of  Guife  gave  the  Abbe  Ar- 
naud  the  following  inftance  of  his  uncle's  ex- 
treme readinefs  in  taking  a  refoiution,  and  his 
firmnefs  in  executing  it : 

c'  The  Duke  of  Guife  was  one  evening  at 
Cf  a  ball  given  by  Catherine  de  Medicis  at 
"  Paris,  and  was  dancing  with  a  beautiful  lady 
"  of  rank,  with  whom  he  was  upon  very  good 
"  terms,  when,  taking  him  afide,  (he  whifpered 
"  in  his  ear,  "  Upon  my  word,  it  is  a  fine  thing 
"  to  fee  ycu  amufe  yourfelf  here,  while  your 
"  enemies  are  getting  poffeflion  of  the  town 
"  of  Meaux  from  you  !"  He  got  out  of  her 
"  in  as  few  words  as  poflible  the  fecret  of  the 
"  enterprize  that  was  carrying  on  againft  him, 
V  and  without  appearing  to  take  any  notice 
"  of  what  was  told  him,  ordered  one  of  his 
"  gentlemen  to  go  direftly  to  the  Hotel  de 
"  Guife,  and  to  wait  for  him  there  with  an 
"  Arabian  horfe  that  could  make  great  expe- 
<£  dition.  The  Duke  ftaid  out  the  ball  as  if 
iC  nothing  had  happened,  returned  home,  un- 
a  crelfed  himfelf,  went  to  bed,  and  difmiffed 
"  all  his  attendants.  Soon  afterwards  he  got 
"  up,  dreffed  himfelf,.  and  by  a  back  ftair-cafe 
u  reached  the  private  door  of  his  hotel,  where 
"  his  groom  was  waiting  for  him  with  his  horfe, 

"  as 
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*  as  he  had  ordered.   He  immediately  mount- 
"  ed  him,   and  without  a  fingle  attendant 
"  reached  Meaux,  thirty  miles  diftant  from 
"  Paris,  juft  as  the  gates  were  opening.  He 
"  pufhed  on  direftly  to  the  guard-houfe,  and 
"  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice  alked  where  fuch  and 
"  fuch  Officers  were,  whom  he  named,  and 
"  ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him.  A 
"  fudden  murmur  immediately  rifes  among 
46  the  foldiers.    The  inhabitants  hearing  that 
<c  M.  de  Guife  was  arrived,  follow  him  imme- 
"  diately  to  the  market-place,  where  he  flops  to 
"  harangue  them.    He  then  makes  all  thole 
"  perfons  lay  down  their  arms  who  had  taken 
"  them  up  againfl  him.    He  delivers  from  the 
"  prifon.s  thofe  of  his  own  party,  which  the 
"  contrary  one  had  thrown  into  them.  In 
"  fhort,  he  fpoke  and  he  menaced  with  fo  much 
"  fieri  e  and  dignity,  that  he  ipade  the  people 
*?  do  juft  as  he  pleafed  ;  and  after  having  put 
"  every  thing  upon  its  antient  footing  in  his 
"  own  favour,  he  returns  to  Paris  with  the 
W  fame  fpeed  with  which  he  left  it,  and  appeared 
"  thg  fame  day  at  the  Louvre,  the  Couit  of  his 
"  Sovereign  in  that  city,  as  if  he  had  ncvci 
«  quitted  it." 

Qn  Princes  fo  powerful,  and  fo  excelling  in 

c  3  courage 
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courage  and  in  refource,  Charles  the  JXtb 
might  well  make  this  Quatrain  : 

Le  Rot  Francois  ne  fa i Hit  point 
Quand  il  predit  que  ceux  de  Guife 
Mettroient  fes  enfans  en  pourpoint^ 
Et  tous  fes  fujets  en  cbemife. 

King  Francis  in  a  prophet's  ftrain 
Thus  paints  the  race  of  proud  Lorrain  5 

*  Thefe  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Guife 

<c  Such  wond'rous  power  exert, 
cc  The  doublet  of  my  fons  they'll  feize, 

«  My  fubjeas  very  ftiirt," 

The  bodies  of  the  Duke  and  his  brother 
the  Cardinal  were  refufed  to  their  mother,  by 
the  Monarch  who  had  caufed  them  to  bo 
murdered :  they  were  confumed  by  quick-lime 
immediately  after  the  aflaffination,  and  were 
buried  in  the  church  of  the  Dominican  Con- 
vent at  Eu  in  Normandy;  where  they  are  de- 
pofited  under  two  monuments  without  any  in- 
fcriptio.n. 

The  D,uke  of  Guife's  perfon  was  fo  majeftic, 
that  when  his  fove reign,  Henry  the  Third, 
'caufed  him  to  be  maffacred  in  his  prefence,  he 
could  not  help  exclaiming,  as  he  faw  him  lying 
on  the  ground,  "  Mon  Dieu,  comme  il  eft  grandy 
u  it  ant  mori!" 


The 
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The  Duke  of  Guife,  on  fetting  out  upoA 
fome  very  dangerous  expedition,  was  defired  by 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  to  deli- 
berate maturely  before  he  engaged  in  it. 
"  Brother/'  replied  he,  "  be  aflured,  that  what 
"  I  was  not  able  to  refolve  on  in  a  quarter  of 
"  an  hour,  I  (hould  never  refolve  on,  if  I  were 
*  to  fpend  my  whole  life  in  thinking  upon 
«  it." 


ANNE,  DUC  DE  MONTMORENCI, 

CHEAT  CONSTABLE  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  FRANCE, 

who  was  Prime  Minifter  of  France  in  the  reigns 
of  Francis  the  Firft  and  Henry  the  Second3  as 
well  as  in  thofe  of  Francis  the  Second  and 
Charles  the  Ninth,  preferved  that  degree  of 
confederation  which  muft  ever  be  paid  tost  man 
pf  his  abilities,  and  the  firft  Chriftian  Baron  *  of 

Europe. 

m  The  Genealogifts  pretend  that  this  illuftrious  family  is 
defcended  from  Lilbius,  the  moft  noble  and  the  moft  power- 
ful of  the  Gauls  who  inhabited  that  part  cf  France  called 
L'Jfle  de  France,  and  that  he  was  converted  to  Chriftianity 
by  St.  Denis  about  the  year  245, 

Under  the  reign  of  Philippe  le  Bel,  about  the  year  1268, 
the  head  of  the  family  of  Montmorenci  is  thus  ^entitled, 

Montmorenci  premier  Baron  Chrejiien  de  France,  premier 
**  Seigneur  de  Montmorenci  que  Roi  en  France,"  This  made 
c  4  the 
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Europe.  This  great  man  was  very  unwilling  to 
take  up  arms  againft  the  Prince  of  Conde  and 
the  Colignys,  to  whom  he  was  endeared  by  the 
ties  of  friend fhip  as  well  as  thofe  of  cpnfajrtgui- 
nity.  He  was,  however,  induced  to  give  way 
to  this  meafure,  fo  inimical  to  his  difpofition, 
by  the  following  animated  and  forcible  fpeech  of 
his  wife  (Magdaleine  de  Savoie),  of  whom  ha 
was  very  fond : 

u  It  is  then  in  vain,  Sir,  that  you  have  takers 
€C  as  a  motto  to  your  efcutcheon,  the  word  of 
u  command  that  your  anceftors  always  gave  at 
<c  the  onfet  of  every  battle  in  which  they  were 
"  engaged  (Dieu  aide  an  premier  Chrejiienjy 
cc  if  you  do  not  fight  with  all  your  energy  in 
"  defence  of  that  religion  which  is  now  at- 
"  tempted  to  be  deftroyed.  Who  then  is  tp 
<c  give  an  example  of  refpeft  and  of  venera- 
"  tion  for  the  Holy  See,  if  not  he  who  takes 
"  his  very  name,  his  arms,  his  nobility,  from  the 
"  firft  Baron  of  France  who  profeffed  the  holy 
«  Religion  of  Chrift?" 

the  celebrated  Pere  de  la  Rue  fay  in  his  funeral  oration  upon 
the  Marechal  de  Luxemburgh,  in  fpeaking  of  his  anceftors, 
11  La  couronne  riejl  plus  ancienne  fur  la  fete  des  nos  Rots,  que  la 
tf  Noblejfe  dans  le  fang  de  ces  heros.— The  crown  is  not  more 
"  antient  on  the  head  of  our  Monarchs,  than  the  Nobility 
*  in  the  blood  of  thefe  heroes." 

At 
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At  the  age  of  feventy,  Montmorenci  took 
the  command  of  the  army  which  Charles  the 
Ninth  fent  againft  the  Huguenots  in  the  plain 
of  St.  Denis.  In  fpite  of  the  fufpicions  of  his 
fidelity  which  Charles  and  Catharine  de  Medi- 
cis,  without  any  reafon,  had  entertained  of  him, 
the  Huguenots  were  defeated.  The  Conftable, 
after  having  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  after 
having  received  feveral  wounds  in  his  hands  and 
his  face,  broke  his  fword  in  the  body  of  one  of 
the  enemy's  dragoons ;  and  as  if  indignation  and 
.defpair  had  added  to  his  courage,  he  ftill  fought 
with  the  exertions  and  vigour  of  a  young  man. 
In  this  fituation  Robert  Stuart  came  up  to  him, 
and  putting  his  loaded  piftol  to  his  throat,  call- 
ed out  tp  him  to  furrender.    "  What,  tell  me 

to  furrender  !,?  replied  the  Conftable,  "  furely 
"  you  do  not  know  me." — "  It  is  then  be- 
"  caufe  I  know  you,"  faid  Stuart,  "  that  I 
F  give  you  this."  On  the  inftant  he  fired 
his  piftol,  the  charge  of  which  the  venerable 
Warrior  received  in  his  fide  s  then  recovering 
himfelf,  though  mortally  wounded,  he  gave 
Stuart  fo  violent  a  blow  with  the  pommel  of 
his  fword  in  his  face,  that  he  broke  three  of  his 
teeth:  each  of  them  at  the  fame  inftant  fell 
from  his  horfe,  the  Conftable  in  a  fwoon,  and 
dying.  Montmorenci,  foon  recovering  from 
fas  fainting  fit,  alked  thofe  who  furrounded 
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him,  how  the  engagement  was  going  on;  and 
on  being  told  that  the  King's  army  was  mafter 
of  the  field,  and  that  the  engagement  had  been 
(as  one  might  fay)  fatal  only  to  himfelf,  he  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  God  of  Battles,  and 
begged  them  to  quit  him,  and  not,  on  his  ac- 
count, leave  the  vi&ory  imperfedt.    Then  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  M.  de  Sanzai,  a  relation  of 
his,  and  a  man  cf  rank,  he  faid,  "I  am  a  dead 
"  man  ;  but  I  blefs  Heaven  for  permitting  me 
"  to  die  for  my  Religion,  my  King,  and  my 
"  Country.   Tell  his  Majefty  how  happy  I  am 
"  in  finding  that  death,  which  I  have  fo  often 
*c  fought  in  vain  in  the  fervice  of  his  father 
"  and  of  his  anceftors."    By  this  time  his  chil- 
dren and  his  friends  came  up  to  him,  and  flatter- 
ed him  with  the  hopes  of  recovery ;  but  finding 
himfelf  fcruck  with  death,  he  intreated  them  to 
let  him  die  on  the  field  of  battle,    For  a  long 
time  he  refilled  their  intreaties  to  be  carried  to 
Paris  j  at  laft,  not  being  able  any  longer  to  with- 
Hand  them,  he  faid,  "  I  content  then  to  be 
"  taken  to  Paris,  though  under  no  hopes  of 
cc  being  cured  of  my  wounds,  for  I  am  a  dead 
"  man;  but  to  fee  once  more  the  King  and  the 
"  Queen ;  and  to  carry  to  them  in  my  own 
"  pcrfon,  and  by  means  of  my  wounds,  the 
"  ftrongeft  affurances  of  the  fidelity  that  I  have 
44  ever  preferred  in  their  fervice." 

'i  In 
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In  his  laft  moments,  while  he  was  fuffering 
the  moll:  excruciating  torture  from  his  wounds, 
a  Cordelier  exhorted  him  to  patience,  and  re- 
alisation to  the  will  of  Heaven.  f  Ah !  my 
"  good  Father/'  replied  the  venerable  hero, 

can  ycu  fuppofe  that  a  man  who  has  been 
"  able  to  pafs  a  life  of  near  eighty  years  witl; 
"  honour,  cannot  tell  how  to  terminate  pror 
iC  perly  the  laft  quarter  of  an  hour  of  it  ?" 
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"  In  the  time  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  French 
"  King,"  fays  Mafter  Puttenham,  **  I  being 
f<  at  the  Spaw  Waters,  there  lay  a  Marflial  of 
"  France,  called  Monfieur  de  Sepier,  to  ufe 
"  thofe  waters  for  his  health ;  but  when  the 
H  Phyfitians  had  all  given  him  up,  and  that 
u  there  was  no  hope  of  life  in  him,  came  from 
"  the  King  to  him  a  letters  patents  of  fix  thou- 
"  fand  crowns  yearly  penfion,  with  many  com- 
"  fortable  wordes.  The  man  was  not  fo  much 
"  paft  remembrance  but  he  could  fay  to  the 
"  meffenger,  Trop  tard!  trop  tardl — Too  late  \ 
"  too  late  !  it  fliould  have  come  before.  For 
"  indeede  it  had  been  promifed  long,  and  came 
*  not  till  now  that  he  could  not  fare  the  better 
H  for  itj' 

§ARON 
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was,  during  the  celebrated  League  of  France, 
Governor  for  the  Huguenot  Party  in  the  city 
of  Ma$on  in  that  kingdom.  By  way  of  amufing 
fome  French  ladies  that  he  had  with  him  at 
fupper,  he  jthrew  headlong  from  the  walls  of  his 
caftle,  into  the  river  Saone,  the  Catholic  pri- 
foners  that  were  brought  in,  tie$  two  together. 

D'Aubigne  calls  him,  "  invent eur  de  ious 
"  cruantez,  qui  bouffonnoit  en  les  executant — an 
R  inventor  of  all  kinds  of  cruelties,  who  ufed  to 
"  play  the  buffoon  while  he  was  executing 
«  them/' 

He  would  fometimes  make  his  prifoners 
throw  themfelves  headlong  from  the  battle- 
ments of  a  high  tower  upon  the  pikes  of  his 
foldiers.  One  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons 
having  approached  the  battlements  twice,  with- 
out venturing  to  take  the  dreadful  leap,  the 
Baron  reproached  him  with  his  want  of  courage 
in  a  very  infulting  manner.  "  Why  now,  Sir," 
replied  the  Prifoner,  <c  bold  as  you  are,  I  would 
"  give  you  three  times  before  you  took  the 
"  leap."  This  pleafantry  faved  the  life  of  the 
poor  fellow. 

This 
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This  minifter  of  cruelty  being  one  day  afked 
by  D'Aubigne,  why  he  made  his  foldiers  exer- 
cife  fuch  horrid  afts  of  barbarity,  in  a  manner 
by  no  means  confonant  to  his  very  great  cou- 
rage, replied,  "  that  when  foldiers  make  war 
"  in  a  refpe&fui  manner,  they  carry  both  their 
"  heads  and  their  hearts  too  low  ; — that  it  was 
"  impoflible  to  teach  them  to  put  properly  at 
w  the  fame  time  their  hands  to  their  fwords  and 
w  to  their  hats ; — and  that,  in  taking  from  them 
u  all  hopes  of  mercy,  they  were  under  the  ne* 
"  ceffity  of  looking  for  no  afylum  but  under 
"  the  fhadow  of  their  ftandards,  and  of  not 
"  expe&ing  to  live  unlefs  they  were  vidto* 
"  rious." 


ADMIRAL  DE  COLIGNY. 

The  manner  of  life  of  this  illuftrious  per- 
fonage  is  thus  defcribed  by  his  antient  Bio- 
grapher : 

"  As  foon  as  the  Admiral  had  quitted  his 
"  bed,  which,  in  general,  was  very  early  in  the 
"  morning,  and  had  wrapped  his  night-gown 
"  round  him,  he  knelt  down,  as  well  as  his  at- 
"  tendants,  and  made  a  prayer,  after  the  cuftom 
€i  of  the  French  Huguenot  churches  ;  after 

"  which, 
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u  which>  while  he  was  waiting  for  the  time  of 

cc  the  fermon  (which  was  preached  every  other 

<J  day,  accompanied  with  the  finging  of  pfalms)* 

"  he  gave  audience  to  the  Deputies  of  the 

"  Churches  that  were  fent  to  him$  and  was  em- 

"  ployed  in  public  affairs*,    Occafionally,  he 

"  did   bufinefs  after  the  fermon  till  dinner* 

u  time. 

cc  When  dinner  was  ready,  his  houfliold  fer- 

"  vants,  except  thofe  who  were  immediately 

"  employed  in  preparing  the  neceffaries  of  the 

"  table,  all  waited  in  the  great  hall,  where,  the. 

"  table  being  laid,  the  Admiral,  with  his  wife 

<c  by  the  fide  of  him,  flood  at  the  top  of  it :  if 

M  there  had  been  no  fermon  that  morning  a. 

<c  pfalm  was  fung,  and  then  the  ufual  benedic- 

c<  tion ;  which  ceremony  a  great  number  as 

u  well  of  German  Colonels  and  Captains  as  of 

"  French  Officers,  who  were  afked  to  dine  with 

"  him,  can  bear  teflimony  he  obferved,  with- 

"  out  ever  intermitting  a  fingle  day,  not  only 

u  in  his  own  houfe,  and  when  he  was  quiet, 

"  but  even  while  he  was  with  the. army.  The 

"  cloth  taken  away,  he  rofe,  as  well  as  his  wife 

<f  and  all  his  attendants,  and  either  returned 

"  thanks  himfelf,  or  caufed  his  chaplain  to  do 

"  it.  And  obferving  that  fome  of  his  houfliold 

4C  could  not  regularly  attend  the  prayers  in  the 
o  "  even* 
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*'  evening,  on  account  of  their  occupations  and 
<c  amufements,  he  ordered  that  every  one  01 
"  them  (hould  prefent  themfelves  in  the  great 
"  hall  after  fupper,  and  then,  after  finging  a 
"  pfalm,  a  prayer  was  faid; 

"  The  number  of  the  nobility  of  France, 
<c  who  in  imitation  of  the  Admiral  began  to 
"  make  this  religious  eftablifhment  in  their 
"  houftiold,  was  wonderful.  He  indeed  in 
"  perfon  very  often  exhorted  them  to  be  re- 
H  ligious ;  not  thinking  it  enough  that  a  mafter 
"  (hould  live  himfelf  pioufly  and  holily,  if  by 
"  his  own  example  he  did  not  take  care  that 
#<  his  fervants  did  the  fame.  It  is  certain,  that 
"  the  virtue  and  piety  of  the  Admiral  made 
"  him  fo  extremely  refpefted  even  by  thofe 
"  of  the  Catholic  party,  that  without  the  fear 
"  and  dread  of  torments  and  of  maffacre,  the 
"  greateft  part  of  France  would  have  been  con- 
"  verted  to  the  fame  religious  opinion  and  diC- 

cipline. 

"  When  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  the 
"  Lord's  Supper  approached,  he  called  together 
"  all  his  houfliold,  and  reprefented  to  them  that 
"  they  rauft  not  only  give  an  account  to  God 
"  of  their  pad  life,  but  of  their  paflions ;  and  he 
"  reconciled  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  quar- 

"  veiling. 
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tr  Telling.  And  if  any  one  of  his  fervants  did 
€C  not  appear  to  him  to  be  fuffickntly  prepared 
<c  to  underftand,  Fand  to  have  a  proper  venera- 
cc  tion  for  the  Holy  Myflery,  he  himfelf  took 
"  the  pains  to  inftruft  him ;  and  if  he  faw  any 
**  of  them  who  perfifted  in  their  evil  courfes, 
€C  he  ufed  to  declare  openly  and  before  thenr, 
c<  that  he  had  rather  remain  alone  in  his  houfe, 
cc  and  wait  upon  himfelf,  than  keep  a  fet  of 
fe  wicked  fervants.  The  Admiral,  befides,  had 
"  fo  high  a  regard  for  the  difcipline  of  the  Col-' 

*  leges,  and  the  inftrudtion  of  children,  that  he 

*  looked  upon  them  as  particular  favours  from 
a  Heaven,  and  ufed  to  call  them  feminaries  of 
"  the  Church,  and  fchoois  of  piety.  He  ufed 
u  to  fay,  that  it  was  ignorance  of  letters  that 
w  had  thrown  thick  darknefs  not  only  around 
,c  the  State,  but  around  the  Church  (in  which 
f<  the  Papal  power  has  taken  its  rife  and  pro- 
tc  grefe,  and  which  has  fo  complete  an  audio* 
ct  rity  over  the  minds  of  the  blind  and  of  the 
"  bigoted,  that  it  did  to  them,  according  to 
"  the  ant  lent  Poets,  what  the  God  of  Wealth 
"  and  of  Hell,  whom  they  called  Dis>  did  to 
"  night  and  to  darknefs.)  This  induced  him 
w  to  build,  at  a  great  expence,  the  College  of 
u  Chatillon,  in  a  fine  air  and  fituation,  where 
u  he  fupported  many  eminent  Profeflbrs  of  the 

"  Hebrew, 
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"  Hebrew,  the  Greek,  and  Latin  languages,  as 
"  well  as  many  young  ftudents."^ 

The  mod  ftriking  proof  of  M.  de  Coligny's 
high  integrity  and  difintereftednefs  is,  that 
though,  from  the  great  offices  and  dignities 
which  he  filled,  he  was  able  to  benefit  himfelf, 
and  to  gain  great  wealth  (as  moil  perfons  in 
his  fituation  would  have  done),  he  never  added 
to  his  paternal  eftate  a  fingle  acre  of  land  \  and 
though  he  was  a  rigid  economift,  yet,  on  account 
of  the  number  of  perfons  of  all  ranks  who  came 
to  him  upon  public  bufinefs,  and  whom  he 
treated  in  the  mod  hofpitable  manner,  fo  as  to 
expend  upon  them  what  his  own  frugal  difpo- 
fition  would  have  laid  by,  he  died  greatly  in 
debt,  and  left  a  confiderable  mortgage  upon  his 
eftate. 

One  circumflance  fhould  not  be  paffed  over  in 
our  account  of  this  very  excellent  man,  namely, 
that  incredible  union  of  mind,  of  affedtion,  and  of 
benevolence,  which  was  ever  preferved  between 
the  Admiral  and  his  two  brothers,  fo  that  they 
really  appeared  to  have  but  one  foul  amongft 
them. 


The  Admiral  was  murdered  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years  and  a  half.  He  was  of  a  middling 
vol.  iv.  l>  ftature, 
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ftature,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  well  proportion- 
ed in  his  limbs,  and  of  a  calm  and  ferene  coun- 
tenance. His  tone  of  voice  was  mild  and  agree- 
able,  but  he  fpoke  with  ibme  difficult}'.  His 
whole  air  and  his  walk  were  extremely  deco- 
rous, and  exhibited  a  pleafing  gravity.  He 
drank  very  little  wine,  ate  very  little,  and  never 
flept  more  than  feven  hours ;  and  fmce  the  laft 
peace,  he  never  fufiered  a  day  to  pafs  over  with- 
out putting  down  in  writing,  in  his  paper  journal, 
before  he  went  to  bed,  what  things  worthy  of 
remembrance  had  happened  during  the  time  of 
the  laft  troubles.  His  journal  being  found 
after  his  death,  and  brought  to  his  fovereign 
Charles  the  Ninth,  his  moft  inveterate  enemies 
could  not  withhold  their  admiration  of  the 
moderation  and  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind. 
After  the  peace,  when  he  reared  to  La  Rochelle, 
he  ufed  to  read  every  day,  morning  and  night, 
a  fermon  of  Calvin  upon  the  Book  of  job  ;  tel- 
ling his  friends,  that  the  hiftory  of  that  patient 
fuffcrer  was  his  confolation  and  general  remedy 
in  all  his  calamities. 

"  La  Vie de  Mefftre  Caspar,  de  Coligny,  isV. 
"  Amjterdam,  mdcxxxiii,  410." 

The  Admiral,  like  all  wife  and  good  men, 
was  extremely  unwilling  to  feck  that  redrefs  by 

arms, 
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arms,  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe  demand- 
ed.   "  With  great  difficulty,"  lays  D'Aubigne 
in  his  Hiftoiy,  "  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to 
"  mount  his  horfe,  and  join  his  brothers,  who 
"  were  waiting  for  him.     This  experienced 
"  Captain,"  adds  D'Aubigne,  "  had  combated 
"  the  reafons  that  had  been  given  for  having 
€f  recourfe  to  the  dreadful  expedient  of  taking 
"  arms  againft  the  Sovereign,  and  there  remain- 
"  ed  no  hopes  of  overcoming  his  fcruples,  when 
"  a  circumftance  happened,  which  I  will  give 
"  to  pofterity,  not  as  an  epifode  well  fuited  to 
6#  Poets  onlv,  but  as  a  truth  which  I  have  learn- 
"  ed  from  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it.  In 
"  the  evening  after  the  laft  converfation  that 
"  the  Admiral  had  upon  the  fubjedt,  he  went 
"  as  ufual  to  bed  with  his  wife,  a  Princefs  of 
"  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  a  zealous  Proteftant, 
"  but  was  foon  awakened  by  her  fobs  and  la- 
"  mentations,  when  (he  thus  addreffed  him  : 

"  It  is,  Sir,  with  extreme  regret  that  I  difturb 
"  your  reft:  by  my  uneafinefs  j  but  the  mem- 
"  bers  of  Chrift  being  torn  as  we  now  fee  them, 
"  and  we  belonging  to  that  his  facred  body, 
"  which  of  us  can  remain  infenfible  to  this  ca- 
"  lamity?  You,  Sir,  do  not  feel  them  lefs 
"  than  I  do;  but  you  can,  by  your  fuperior 
u  flrength  of  mind,  conceal  them  better.  Can 
d  2  "  you 
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tc  you  bt  angry  with  the  dear  and  faithful 
<c  partner  of  your  joys  and  of  your  cares  ?  Adt 
€€  with  as  much  opennefs  as  refpeft.  She  fheds 
<c  her  tears  and  eafes  her  mind  upon  your 
"  bread.  We  here  are  remaining  at  our  eafe, 
"  while  the  bodies  of  our  brethren,  flefn  of  our 
"  flefh,  and  bone  of  our  bone,  are  fome  of  them 
u  detained  in  dungeons,  many  of  them  ftrewn 
u  about  the  fields,  at  the  mercy  of  the  dogs  and 
"  of  the  ravens.  My  bread  has  become  a  tomb 
"  to  me  fince  they  have  no  fepulture.  Thefe 
"  fheets  reproach  me,  became  they  have  no 
"  (hroud.  Can  we  lleep  fo  found  then,  as  not 
€<  to  hear  the  dying  groans  of  our  brethren  ? 

Should  I  here  bring  to  your  remembrance 
u  the  prudential  reafons  with  which  you  flop- 
cc  ped  the  mouths  of  your  brothers  ?  Would 
u  you  with  equal  fuccefs  take  out  their  hearts,, 
"  and  let  them  remain  equally  without  courage 
"  as  without  a  power  of  anfwering  your  ob- 
<c  jeftions  ?  I  am  afraid  that  this  wifdom  of 
"  yours  is  the  wifdom  of  the  children  of  this 
"  world,  and  that  to  be  fo  wife  toward  man  is 
"  to  be  foolifh  before  God,  who  has  given  you 
"  the  fcience  of  a  great  warrior.  Can  you 
"  then,  in  con  fcience,  refufe  to  make  ufe  of 
"  thofe  great  military  qualities  with  which  he 
"  has  endowed  you,  in  favour  of  his  own  chil* 
44  dren  ?    You  have  occasionally  confefled  to 

w  me, 
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(i  me,  that  this  gift  of  Heaven  has  fometimes 
"  arcufed  your  mind.  It  is  the  interpreter  of 
u  the  will  of  God.  Are  you  afraid,  then,  that 
"  God  fhould  impute  a  crime  to  you,  if  you 
u  obey  it  ?  The  fword  of  a  Knight  which 
"  you  wear,  was  it  given  to  you  to  opprefs  ftill 
"  more  the  oppreffed,  or  to  reduce  the  power 
u  of  the  tyrants  ?  You  have  often  owned  the 
u  juftice  of  going  to  war  with  them.  Can  then 
u  your  ftout  heart  quit  your  defire  of  doing 
"  what  is  right,  from  fear  of  failing  in  the  at- 
u  tempt  ?  It  is  God  himfelf  alone  that  hebe- 
"  tates  and  difpirits  thofe  perfons  who  refift  his 
M  commands  under  pretence  of  fparing  blood. 
"  He  knows  well  that  foul  which  is  willing  to 
"  deftroy  itfelf,  and  that  which  is  anxious  to 
"  fave  itfelf.  I,  Sir,  have  at  my  heart  the  great 
"  quantity  of  blood  that  our  friends  have  loft. 
"  This  blood,  and  your  own,  will  cry  out  in  this 
"  very  bed  to  Heaven  toward  God  againft  you, 
"  and  you  will  be  deemed  the  murderer  of  all 
"  thofe  whofe  murders  you  do  not  prevent. 

"  Coligny  replied  :  Since  I  find  to  my  for- 
"  row,  my  dear  wife,  that  I  have  availed  no- 
"  thing  by  all  my  arguments  of  this  night 
"  upon  the  vanity  of  popular  infurredions ; 
"  upon  the  uncertain  beginnings  of  a  party  not 
"  yet  formed ;  the  difficulty  of  an  attempt  not 
d  3  "  only 
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"  only  againft  Monarchs,  but  againft  the  poffef- 
"  fors  of  a  kingdom  whofe  roots  lie  deep  in  the 
cc  ground  of  ages ;  fo  many  perfons  interefted  in 
"  its  prefervation ;  no  profpeft  of  an  attack 
u  from  without ;  but  a  genera]  peace  juft  con- 
u  eluded,  and  in  its  very  firft  bloom,  and,  what 
"  is  worfe,  made  with  our  neighbours,  who  are 
<c  joined  together  to  ruin  us ;  add  then,  the  de- 
u  fe&ion  of  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Con- 
u  ftable  from  our  party,  fo  much  power  on  the 
"  fide  of  our  enemies,  and  fo  much  weaknefs  on 
"  ours  5  and  if  all  thefe  circumftances  taken  tb- 
"  gether  will  make  no  impreffion  upon  your 
"  mind,  put  your  hand  upon  your  heart,  found 
"  the  infndft  receffes  of  your  confeience,  and 
"  then  tell  me,  if  you  think  you  can  fupport 
"  numberlefs  defeats;  the  calumnies  of  your 
"  own  party,  as  well  as  thofe  of  your  enemies ; 
"  the  reproaches  that  mankind  are  but  too  often 
"  apt  to  make,  who  judge  of  every  event  by 
"  the  fuccefs  of  it ;  the  treachery  of  your  own 
"  friends ;  flight,  baniftiment ;  the  fury  of  the 
"  Englifh,  the  violence  of  the  Germans ;  dif- 
"  grace,  fhame,  nakednefs,  hunger,  difficult 
"  enough  to  bear  when  happening  to  yourfelf, 
"  but  when  happening  to  your  children  rendered 
*c  infupportable.     Feel,  then,  within  yourfelf, 
"  how  you  can  bear-to  die  by  the  hands  of  the 
"  executioner,  after  having  firft  beheld  your 

"  huf- 
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u  hufband  dragged  along  the  ftreets,  and  ex- 
"  pofed  to  the  intuits  of  the  multitude;  and,  to 
iC  clofe  all,  to  fee  your  children  made  the  def- 
"  picable  fiaves  of  your  enemies,  who  have 
"  rifen  into  confequence  by  your  defeats  and 
u  calamities.  1  give  you  three  weeks  to  con- 
u  fider  all  this,  my  dear  wife,  and  when  you 
"  have  fteadily  made  up  your  mind  to  it,  I 
"  will  go  and  perifh  with  you  and  with  your 
"  friends. 

"  Madame  de  Coligny  inftantly  replied : 
"  Thefe  three  weeks  are  already  paffed  with  me* 
M  Your  courage  will  never  be  conquered  by 
"  that  of  your  enemies.  Exert  it  then,  im- 
u  mediately,  and  do  not  oblige  me  to  lay  upon 
"  your  head  the  lives  of  all  thofe  that  (hall  die 
*'  in  thefe  three  weeks.  1  fummon  you,  then, 
"  in  the  name  of  the  Moll  High,  to  deprive  us 
"  no  longer  of  your  efforts.  If  you  delay  any 
<4  longer,  I  (hall  be  a  witnefs  againft  you  in  the 
"  dreadful  day  of  judgment.' ' 

Coligny  immediately  joined  his  brothers ;  and 
the  wars  between  the  Catholics  and  the  Protec- 
tants of  France  commenced,  which  ended  in 
t  he  treacherous  pacification  of  1 5 7 1 .  Coligny, 
with  the  reft  of  the  heads  of  his  party,  came  to 
Paris,  where  they  were  treated  with  fuch  ex- 

d  4  tremc 
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treme  kindnefs  by  Charles  the  Ninth  and  the 
Catholic  party,  that  one  of  the  Admiral's  Officers 
begged  leave  to  be  permitted  to  retire  from 
Paris.    Coligny,  whofe  own  honefty  cinQ  open* 
nefs  of  character  ever  rendered  him  unfufpe&ing, 
afked  the  Officer  if  he  had  loft  his  wits,  to  de- 
fire  to  go  away  at  fuch  a  time.    "  Alas,  Sir/* 
replied  he,  M  I  had  rather  fave  my  life  with 
"  fimpletons  like  myfelf,  than  lofe  it  with  wife 
u  men  like  you !    Our  new  friends  here  are 
<f  too  civil  by  half  to  us.   I  fear  fome  mifchief, 
**  and  wifh  I  could  prevail  upon  you  to  have 
<c  the  fame  apprehenfion."    Coligny,  however, 
remained,  and,  a  few  days  before  the  detefta- 
ble  mafiacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  was  wounded 
in  the  hand  and  in  the  arm  by  a  (hot  from  a 
mufquet,  as  he  was  on  his  way  to  vifit  the  King 
at  the  Louvre.    The  wound  was  not  danger- 
ous, and  Charles  and  his  Mother,  Catherine  de 
Medicis,  behaved  on  the  occafion  with  fo  much 
appearance  of  kindnefs  and  affe&ion  (the  King 
occafionally  calling  the  Admiral  by  the  endear- 
ing name  of  Father),  that  no  fufpicion  con- 
tinued in  his  mind.     Early,  however,  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  ihe 
Admiral  and  his  attendants  were  awakened  by 
a  great  noife  at  the  door  of  the  apartments  in 
which  they  were  lodged.     He  immediately, 
fufpedling  mifchief,  rofe  out  of  bed,  put  on  his 

night- 
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night-gown,  and  ordered  his  chaplain  to  pray, 
himfelf  following  the  prayers  with  loud  fighs, 
and  recommending  his  life  to  God,  which  he  had 
merely  lent  him  for  his  honour.  Some  one  who 
had  feen  Befme  and  his  foldiers  at  the  door, 
came  running  into  the  room  to  tell  the  Admiral 
what  was  the  matter ;  adding,  "  It  is  God  that 
<c  calls  us  to  him;  the  houfe  is  forced,  and 
"  there  is  no  poffibility  of  refiflance." — "  I 
a  have  been  expecting  death  a  long  time  fince," 
replied  the  Admiral.  "  The  reft  of  you  will 
"  endeavour  to  get  away,  if  you  can :  every  ef- 
a  fort  that  you  can  make  to  lave  my  life  is  in 
"  vain.  I  commend  it  into  the  hands  of  Him 
"  who  gave  it  to  me  ;  do  you  make  what  hade 
"  you  can,  and  get  away."  The  Admiral  then, 
with  a  countenance  of  the  moft  placid  ferenity, 
and  in  an  attitude  of  the  greateft  dignity,  feated 
himfelf  in  an  arm-chair,  expeiling  the  entrance 
of  the  aflaffins.  Befme  came  in  firft,  and  not 
knowing  the  Admiral,  whom  he  faw  feated, 
alked  him  if  he  was  the  Admiral.  In  a  firm 
tone  of  voice  Coligny  anfwered,  "  I  am  he : 
"  but,  young  man,  refpeft  my  gray  hairs,  and 
"  my  advanced  age."  Befme,  making  no  reply, 
ftruck  him  upon  the  head  with  his  fword,  and 
his  foldiers  difpatched  him  with  many  wounds 
in  different  parts  of  his  body.  They  then  threw 
the  body  out  of  the  window  into  the  court- 
yard. 
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yard.    The  Duke  of  Guife,  coming  foon  after- 
wards,  wiped  oft'  the  blood  from  the  face,  to 
Ice  whether  it  was  that  of  the  Admiral,  and 
then  gave  the  body  a  violent  kick  with  his  foot. 
The  mob  of  Paris  next  rulhedin,  took  the  body 
of  the  Admiral,  tied  it   to  the  heels  of  an 
afs,  and  afterwards  hung  it  up  for  three  days  on 
the  common  gallows  of  Paris;  from  whence  it 
was  taken  down  by  fome  of  his  friends,  mangled 
and  covered  with  every  mark  of  indignity,  and 
conveyed  to  his  daughter  the  Princefs  of  Orange, 
who  with  filial  piety  collected  every  relick  of  fo 
valuable  a  depofit,  and  placed  them  in  a  fmall 
farcophagus  of  black  marble,  on  which  (he 
caufed  to  be  engraven  the  following  infcrip^ 
tion,  written  by  the  learned  Jofeph  Scaliger : 

©.  o.  M. 

SACRVM  " 
ET 

MEMCRIJE  GASPARIS  A  COLIGNIACO,  COMITIS  COLIG- 
NIACI,  DOMINI  CASTILIONI,  EQVITIS  TOKQVATi 
REGIC,  TVR M JE  CENTVM  EQVTTUM  CATAPHRAC- 
TOR,  PRiEFECTI,  MAG  NX  FRANCIS  AMIRALI,  CIVIS 
MEMORI A,  PER  VIM  OPPRESSI,  IN  INTEGRVM  SECVN- 
DVM  AMPLISSIMI  ORDINIS  CONSVLTVM  RESTITVTA 
EST,  OPTIMI  FORTISS.  PRO  VI  DENT  IS  DUCIS,  PVRiS 
RELIGIONIS  VINDICIS,  AC  PROPAG  ATORIS,  QVI 
1NSTINCTV  PIETATIS  ATQVE  ANIMI  MAGNITVDINE, 
ARMIS  PRO  ASSEREND  A  RELIGIONE  AC  LIEERTATE 

PATRIAE 
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PATRl-ffi  SVMPTIS,  ADVERSVS  EOS  QVI  REMPVB, 
FACTIONIBVS  SVIS  OPPRLMEB  ANT,  BORBO  NITOR. 
REGIl  SAKGVINIS  PRINCIPVM  CHRISTI ANISS.  FRAN- 
COR.  REGIS  M  A  IE  STATE  M  DEFENDENTIVM  AVSPI- 
CIIS,  EXIGVA  MANV,  VIRTV  i  E  INCOMPAR ABILI  NV- 
MEROSQS  HOSTIVM  CVNEOS  SiEPE  FVDIT,  FVG  AVI  T, 
PROFLIGAVIT.  AC  POST  TOT  FOEDERATOR,  HOMI- 
NVM  IN  VSITATE  PERFIDIES  EXEMPLA,  TOTIESQ^ 
BELL VM  OBSTTNATISS.  EORVM  FEROCIA  REPARA- 
TVMj  TANDEM  ILLOS  IN  PACIS  CONDITIONES  DE- 
SCENDER E  COMPVLIT,  VNDE  AMPLIFICATO  TuTA 
GALLIA  VERiE  RELIGIONIS  CVLTV,  POST  RES  BENE 
ARMIS  EIVS  AC  CONSILIIS  G  EST  AS,  ET  REPVB.  PA- 
CAT  A,  QVI  VIM  FACTIOSOR.  TOTIES  APERTO  MAlfTE 
FREGERAT,  EORVM  INSIDIAS,  AC  CLANDESTINAS 
INOPIN AT7E  PERFIDIJE  MOLITIONES,  HOMO  SALV- 
TIS  PATRIAE  QVAM  SV JE  AMANTIOR  DECLINARE 
NON  POTVIT.  CVIVS  ANIMA  APVD  E VM  PRO  QVO 
CONSTANT1SS.  PVGNAVIT,  RECEPTA  EST \  OSSA  AV- 
TEM  IN  SPEM  RESURRECTIONIS  HIC  SITA  SUNT. 

A.  n. 

LVDOVICA  WILLELMI  AR AVSIONENSI VM 
PRINCIPIS  VIDVA, 
PATRIS  PIENTISS.  TITVLVM 
MEMORISE 
P.  C. 

The  Duke  of  Alen^on,  brother  of  Charles  IX. 
was  much  attached  to  the  Admiral.  After  the 
murder  of  Coligny,  his  will  was  carried  to  the 
King,  who,  on  reading  it,  and  finding  it  contain 

an 
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an  article  of  advice  to  him,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended to  him  not  to  fuffer  his  brother  to  be 
either  too  powerful  or  too  rich,  turned  to  the 
Duke  of  Alen^on,  and  faid,  "  So  this,  then,  is 
"  your  good  friend  !  See  how  kind  he  is  to 
w  you," — "  I  do  not  know,  Sire,"  replied  the 
Duke  nobly,  "  how  much  he  was  my  friend, 
"  but  his  advice  fliews  how  much  he  was 
<{  yours/*  So  obferved  the  Ambaffador  of 
England,  to  whom  the  King  faid,  that  Coligny 
had  advifed  him  never  to  truft  England.  "  He 
*c  might,  Sire,  have  been  a  bad  Englifliman, 
*6  perhaps,  but  I  am  fure  that  he  was  a  good 
"  Frenchman/' 

In  fome  engagement  Coligny  was  dangeroufly 
wounded.  His  friends  coming  about  him,  and 
lamenting  the  ftate  in  which  they  found  him, 
he  faid,  "  Alas !  my  friends,  Ihould  not  the 
"  profclTicn  which  we  follow  make  us  as  care- 
"  lefs  of  death  as  of  life  ?" 

The  Admiral  advifed  his  daughter  to  marry 
Teligny,  one  of  the  mod  accomplifhed  men  of 
the  Court  of  France  at  that  time,  for  the  good 
and  excellent  qualities  that  he  had  obferved  in 
him.  "  I  give  him  to  you,"  fays  he,  "  to  fe- 
"  cure  for  you  contentment  and  happinefs  in 
"  marriage,  which  you  will  find  of  more  im- 
i  "  portance 
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*4  portance  in  that  fituation  than  either  riches 
"  or  power,  I  affure  you." 

Four  days  before  the  murder  of  Coligny,  he 
thus  wrote  to  his  wife  : 

"  My  dear  and  beloved  Wife, 

"  The  nuptials  of  the  King's  fifter  and  the 
"  King  of  Navarre  have  been  celebrated  to-day, 
**  and  the  three  or  four  days  afterwards  will  be 
"  fpent  in  balls,  entertainments,  mafquerades, 
"  and  tournaments.  After  this,  the  King  has 
"  promifed  to  give  me  a  day,  on  which  he  is  to 
"  hear  what  I  have  to  tell  him  refpefting  the 
"  violation  of  the  late  edift  of  pacification; 
"  upon  which  I  am  now  very  bufy.  For  al- 
"  though  I  have  a  very  great  clefire  to  fee  you, 
u  yet  I  think  we  fhould  both  be  extremely  forry 
"  if  there  was  any  defeft  of  aftivity  and  dili- 
f<  gence  on  my  part.  This  delay,  I  hope,  will 
u  not  keep  me  here  above  ten  days  longer. 
"  If  I  attended  only  to  my  own  fatisfadtion,  it 
"  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  me  to  be 
"  with  you  than  to  flay  at  Court,  for  reafons 
"  which  I  will  tell  you  when  I  fee  you.  But  it 
"  is  one's  duty  to  pay  more  regard  to  public 
"  confiderations  than  to  thofe  of  plcafure  or  of 
"  intereft.    I  have  many  other  things  to  tell 

"  you. 
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"  you,  as  foon  as  I  fee  you ;  which,  I  affufe 
"  you,  I  wifh  continually,  both  night  and  day, 
"  to  be  able  to  do.  At  prefent  all  that  I  can 
"  tell  you  is,  that  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
"  noon  of  this  day  the  mafs  for  the  nuptials  was 
<c  faid,  during  which  time  the  King  of  Navarre, 
"  with  fome  Gentlemen  of  our  religion,  who 
"  had  followed  that  Prince,  walked  about  in 
"  the  court-yard  near  the  church.  There  are 
"  many  other  circumftances,  befides,  which  I 
"  referve  to  tell  you  at  our  next  meeting  :  in 
"  the  mean  time,  my  dear  and  beloved  wife,  I 
"  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  keeping." 
"  Paris,  18th  Auguft  1572." 

"  Thefe  three  days  paft,  I  have  been  tor- 
"  merited  with  a  flatulent  and  nephritic  colic* 
"  which,  God  be  thanked,  lafted  only  eight  or 
"  ten  hours,  and  from  which  I  am  at  prefent 
f*  by  the  fame  goodnefs  delivered ;  and  I  allure 
u  you,  that  in  this  croud  of  banquets  and  of 
"  (hows  I  fhall  be  troublefome  to  no  perfon. 
"  Farewell,  then,  once  more  ! 

"  Your  affeftionate  hufband, 

tt  Chastillon." 
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MORVILLIERS, 

KEEPER  OF  THE  SEALS. 

This  high-minded  Magiftrate  was  ordered 
by  his  Sovereign  (Charles  the  Ninth)  to  put  the 
fe'als  to  the  pardon  of  a  Nobleman  who  had 
committed  a  murder.  He  refuted .  The  King 
took  the  feals  out  of  his  hands,  and  having  put 
them  himfelf  to  the  inftrument  of  remiflion, 
returned  them  immediately  to  Morvilliers, 
who  refufed  to  take  them  again;  adding, 
"  The  feals  have  twice  put  me  in  a  fituation  of 
"  great  honour ;  once,  when  I  received  them ; 
"  and  again,  when  Irefigned  them." 

After  the  execrable  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Charles  the  Ninth  was  inclined  to  throw  all  the 
odium  of  that  deteftable  tranfaclion  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Guife  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  Morvilliers,  who  told  him,  that  by 
a&ing  thus  he  would  conciliate  the  affe&ions  of 
the  Catholics  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  inftead  of  preferving  them 
entirely  to  himfelf.  Charles  took  the  advice, 
and  immediately  ordered  zproces  to  be  inftitut- 
ed  againfl:  the  dead  body  of  the  venerable  Ad- 
miral de  Coligny,  as  againfl  that  of  a  heretic  and 
a  rebel. 
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HENNUYER, 

BISHOP  OF  LISIEUX. 

The  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  not 
confined  to  the  Capital  of  France ;  orders  were 
fent  to  the  molt  diftant  Provinces  to  deftroy  all 
the  Proteftants  in  them.  When  the  Governor 
of  the  Province  brought  Hennuyer  the  order,, 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  power,  and  caufed  a 
formal  aft  of  his  oppofition  to  be  entered  on 
the  Regiflers  of  the  Province.  Charles  IX, 
when  remorfe  had  taken  place  in  his  mind,  was 
fo  far  from  difapproving  of  what  this  excellent 
Prelate  had  done,  that  he  gave  him  the  greateft 
praifes  for  his  clemency ;  and  the  Proteftants 
flocked  together  in  numbers  to  abjure  their  re- 
ligion at  the  feet  of  this  good  and  kind  Shep- 
herd, whofe  gentlenefs  affefted  them  more  than 
the  commands  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  vio- 
lence of  the  foldiers* 


VICONTE  D'ORTE 

was  Governor  of  Bayonne  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Ninth,  and  received  the  fame  infamous  or- 
ders from  his  Sovereign  refpefting  the  Hugue- 
nots, 
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nots,  which  were  fent  to  the  Bifhop  of  Lifieux, 
and  behaved  in  the  fame  noble  and  generous 
manner.  He  wrote  to  the  King  in  thefe 
terms  : 

"  Sire, 

u  I  have  communicated  your  Majefty's letter 
u  to  the  Garrifon  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
"  Town.  I  have  been  able  to  find  among 
"  them  only  brave  Soldiers  and  good  Citizens  ; 
??  not  a  fiiMe  Executioner." 


DUC  DE  MONTPENSIER. 

Brantome,  who  feems  to  have  been  a 
good-humoured  fellow,  like  a  true  Frenchman, 
mentions  en  plaifantant  this  horrid  account  of 
the  barbarities  of  Montpenfier,  who  was  Gene- 
ral of  an  army  fent  againft  the  Huguenots  or 
Proteftants : 

"  Whenever  a  male  Huguenot  prifoner  was 
"  brought  to  him,  he  laid  with  a  fmilingcoun- 
"  tenance,  You  are  a  Huguenot,  my  friend  ? 
"  I  recommend  you  to  M.  Babelot.  This 
"  Monfieur  Babelot,"  adds  Brantome,  "  was 

voLi  IV.  B  "  a  Cor* 
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u  a  Cordelier,  a  learned  man,  who  took  good 
"  care  of  his  matter's  confcience,  and  was  al- 
"  ways  near  him.  To  this  perfonage  then  the 
"  poor  prifoner  was  brought,  and  after  a  few 
"  queftions  put  to  him,  was  condemned  to 
"  death,  and  executed  immediately.  When 
"  the  prifoner  chanced  to  be  a  woman,  a 
"  maiden,  young  and  handfome,  the  Duke  faid 
"  merely  to  her,  I  recommend  you  to  my 
"  ftandard-bearer;  take  her  to  him.  This 
"  ftandard-bearer  was  a  certain  M.  de  Mon- 
"  toiron,  of  the  antient  houfe  of  Archbifhop 
"  Turpin,  who  bore  the  fame  name ;  a  very 
"  fine  Gentleman,  ftout  and  tall.**  The  in- 
decencies that  the  female  prifoners  afterwards 
fuffered  from  this  M.  Montoiron,  were  very 
horrible,  and  Brantome  difcuffes  them  with  a 
very  difgufting  levity.  Some  fhameful  and  dif- 
graceful  inftances  of  the  fame  cool  and  delibe- 
rate cruelty,  cruelty  unprovoked  by  any  ebulli- 
tion of  paffion  or  fuddennefs  of  refentment,  but 
the  effe6t  of  wanton  malignity  and  fiend-like 
barbarity,  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  firft  book 
of  Sully's  Memoirs,  ftill  (if  poffible)  more  forci- 
bly proving  Voltaire's  afTertion  refpefting  his 
countrymen,  "  Je  vois  des  Singes  qui  agacent  les 
"  Ttgresr 
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NOSTRADAMUS. 

Of  the  great  eafe  with  which  any  pretended 
prophecy  may  be  applied  to  an  event,  the  fol- 
lowing inftances  of  the  applications  that  have 
been  made  from  the  prophecies  of  Noftradamus 
evince.  In  one  of  his  Quatrains  (for  in  that 
form  his  oracles  are  given)  he  fays,  "  Les  OH- 
"  viers  croitront  en  Angleterre"  That,  fay  his 
interpreters,  alludes  to  the  feizure  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  England  by  Oliver  Cromwell. 

When  the  French  took  the  city  of  Aras  * 
from  the  Spaniards,  under  Louis  XIII.  after  a 
very  long  and  moft  defperate  fiege,  it  was  re- 
membered that  Noftradamus  had  faid, 

Les  anciens  crapauds  prendront  Sara. 
The  ancient  toads  fhall  Sara  take. 

This  line  was  then  applied  to  that  event  in  this 
very  round-about  manner :  Sara  is  Aras  back- 
ward. By  the  ancient  toads  were  meant  the 
French,  as  that  Nation  formerly  had  for  its  armo- 
rial bearings  three  of  thefe  odious  reptiles,  iu- 
ftead  of  the  three  flowers  de  luce  which  it  nqw 
bears. 

*  Arras  was  anciently  fpelt  Arat* 


Noftra- 
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Noftradamus  was  more  lucky  than  ufual  in 
one  of  his  Quatrains,  which  was  applied  to  the 
death  of  Henry  the  Second  of  France,  killed  at 
a  tournament  by  Montgomery ;  the  lance  pierc- 
ing his  eye  through  his  golden  vizor  *. 

Le  Lion  jeune  le  vieux  furmmtera 
En  champ  belllque  par  fmgulier  duel^ 
Dam  cage  dyor les  yeux  lui  crevera. 
Deux  plaies  une^  puis  mourir  :  mort  cruelle. 

The  elder  lion  fhall  the  young  engage, 

And  him  in  ftout  and  fingle  combat  flay: 

Shall  put  his  eyes  out  in  a  golden  cage, 

One  wound  in  two.   How  fad  to  die  in  fuch  a  way  ! 

This  fuppofed  prediftion  gained  him  great 
credit,  and  many  perfons  of  confequence  vifited 
him  in  his  retreat  at  Salons  en  Provence,  to 
confult  him  refpefting  their  fortunes:  amongft 

*  "  When  I  was  in  France,"  fays  Lord  Bacon,  u  I 
"  heard  from  one  Dr.  Pena,  that  the  Queen-Mother  (Ca- 
M  therine  de  Medicis,  who  was  given  to  curious  arts)  caufed 
"  the  King  her  hufband's  nativity  to  be  calculated  under 
u  a  falfe  name,  and  the  Aftrologer  gave  a  judgment,  that 
"  he  fhould  be  killed  in  a  duel.  At  which  the  Queen 
"  laughed,  thinking  her  hufband  to  be  above  challenges 
Ct  and  duelling ;  but  he  was  (lain  upon  a  courfe  at  tilt,  the 
£t  fplinters  of  the  ftaff  of  Montgomery  going  in  at  his 
a  beaver/*    Of  Prophecies,  EJfay  35. 

other 
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other  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  that  folly  and 
of  that  wickedneis,  were  Emanuel  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  his  Duchefs,  and  his  own  Sovereign 
Charles  the  Ninth.  Charles  made  him  a  very 
confiderable  prefent  in  money,  fettled  a  pen- 
fion  upon  him,  and  made  him  his  phyfician  in 
ordinary,  Nofhradamus  having  been  originally 
bred  to  the  profeflion  of  medicine. 

The  family  of  Noftradamus  had  been  a 
Jewifh  family.  He  pretended  to  be  of  the  tribe 
of  IlTachar ;  becaufe  it  is  faid  in  the  Chronicles, 
"  that  there  fhail  come  learned  men  from  the 
u  fons  of  Iffachar,  who  know  all  times 

Nofhradamus  died  at  Salons  in  1566.  Jodelle 
the  Poet  made  this  diftich  upon  the  Prophet : 

Noftra  damus  cum  falja  damus,  namfallere  nojirumefty 
Et  cum  falfa  damus,  nil  nifi  nojlra  damus. 

*  "  My  judgment  is,  that  they  (modern  prophecies) 
"  ought  all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to  ferve  but  as 
"  winter-talk  by  the  fire-fide.  Though,  when  I  fay  de- 
"  fpifed,  I  mean  it  as  for  belief;  for  otherwife,  the 
"  fpreading  or  publilhing  of  them  is  in  no  fort  to  be 

defpifed,  for  they  have  done  much  mifchief.  And  I 
44  fee  many  fevere  laws  made  to  fupprefs  them."  Bacon, 


The 
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The  following  Quatrain  of  Noftradamus  was 
applied  to  James  the  Second,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  Revolution. 

Celut  qui  la  principaute 
Tiendra  par  grande  cruaute^ 
ji  la  fin  verra  grande  phalange 
Porter  coup  de  feu  t-res  danger  eux* 
Par  accord  pourra  faire  mieux 
Autrement^  boira  fuc  d'Orange. 

He  who  the  Britifh  empire's  reins 
By  force  and  cruelty  maintains, 
Shall  in  h's  turn  each  horror  feel, 
The  Waiting  fire,  th'  avenging  fteeh 
Then  let  him  with  his  foe  agree, 
And  fave  the  land  from  mifcry, 
Or  to  his  iips  the  Orange  juice 
Shall  poifon's  fatal  ills  produce. 

Noftradamus  drew  horofcopes  and  calculated 
nativities.  Gaffendi  (who  had  in  early  life  ber 
lieved  in  Aftrology),  when  he  pafled  through 
Salons  in  Provence,  the  place  where  Noftrada- 
mus lived,  had  the  curiofity  (as  he  tells  us  in 
his  Lecters)  to  examine  the  nativity  which  this 
pretended  Prophet  had  calculated  of  the  fa- 
ther of  the  principal  Magiftrate  of  the  place, 
when  he  found  thit  all  the  principal  events  of 
his  life  had  taken  place  in  the  exaft  contrary- 
manner  to  that  in  which  they  had  been  pre- 
didted.  He  was  to  have  an  increafe  of  fortune 
I  from 
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from  a  ftranger  to  his  family,  and  he  never  had 
any  fortune  but  that  which  his  father  had  left 
him  ;  he  was  to  be  a  great  traveller,  and  he  had 
never  quitted  his  native  province;  he  was  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  he  never  had  a  fcrious  quarrel 
with  any  perfon  in  his  life. 


CHANCELIER  DE  L'HOPITAL. 
Who  could  have  imagined  that  this  rugged 
and  inflexible  magiftrate  would  have  amufed 
his  leifure  with  writing  Latin  verfes  to  fati- 
rize  the  ladies  of  his  time  who  did  not  fuckle 
their  own  children  ?  His  poem  on  this  fingular 
fubjed  is  addrefled  to  the  celebrated  Jean 
Morel.  Some  of  the  lines  may  be  thus  tranf- 
Jated  : 

Can  Nature,  like  a  ftep-mother,  deny 
The  la&eal  balm,  the  tender  babe's  fupply  ? 
Indulgent  parent !  from  her  copious  (lores 
The  food  of  helplefs  infant  life  (lie  pours  ; 
To  thofe  vain  females  niggardly  alone, 
Whofe  pride  and  luxury  her  powers  difown. 
Obferve  the  favage  tyrants  of  the  field, 
They  to  th'  unnatural  mother  leflbns  yield. 
Does  the  fierce  lionefs,  of  horrid  glare, 
Negledl  her  favage  charge,  her  rifing  care; 
And  her  young  offspring,  with  obdurate  heart, 
To  her  fell  neighbour's  purchased  care  impart  ? 

E  4  The 
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.The  poem  is  a  long  one,  and  contains  many 
as  fine  and  as  ftrong  fentiments  as  thofe  juft 
quoted.  The  late  excellent  Dr.  Gregory  of 
Edinburgh  has,  in  his  very  ingenious  and  enter- 
taining H  Comparative  View  of  the  State  and 
"  Faculties  of  Man  with  thofe  of  the  Animal 
"  World,"  (hewn  it  to  be  no  lefs  the  intereft 
than  the  duty  of  the  mother  (unlefs  her  ftate  of 
health  prevent  it)  to  fuckleherown  child.  She 
procures  greater  health  and  fpirits,  as  well  as 
greater  beauty,  by  the  operation ;  and,  adds  he, 
"  another  great  inconveniency  attending  the 
"  negledt  is,  the  depriving  women  of  that  inter- 
"  val  of  refpite  and  of  eafe  which  nature  in- 
"  tended  for  them  between  child-bearings. 
f€  A  woman  who  does  not  nurfe,  has  naturally 
"  a  child  every  year :  this  greatly  exhaufts  the 
u  conftitution,  and  brings  on  the  infirmities  of 
"  old  age  before  their  time.  A  woman  who 
"  nurfes  her  child,  has  an  interval  of  a  year  and 
"  a  half  or  two  years  betwixt  her  children,  in 
"  which  the  conftitution  has  time  to  recover 
"  its  vigour." 

l 

The  Chancellor  de  FHopital's  Latin  Poems 
are  in  one  vol.  folio,  1585,  and  in  one  vol. 
oftavo,  1732.  Of  this  great  magiftrate's  fimple 
manner  of  living  Brantome  gives  this  account : 

"  II 
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**  II  me  depecha  bientot  &  nous  fit  diner 
tres  bien  du  bouilii  feulement  (car  c'etoit  fon 
*f  ufage).   Devant  le  diner  ce  n'etoit  que  beaux 
"  difcours  &  belles  fentences  &  quelquefois 
"  auffi  de  gentils  mots  pour  rire." 

L'Hopital  ufed  to  fay  of  thofe  perfons  who 
piqued  themfelves  upon  never  refufing  any- 
thing, "  that  they  had  one  quality  at  leaft  in 

common  with  a  young  prodigal,  and  with  a 
&  woman  of  loofe  condudt." 


LE  PRESIDENT  DE  THOU. 

The  illufhrious  Thuanus  faid,  that  on  his 
mentioning  one  day  to  his  Father,  Chriflopher 
de  Thou,  Firft  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  fomething  relating  to  the  infamous  and 
cruel  mafTacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  he  flopped 
him  fhortly,  exclaiming  from  Statius, 

"  Excidat  ilia  dies  avo*>  nec  pojlera  credant 
"  Sacula  ;  nos  certe  taceamus^  et  obruta  mult  a 
<c  NqEU  tegi  propria  patiamur  crun  na  gentes" 

"  O  may  that  day,  the  fcandal  of  the  age, 

"  Be  ever  blotted  from  thehiftoric  page  ! 

<c  May  the  kind  Fates  in  Night's  obfcureft  veil 

<c  Cover  each  record  of  the  horrid  tale ; 

"  And  hide,  in  mercy,  from  all  future  times 

"  Our  nation's  cruelty,  our  nation's  crimes !" 


I    5s  ] 


MONTAGNE. 

When  Montague's  Travels  were  found  in 
MS.  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  chefl  at  his  chateau 
in  the  province  of  perigord,  much  was  expefted 
from  them.  They  have  been  lately  publilhed, 
and  contain  nothing  but  the  hiftory  of  his  dif- 
orders,  and  of  the  euefcs  of  the  feveral  mineral 
waters  he  tried  upon  them.  One  paffage  in 
them  however,  when  he  comes  to  fpeak  of 
Rome,  is  very  fublime.  His  obfervations,  in 
general,  he  diftated  to  his  Secretary,  who  makes 
his  mafter  fpeak  in  the  third  perfon.  They 
were  together  at  Rome  in  the  year  1580  1  "  On 
"  ne  voit  rien  de  Rome  que  le  Ciel,  fans  le- 
"  quel  elle  avoit  ete  affile,  &  la  plant  de  fon 
€C  gite ;  que  cette  fcience  qu'on  en  avoit  etoit 
"  une  fcience  abilraite  &  de  contemplation, 
(i  de  laquelle  il  n'avoit  rien  qui  tombat  fous  les 
"  fens.  Ceux  qui  difoient  qu'on  y  voyoit  les 
"  ruines  de  Rome  en  difoient  trop,  car  les 
"  ruines  d'une  li  epouvantable  machine  rappor- 
"  tereient  plus  d'honneur  &  de  reverence  a  fa 

memoire ;  ce  n'etoit  rien  que  fon  fepulture. 
"  Le  monde  ennemi  de  fa  longue  domination 
"  avoit  premierement  brife  &  fracaffe  toutes 
"  les  pieces  de  ce  corps  admirable ;  &  parce- 
f<  qu'encore  tout  mort,  renverfe  &  defigure,  il 

«  lui 
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0  lui  faifoit  horreur,  il  en  avoit  enfeveli  la  ruine 
»  meme." 


Montagne  has  been  falfely  accufed  of  want  of 
religion.  On  finding  bimfelf  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  he  fent  to  ibme  of  his  neighbours  to  pray 
with  him,  and  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  mafs 
in  his  chamber.  At  the  inftant  of  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  hoft,  he  with  a  tranfport  of  devotion 
raifed  himfelf  out  of  his  bed  upon  his  knees, 
and  died  in  the  ad  of  adoring  that  facred  myf- 
tery  of  the  Cacholic  church* 

Montagne  appears  to  have  poffeffed  a  mind 
highly  fufceptible  of  the  power  of  friendfhip. 
His  letter  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  his 
learned  friend  Etienne  de  la  Boetie,  is  a  very 
pathetic  narrative.  Montagne,  at  the  defire  of 
his  father,  tranflated  from  the  Latin  Sebonde's 
Natural  Theology.  He  dedicates  his  tranf- 
lation  to  his  father,  and,  with  a  filial  refpeft  not 
very  common,  calls  him  every  where  in  the  de- 
dication Monfeigneur . 

Cardinal  de  Perron  ufed  to  call  Montagne's 
Eflays  "  Le  Breviaire  des  Honnetes  Gens" 
The  feverer  Huet  entitles  them  "  Le  Breviaire 
"  des  Parejfeux"  The  peevifh  Scaliger  cries 
out,  "  What  is  it  to  the  world  in  general, 

"  whether 
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«  whether  Montagne  loves  red  or  white  wine 
"  beft  ?,f  Yet  in  fpite  of  this  farcafm  of  that 
great  fcholar,  whatever  Montagne  relates  about 
himfelf  comes  home  to  the  bufinefs  and  bofom 
of  every  lover  of  nature  and  obferver  of  the 
human  chara&er.  To  his  Effays  may  be  ap- 
plied from  Horace, 

"  Ilk  velut  fidis  arcana  fodalibus  ollm 

<c  Credebat  libris  :  neque^fi  male  cejferat  ujquarn 

4C  Decurrens  aliby  neque  ft  bene^  quo  Jit  ut  omnis 

<c  Votlva  pateat  veluti  defcripta  tabella 

«  Vita ftnis  99 

Montagne,  whom  no  one  can  fufped  of  pre- 
judice or  bigotry,  or  of  attachment  to  any  thing 
merely  becaufe  it  is  eftablifhed,  fpeaking  of 
Kings,  fays,  with  his  ufual  good  humour  and 
good  fenfe,  "  We  owe  duty  and  obedience  to 
"  Kings ;  for  that  regards  their  office,  Efteem 
"  and  affe&ion  we  owe  to  them  when  they  are 
"  perfons  of  virtue.  Let  us  make  the  facrifice 
cc  for  the  fake  of  political  order,  to  bear  with 
"  them  with  patience,  even  when  they  are  un- 
"  worthy  of  their  high  office.  For  the  fame 
"  reafon  let  us  conceal  their  failings,  and  make 
"  the  mod  we  can  even  of  their  indifferent 
"  adtions,  as  long  as  we  ihall  have  occafion  for 
^  their  fupport." 

Though 
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Though  always  talking  and  thinking  about 
his  health,  Montagne  affedted  univerfally  to 
ridicule  the  profeffors  of  medicine.  He  ufed 
to  fay  of  them,  44  that  they  know  more  of 
44  Galen  than  of  their  patients.  Yet,"  added 
he,  44  let  them  live  by  our  follies ;  they  are  not 
44  the  only  perfons  who  do  fo."  To  fome  hy- 
pochondriacal, friend  of  his  he  faid,  "  Get  your 
ft  phyfician  to  order  you  a  medicine  for  your 
M  head ;  it  will  do  you  more  fervice  there  than 
44  when  applied  to  the  ftomach." 

44  Cowardice/'  fays  Montague  very  well,  in 
one  of  his  Effays,  "  is  the  mother  of  cruelty. 
44  Courage,"  adds  he,  44  that  I  mean  which 
44  oppofes  itfelf  only  to  refiftance, 

nec  nifi  bellantis  gaudet  cervice  juvencz^ 

44  flops  when  it  fees  the  enemy  at  its  mercy. 
44  But  cowardice,"  continues  the  acute  Gafcon, 
44  to  fhew  that  it  can  alfo  do  its  part,  not  hav- 
44  ing  been  able  to  figure  in  the  firft  rank, 
44  takes  its  part  in  the  fecond,  which  is  blood 
44  and  flaughter.  The  murders  attendant  upon 
4C  victories  are  generally  committed  by  the 
"  loweft  clafs  of  the  army,  and  by  thofe  that 
"  have  the  care  of  the  baggage.  And  what 
44  caufes  fuch  unheard-of  cruelties  in  all  civil 
44  wars  is,  that  the  populace,  to  fhew  its  bravery 

«  and 
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"  and  its  military  lkill,  fteeps  itfelf  in  blood  up 
"  to  the  elbows,  and  tears  to  pieces  even  the 
"  body  that  lies  proftrate  at  its  feet/* 

"  I,  in  conjunction  with  the  Baron  of  Can- 
k$  pene,"  fays  this  entertaining  Writer,  "  had 
"  the  patronage  of  a  benefice  at  the  foot  of 
"  one  of  our  Gafcon  mountains,  in  a  country 
"  of  confiderable  extent.    The  inhabitants  of 
"  this  fpot,  like  thofe  of  the  Valley  Angrougne, 
"  lived  after  a  manner  of  their  own,  and  were 
"  governed  ^by  certain  laws  and  regulations 
"  which  had  been  received  from  father  to  fon, 
"  and  to  which  they  confented  to  pay  obe- 
"  dience,  from  the  reverence   they  had  to 
"  eftablifhed  cuftom.    This  little  diftriCt  was, 
"  from  time    immemorial,   in   fo  happy  a 
"  fituation,   that  none  of  the  neighbouring 
«  Judges  had  ever  taken  the  trouble  to  decide 
"  any  of  their  caufes.     No  lawyer  had  ever 
"  been  employed  to  confult  with  them ;  no 
"  ftranger  had  ever  been  called  in  to  fettle 
"  their  difputes  -y  nor  was  any  inhabitant  ever 
"  known  to  be  reduced  to  alk  alms.  They 
"  avoided  very  fcrupuloufly  all  connections 
"  with  the  other  parts  of  France,  to  keep  their 
"  minds  in  the  utmoft  ftate  of  purity ;  until 
«  fome  time  fince,  in  the  memory  of  the  fa- 
"  thers  of  the  prefcnt  generation,  it  unluckily 

"  happened 
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4t  happened  that  one  of  the  natives  took  it  into 
"  his  head  to  breed  up  his  fon  as  a  lawyer, 
*  having  had  him  taught  to  write  in  a  neigh- 
"  bouring  village.    This  youth  being  now  be- 
u  come  a  perfon  of  confequence  in  his  own 
u  eyes,  began  to  difdain  the  old  cuftoms  of 
"  the  diftridi,  and  to  put  into  the  heads  of  its 
H  inhabitants  high  notions  of  the  magnificence 
u  that  took  place  around  them.    One  of  the 
"  inhabitants  having  had  a  goat  purloined  from 
"  him,  he  advifed  him  to  apply  for  juftioe  to 
"  the  royal  Judges  that  were  neareft  to  him ; 
"  and  thus  he  went  on  till  he  had  deftroyed  all 
"  the  antient  fimplicity  of  his  countrymen. 
"  At  the  tail  of  this  innovation,  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  fay,  there  happened  one  of  much  more 
"  fatal  confequence,  by  means  of  a  phyiician, 
u  who  unluckily  for  them  took  it  into  his 
"  head  to  marry  a  young  woman  of  ttfeir  viT- 
"  lage,  and  live  amongft  them.    He  began 
"  with  teaching  them  that  there  were  fuch 
"  things  as  fevers,  rheums,  and  impofthumes, 
u  and  in  what  part  of  the  human  body  the 
"  heart,  the  liver,  and   the   inteftines  were 
ut  placed,  of  which  till  then  they  had  remained 
"  in  perfed:  ignorance;  and  inftead  of  garlick, 
w  with  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to 
u  cure  all  their  difeafes,  however  violent  and 
*  dangerous,  he  ordered  them  for  a  cough  or 

«  an 


64  MONTAGNE. 

"  an  indigeftion  fome  ftrange  foreign  mixtures^ 
"  and  began  to  make  a  trade  not  only  of 
"  their  healths  but  of  their  lives.  They  fwear, 
"  that  until  his  time  they  never  obferved  that 
"  being  out  at  night  in  the  dew  gave  them 
"  head-achs,  that  it  was  unwholefome  to  drink 
"  any  thing  warm,  or  that  the  winds  of  au- 
"  tumn  were  more  unwholefcme  than  thofe  of 
"  the  fpring;  that  fince  their  making  ufe  of 
"  the  medicines  introduced  by  him,  they  have 
"  been  befet  with  a  whole  legion  of  difeafes* 
"  to  which  they  had  never  been  accuftomed; 
"  and  that  they  perceive  a  general  failing-off 
"  of  their  antient  vigour  of  conftitution^as  well 
"  as  that  their  lives  are  fhcrtened  by  one  half 
«  at  leaft." 

"  There  is  no  nation,"  adds  Montagne, 
"  which  has  not  exifted  for  feveral  ages  with- 
"  out  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  medicine. 
*f  Phyficians  were  not  known  in  the  firft  ages, 
"  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  beft,  the  moft  happy 
"  times,  and  even  the  tenth  part  of  the  world 
"  does  not  make  ufe  of  them.  The  Remans 
"  were  fix  hundred  years  without  them  3  and, 
"  after  having  tried  them  for  fome  time,  dif- 
"  miffed  them  from  their  city  at  the  inftiga- 
"  tion  of  Cato  the  Cenfor,  who  fhewed  at  leaft 
"  how  well  he  could  do  without  them,  having 

"  lived 
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kt  lived  himfelf  eighty-five  years,  and  having 
*'  enabled  his  wife  to  attain  to  an  extreme 
"  old  age  without  a  phyfician,  tho'  not  indeed 
u  withotit  phyfic,  for  I  give  that  name  to  every 
"  thing  which  can  contribute  to  the  falubrity 
"  of  our  lives. " 

The  lively  old  Gafcon  mentions  in  his 
EftaySj  that  he  faw  three  American  favages  at 
Rouen  in  France,  who  viiited  that  country  from 
fcuriofity  ;  that  they  were  prefented  to  Charles 
the  Ninths  who  happened  to  be  at  P.ouen  at 
the  time,  and  were  fhewn  every  thirig  cir  rous 
that  the  capital  of  Normandy  poilefted,  as  the 
Cathedral,  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  &c.  The  King: 
(poke  to  them  for  fome  time  by  his  interpre- 
ter; and  after  they  had  dole  ved  the  fplendor 
of  the  Cour- ,  its  manner  or  living,  and  fhe  new 
light  to  them  of  a  fine  city,  they  were  afked 
What  had  molt  ftru::k  them.  cc  They  mentioned 
"  three  things/*  lays  Montagne,  tt  I  have  for* 
"  gotten  one  of  them.  They  faicl,  they  were 
w  much  aftonifhed  that  fo  many  men  of  large 
*  ftature  (meaning  the  King's  Swifs  Guards), 
u  with  large  beards,  ftrong,  and  bearing  arms,, 
u  fliould  fubmit  to  obey  a  child  *j  and  that 

"  they 

*  A  cotemporary  Writer  obferves,  that  another  of  the 
things  which  {truck  them  was  the  market-place  of  Rouen, 
vox.,  iv.  f  where 
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cc  they  did  not  rather  chufe  one  from  them-' 
"  felves  to  command  them.  They  were  next 
"  aftonifhed  (as  they  have  a  term  in  their  lan- 
«  guage  for  men,  which  is,  counterparts  one  of 
u  another )  that  they  had  obferved  amongft  us 
€i  men  full  and  gorged  (gorgez)  with  all  kinds 
<c  of  conveniencies,  and  that  their  counterparts 
c<  were  begging  at  their  doors,  dying  of  hunger 
"  and  poverty  and  thought  it  ftrange  that 
<c  thefe  counterparts  to  each  other  could  fuffer 
u  fuch  an  injuftice,  and  that  they  did  not 
"  either  take  them  by  the  throat,  or  burn  their 
"  houfes." 

"  I  afked  one  of  them,"  adds  Montag-ne 
"  (who  appeared  to  be  the  chief,  and  whom 
"  the  failors  who  brought  them  over  called  a 
u  King)  what  advantage  he  received  from  Ins 
"  fuperiority  of  rank  ta  the  reft  of  his  brethren. 
*c  He  replied,  that  he  marched  at  their  head 
cc  when  they  went  to  war.  I  aiked  him  how 
"  many  men  followed  him  on  that  occafion. 

where  provisions  and  all  kinds  of  conveniencies  were  im- 
mediately to  be  had  on  a  man's  taking  a  piece  of  metal  out 
of  a  bag.  Here  they  flopped,  and  failed  to  obferve  this 
as  the  effe£fc  of  a  regular  eftablifhed  government,  whilft 
they,  living  free  and  independent,  are  reduced  to  all  the 
miferies  of  extemporaneous  life,  and  often  die  of  hunger. 

«  He 
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u  He  replied,  pointing  to  a  certain  inclofure, 
u  that  there  might  be  as  many  perfons  as  that 
"  could  contain  (about  four  or  five  thoufand 
"  perhaps).  I  then  afked  him  if  his  authority 
u  ceafed  after  the  war.  He  replied,  that  this 
"  mark  of  it  only  remained,  that  when  he 
"  vifited  the  villages  dependent  upon  his  go- 
"  Vernment,  they  made  a  road  through  the 
"  hedges  of  their  inclofures,  that  he  might 
u  pafs  at  his  eafe." 

Montagne,  in  one  of  his  Eflays,  with  great 
truth  calls  the  imagination  u  la  Folk  da  Lcgis" 
that  power  of  the  mind  which  without  proper 
direction  ferves  merely  to  embarrafs  and  diftracfc 
the  underflanding. 

"  Plutarch,"  fays  this  excellent  Writer,  fays 
"  fomewhere  in  his  Chapter  upon  Inequality, 
u  there  is  not  fo  great  a  difference  between  one 
"  beaft  and  another,  as  between  one  man  and 
"  another.    He  is  fpeaking  of  the  powers  of 
'*  the  mind  and  the  internal  qualities  of  man. 
"  In  truth,  I  find  fuch  a  diftance  in  point  of 
"  intelleft,  as  I  think,  between  Epaminondas 
"  and  a  perfon  who  ihall  be  namelefs,  that  I 
"  would  readily  go  beyond  Plutarch,  and  fay 
u  that  there  is  more  difference  between  thofe 

P  2  tt  tWO 
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"  two  perfons  than  there  is  between  a  parti- 
u  cular  man  and  a  particular  beaft. 

"  Hem,  Fir  Viro  quid  prajiat ! 
"  And  there  are  as  many  different  degrees  of 
e<  underftanding  in  men  as  there  are  feet  from 
u  earth  to  Heaven :  nearly  without  number. 

***** 

<c  In  truth,  except  the  mere  name  of  King, 
"  our  Kings  in  France  put  us  very  little  out 
"  of  our  way. 

***** 

"  Indeed/  our  laws  are  free  enough,5'  adds 
the  honed  old  Gafcon ;  €t  and  the  weight  of 
**  fovereignty  fcarcely  afFedts  a  French  Gentle- 
"  man  twice  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 
"  The  effential  and  effectual  fubje&ion  governs 
<c  thofe  only  who  wifli  to  have  it  affedt  them, 
"  and  who  like  to  do  themfelves  honour  and  to 
*  enrich  themfelves  by  fuch  fubjedlion.  For 
"  the  man  who  likes  to  keep  fnug  by  his  own 
cc  fire-fide,  and  to  condudt  his  affairs  without 
"  quarrelling  and  without  law-fuits,  is  as  in- 
**  dependent  a  being  as  the  Doge  of  Venice. 
"  Paitcos  fervitusj  p/ures  fervitutem  tenent : — 
96  Slavery  comes  but  to  few  perfons,  but  many 
"  parfons  come  to  flavery." 
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PIERRE  CHARRON. 

Char  Ron's  celebrated  Treatife  on  Wifdom 
Is  a  kind  of  Commentary  on  the  EiTays  of 
Montagne.  The  old  Gafcon  was  fo  pleafed  with 
his  book  and  his  converfation,  that  he  permitted 
him  to  take  his  name  and  to  bear  his  arms. 
The  times  in  which  he  wrote  could  fo  ill  bear 
the  truths  advanced  in  the  "  Treatife  u\)oi\ 
w  Wifdom,"  that  he  was  denounced  by  the 
Univerfity  of  Paris  as  a  man  of  irreligious 
principles.  His  friend  the  Prefident  Jeannin, 
fo  well  known  by  his  negotiations  *  in  Hol- 
land, faved  his  book  from  being  condemned,  by 
permitting  the  fale  of  it  as  a  book  of  politics,, 
The  frontifpiece  to  the  Elzevir  edition  of  Char- 
ron's  Treatife  reprefents  the  Goddefs  of  Folly 
leading  mankind  by  their  paffions. 

Charron  wrote  another  Treatife,  not  fo  much 
read  as  his  Treatife  upon  Wifdom.  It  is  on  the 
Three  Great  Truths.  In  the  firft  part  he  at- 
tacks the  Atheifts;  in  the  fecond  he  attacks 
the  Pagan  and  the  Mahometan  religion  ;  and  in 
the  third  he  defends  the  dodtnnes  of  the 
Romifh  Church. 

*  Cardinal  Richelieu  ufed  to  call  Jeannin's  Memoirs  of 
She  Negotiations  in  Holland,  the  Breviary  of  Statefmen. 

f  3  Charron 
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Charron  begins  one  of  his  Chapters  upon 
Wifdom  thus  :  "Nihil eft  sequalitate  inaqualius  * ; 
tt  There  is  nothing  fo  unequal  as  equality." 
There  is  no  hatred  fo  great  as  that  which 
takes  place  among  perfons  who  are  equal  to  one 
another.  The  envy  and  jealoufy  with  which 
equals  are  pcffefled,  are  the  caufes  of  troubles, 
feditions,  and  civil  wars.  In  all  Govern- 
ments there  muft  be  inequality  of  rank,  but  it 
fhould  be  moderate.  Harmony  itfelf  confifts 
not  in  a  complete  equality  of  tones,  but  in  a 
difference  of  tones,  that  ftill  accord  one  with 
another. 


CARDAN 

wrote  over  the  door  of  his  Library  thefe  words  i 
"  fempus  agfa'  mens — Time  is  my  eftate;"  that 
only  eftate  which  many  literary  perfons  have 
poffefled,  and  which  they  fhould  be  permitted 
to  cultivate  without  interruption.  Cardan's 

*  La  Motte  begins  one  of  his  Odes  thus : 

Equality,  fo  oft  addreft, 

Canft  thou  o'er  wretched  mortals  reign  ? 
Ahs,  thou  ne'er  haft  ftood  the  teft, 

Chimera  boalled  but  in  vain, 


CARDAN,    *  Jt 

idea  was  thus  dilated  by  the  learned  Sculter, 
and  infcribed  over  the  door  of  his  ftudy : 

Amice  quifquis  hue  venisy 
Aut  agita  paucis,  aut  ahi^ 
Aut  we  labor  ant  em  acljuva  : 

One  of  three  things  I  here  requeft 
Of  thofe  my  ftudies  who  moleft : 
Or  to  be  brief  in  what  they  fay, 
Or  ft  rait  to  take  themfelves  away; 
Or  in  my  toil  a  part  to  bear, 
And  aid  me  with  their  friendly  care. 


HENRT  THE  THIRD, 
[1574—1589.] 

exhibited  great  courage  at  the  attack  made  by 
the  Duke  de  Mayenne  upon  the  City  of  Tours. 
Henry  the  Fourth,  then  King  of  Navarre,  who 
flood  near  him,  faid,  "  Sire,  I  am  not  aftonifh- 
"  ed  now,  that  our  people  loft  the  battles  of 
"  Jarnac  and  Moncontour,  fo  fatal  to  the  Hu- 
M  guenot  party." — "  My  brother,"  replied  the 
King  of  France,  "  we  ought  all  to  do  our 
"  duty.     Kings  are  not  more    expofed  to 

14  danger  than  other  perfons :  balls  do  not  look 

15  out  for  them  more  readily  than  for  a  com- 
n  mon  foldier;  and  I  have  never  heard  yet 

F  4  "  that 
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"  that  a  King  of  France  has  been  killect 
u  by  a  muiquet  bail:  it  will  moft  probably 
f?  not  begirt  wich  me." 

On  his  .quitting  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  tq> 
^afce  ppffeflion  of  that  of  France,  a  Polirh 
Nobleman  kid  to  him,  -  Sire,  if  to  have  in 
?c  poffeflion  the  affedions  of  a  whole  Nation  be 
6C  really  to  reign,  where  can  you  reign  more  ab- 
"  folutely  than  in  Poland  ?    You  cannot  ex- 
fc  ped  to  find  in  France,  in  {he  prefent  fitua- 
"  tion  of  that  kingdom,  that  which  you  leave 
V  behind  you  with  us."    This  fpeech  was  but 
too  prophetic  of  what  afterwards  happened  :  he 
had  not  long  been  King  of  France,  before  he 
was  aflaffinated  by  a  Dominican  Fri^r.  The 
wound  was  not  at  firft  thought  fatal;  and  on 
the  day  on  which  he  died,  during  the  celebra- 
tion of  Mafs  in  his  chamber,  the  Prince  ex- 
claimed, with  great  devotion,  "  My  Lord  and 
"  my  God,  if  my  life  will  be  ufeful  to  my 
"  people,  preferve  it !  if  not,  take  my  foul  and 
"  body,  and  place  them  in  thy  Paradife  i  Thy 
f<  will  be  done!" 


"  Henry's  character  of  underftanding,"  fays 
Thuanus,  "  appears  incomprehenfible ;  in  feme 
!?  refpeds  above  his  dignity,  in  others  below 
f.  childifhnefs."  The  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 

was 


HENRY   THE  THIRD.  73 

was  inftituted  by  Henry ;  that  of  St.  Michael 
kaving  been  fo  difgraced  by  the  unworthy  pe.r- 
fons  who  had  been  decorated  with  it,  that  this 
Sovereign  called  it,  M  Le  Collier  a  tontes  Betes" 


DUC  D'ALENCON, 

i 

When  this  Prince,  brother  to  Henry  the 
Third  of  France,  was  Lieutenant -General  of 
the  Low  Countries  for  a  fmall  part  of  the  years 
1582  and  1583,  the  army  of  his  countrymen, 
as  if  they  intended  to  finiih  the  peaft  of  the 
Huguenots,  as  they  favagely  called  it,  began 
in  the  year  1572  by  the  celebrated  Maflacre 
of  Paris,  attacked  the  town  of  Antwerp,  on  the 
17th  of  January  1583,  by  furprize  and  againft 
the  faith  of  agreement,  which  they  pillaged,  and 
put  to  the  fword  many  of  the  Proteftants  of 
that  city.  One  French  Nobleman  however^ 
the  Due  de  Montpenfier,  brother-in-law  to 
William  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  prefent  at 
it,  told  the  Due  d'Alen^on,  that  he  ought  to 
tear  out  the  hearts  of  all  thofe  perfons  who  had 
advifed  him  to  be  guilty  of  fo  perfidious  an 
attion,  which,  added  he,  will  fo  completely 
decry  you  and  your  army,  that  it  will  render 
the  French  nation  in  general  detefted  and  exe- 
crated by  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 


The 
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The  French,  indeed,  fo  late  as  that  inhu- 
man tyrant  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  unprovoked  i 
attack  upon  Holland,  perpetrated  fuch  horricj 
cruelties  in  that  country,  that  in  the  year  1673 
a  quarto  volume  was  publifhed  with  this  title  : 
"  Avis  jidele  aux  veritahles  Hollandois  touchant 
"  ce  qui  ceji  pajfe  dans  les  Villages  de  Bodegravt 
"  &  SwammerdaMy  &  les  Cruautes  enormes  que 
^  !es  Francois  y  on  excretes      — "  Good  Advice 

to  all  true  Dutchmen  refpeiting  what  took 
"  place  in  the  Villages  of  Bodegrave  and  Swam- 
"  meroam,  and  the  unheard-of  Cruelties  that 
"  the  French  exercifed  upon  them;  with  an 
"  Account  of  the  laft  March  of  the  Army 
m  of  the  King  of  France  through  Brabant  an4 
«  Flanders/'    The  book  begins  thus ; 

"  What  the  French  have  done  in  this  coun- 
"  try  in  one  year,  exceeds  in  cruelty  and 
"  in  horror  what  any  Hiftorian  has  faid  of 
"  any  Nation  whatfoever,  and  whatever  the 
«  tragic  Poets  have  reprefented  in  any  of 
M  their  Tragedies.  There  are  no  pen  or  pencil 
"  to  be  found  that  can  defcribe  it ;  and  this 
"  (fays  the  Author)  was  not  perpetrated  in 

towns  that  were  conquered,  but  merely  in 
"  thofe  that  were  occupied  by  the  troops,  of 
«  France/' 

#  Tfeis  curious  Book  is  in  the  Britlfli  Mufeum. 

The 
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The  book  is  elegantly  printed,  and  enriched 
with  feveral  very  beautiful  etchings  by  the 
celebrated  Roman  de  Hoogue.  It  would 
furely  be  well  worth  while  to  reprint  this  work 
for  the  fake  of  thole  who  can  read  French,  or 
to  tranflate  it  into  the  different  languages  of 
Europe  for  thofe  who  do  not  underftand  that 
language,  that  they  may  be  taught  what  they 
are  to  expeft  if  they  fhould  admit  amongft 
them  a  people*,  who,  under  everr  form  of- 
Government,  as  well  that  of  a  Monarchy  as 
that  of  a  Republic,  have  (hewn  themfelves  falfib, 
ferocious,  and  fanguinary,  the  Blafphemers  of 
their  God,  and  the  Enemies  of  the  Humaa 
Race. 


LOUISA  DE  LORRAINE, 

QUEEN    OF    HENRY    THE  THIRD. 

When  her  niece,  Madame  Chriftina,  was 
fetting  out  for  Florence,  to  be  married  to  Fer- 
dinand de  Medicis,  (he  told  her,  "  Bear  in 
<c  mind,  my  dear  girl,  that  you  will  always  be 
"  looked  upon  as  a  ftranger  in  the  country 
"  where  you  are  going,  till  you  have  borne  a 

child;  this  will  ingraft  you  to  it." 


♦  This  Article  was  firfl  printed  in  the  Autumn  of  1794. 


ACHILLES  HARLAY, 
first  president  of  the  parliament  of 

PARIS, 

remained  ever  faithful  to  his  Sovereign.  At 
the  celebrated  day  of  the  Barricades  \ix  1588, 
the  Duke  of  Guife  wifhed  to  attach  him  to 
his  party,  Harlay  replied,  "  that  the  rule  of 
his  conduit  fhouM  be,  the  fervice  of  the 
"  King  and  the  good  of  the  State  j  and  that  he 
ft  would  fooner  die  than  depart  from  it.'* 

The  party  of  the  League  had  him  arretted  and 
put  into  the  Baftiie.  On  entering  that  horrid 
fortrefs,  he  uttered  thefe  remarkable  words  : 
"  It  is  a  great  pity,  when  the  fervant  is  able 
"  to  difmifs  the  mafter,  My  foul  is  God's,  my 
"  heart  is  my  Sovereign's,  and  my  body  is  in 
P  the  hands  of  violence,  to  do  with  it  wh^t  it 
«  pleafes." 


MAGDALENE  DE  SAINT  NECTAIRE, 

Widow  of  Gui  de  Saint  Exuperi,  was  a  Pro- 
teftant,  and  diflinguifhed  herfelf  very  much  in 
the  Civil  Wars  of  Fiance.  After  her  hufband's 
death  fhe  retired  to  her  Chateau  at  Mirejnont^ 
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in  the  Limoufin;  where,  with  fixty  young 
Gentlemen  well  armed,  fhe  ufed  to  make  ex- 
curfions  upon  the  Catholic  armies  in  her  neigh- 
bourhood. In  the  year  1575,  M.  Montal, 
Governor  of  the  Province,  having  had  his  de- 
tachments often  defeated  by  this  extraordi- 
nary lady,  took  the  re  olution  to  befiegc  her  in 
her  Chateau  with  fifteen  hundred  foot  and 
fifty  horfe.  She  Tallied  out  upon  him,  and. 
defeated  his  troops.  On  returning,  however, 
to  her  Chateau,  and  finding  it  in  the  pofTefliott 
of  the  enemy,  (lie  galloped  away  to  a  neigh- 
bouring town,  Turenne,  to  procure  a  reinforce- 
ment for  her  little  army.  Montal  watched  for 
her  in  a  defile,  but  was  defeated,  and  himfelf 
mortally  wounded. 

This  is  all  that  is  known  of  this  heroine, 
whofe  courage  and  conduct  we  have  feen  re- 
placed in  our  times  by  the  celebrated  and  un- 
fortunate Chevaliere  d'Eon* 


MURETUS. 

This  celebrated  fcholar  was  taken  ill  upon 
ihe  road  as  he  was  travelling  from  Paris  to 
Lyons ;  and,  as  his  appearance  was  not  much  in 
bis  favour,  he  was  carried  to  an  hoipital.  Two 

phyficians 


phyficians  attended  him;  and  his  difeaft  ndft 
being  a  very  common  one,  they  thought  it  right 
to-  try  fomething  new,  and  out  of  the  ufual 
road  of  pra&ice,  upon  him.  One  of  them, 
not  knowing  that  his  patient  underftood  Latin, 
faid  in  that  language  to  the  other,  "  We  may 
u  furely  venture  to  try  an  experiment  upon  the 
"  body  of  fo  mean  a  man  as  our  patient  is." 
a  Mean,  Sirs  !"  replied  Muretus  m  Latin  to 
their  aftonifhment ;  "  can  you  pretend  to  call 
cc  any  man  fo,  Sir,' for  whom  the  Saviour  of  the 
€C  world  himfelf  did  not  think  it  beneath  him 
"  to  die  r> 


This  great  fcholar  wrote  Latin  with  fuch  ele* 
gance,  that  he  impofed  upon  Jofeph  Scaliger 
fome  Latin  lines  written  by  himfelf  as  a  fragment 
of  Terence.  Scaliger  was  enraged  on  finding 
out  the.  trick  that  had  been  put  upon  him,  and 
a&  Muretus  had  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
burnt  at  Thouloufe  by  the  fentence  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  city,  he  made  this  diftich 
upon  him  : 

££ui  rigidte  jlammas  evaferat  ante  Tolofa* 
Muretusyfumos  vendidit  ilk  mihu 
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PASSER  AT. 

This  elegant  Writer,  at  the  defire  of  Menry 
the  Third  of  France,  compofed  a  Latin  Poem 
on  the  fubjeft  of  Hounds,  of  their  varieties,  of 
their  education,  and  of  their  difeafes.  The  cele- 
brated Epitaph  on  Henry  the  Third,  killed  by  a 
Monk,  was  written  by  him.  In  that  which  he 
compofed  for  himfelf,  he  merely  defires  his 
fcholars  to  throw  garlands  of  flowers  upon  his 
grave  : 

 Me  a  molliter  ojja  quiefceniy 

Sint  modi  carminibus  non  omr  at  a  mails. 

Light  o'er  my  bones  the  flowery  herbage  refi-, 
And  no  officious  lines  their  peace  mcleft. 

He  adds, 

Verily  abii-y  jic  vos  venijlh^  ahihith  omnes. 
I  lived,  I  died  \  the  common  lot  of  all. 


CHARLES  EMANUEL  THE  FIRST, 

DUKE   OF  SAVOY. 
[1580—  163O.] 

This  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  mdft 
enterprifing  Princes  that  ever  this  enterprifing 
Houfe  has  produced.  His  life  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  one  perpetual  effort.  Germany, 

Spain, 
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Spain,  France,  Geneva,  feem  to  have  been  bf 
turns  the  objedts  of  his  ambition  and  of  his  alli- 
ances. He  died  at  Iaft  of  a  broken  heart  in 
1630,  at  being  defeated  in  mofi  of  his  projects 
of  aggrandizement.  When  he  was  prefled  by 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  to  reftore  the 
Marquifate  of  SaluceSj  according  to  treaty,  he 
remarked,  u  that  reftitution  was  not  a  proper 
€e  word  in  the  mouth  of  a  Sovereign/' 

This  Prince  was  of  fo  clofe  and  referred  a 
difpofition,  that  they  ufcd  to  lay  of  him,  "  that 
€Q  his  heart  was  as  inaccefiible  as  his  country/* 
His  hiftoriaa  tells  us  very  fignificantly,  that 
*c  He  was  always  building  palaces  and  churches  j 
*c  he  loved  and  encouraged  learning,  but  was 
*!  not  fufficiently  defirous  to  make  his  fubje&si 
4C  and  hirnfeif  happy/* 

Charles  Emanuel  was  an  excellent  General* 
He  ufed  to  fay,  that  two  things  were  requifite 
to  make  war  with  advantage,  money  and  autho- 
rity j  and  that  the  latter  was  a  more  fure  means 
of  keeping  foldiersto  their  duty  than  the  former* 
He  alfo  faid,  that  the  quality  of  Sovereignty, 
which  was  of  itfelf  powerful  and  troublefome* 
appeared  to  him  agreeable  in  two  refpe&s ;  firft, 
becaufe  it  gave  a  Prince  a  power  to  be  more 
generous  than  any  other  perfon  $  fecondly,  be- 
2  caufe 
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caufe  it  gave  him  the  power  of  faving,  the  life 
of  a  criminal. 

la  the  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Johnfon,  a 
hiftory  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Savoy 
would  make  a  very  curious  and  very  entertaining 
compilation.  Indeed.,  from  their  fituation,  as 
keeping  the  entrance  into  Italy  on  one  fide, 
they  have  been  ever  much  confidered  and  courted 
by  the  other  Princes  of  Europe ;  and  they  ap- 
pear, differently  from  moil  of  their  Bi  other- 
Sovereigns  who  go  to  war,  to  have  always  ac- 
quired fomething  by  that  horrid  expedient, 
either  an  increafe  of  territory,  or  fome  valuable 
indemnification  in  money. 


HENRT  THE  FOURTH, 

CALLED   THE  GREAT. 
[1589—  l6lO.] 

This  celebrated  Prince  was  accufed  by  Scali- 
ger  of  not  being  learned  himfelf,  and  of  not  en- 
couraging men  of  learning.  He  indeed  fuffered 
Scaliger  to  go  to  be  penfioned  in  Holland ;  but 
the  Monarch  was  perhaps  difpleafed  with  the 
haughtinefs  and  violence  of  this  great  fcholar. 
Henry  founded  a  College  in  Paris,  and  took 
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particular  care  that  the  Profeffors  fhould  be 
paid  their  falaries  regularly.  In  his  early  youth 
he  had  tranflated  into  French  part  of  Ctefar's 
Commentaries ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
was  preparing  to  put  together  a  hiftory  of  his 
own  military  exploits.  It  is  faid,  that  he  en- 
gaged the  Prefident  Jeannin  to  write  the  hifhorjr 
of  his  reign ;  telling  him  that  he  left  him  at 
perfedt  liberty  to  tell  the  truth,  without  artifice 
and  without  difguife. 

Henry  ufed  to  fay  of  his  f<3vereign  power, 
"  I  moft  inconteftibly  hold  my  kingdom  from 
iC  God.  It  belongs  to  him  immediately.  He 
w  has  only  entrufted  me  with  it.  I  ought 
"  therefore  to  make  every  effort  that  he  may 
"  reign  in  it,  that  my  orders  may  be  fubordi- 
"  nate  to  his,  and  that  my  laws  may  make  his 
"  laws  obferved  and  refpefted." 

*  A  King,"  faid  he,  "  fliould  bear  the 
"  heart  of  a  child  toward  God,  and  the  heart 
"  of  a  father  toward  his  fubjefts." 

He  lamented  very  often  the  heavy  taxes  he 
was  obliged  to  impofe  upon  his  fubje&s. 
"  They  have,"  fays  he,  "  a  double  land  tax, 
u  one  of  which  is  collected  for  the  fupport  of 
%  my  experices,  the  other  for  the  wages  of  my 
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officers ;  the  fecond  added  to  the  firft  makes 
"  the  charge  very  heavy  indeed.  They  prefs 
"  harder  perhaps  upon  me  than  upon  thofe  who 
"  pay  them.  There  is  nothing  that  I  defire  fo 
"  much  as  to  eafe  my  fubjefts  of  them.  My 
"  predeceflbrs,"  added  he,  "  thought  that  their 
"  fubje&s  exifted  only  for  them,  and  that  every 
"  thing  belonged  to  them.  With  refped  to 
«  myfelf,  I  always  think  that  I  reign  over  my 
"  fellow-citizens ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  to 
"  whom  I  am  not  indebted.  They  are  mine* 
"  and  I  am  theirs." 

He  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  greateft  men  were 
always  the  laft  to  advife  war,  though  they  were 
fure  to  carry  it  on  well.  He  obferved  once  to 
Sully,  who  requefted  him  not  to  expofe  his 
perfon  fo  much  in  an  engagement,  u  My  friend, 
"  fince  it  is  for  my  honour  and  for  my  crown 
a  that  I  fight,  I  ought  to  look  upon  my  life 
"  and  every  thing  elfe  as  mere  trifles." 

Firmly  perfuaded  that  bravery  fhould  be  one 
of  the  principal  qualities  of  a  King,  he  ufed  to 
fay,  that  he  fhould  defpife  a  Sovereign,  who  in 
time  of  aftion  did  not  expofe  himfelf  like  a 
common  foldier. 

g  Z  M  de 
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M.  de  Noailles  was  in  love  with  the  aunt  oi 
this  Monarch,  and  wrote  one  day,  with  a  dia- 
mond, upon  the  window  of  her  chamber, 

Nul  bonheur  me  contentey 
Absent  de  ma  Divinity 

When  my  Divinity  I  quit, 
All  other  pleafures  fail. 

Henry,  coming  into  the  room  foon  afterwards, 
wrote  in  the  fame  manner  under  them, 

N'  appellez  paz  ainfi  ?na  Tante, 
Elle  aime  trop  Chumanite. 

No  fuch  great  name  my  Aunt  can  fit, 
She  *s  as  a  mortal  frail. 

There  were  feveral  very  devout  Ladies  at  the 
Court  of  Henry.  To  a  Courtier  who  was  one 
day  praifing  their  conduft  extremely,  he  replied , 
"  The  Ladies,  whether  they  are  virtuous,  or 
"  wifh  to  become  virtuous,  have  always  oc- 
"  cafion  for  advice  and  for  prudence  ;  of  them- 
"  felves,  they  always  go  to  extremes 

On  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  (afterwards 
Louis  XIII.)  he  let  every  perfon  into  the  room 

*  The  learned  and  acute  Bifliop  Warburton  ufed  to  fay, 
"  that  the  two  moft  difficult  things  to  meet  with  in  the 
"  world,  were  a  difinterefted  man,  and  a  woman  who  had 
"  common  fenfe ;  that  fenfe,  without  which  wit  is  folly, 
"  learning  pedantry,  and  virtue  itfelf  weakuefs  of  mind." 
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to  fee  him.  The  midwife  intimated  her  appre- 
lienfions  that  the  great  crowd  would  make  the 
child  ilL  "  Hold  your  tongue,  hold  your 
"  tongue,  Mother  Midwife/'  replied  Henry; 
"  do  not  difturb  yourfelf.  As  this  child  is  for 
"  every  one,  it  is  proper  that  every  one  fhoyld 
have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  him." 

Some  one  told  Henry,  that  a  particular  per.- 
ion  of  confequence  of  the  League  party,  to 
whom  he  had  been  very  kind,  by  no  means 
bore  him  any  good- will.  "  Well  then,"  re- 
plied Henry,  "  I  will  be  ftill  kinder  to  him, 
"  which  will  oblige  him  to  love  me."  The 
Duke  de  Mayne,  more  generous,  when  Henry, 
after  having  taken  him  prifoner,  gave  him  very 
liberal  terms  of  pacification,  faid,  "  Now,  Sire, 
^  I  am  really  overcome." 

Henry  once  loft  at  play  a  very  large  furn 
of  money ;  a  fum  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was 
faid  to  have  been  fufficient  to  have  retaken 
Amiens  from  the  Spaniards.  M.  de  Sully 
fuffered  Henry  to  fend  to  him  three  or  four 
times  for  it.  At  lafh  he  -brought  it  to  the 
King  when  he  was  at  the  Arfenal  near  Paris, 
and  laid  it  all  out  upon  the  table  before  him, 
in  the  principal  apartment  of  that  fortrefs. 
Henry  fixed  his  eyes  upon  it  for  fojne  time 
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with  great  attention,  and  turning  to  Sully,  faid, 
"  I  am  corrected ;  I  fhall  never  lofe  any  fum 
ff  of  money  again  as  long  as  I  live." 

Of  fuperftition  he  faid,  that  it  was  merely 
the  ruft  of  religion,  the  mofs  which  grows  on  the 
flock  of  piety.  "  Water,"  added  he,  "  has  its 
"  froth,  the  earth  its  dull,  and  gold  itfelf  comes 
"  not  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  ground  without 
"  its  impurities.'' 

Humanity  appears  to  have  been  a  natural 
virtue  in  Henry.  When  he  made  excurfions 
into  the  diftant  provinces,  he  ufed  to  flop  all 
the  perfons  he  met,  and  alk  them  queftions, 
where  they  were  going  ?  whence  they  came  ? 
what  they  were  carrying?  what  goods  they  fold  ? 
and  what  was  the  price  ?  One  of  his  attendants 
appearing  furprifed  one  clav  at  his  familiarity, 
and  at  his  entering  into  fuch  details  with  his 
fubjefts,  he  faid  to  him,  "  The  Kings  of 
"  France,  my  predeccffors,  thought  themfelves 
"  diftionoured  in  knowing  the  value  of  a  teflon. 
"  With  refped:  to  myfelf,  I  am  anxious  to 
"  know  what  is  the  value  of  half  a  uenier,  and 
"  what  difficulty  the  poor  people  have,  to  get 
"  it,  fo  that  they  may  not  be  taxed  above 
"  their  means." 
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When  fome  of  his  Courtiers  were  one  day 
expreffing  their  fears  that  his  great  familiarity 
would  deftroy  that  refped:  for  his  perfon  which 
fubje&s  ihould  feel  for  their  King;  he  laid, 
"  Pomp,  parade,  and  a  fevere  gravity,  belong 
"  only  to  thofe  who  feel  that  without  fuch 
u  impofing  externals  they  fhould  have  nothing 
<c  that  would  imprefs  refpeft.  With  regard 
"  to  myfelf,  by  the  grace  of  God  I  have  in 
"  myfelf  what  makes  me  think  that  I  am 
"  worthy  of  being  a  King.  Be  that  however 
"as  it  may,  it  is  more  honourable  for  a 
6C  Prince  to  be  beloved  than  feared  by  his 

*  fubjeas." 

On  declaring  war  againft  Spain,  he  had 
thoughts  of  nbolifhing  the  land-tax.  Sully 
afked  him  where  he  fhould  then  be  able  to  find 
the  money  he  wanted  for  carrying  on  the  war. 
"  In  the^hearts  of  my  people,"  replied  Henry ; 
"  that  is  a  treafure  which  can   never  fail 

*  me." 

He  told  the  Prince  of  Rohan,  that  he  made 
it  his  conftant  prayer  to  God  that  he  would 
Milpire  him  with  grace  to  forgive  his  enemies, 
to  gain  the  victory  over  his  paffions,  and  parti- 
cularly over  his  weakneffcs,  and  to  make  ufe  of 
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the  power  he  had  granted  him  with  difcretion 
and  moderation. 

On  being  told  of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Cppde,  when,  as  King  of  Navarre,  he  felt  very 
fenfibly  the  lofs  which  he  had  fuftained,  and 
knew  to  what  dangers  and  difficulties  he  fingly 
remained  expofed,  without  a  friend  to  aflift  and 
advife  him  ;  he  exclaimed,  "  God  alone  is  my 
<c  refuge  and  fupport :  in  him  alone  I  truft, 
"  and  I  fhall  not  be  confounded  *  an  excla- 
mation (fays  Abbe  Brotier)  worthy  of  the  Chief 
of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  whofe  motto  is 
"  Efpoir;y  "  Hope." 

After  the  entire  defeat  of  the  party  of  the 
League  in  France,  a  tradefman  flopped  the 

*  An  ingenious  young  man  came  to  London  fome  years 
ago  in  the  hope  of  getting  fome  employment.  Unfuccefs- 
ful  in  his  attempt,  and  reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  he  had 
intended  to  throw  himfeif  into  the  Thames.  On  palling 
near  the  Royal  Exchange  to  effect  his  daring  and  del- 
pcrate  purpofe,  he  faw  the  carnage  of  the  late  excel* 
lent  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway,  under  the  arms  of  which  was  this 
motto,  a  Never  dejpair.^  The  finguiar  occurrence  of  this 
fentence  had  fuch  an  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  young  man, 
that  he  immediately  defifted  from  his  horrid  defign,  gained 
foon  afterwards  a  confiderable  eftablifihment,  and  died  in 
good  circumftances,  in  the  common  courfe  of  mortality. 
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camp  equipages  of  the  celebrated  La  Noue; 
who  complaining  to  Henry  of  it,  the  latter 
told  him,  "  Though  we  have  been  victorious 
f*  over  our  enemies,  we  have  not  on  that  ac- 
*c  count  difpenfed  from  thejuft  demands  of  our 
"  creditors ;  and  can  you  think  it  ahardfhip  to 
u  Pay  y°ur  debts,  when  I  do  not  pretend  to 
41  difpenfe  myfelf  from  paying  mine?"  He 
then  took  out  of  his  pocket  fome  jewels,  which 
he  gave  to  La  Noue  to  redeem  his  carriages. 

Of  the  readinefs  of  reply  and  good-humour 
of  this  great  Prince,  the  following  anecdote  is 
told  by  Brotier : 

The  Spaniih  Ambaflador  at  the  Coutt  of 
Henry  was  one  day  enquiring  of  him  the 
character  of  his  Minifters.  "  You  fhall  fee 
"  what  they  are  in  a  minute/'  faid  the  * 
Monarch,  On  feeing  M.  de  Silleri,  the  Chan- 
cellor, come  into  the  drawing-room,  he  faid  to 
him,  <k  Sir,  I  am  very  uneafy  at  a  beam  that  is 
u  good  for  nothing,  and  which  feems  to  threaten 
"  to  fall  upon  my  head." — "  Sire,"  replied  Sil- 
ieri,  "  you  Ihould  confuit  your  Architect ;  let 
"  every  thing  be  well  examined,  and  let  him 
4<  go  to  work ,  but  there  is  no  hurry."  Henry 
next  faw  M.  de  Villeroi,  to  whom  he  fpoke  as 

he 
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ftd  had  done  to  SillerL  "  Sire,"  replied  Vil- 
leroi,  without  looking  at  the  beam,  <c  you  are 
"  very  right ;  the  beam  is  very  dangerous  in- 
"  deed."  At  laft  the  Prefident  Jeannin  came 
in,  to  whom  Henry  made  a  fimilar  addrefs  as 
to  the  former  Minifters,  "  Sire,"  faid  the  Pre- 
fident, "  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean.  The 
S  beam  is  a  very  good  one." — "  But,"  replied 
the  King,  "  do  not  I  fee  the  light  through  the 
"  crevices,  or  is  my  head  difordered  ?" — "  Go, 
"  go,  Sire,"  returned  Jeannin,  "  be  quite  at 
"  your  eafe ;  the  beam  will  laft  as  long  as  you 
<c  will."  Then  turning  to  the  Spanifti  Minifter, 
Henry  obferved  to  him,  "  Now  I  think  you  arc 
"  well  acquainted  with  the  charadters  of  my 
i:  three  Minifters.  The  Chancellor  has  no 
tf  opinion  at  all ;  Villeroi  is  always  of  my  opi- 
*  mow,  and  Jeannin  fpeaks  as  he  really  thinks, 
"  and  always  thinks  properly." 

Henry,  on  his  marriage  with  Mary  of  Medi- 
cis,  placed  Madame  de  Guercheviile  (whofe  vir- 
tue he  had  attempted  to  feduce  without  fuccefs) 
about  her  perfon ;  giving  as  a  reafon,  that  as 
Ihe  really  was  a  Lady  of  Honour,  fhe  ought  to 
be  Dame  cPHonnenr  to  a  Queen. 

When  he  befieged  Paris,  Henry  permitted 
thofe  perfons  to  come  out  of  the  town  unmo- 
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lefted  through  his  army  who  were  defirous  to 
quit  that  city,  then  fufFering  the  moft  horrid 
famine  and  ficknefs  obfervmg,  "  I  do  not 
"  wonder  that  the  chief  perfons  of  the  League 
"  and  the  Spaniards  have  fo  little  compaflion 
*c  for  thefe  poor  people ;  they  are  merely  their 
tyrants  3  but  I,  who  am  their  father  and  their 
"  King,  cannot  bear  to  hear  of  the  calamities 
u  they  fuffer  without  (huddering,  and  being 
"  afflifted  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  foul,  and 
f  without  deiiring  eagerly  to  put  a  ftop  to 
<c  them.  I  cannot  help  thofe  who  are  poffelfed 
4C  with  the  Demon  of  the  League  from  perifti- 
?  ing  with  it ;  but  to  thofe  who  implore  my 
*c  clemency,  I  will  ever  extend  my  arms ;  they 
I*  fhall  not  fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  others.' ? 

Some  one  was  faying  before  this  Prince, 
"  how  happy  Kings  were." — "  They  are  not/' 
replied  he,  "  fo  happy  as  you  imagine  them 
"  to  be.  Kings  are  either  bad  or  good  men. 
"  If  they  are  bad  men,  they  bear  within  them- 
"  felves  their  own  plague  and  torment.  If  they 
"  are  good  men,  they  find  from  other  people  a 
"  thoufand  caufes  of  uneafinefs  and  affliction. 
"  A  good  king  feels  the  misfortunes  of  all  his 
u  fubjefts ;  and  in  a  great  kingdom  what  innu- 
"  merable  fources  are  there  of  affii&ion  |" 
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Henry,  naturally  ckearful  himfelf,  loved 
chearfulnefs  in  other  perfons.  <c  I  cannot," 
faid  he,  M  willingly  employ  a  melancholy  per- 
?  fon,  for  a  man  that  is  ill-humoured  to  him- 
"  felf,  cannot  eafily  be  good-humoured  to  other 
"  perfons.  What  fatisfaction  can  be  procured 
*  from  a  man  who  is  diffatisfied  with  him- 

His  Courtiers  one  day  complimenting  him 
upon  the.ftrength  of  his  conftitution,  and  tell- 
ing him  that  he-muft  live  to  be  eighty  years  of 
age ;  he  replied,  "  The  number  of  our  days  is 
06  reckoned.  I  have  often  prayed  to  God  for 
"  grace,  but  never  for  a  long  life.  A  man 
iC  who  has  lived  well,  has  always  lived  long 
u  enough,  however  early  he  may  die." 

When  fome  one  was  making  a  great  eulo- 
gium  upon  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
and  adding  that  France  was  ful]  of  the  piaf- 
tres  of  that  country ;  Henry  replied,  "  When 
M  thefe  piaftres  remain  in  Spain,  it  is  a  mark 
"  of  the  riches  of  that  kingdom,  as,  when  they 
"  are  feen  out  of  that  kingdom,  it  is  a  mark  of 
"  its  indigence.  Indeed  the  galleons  of  Spain 
"  bring  into  that  country  eight  millions  of 
"  piaftres,  but  four  of  thefe  millions  are  fent 
"  into  France  for  our  corn,  our  wine,  our  fait, 
€i  our  cloths,  and  our  wool.    Thefe  are  our 

"  mines  s 
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v  mines ;  they  enrich  us  without  incurring  the 
"  dangers  of  the  fea,  or  facrificing  our  fubje&s. 
"'The  Spaniards  come  to  France  to  buy  of 
"  us,  we  never  go  to  them :  they  do  not  give 
n  us  their  money,  but  pay  it  to  us 

Refie&ing  one  day  on  the  tranquillity  which 
France  was  enjoying,  whilft  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  was  at  war,  or  in  a  near  ftate  of  becom- 
ing fo;  he  faid,  "  Thank  God,  though  we 
"  have  had  the  misfortune  to  have  been  upon 
*?  the  theatre  of  war,  at  prefent  we  are  only 
«<  fpe&ators." 

Henry,  though  divorced  from  Ills  firft  wife 
Margaret  de  Valois,  ever  behaved  to  her  with 
kindnefs  and  good-humour.  The  following 
letter  of  his  to  that  Princefs  was  published  a 
few  years  ago  at  Paris : 

<c  MaSeur, 

"  Jay  ete  byen  ayfe  daprandre  de  vos  nou- 
u  velles  par  le  sr.  de  fuyjac  par  le  quel  vous 
"  aprandres  des  myennes  &  come  la  goutte 
"  mayant  quyte  aus  pyes  ma  prys  au  genoux 
"  mes  mayntenant  je  man  porte  myeus  &  efpere 

*  Charles  the  Fifth  ufed  to  fay  even  in  his  time,  "  Every 
4<  thing  abounds  in  France  ;  in  Spain,  every  thing  is  wanting, 
"  En  France  tout  abonde%  tout  manque  CnE/fagns" 

4*  "  demayn 
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"  demayn  coure  un  cheureuyl  &  mardy  un 
"  cerf  &  sy  de  la  au  hors  je  vays  en  amandant 
<c  come  je  lefpere  je  fere  pour  vous  voyr  dans 
tf  la  fyn  de  la  femene  cependant  je  vous  dyre 
€Q  que  ceft  la  moyndre  chofe  que  vous  pouves 
"  atandre  de  moy  que  le  comandemant  de 
u  lefpedyfyon  du  don  que  je  vous  ay  fet  pour  le 
"  rapt  quy  a  ete  fet  de  la  petyte  fylle  dudyt 
"  sr.  de  fuyjac  encore  que  avant  la  receptyon 
€C  de  la  vre  jy  eufle  pourveu  de  facon  quyl  an 
*f  aura  tout  contantement  sy  eft  ce  que  conoy- 
<c  fant  que  vous  lafexyones  yl  vera  come  pour 
"  lamour  de  vous  je  lafexyone  &  ce  refantyra 
"  de  lefet  de  vore  pryere  &  recomandafyon 
"  come  vous  par  tout  ce  quy  depandra  de  moy 
ic  quy  fuys 

"  vre  byen  bon  pere 

«  Henry/> 

"  ce  xc  aut  a  monceau.,> 
"  A  ma  Seur  la  Royne  Margueryte." 

In  1599,  when  the  Duke  of  Savoy  came  to 
Paris  to  accommodate  his  difpute  with  Henry 
refpeding  the  Marquifate  of  Saluces,  Henry 
was  advifed  to  keep  him  a  prifoner  till  he  had 
come  to  an  agreement  concerning  it.  The 
Monarch  replied,  "  Whoever  gave  me  that 
"  advice  can  be  no  true  friend  of  mine,  but  a 
"  perfon  who  would  deftroy  my  honour.  Who- 

"  ever 
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**  ever  affe&s  my  good  faith,  gives  me  more 
"  uneafinels  than  if  he  affected  my  throne. " 

Henry  ufcd  to  deplore  thofe  unfortunate  dif- 
putes  which  divided  Europe,  and  faid,  that  if 
the  Chriftian  Princes  woukl  but  unite,  them- 
feives,  in  one  year  they  might  deftroy  the 
Turkifti  Empire,  more  particularly  when  all  the 
principal  perfons  of  that  empire  were  difcontent- 
ed,  and  whilft  Perfia  was  an  enemy  fo  formi- 
dable to  it. 

When  he  was  told  of  the  defeat  and  lofs  of 
the  gallies  belonging  to  the  State  of  Malta,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  How  melancholy  all  this  is  !  Whilft 
"  the  Chriftian  Republic  fliould  increafe,  it 
iC  diminifhes.  We  are  like  thofe  madmen  who 
"  tear  the  perfons  in  pieces  that  are  bringing 
cc  them  affiftance." 

When  he  was  told  what  judgment  his  fub- 
jefts  were  fometimes  forming  of  himfelf  and  of 
his  aftions,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  remain  alone 
H  upon  the  throne,  and  am  feen  there  by 
"  many  perfons  of  different  fituations.  J  am 
"  on  an  eminence,  they  are  in  a  valley.  We 
u  judge  but  imperfeftly  of  thofe  objefts  that 
"  are  at  a  great  di  fiance  from  us :  fo  my  fab- 
H  je&s  judge  of  me." 

On 
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On  fhe  Chriitmas-day  of  1609  Henry  went 
with  his  Court  to  the  Church  of  St.  Gervais  at 
Paris,  to  hear  a  celebrated  Preacher  >  who,  vain 
of  the  honour  of  having  fo  illuftrious  a  hearer  as 
his  Sovereign,  foon  interrupted  the  thread  of 
his  difcourfe,  and  apoftrophized  Henry,  After 
having  paid  him  the  highcft  compliments  on  the 
clemency,  the  juftice,  and  the  humanity  of  his 
reign,  he  infilled  upon  many  points,  which, 
more  like  a  politician  than  a  divine,  he  thought 
neceflary  for  the  good  of  religion  and  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate.  Henry  heard  him  without  the 
leaft  emotion,  and  on  going  out  of  church  merely 
{aid*  "  Why,  the  preacher  of  to-day  did  not 
"  entirely  fill  up  his  hour."  The  day  after- 
wards Henry  came  to  hear  him  again,  when 
meeting  him  as  he  was  going  into  the  pulpit, 
he  faid  to  him,  "  My  Father,  every  one  expe<3> 
^  ed  that  at  this  time  you  ihould  be  in  the 
"  Baftile,  but  the  opinions  of  the  world  and 
u  thofe  of  myfelf  do  not  always  go  together, 
*  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  zeal  that 
fi<  you  have  fliewn  for  my  falvation.  Continue, 
?  I  beg  of  you,  to  requeft  it  of  God  for  me, 
sc  and  contribute  to  it  yourfelf  by  your  good 
"  advice.  In  whatever  place,  and  at  whatever 
"  time,  you  (hall  think  fit  to  give  it  to  me* 
"  you  will  always  find  me  well  inclined  to  fol- 
"  low  it.    I  have  only  to  requeft  of  you,  that 

"  you 


HENRY  THE   FOURTH.  97 

u  you  will  not  let  your  zeal  get  the  better  of 
"  your  difcretion  when  you  think  fit  to  give 
"  me  advice  in  public,  and  that  you  would 
iC  defift  from  thofe  inve6tives  which  may  alie- 
"  nate  the  love,  and  diminifli  the  refpeft  my 
"  fubjefts  owe  to  me.  You  know  my  extreme 
"  jealoufy  refpe&ing  the  former,  and  the  ex- 
u  treme  delicacy  that  attends  the  latter.  Ex- 
"  cept  in  public,  at  any  private  audience  you 
"  may  give  as  much  latitude  to  your  zeal  as 
"  you  pleafe.  On  my  part,  I  will  bring  to  it 
"  all  that  docility  of  which  I  am  capable; 
"  and  if  my  weaknefs  will  permit  me  to  go 
"  with  you,  it  will  be  more  my  fault  than 
u  yours  if  I  do  not  become  better.  Once  for 
w  all,  continue,  I  beg,  your  regard  to  me,  and 
"  be  affured  of  my  conftant  protection." 

The  Jefuits,  on  account  of  their  learning  and 
their  very  agreeable  manners,  were  great  fa- 
vourites with  this  Prince.  He  ufed  to  tell 
them,  they  had  two  Generals ;  "  the  Gown, 
u  and  the  Sword.  The  firftwas  at  Rome;  the 
"  fecond  was  himfelf.,> 

The  Duchefs  de  la  Tremouille,  who  was  a 
Huguenot,  was  one  day  repeating  to  Henry 
fome  lcandal  refpeding  Father  Cotton,  one  of 
the  Jefuits  that  was  the  molt  patronized  by 

vol.  i\\  s  Henry, 
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Henry,  and  who  was  his  Confeffor.  Henry 
replied,  "  Madam,  do  but  attend  to  the  fpirit 
"  of  your  religion ;  it  prevents  you  from  be- 
ff-  lieving  in  the  Pope,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
<£  inclines  you  to  believe  a  calumny. " 

When  fome  of  the  Huguenot  Minifters  re* 
prefented  to  him  that  their  fedt  could  not  con- 
tinue fo  long  as  there  were  Jefuits  in  France,  he 
replied,  "  I  will  endeavour  to  preferve  you  both, 
4£  fo  that  the  good  may  fave  the  bad,  and,  if 
"  poffible,  that  no  one  may  perifh."  He  was 
likewife  told  by  the  Huguenots,  that  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  led  by  the  Jefuits;  "  Oh,  no," 
replied  he,  "  for  I  lead  both  Jefuits  and  Hu~ 
"  guenots."  He  faid  to  the  Deputies  of  the 
Parliament  who  wifhed  to  prevent  that  Order 
from  being  eftablifhed  in  France,  "  When  I 
*  had  ferious  thoughts  of  introducing  the  Je- 
"  fuits  at  Paris,  two  forts  of  perfons  oppofed  ity 
"  the  Huguenots,  and  the  Catholic  Priefts  of 
"  irregular  living;  both  of  whom  reproached 
cc  them  with  endeavouring  to  attradt  to  them 
"  men  of  learning  and  of  wit :  now  for  that  I 
6£  efleem  them.  When  I  make  levies,  I  wifh 
"  to  pick  out  the  beft  troops  for  the  purpofe, 

and  I  am  anxious  that  none  fhould  enter 
"  into  the  Parliaments  but  worthy  and  excel - 
"  Jcnt  fubjefts ;  fo  that  throughout  my  king- 

"  dom 
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*  dom  merit  fhould  be  the  mark  that  dif- 

*  tinguifhes  honours.  The  Jefuits  forced  them- 
.  felves,  fay  their  adverfaries,  into  my  king- 

"  dom.    I  am  fure  that  I  forced  my  way  into 
"  it.    Clement,  who  affaffinated  my  predecef- 
u  for,  did  not  accufe  them  of  being;  accom- 
<c  plices  with  him ;  and  if  a  Jefuit  had  been 
"  concerned  with  him  in  that  horrid  a£tion, 
u  (of  which  I  wifli  ever  to  lofe  the  remem- 
"  brance)  muft  the  whole  Order  fuffer.on  his 
u  account  ?  fhould  all  the  Apoflles  have  been 
4<  driven  out  of  Judea  for  one  Judas  ?  The 
"  horrors  of  the  League  fhould  no  longer  be 
"  imputed  to  them.    It  was  the  error  of  the 
"  times ;  and  they,  as  well  as  many  others,  were 
u  concerned  in  it  from  the  bed  intentions." 
tit 

Before  the  battle  of  Ivry,  which  decided  the 
fate  of  the  Crown  of  France,  this  magnani- 
mous Prince  made  the  following  pious  addrefs 
to  God  :  "  If  it  fhould  pleafe  thee  not  to  beftow 
"  the  Crown  upon  me,  or  thou  feeft  that  I 
u  am  likely  to  be  one  of  thofe  Kings  whom 
"  thou  givefl  to  mankind  in  thy  wrath,  take 
"  away  my  life  as  well  as  the  Crown  !  Grant 
"  me  to-day  to  be  the  vidtim  of  thy  wife  will ! 
"  Grant  that  my  death  may  deliver  France 
"  from  the  calamities  of  war,  and  that  mv 
*  blood  may  be  the  laft  that  fhall  be  fhed  in 

H  2  "  this 
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c<  this  difpute  !"  Immediately  before  he  charg- 
ed the  enemy,  he  faid  to  the  regiment  which 
he  headed,  "  My  Comrades,  if  you  follow  my 
"  fortune,  remember  I  follow  yours.  I  am  de- 
u  termined  either  to  conquer  or  to  die  with 
"  you.  Keep  your  ranks,  I  befeech  you,  but 
"  if  the  violence  of  the  engagement  fhould 
u  make  you  quit  them,  endeavour  to  rally 
"  again ;  that  enfures  viftory.  You  will  rally 
"  under  thofe  three  trees  that  you  fee  there  on 
"  the  eminence  ;  and  if  you  fhould  lofe  your 
"  ftandards,  do  not  lofe  fight  of  my  white 
"  plume  of  feathers ;  you  will  ever  find  it  in 
"  the  road  to  honour  and  to  viftory."  When 
the  enemy's  ranks  were  broken,  he  exclaim- 
"  ed,  Sauvez  les  Frangois  &  mainhajje  fw 
"  FEtrangerr 

Soon  after  the  entrance  of  Henry  into  Paris, 
the  Spanifh  Ambaflador,  who  had  been  there 
during  the  time  of  the  League,  faid,  that  the 
city  was  fo  altered  he  hardly  knew  it.  "  It  is," 
faid  Henry,  "  becaufe  the  father  of  the  family 
"  is  prefent,  and  takes  care  of  his  children,  and 
"  fo  they  profper." 

Henry  once  gave  into  fome  meafures  which 
his  fubjefts  did  not  appear  to  approve  of,  and 
were  therefore  free  in  their  converfations  upon 

them. 
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them.  "  My  thoughts/'  laid  Henry,  ff  are 
"  too  elevated,  and  my  defigns  too  deep  for  the 
"  mafs  of  my  people  to  fathom.  They  will, 
M  however,  fee  by  the  event  that  God  is  my 
"  guide.  With  refpedt  to  them,  the  peace 
"  and  the  tranquillity  which  they  enjoy,  allow 
"  them  opportunities  to  fpeak.  Their  words 
<c  fly  away,  whilft  my  actions  remain.'' 

Henry  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  world  would 
be  aftonifhed  to  find  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land a  maid,  Maurice  Prince  of  Orange  a  man 
of  courage,  and  himfelf  a  good  Catholick. 

"  This  Prince,"  fays  Brotier,  "  fo  great,  fo 
?  amiable,  fo  good,  was  well  acquainted  with 
"  his  own  merit,  but  had  in  general  the  misfor- 
H  tune  that  thofe  who  were  about  him  had  not 
H  the  proper  degree  of  feeling  refpedting  it.'* 
On  the  day  of  his  death  he  had  heard  mafs  at 
the  church  of  the  Feuillans  at  Paris.  On  his 
return,  the  Duke  of  Guile  and  Baflbmpierre 
met  him  walking  in  the  Gardens  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  where  he  talked  with  them  fo  plcafantiy, 
that  he  kept  them  in  a  continual  laugh  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Guife  could  not  help  faying  to 
the  Monarch,  embracing  him  at  the  flume  time, 
"  Sire,  vous  etes  a  man  gre  un  des  plus  agrcables 
*  hommes  du  monde"  The  King  then  turning 
h  3  to 
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to  hiln  and  Baffompierre,  faid  in  a  grave  tone  of 
voice,  "  None  of  you  fufficiently  underftand  me  ; 
iQ  but  I  fhall  die  one  of  thefe  days,  and  when 
*t  you  have  loft  me,  then  you  will  know  my 
"  value,  and  what  difference  there  is  between 
"  me  and  other  men.5'  Thefe  melancholy 
ideas  were,  for  fome  days  before  he  died,  conti- 
nually crowding  into  his  mind.  The  day  before 
his  death,  he  law  from  a  clofe  tribune  the  cere- 
mony of  the  coronation  of  his  fecond  wife,  Mary 
of  Medicis,  at  St.  Denis.  The  fpe&ators,  placed 
upon  benches,  filled  the  choir  of  the  church  to 
the  very  top  of  the  roof  of  it.  Struck  with  the 
immenfity  of  the  crowd,  he  faid  to  Father 
Cotton,  his  Confeflbr,  "  You  cannot  guefs  on 
"  what  I  was  thinking  juft  now,  when  I  was 
"  looking  at  this  great  concourfe  of  people. 
"  I  was  thinking  of  the  laft  Judgment,  and  of 
"  the  account  we  are  all  then  to  give  of  our 
«  aftions." 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Plant  a,  oT  the 
Britifti  Mufeum,  this  Article  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  is  enriched  with  two  Letters  of  that 
great  Prince,  when  King  of  Navarre,  which  have 
never  been  printed,  and  of  which  the  Originals 
remain  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  One  was  ad- 
drefled  to  M.  du  Pleflis,  his  Minifter  at  the 
Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth  j  the  other  to  Mr. 

Anthony 
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Anthony  Bacon,  brother  to  the  celebrated 
Chancellor  of  that  name. 

S  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  OF  HENRY  KING  OF  NAVARRE 
<c  (SINCE  HENRY  THE  FOURTH  OF  FRANCE), 
*  TO  MONSr  DU  PLESSYS.  DATED  RQCHELLE, 
"  SEPT,  23,  1586. 

"  Mons'  Dupleffys  parce  que  Jay  entendu 
"  que  Bufanval  a  receu  a  Londres  quinfe  cens 
"  Ecus  pour  Monsr  de  Bacon '&  que  Jay  eu 
"  playnte  de  ce  que  les  ayant  de  fy  longtems  II 
"  ne  les  a  fait  tenir  au  dyt  Sr  de  Bacon — Jay 
"  bien  voulu  vous  ecrire  la  prefante  dautant 
"  que  je  defireroys  le  gratyfyer  tant  pour  fon 
"  meryte  &  en  faveur  de  ceus  a  qui  II  aparty- 
?'  ent  que  J'eftyme  beaucoup  que  pour  etre  de 
"  la  Nation  Angloyfe  pour  vous  pryer  de  le 
f*  fecouryr  de  quelque  fomme  atendant  quyl 
"  puyffe  refevoyer  ce  que  le  dyt  Bufanval.  a 
"  pour  lui  entre  mayns.  Je  panfe  byen  que 
"  vous  aves  peu  de  moyans  par  de  la  mays  ce 
"  me  fera  chofe  fort  agreable  fy  vous  lui  pouves 
"  baylier  &  fere  fournyr  jufques  a  troys  ou 
"  quatre  cens  Ecus — vous  pourres  mander 
a  audyt  Bufanval  de  fere  tenyr  par  quel  que 
"  voye  (comme  ill  fen  peut  trouver  pluiyeurs) 
u  ce  quyl  a  receu  pour  lui  &  fere  rcmbourfcr 
"  ce  que  vous  luy  aves  fet  fournyr  Ce  que 
"  maflurant  que  vous  feres  Je  ne  vous  en  dyray 
h  4  "  davantage 
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"  davantage  fy  ce  n'eft  que  je  feray  byen  ayfe 
Hi  que  le  dyte  Sr  de  Bacon  ayt  en  cela  contan^ 
"  temant.    Adyeu  Monsr  du  Pleflys, 
"  ceft 

"  Votre  tres  afe&yonne  Mettre  & 

«  parfet  Amy/* 
"  De  la  Rochelie,  ce  xxiii  de  Settambre." 

<c  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  OF  HENRY,  KING  OF  NAVARRE, 
<c  TO  Mr  DE  BACON  (MR.  ANTHONY  BACON). 
<c  DATED   SEPT.  23,  1586. 

"  Monsr  de  Bacon  Je  fuys  byen  marry  de 
"  ce  que  Bufanval  na  fet  autre  devoyr  de  vous 
<c  fere  tenyre  la  fomme  quyl  avoyt  refeus  pour 
u  vous  car  il  fayt  combyen  JTeftyme  ceus  a 
"  quy  vous  apartenes  &  combyen  Je  vous  ayme 
"  Je  mande  a  Mods'  Dupleffys  de  vous  fe- 
"  couryr  de  ce  quyl  pourra  atendant  que  vous 
"  ayes  receu  vos  denyers  Je  croy  quyl  le  fera 
"  encores  que  la  neceffyte  des  afaires  et  des 
"  charges  de  dela  foyt  grande  J'euffe  byen  de- 
€i  fyre  que  voftre  fante  vous  euft  permys  d'eftre 
"  aupres  de  moy,  car  J'euffe  donne  ordre  que 
"  vous  n'euflyes  poynt  tombe  en  telles  dyfy- 
"  cultes  Je  vous  prye  fetes  tousjours  eftat  de 
y  moy  et  vous  affures  que  Je  fuys 

"  Vre  afeftyone  et  affure  Amy, 

«  Henry." 


Abbe 
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Abbe  de  Marolles,  in  his  Memoirs,  thus  de- 
fcribes  the  date  of  France  under  this  excellent 
Monarch  : 

"  The  idea,"  fays  he,  "  of  thofe  days  ftill 
M  gives  me  pleafure.  I  pafs  over  in  my  mind 
tc  with  an  inconceivable  fatisfa6tion  the  beauty 
"  of  the  country  at  that  time*  It  appears  to 
¥  me  as  if  the  country  was  more  fertile  then 
<c  than  it  is  now,  that  the  meadows  were  more 
"  verdant  than  they  are  at  prefent,  and  that 
"  the  trees  bore  more  and  better  fruit.  What 
"  a  pleafure  it  was  to  hear  the  warbling  of  the 
"  birds,  the  lowing  of  the  cattle,  and  the 
u  ruftic  fongs  of  the  fhepherd !  The  cattle 
"  then  remained  fafe  in  the  fields,  and  the 
€<  hufbandmen  in  perfect  fecurity  ploughed  up 
<c  the  furrows  to  put  in  the  grain,  which  the 
"  tax-gatherers  and  the  foldiers  had  not  then 
"  begun  to  ravage.  The  peafant  had  then  his 
"  little  cottage,  his  neat  furniture,  and  all  that 
ff  was  necelfary  for  him,  and  flept  quietly  in 
€?  his  own  bed.  When  the  feafon  of  harveft 
"  was  come,  it  was  a  great  pleafure  to  fee  the 
"  reapers,  bending  one  over  another,  dffpoil 
*  the  furrows  of  their  corn,  and  gather  up  their 
€€  treafures,  which  the  more  robuft  tied  togc- 
u  ther,  while  the  others  loaded  the  waggons 
*'  with  the  (heaves,  and  the  children  that  were 

"  keeping 
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u  keeping  their  cattle  at  a  diftance,.  gleaned 

*  the  ears  of  corn  which  a  good-natured  and  an 
u  affe&ed  forgetfulnefs  had  left  behind  them. 
"  Tlie  ftronger  girls  of  the  village  reaped  the 
"  corn  as  well  as  the  boys,  and  their  mutual 
™  labour  was  occafionally  interrupted  by  a 
iX  ruftic  meal,  that  was  eaten  fometimes  under 

the  (hade  of  an  apple  or  a  pear  tree,  which 

*  let  down  its  branches,  covered  with  fruity 
4£  even  into  their  very  hands* 

"  After  the  harveft,  the  peafants  fixed  upon 
a  fome  holiday  to  meet  together  and  have  a 
u  little  regale  (by  them  called  the  Harveft 
4t  Gofling),  to  which  they  invited  not  only  each 
**  other,,  but  even  their  mailers,  who  pleafed 

them  very  much  when  they  condefcended  to 

partake  of  it. 

cc  When  thefe  goods  folks  married  any  of 
?  their  children,  it  was  a  pleafure  to  fee  the 
"  ceremony;  for  befide  the  fine  clothes  of 
w  the  bride,  that  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  red 

gown,,  and  a  cap  embroidered  with  foil  and 
*c  glafs  beads,  the  parents  were  dreffed  in  their 

blue  clothes,  well  plaited,  that  they  drew  out 
P  for  the  occafion  from  their  old  chefts,  per- 

*  fumed  with  lavender,  dried  rofes,  and  rofe- 
v4  marv.    Favours  in  honour  of  the  ceremony 

"  were 


HENRY   THE   FOURTH*  107 

were  not  forgotten  upon  the  occafion.  All 
"  the  perfons  that  were  invited  wore  them,, 
"  either  tied  to  their  girdles  or  their  fleeves* 
"  There  was  a  ruftic  concert  of  bagpipes,  flutes, 

*  and  hautboys;  and  after  a  very  plentiful 
"  dinner  the  dancing  lafted  till  the  evening. 
u  No  one  then  complained  of  the  excefs  of  the 
"  imports.    Every  one  paid  his  little  tax  with 

*  cheerfulnefs,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  to 
<c  have  heard  it  faid,  that  any  march  of  fol- 
u  diers  *  had  ever  pillaged  a  fingle  village, 
*c  much  lefs  defolated  whole  provinces,  as  we 
tS  have  but  too  often  feen  fince  that  time  by 

*  I  hate  that  drum's  difcordant  found, 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round; 
To  thoughtlefs  youth  it  pleafure  yields, 
And  lures  from  cities  and  from  fields, 
To  fell  their  liberty  for  charms 
Of  tawdry  lace  and  glitt'ring  arms, 
And  when  Ambition's  voice  commands. 
To  march,  and  right,  and  iall  in  foreign  lands. 

I  hate  that  drum's  difcordant  found, 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round ; 
To  me  it  talks  of  ravaged  plains, 
And  burning  town*,  and  ruined  fwains, 
And  mangled  limbs,  and  dv  ing  groans, 
And  widows  tears,  and  orphans  moans, 
And  all  that  Miferv's  hand  heftows, 
To  fill  the  catalogue  of  human  woes. 

*4  Poems  by  Mr.  Scott,  of  Am  well,  iter's" 

"  the 
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<c  the  calamities  necefiarily  attendant  upon 
**  war. 

Such  was  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
"  the  Fourth.  It  was  the  end  of  a  great  many 
"  bleffings,  and  the  beginning  of  a  great  many 
■c  miferies,  when  a  malignant  and  outrageous 
"  Demon  took  away  the  life  of  this  great 
"  Prince  ;  of  which  difaftrous  event  I  think  I 
"  had  a  very  fenfible  prognoftic ;  for  on  the 
<c  night  of  the  accurfed  ,day  in  which  he  was 
"  affaflinated,  the  14th  of  May  1610,  I  faw  a 
<c  great  light  in  the  Heavens,  nearly  at  mid- 
"  night,  that  made  the  whole  country  appear 
"  as  if  it  had  been  on  fire.  I  faw  this  light 
"  juft  as  I  was  going  to  bed,  and  the  perfons 
"  who  faw  it  at  the  fame  time  with  me  were 
"  feized  with  the  greatefh  aftoniftunent  as,-  well 
"  as  myfelf.  The  tremendous  phenomenon 
u  lafted  but  a  very  fhort  time,  and  the  next 
*€  morning  the  news  of  the  King's  aflaffiriation 
"  was  brought  to  our  village," 

"  Memoir es  de  L'Abbe  de  Maroll.es/' 
Voltaire  calls  Henry, 

De  fes  fujets  le  valnqueur  &  le  pexe  : 

His  fubje&s  conqueror,  yet  their  father  too 3 

and  no  Prince  ever  better  dcferved  the  honour- 
able appellation  of  the  Father  of  his  fubje&s 

than 
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than  Henry.  His  wifli  that  every  peafant  in 
his  kingdom  might  have  a  fowl  in  his  pot  every 
Sunday,  and  his  efforts  to  render  that  wifh  ef- 
fectual, by  encouraging  agriculture  and  by  itn- 
poling  eafy  taxes  ;  his  humanity  of  diipofition, 
his  eafinefs  of  accefs,  and  the  franknefs  of  his 
character,  have  made  a  French  Poet  fay,  per- 
haps rather  too  ftrongly  of  him  as  his  Sove- 
reign, 

Seul  Roi  dont  lepeuple  a  garde  la  memoir e  : 
The  only  King  whofe  Royal  name  revered 
Lives  in  the  grateful  memory  of  the  people  *. 

Aftivity  was  one  of  the  ftriking  features  in 
the  character  of  Henry.  This  made  that  great 
General  the  Duke  of  Parma  fay  of  him,  "that 
a  all  the  other  Generals  of  his  time  carried  on 
"  war  like  lions  and  tigers,  while  he  carried  it 
44  on  like  an  eagle.'* 

Henry's  device  was  Hercules  taming  a 
monller,  with  this  motto : 

Invia  virtuti  nulla  ejl  via  : 
Virtue  purfues  each  honeft  path  to  glory. 


*  He  appears  to  have  forgotten  the  excellent  Louis  XIL 
who  had  every  virtue  that  Henry  poflefTed,  without  the  leafc 
alloy  of  frailty  or  of  vice. 


*  Thofe 
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<c  Thofe  who  eat  and  drink  much,"  faid 
Henry,  "  are  like  perfons  abfolutely  buried 
u  in  their  flefh  They  are  incapable  of  any 
"  thing  great.  If,"  added  he,  "  I  occafionally 
u,  indulge  myfelf  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table, 
"  it  is  merely  to  enliven  and  infpirit  my 
«  mind.1' 


When  he  was  informed  that  fome  of  his 
troops  had  been  living  at  difcretion  upon  the 
frontier,  he  fent  word  to  their  Officers,  "  If  you 
"  do  not  put  a  ftdp  to  thefe  diforders,  your 
<c  heads  (hall  anfwer  for  them.  For  know, 
cc  Sirs,  by  the  honour  of  God  I  fwear,  that 
"  whoever  takes  any  thing  from  my  people^ 
u  takes  it  away  from  myfelf." 

Being  congratulated  on  a  vidtory  obtained 
by  his  army,  in  which  many  lives  were  loft  on 
the  part  of  his  forces,  he  replied,  "  It  is  no  fatis- 
#  faction  to  me  to  fee  fo  many  of  my  fub- 
iC  jecls  lying  dead  upon  the  field.  I  lofe  much 
"  more  than  I  gain." 

"  Henry,"  fays  Voltaire  very  beautifully, 
<c  learned  to  rule,  by  being  educated  in  the 
4f  hard  fchool  of  Adverfity."  His  fituation  from 

*  "  Gourmahdije  eft  U  met  des  ames  qui  tfont  point  de 
* 6  trempe.—R.  o u s s E  a  u . 

4  early 
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.-early  to  middle  life,  had  been  a  fuccefllon  of 
danger,  exertion,  toil,  and  difficulty.  This 
better  fitted  him  for  the  arduous  talk  of  reign- 
ing, by  making  him  acquainted  with  every  cir- 
cumftance  incident  to  humanity,  and  made 
him  feel  for  thofe  miferies  fo  natural  to  man- 
kind* of  which  he  had  himfelf  participated* 

His  grandfather,  Jean  D'Albret,  King  of 
Navarre,  carried  his  defire  of  making  him  hardy 
fo  far  (anxious  that  heroifm  fh ould  be  trans- 
ferred to  him  from  his  mother,  and  that  to  be 
able  to  fuffer,  and  be  patient  under  fufFermgs, 
fhould  make  as  much  a  part  of  his  hereditary 
conftitution  as  the  features  of  his  countenance 
and  the  frame  of  his  body),  that  he  told  his 
Daughter,  who  was  then  with  child  of  Henry, 
that  if  fhe  would  ling  during  the  pains  of  partu- 
rition the  well-known  Bearnois  hymn  to  the 
Virgin,  that  begins, 

Notre  Damey  au  bout  de  pvntj 

Aidez,  -moi  a  cette  heure  ! 
< 

Our  Lady  at  the  bridge's  foot 
Support  me  in  this  painful  hour ! 


*  At  the  entrance  of  every  town,  and  more  particularly 
on  every  bridge,  in  Old  France;  there  was  placed  an  image 
of  the  Virgin,  or  of  fome  Saint,  to  whom  the  inhabitants 
p^id  their  devotions. 

he 
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iie  would  give  her  a  gold  chain  which  had  be- 
longed to  her  Mother,  and  which  he  knew  fhe 
was  very  anxious  to  poffefs.  She  complied  with 
her  father's  requeft  very  readily*  and  received 
the  chain. 

"  As  foon  as  Henry  was  born,"  fays  the 
Abbe  Brotier,  u  Henri  d'Albret  his  grandfather 
"  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  gave  his  mother 
"  his  will  in  a  golden  box,  telling  her,  The  box 
"  is  yours,  my  girl,  but  the  child  is  mine.  He 
"  inftantly  began  upon  that  plan  of  hardy  and 
"  manly  education  which  he  intended  to  give 
"  him,  by  rubbing  his  lips  with  a  clove  ofgar- 
"  lick,  and  by  putting  a  drop  of  fhrong  wine 
*c  into  his  mouth.  -  He  was  much  pleafed  with 
ct  the  child,  as  he  grew  bigger  and  ftronger,  and 
"  ufed  to  (hew  him  to  every  one,  exclaiming, 
"  See  what  a  Lion  my  Ewe  has  produced  ! 
*  He  caufed  him  to  be  brought  up  like  the 
"  children  of  the  peafants  of  his  country,  with- 
"  out  allowing  the  leaft  diftindtion  to  be  made 
"  between  him  and  them,  making  him  undergo 
"  the  fame  ftrong  exercife  which  they  did,  and 
"  permitting  no  oiie  to  call  him  Prince  *,  or 

"  to 

*  The  celebrated  Anne  Connetable  de  Montmorenci  was 
fent  to  ferve7  abroad  by  his  father  at  a  very  early  age,  who 

gave 
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N  to  grant  him  the  leaft  indulgences.  Then/' 
adds  the  Abbe,  u  foon  afterwards,  the  vivacity* 
"  the  penetration,  the  affability  that  charao 
"  terifed  Henry,  began  to  make  its  appear- 
u  ance." — Paroles  Memorable  s  re  cue/ Hies  par 
L/Abbe  Brotier,  Paris,  i2mo.  ijyo. 

The  two  following  Letters  from  this  Prince 
to  the  Chancellor  de  Bellievre  are  copied  from- 
the  MS,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

"  Mr.  De  belyevre,  ce  mot  par  vacquyer 
u  cegretere  de  ma  feur  eft  pour  vous  recoman- 
cc  der  tout  ce  quy  la  concernera  et  que  je  luy 
u  ay  cydevant  accorde  a  ce  que  vous  tenyes  la 
"  mayn  quelle  an  Jouyfle  come  ceft  ma  volonte 
M  et  que  fur  cella  vous  oyes  le  dit  vacquyer 
M  audemeurant  je  ne  puys  trouver  queftrange 

ce  que  ma  court  de  parlemant  contre  ma 
€<  volonte  et  les  afrefts  que  Jay  donnes  an  mon 
<c  confeyl  pour  refon  dun  etat  de  mes  cegreteres 
"  que  je  donnay  a  houdayer  fyls  dun  de  mes 

gave  him  two  or  three  horfes  and  five  hundred  Hvres, 
u  He  mu ft  learn  to  Unit,"  faid  he,  <c  and  not  be  allowel 
*  all  the  indulgences  which  arc  ufually  granted  to  young 
u  men  of  his  rank.  He  will  then  learn  to  know  what  he  is 
"  about,  and  to  make  a  virtue  of  neceflity.  No  one  can 
"  ever  know  any  thing  well,  who  has  not  been  taught  to 
u  encounter  difTiculties/> 

vol.  iv.  4  "  anfyens  ' 
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"  anfyens  cervyteurs  et  en  faveur  de  ma  feur  le 
€€  jour  de  fon  maryage  veuylle  mayntenyr  dulys 
"  an  cet  etat  contre  ma  volonte  et  ce  que  Jan 
cs  ay  ordone  pouvoyes  a  cette  afere  tellemeni 
€(  que  je  nan  oye  plus  parler  et  fetes  conoytre  a 
€*  ma  court  de  parlemant  que  je  veus  etre  obey, 
"  a  Dieu  Mz.  de  belyevre  (fu)  lequel  Je  prye 
<f  vous  avoyr  an  fa  garde  ce  xxixme  ceptambrc 
p  a  fontaynebleau. 

"  Henry." 

"  MT.  le  chancelyer,  Jay  done  a  ma  fame 
w  les  denyers  quy  provyendront  de  la  creafyon 
'*  de  deus  ofyces  de  canfeylers  an  ma  court* de 
W  parlemant  de  bretagne  pour  achctcr  des  meu- 
"  bles  pour  fa  mefon  de  monceaus  lefquels  il .eft 
"  befoyn  de  creer  pour  randre.  les  deus  feances 
"  egales  aufly  que  le  fonds  des  gages  ne  ce 
<£  prand  poynt  fur  mes  fynances  Je  vous  prye 
4i  done  de  feler  ledyt  atandu  que  cell  ma  vp- 

lonte  come  auffy  la  comutasyon  depcyne  de 
"  iagiande  honorable  a  me  fere  cervyfe  a  mets- 
"  que  Jay  acordee  et  quy  vous  cera  prefantee 
**  cell  chofe  de  pen  'et  quy  dcfameroyt  un 
A  bdn£ft£  home  quy  apartyent  a  de  mes  cervy- 
*'  teurs  lay  feu  auffy  quevous  naves  ancores 
*4  fele  la  declarafyon  des  papegaus  de  bretagne 
fif  come  vous  mavyes  prpmys  et  de  la  remetrc 

"  ant  re 
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u  antre  les  mains  de  Mr  de  Syiery  ce  que  je 
"  vous  prye  de  fere  au  pluftoft  car  ces  longueurs 
ruynent  touttes  les  afayres  et  la  bayler  audyt 
"  Sr  de  Syiery  auquel  Jefcrys  de  la  retyrer  de 
"  vos  mayns  et  vous  feres  chofe  que  Jaure  tres 
"  agreable  quy  me  gardera  de  vous  an  dyre 
"  davantage  pour  pryer  Dieu  Mr  le  chancelyer 
<c  vous  avoyr  an  fa  garde  C9  2e  Avril  a  fontene- 
<#  bleau, 

«  Henry/' 


MARGUERITE  DE  VALOIS, 

FIRST  WIFE  TO  HENRY  THE  FOURTH. 

When  Charles  the  Ninth  gave  his  fifter  in 
marriage  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  faid,  "  J'ai 
ff  domic  ma  foeur  en  manage  a  ions  les  Huguenots 
"  de  mon  Royaume"  She  foon  began  to  live 
upon  ill  terms  with  her  hufband,  and  was  con- 
fined in  one  of  the  fortreffes  of  Navarre.  She 
thus  forcibly  defcribes  the  effedt  of  folitude  upon 
her  mind: 

"  I  Received  thefe  two  advantages  from  my 
<c  misfortunes  and  my  confinement :  I  acquired 
"  a  tafte  for  reading,  and  1  gave  into  devotion  ; 
"  two  things  for  which  I  never  fhould  have  ha4 
?  the  leaft  tafte,  had  I  remained  amidft  the 

12  "  pomps 
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u  pomps  and  the  vanities  of  the  world.  For 
€*  thefe  advantages  I  am  perhaps  not  fo  much 
"  indebted  to  fortune  as  to  Providence,  who 
"  had  the  goodnefs  to  engage  for  me  two  fuch 
"  powerful  remedies  againft  the  evils  which 
"  were  to  happen  to  me  in  future.  Sorrow, 
"  contrary  to  gaiety,  which  carries  our  thoughts- 
<c  and  our  aftions  out  of  ourfelves,  makes  the 
"  mind  rally  wdthin  itfelf,  exert  all  its  powers 
*  to  rejeft  the  evil,  and  to  feek  after  the  good, 
"  in  hope  to  find  out  that  fovereign  and  fu- 
preme  good,  which  is  the  readieft  way  to 
"  bring  itfelf  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  the 
s<  Deity." 

The  Memoirs  of  Marguerite  are  very  enter* 
taining.  The  tranflation  of  Plutarch's  Lives  by 
Amyot  was  a  very  favourite  book  with  her  in 
her  confinement,  and  fhe  appears  to  have  tranf- 
fufed  into  her  Memoirs  that  naivete  &  vieux 
Gaulois  which  we  admire  fo  much  in  his  ftyle. 

Marguerite,  who  underftood  Latin,  on  feeing 
a  poor  man  lying  upon  a  dunghill,  exclaimed, 
Pauper  ubtqiit  jaeet. 

In  any  place,  in  any  bed, 

The  poor  man  reds  his  weary  head. 

The 
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The  man,  to  her  aftonifhment,  replied. 

In  thalamh  hac  nocl 1  etuis  Regina^acerem^ 
Si  verum,  hoc  ejfetj  pauper  ubique  jaceU 
Ah,  beauteous  Queen,  were  this  but  true, 
This  night  I  would  repofe  with  you. 

Marguerite  ill-humouredly  retorted : 

Carceris  in  tenehris  plorans  hac  nofte  facer  es^ 
Si  verum  hoc  ejfet^  pauper  ubique  jacet. 
If  this  were  true,  thou  wretched  wight, 
A  Gaol  fhould  be  thy  bed  to-night ; 
Where  fliipes  and  fetters,  whips  and  pain, 
Thy  tongue's  ftrange  licence  fhould  reftrain. 

Marguerite  was  divorced  from  Henry  on  his 
acceffioiji  to  the  throne  of  France,  and  led  up 
Mary  de  Medicis,  his  fecond  wife,  to  the  altar 
at  St.  Denis  to  be  crowned.  She  was  extremely 
charitable  to  the  poor,  and  liberal  to  fcholars 
and  men  of  talents.  Her  palace  at  Paris  was 
the  rendezvous  of  the  beaux  efprits  of  that 
Capital.  She  was  beautiful  in  herperfon,  very 
fafcinating  in  her  manners,  and  danced  with 
fuch  peculiar  grace,  that  the  celebrated  Don 
John  of  Auftria  went  incognito  from  gruflels  ta 
Paris  to  fee  her  dance. 

Befide  Memoirs  of  her  Life,  which  are  im- 
perfect, flie  wrote  fome  Poems.    In  the  former 

i  3  flic 
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(he  thus  defcribes  what  paffed  in  her  bed- 
chamber on  the  morning  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew : 

<c  My  hufband  rofe  early  in  the  morning  to 
"  play  at  tennis,  before  he  fbould  fee  the  King, 
"  He  and  his  Gentleman  left  me.  I,  per- 
"  ceiving  that  it  was  day,  and  fuppofing  that 
"  the  danger  which  my  fifter  had  predicted  to 
<c  me  was  over,  overcome  by  watchfulnefs,  told 
"  my  old  nurfe  to  (hut  the  door  of  the  room, 
"  that  I  might  fleep  more  at  my  eafe.  About 
"  an  hour  afterwards,  I  was  awakened  out  of 
u  a  very  profound  fleep  by  hearing  the  door 
•c  knocked  at  very  loudly,  and  by  hearing  a. 
"  man  cry  out,  Navarre !  Navarre !  My 
"  nurfe,  thinking  that  it  was  the  King  my  huf- 
"  band,  who  wifhed  to  come  in,  ran  to  the 
u  door  and  opened  it  immediately,  The  per- 
"  fon,  however,  that  knocked  thus  violently, 
"  was  a  Monfieur  de  Tejan,  who  was  wound- 

*  ed  in  the  elbow  with  a  fword,  and  had  like- 
"  wife  another  wound  in  the  arm  with  a  hal- 
"  bert ;  and  who  was  clofely  purfued  by  three 
"  dragoons,  who  all  or  them  together  forced 
"  themfelves  into  the  room*.  '  Tejan,  anxious 
"  to  fave  his  life,  threw  himfelf  upon  my  bed. 
"  I,  perceiving  myfelf  held  down  by  him,  threw 

*  myfelf  upon  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  he  after 
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"  me,  taking  hold  of  my  waift.  I  had  not 
"  the  leaft  acquaintance  with  him,  arid  in  my  • 
"  fright  did  not  know  whether  the  foidiers  in- 
"  tended  milchicf  to  him  or  to  myfelf.  At  laft 
"  however,  it  pleafed  Gcd  that  Monfieur  de 
"  Nancey,  Captain  of  the  King's  Guards,  came 
"  ki  to  us,  who,  finding  me  in  this  fituation 
'*  (akhough  he  was  a  man  of  great  humanity), 
"  could  not  refrain  from  laughter  j  and  ftorm- 
"  ing  at  the  foidiers  for  their  infolent  intru- 
.4?  fion,  fent  them  away,  and  granted  me  the 
9  life  of  the  poor  man,  who  ftill  held  by  me. 
<c  I  afterwards  ordered  his  wounds  to  be  drened, 
"  and  himielf  put  to  bed  in  my  ciofet  till  hs 
M  was  recovered, 

"  When  I  had  changed  my  fhift  (which  was 
"  covered  with  blood),  M.  de  Nancey  told  me 
"  what  had  happened,  and  informed  me  that 
"  the  King  my  hufband  was  with  the  King  my 
<f  brother  in  his  apartment,  and  that  not  a  hair 
"  of  his  head  would  be  touched.  Then  mak> 
<c  ing  me  throw  my  night-gown  over  me,  he 
Cw  conducted  me  to  the  room  of  my  fitter  the 
"  Duchefs  of  Lorraine,  and  which  I  entered 
"  more  dead  than  alive.  As  I  was  palling 
"  through  the  anti-room  (the  doors  of  which 
"  were  all  open;,  I  law  a  Gentleman  of  the 
*  name  of  Bourfe,  in  endeavouring  to  efcape 

i  4  !'  ^omv 
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fome  foldlers  that  were  purfuing  him,  fall 
#c  down  dead  nearly  at  my  feet,  run  through 
"  with  a  halbert.  I  fell  down  at  no  great  dif- 
"  tance  from  him  on  the  other  fide,  in  a  fwoon^ 

into  the  arms  of  Monfieur  de  Nancey,  firmly 
"  perfuaded  that  the  fame  thruft  of  the  halbert 
**  had  run  us  both  through.  Recovering,  how- 
"  ever,  I  made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  my 
"  fitter's  bed-chamber,  where  I  found  M.  de 
"  Meoffins,  firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
"  chamber  fcq  he  King  my  hufband,  and 
<c  Armagnac,  his  firft  Valet-de-Chambre,  who, 
*c  came  running  up  to  me,  defiring  me  to  fave 
"  their  lives.    I  then  haftened  to  pay  my  re- 

fpedts  to  the  King  and  Queen;  when,  fall- 
"  ing  upon  my  knees,  I  requefted  them  to 
<c  fpare  the  lives  of  thefe  Gentlemen;  with 
\c  which  requeft  at  laft  they  complied," 


SULLY. 

The  Pope  having  once  written  a  letter  to, 
M.  de  Sully  upon  his  becoming  Minifter, 
which  ended  with  his  Holinefs's  wifhes  that  he 
might  enter  into  the  right  way  ;  Sully  anfwered, 
that  on  his  part  he  never  ceafed  to  pray  for  the 
converfion  of  his  Holinefs. 
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A  cotemporary  writer  thus  defcribes  this  great 
Minifter. 


"  He  was,'*  fays  he,  "  a  man  of  order, 
"  exaft,  frugal,  a  man  of  his  word,  and  had  no 
"  foolifh  expcnces  either  of  play  or  of  any  thing 
*'  elfe  tfeat  was  unfuitable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
"  chara&er.  He  was  vigilant,  laborious,  and 
*Q  expedited  bufmefs.  He  fpent  his  whole 
"  time  in  his  employments,  and  gave  none  of 

it  to  his  pleafu/es.  With  all  thefe  qualifica- 
ff  tions  he  had  the  talent  of  diving  to  the  bot- 
"  torn  of  every  thing  that  was  fubmitted  to 
*l  him,  and  of  difcovering  every  entanglement 
"  and  difficulty  with  which  financiers,  when 
^  they  are  not  honeft  men,  endeavour  to  con- 
"  ceal  their  tricks  and  their  rogueries.' ' 

When  the  confpiracy  of  Biron  againft  Henry 
the  Fourth  was  difcovered,  Henry  told  Sully, 
that  a  great  number  of  perfons,  even  fome 
amongft  the  higheft  Nobility,  were  concerned 
in  it,  and  defined  him  to  guefs  who  they  were, 
f?  Good  God,  Sire !  fuppofe  a;*y  man  to  b$  a 
<c  traitor  ?    That  is  what  I  will  never  do." 

Sully  ufed  to  fay,  that  pafturagc  and  agricul- 
ture were  two  teats  to  a  kingdom,  that  were 
worth  all  the  gold  of  Peru, 

In 
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In  fpite  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  talents,  and 
the  purity  of  his  intentions,  this  great  Minifter 
was  always  harrafied  by  calumnies  and  mifrepre- 
fentations.  Many  of  them  were  ftudioufly  related 
to  Henry,  who  occafionally  mentioned  them  to 
Kim,  to  hear  in  what  manner  he  defended  him- 
felf.  Once,  after  a  converfation  of  three  hours 
on  fubjects  like  thefe,  he  embraced  Sully  on  " 
coming  out  of  his  anti-chamber  before  all  his 
court,  and  faid,  "  I  efteem  you  as  the  beft  and 
u  the  mod  innocent  man  that  ever  was,  as  well 
"  as  the  moft  loyal  and  the  mod  ufeful  fervant 
"  I  ever  pofleffed."  Then  turning  round  to 
fome  of  Sully's  enemies  who  were  prefent,  he 
added,  "  I  wifli  earneftly  to  let  you  all  know, 
"  that  I  love  Sully  better  than  ever,  and  that 
"  death  alone  can  diffolve  my  efteem  for 
«  him." 

Sully,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
commerce  that  obtained  in  his  time,  wifhed 
his  Sovereign  to  iffue  an  edift  prohibiting  the 
ufe  of  jitk\  looking  upon  it  as  a  luxury  im- 
ported from  a  foreign  country,  that  would  take 
away  money  out  of  the  kingdom  of  France. 
Henry  replied  to  him,  "  Why,  my  good  Rofny, 
"  I  had  rather  fight  the  King  of  Spain  in  three 
11  pitched  battles,  than  engage  with  all  thofe 
"  gentry  of  police,  cf  finance,  of  the  cuftorns, 

"  and 
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«  and  efpeciaily  with  their  wives  and  daughters, 
**  that  you  will  fet  upon  me  by  your  whimfical 
"  and  unreafonable  regulation," 

Madame  d'Entragues,  Henry's  favourite  bcjif- 
trefs,  was  extremely  angry  with  Sully  one  day, 
on  his  not  immediately  paying  to  her  brother 
fome  gratuity  which  that  Monarch  had  ordered 
him.  "  The  King,"  laid  fhe  to  him,  "  would 
"  aft  very  Angularly  indeed,  if  he  were  to  dif- 
"  pleafe  perfons  of  quality  merely  to  give  into 
"  your  notions.  And  pray,  Sir,  to  whom 
"  fhould  a  King  be  kind,  if  not  to  his  Rela- 
"  tions,  his  Courtiers,  and  his  Miftreffes?" 
"  That  might  be  very  well,  Madam,"  replied 
Sully,  "  if  the  King  took  the  money  out  of 
u  his  own  purfe ;  but  in  general  he  takes  it  out 
"  of  thofe  of  fhopkeepers,  artizans,  labourers, 
u  and  farmers.  Thefe  perfons  enable  him  to 
tc  live.  One  mafter  is  enough  for  us,  and  we 
i*  have  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  number  of 
"  Courtiers,  of  Princes,  and  of  King's  Mif- 
«  treffes." 

Henry  gave  Sully  one  day  the  contraft  of 
marriage  into  which  he  had  entered  with  Made- 
moifelle  d'Entragues,  to  read  j  who  faid,  after 
having  read  it,  "  Sire,  will  you  promife  me  not 
*4  to  be  angry  ?"    Henry  replied,  "  Yes,  Sully, 

*  I  pro-. 
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€€  I  promife  you  that  I  will  not  be  angry.'  * 
Sully  tore  the  contrad  in  pieces  immediately, 
faying,  "  Sire,  this  is  the  ufe  you  ought  to  make 
"  of  it/' — "  What,  Sir,  are  you  mad,  to  be- 
u  have  in  this  manner  ?"  faid  Henry.  "  It  is 
"  true,  Sire,"  replied  Sully,  "  that  I  am  a 
"  madman,  and  would  be  fo  great  a  madman, 
s  as  to  be  the  only  perfon  mad  in  France.,, 

The  Lady  whofe  contraft  of  marriage  with 
Henry  Sully  had  thus  torn  in  pieces  called 
him  one  day  "  Valet,"  in  the  prefence  of  his 
Sovereign,  becayfe  he  would  not  aflift  her 
views  of  ambition.  "  This  is  too  much,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  exclaimed  Henry,  "  I  had  fooner 
"  part  with  fix  miftreffes  like  yourfelf,  thaa 
"  with  one  fervant  like  Sully,  whom  you  dare 
i€.  to  call  Valet  in  my  prefence.  My  anceftors 
"  have  not  difdained  to  ally  themfelves  with 
•f  his,  I  allure  you." 

Sully  was  one  of  the  mod  laborious  Minif- 
ters  that  ever  exifted.  He  role  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  firft  two  hours  after  he 
got  up  were  employed  in  reading  and  in  expe- 
diting the  papers  that  lay  upon  his  table ,  this 
.he  called  "  netioyer  la  taps  "  At  feven  o'clock 
!u  attended  Council,  and  the  reft  of  the  morn- 
ing was  fpent  with  his  Sovereign  in  tranfaft- 
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mg  the  different  bufmefs  with  which  he  was  en 
trufted.  At  twelve  o'clock  he  dined  on  a 
fervice  of  ten  difhes,  with  fome  feleA  gucfts. 
After  dinner  he  gave  an  audience,  where  every 
bodv  was  admitted  :  firit  the  ecclefiaftics,  both 
Catholics  and  Huguenots ;  then  the  farmers, 
and  the  perfons  of  meaner  rank  5  and  perfons 
of  quality  fucceeded  to  them,  After  his  au- 
dience, he  returned  to  his  clofet,  where  he  read 
and  wrote  till  fupper-time,  when  he  ordered 
his  doors  to  be  fhut,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to 
the  pleafures  of  fociety  wh  h  a  few  friends ;  and 
at  ten  o'clock  he  went  to  bed. 

On  the  death  of  his  Sovereign  and  friend 
Henry  the  Fourth,  he  retired  to  his  Chateau  of 
Villebon,  where  he  compofed  his  Memoirs  by 
the  title  of  "  (Economies  Royales"  which  were 
printed  in  four  volumes  folio.  Theie  were 
afterwards  put  into  better  order  and  more 
modern  French,  and  many  of  the  details  they 
contained  retrenched  by  the  Abbe  de  PEclufe  1 
and  this  is  the  Edition  of  the  Memoirs  of  that 
great  and  good  Minifter  which  is  at  prefent 
read'. 

In  the  retirement  of  Villebon  he  lived  thirty 
years,  feldom  or  never  coming  to  Court. 
Louis  the  Thirteenth  however,  wiihing  to  have 

his 
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his  opinion  upon  fome  matters  of  confequen<:e?  f 
fent  for  him  to  come  to  him  at  Paris,  when 
the  good  old  man  obeyed  his  fummons,  but 
not  with  the  greateft  alacrity.  The  gay  Cour- 
tiers, on  feeing  a  man  drefl  unlike  to  them- 
felves,  and  of  grave  and  ferious  manners  totally 
different  from  their  own,  and  which  appeared 
to  be  thofe  of  the  laft  Century,  turned  Sully 
into  ridicule,  and  took  him  off  to  his  face* 
Sully,  perceiving  this,  faid  coolly  to  the  King, 
u  Sir,  when  your  father,  of  glorious  memory, 
<c  did  me  the  honour  to  confult  me  on  any 
<c  matter  of  importance,  he  firft  fent  away  all 
C€  the  jeflers  and  all  the  buffoons  of  his 
"  Court." 

At  his  table  at  Villebon  he  always  kept  up 
the  frugality  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed 
in  early  life  in  the  army.  His  table  confided  of 
ten  difhes,  dreffed  in  the  plaineft  and  moft 
iimple  manner.  The  Courtiers  reproached  him 
often  with  the  fimplicity  of  his  table.  He  ufed 
to  reply,  in  the  words  of  an  Antient,  "  if  the 
"  guefts  are  men  of  fenfe,  there,  is  fufficient  for 
"  them  if  they  are  not,  I  can  very  well  dif- 
"  penfe  with  their  company." 

Sully  dined  at  the  upper  end  of  the  hall 
with  the  perfons  of  his  own  age,  at  a  table 

apart. 
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apart  The  young  people  were  ferved  at  a  table 
by  themfelves.  The  venerable  hoft  gave  as  a 
reafon  for  this  arrangement,  that  the  perfons  of 
different  ages  might  not  be  mutually  tirefome 
to  each  other. 

Abbe  de  Longuerue  fays, "  that  the  Duchefe 
C£  of  Nemours  told  him,  that  fhe  had  often 
"  feen  the  good  old  man  M.  de  Sully;  that  he 

*  was  fo  altered  by  being  difmiffed  from  his 
"  employments  of  ftate,  that  there  remained 

*  nothing  about  him  which  reminded  you  of 
"  the  celebrated  Minifter  of  his  name ;  and  that 
<c  his  mind  was  entirely  taken  up  with  the 
"  management  of  his  eftate  and  of  his  family 
u  affairs* 

a  His  lecretaries,"  adds  the  Abbe,  "  filled 
a  his  Memoirs  with  faults  which  he  was  not 
u  in  a  ftate  of  mind  to  correct." 


ARMAND  DE  BIRON 

was  a  Marflial  and  Mafter  of  the  Artillery  of 
France,  and  was  no  lefs  a  man  of  learning  than 
a  great  General 


"  He 
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"  He  loft,"  fays  Brotier,  !?  no  opportunity 
"  of  inftrufting  himfelf,  and  wrote  down  in  his 
<c  common-place  book  whatever  he  heard  or 
<c  met  with  that  was  worthy  of  his  notice* 
<f  Thefe  were  called,  Les  Devines  Tablettes  dt 
u  Bironr 

No  lefs  liberal  than  brave,  when  his  Maitre 
d' Hotel  advifed  him  to  make  a  reform  in  his 
houfehold,  and  get  rid  of  fome  of  his  fupernu- 
merary  fervants,  giving  as  a  reafon,  that  he 
could  do  without  them;  "  Perhaps  fo,"  re- 
plied Biron,  "  but  let  me  know  firft,  if  they 
"  can  do  without  me." 

At  the  battle  of  Ivry,  Henry  the  Fourth 
joined  the  Walloon  Troops  at  the  rifk  of  his 
life,  and  left  Biron  with  a  corps  de  referve,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  rallying.  When  the 
engagement  was  over,  Biron  told  his  Sovereign, 
w  Sire,  this  is  not  fair :  you  have  done  to-day 
M  what  Biron  fhould  have  done,  and  he  has 
"  done  what  the  King  ought  to  have  done." 

"  He  had,"  fays  Brotier,  "  the  weaknefs 
*4  too  commonly  incident  to  Generals— that 
"  of  continuing  rather  than  terminating  a  war* 
"  He  laid  to  his  fon,  who  afked  him  to  give 
46  him  fome  troops  for  an  adion,  which  would 
§  "  be 
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be  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  caufe  in 
M  which  they  were  engaged  :  You  blockhead 

*  you  !  what  you  wifli  then  that  we  may  be 

*  lent  to  plant  cabbages  at  our  country  fe&t  r — 
"  Qas/  done,  marautj  nous  veux  tu  env oyer  planter 
€C  des  choux  a  Biron  ?" 

Biron  wrote  fome  Commentaries  on  his  Mi- 
litary Expeditions  ;  of  which  Brantome  laments 
the  lofs.  He  boafted  that  he  had  pafled  from 
the  lowed  rank  in  the  Army  to  that  of  Gene- 
ral, and  faid,  that  was  the  only  legitimate  way 
to  become  a  Marfhal  of  France.  He  had 
been  wounded  in  feven  different  engagements. 
When  he  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  being  required  to  produce  his  Letters  of 
Nobiiity,  he  contented  himfelf  with  exhibiting 
a  few  pieces  of  parchment  to  the  Sovereign 
and  the  Commiflioners,  faying,  "  Sire,  voila  ma 
u  NobleJJe  bien  comprize"  Then  putting  his 
hand  upon  his  fword,  he  added,  "  Mais,  Sire, 
u  la  voila  niieiix" 

His  device  was  a  match  burning,  with  thefe 
words :  "  Peril  Jed  in  amis-."  He  gave  Henry 
the  Fourth  the  wife  advice  to  remain  in  France, 
and  not  to  fly  into  England  or  Switzerland,  on 
the  death  of  Henry  the  Third.  The  Marfhal  was 

vol.  iv.  K  killed 
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killed  by  a  mufquet  ball,  at  the  fiege  of  Eper- 
nay  in  1 592. 

Biron  was  Godfather  to  the  celebrated  Car- 
dinal de  Richelieu,  to  whom  he  gave  his  own 
baptifmal  name  of  Armand. 


CHARLES  GONTAUT  DE  BIRON, 

fon  of  the  Marfhal  Biron  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Article,  was  fo  early  an  excellent  Officer, 
that  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  chofen,  by  the 
common  confent  of  the  Army"  commanded  by 
his  Father,  to  fupply  his  place  as  General,  when 
the  latter  was  prevented  by  his  wounds  from 
aflumbg  that  diftinguifhed  fituation, 

Biron  ufed  to  fay,  that  fometimes  prudence 

was  unneceflary  in  war. 

He  confpired  againffc  his  Sovereign  Henry 
the  Fourth,  who  would  have  pardoned  himy 
had  he  relied  fufficiently  upon  his  clemency 
and  his  gratitude  to  have  confeffed  his  treafon 
to  him.  He  who  had  fo  often  looked  upon 
death  with  intrepidity  in  the  field,  beheld  it 
upon  the  fcaffold  with  the  utmoft  fear  and  emo- 
tion y 
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lion;  and  the  Executioner  was  obliged  to  do 
his  fad  office  by  ftealth.  Biron  had  ridiculed 
the  quiet  and  refigned  manner  with  which  the 
amiable  but  unfortunate  Earl  of  Eflex  met  his 
fate,  as  bordering  upon  pufillanimity  and  cow- 
ardice. Nemefis  is  but  too  often  upon  the 
watch  to  revenge  obloquy  upon  itfelf,  and  to 
render  thofe  perlbns  juftly  obnoxious  to  its  at- 
tacks, who  have  been  liberal  of  them  upon  other 
perfons. 

Henry  has  been  much  blamed  for  not  fpar- 
ing  the  life  of  his  fellow-foldier  and  companion, 
and  the  occafional  caufe  of  his  vi&ories.  Biron 
was,  however,  fo  violent,  fo  expeniive>  and  fo 
diflatisfied  with  his  Sovereign's  behaviour  to 
him,  that  he  would  perhaps  have  ever  loojeed 
lip  to  a  Revolution  to  gratify  his  revenge,  or 
to  fatisfy  his  neceffities.  He  was  extremely  ad- 
dicted to  play,  at  which  he  loft  fuch  confider- 
able  funis,  that  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  je  ne  fcais  fi 
"  je  momrai  fur  un  echaffauty  maJs  je  fgais  bien 
"  que  je  ne  mourrai  pas  a  rHopitaL" — "  Fatal 
<<J  alternative/ '  fays  D'Anquetil,  "  that  but 
5?  too  often  attends  thofe  who  riik  their  for* 
*  tunes  on  a  die  or  a  card/' 

Brotier  fays,  "  that  when  Biron's  friends 
"  folicited  his  pardon  from  Henry  \  by  way  of 

k  2  "  palliating 
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"  palliating  his  crime,  they  faid  that  his  pride 
"  had  made  him  oppofe  his  Sovereign."  Henry 
replied,  "  It  is  always  agreeable  to  me  to  par- 
u  don,  but  my  device  is  that  of  my  king- 
"  dom : 

Par  cere  fubjeclis  et  debellare  fuperbos. 

To  fpaf.e  the  conquered,  and  fubdue  the  proud.'* 

Biron  was  fo  confcious  of  the  fate  which 
awaited  him,  that  upon  being  told  when  he 
was  in  prifon  that  he  would  loon  be  releafed, 
he  replied,  "  Alas !  I  am  not  one  of  thofe 
"  birds  who  are  put  into  a  cagfc  to  let  go 
"  again." 
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belonged  to  the  deteftable  faction  of  the 
League,  but,  in  conjun&ion  with  a  few  excel- 
lent men  of  his  party,  would  not  give  into 
the  horrid  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He 
was  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Dijon  when 
Henry  the  Fourth,  on  his  taking  poffeffion  of 
Paris,  laid  that  he  would  make  him  one  of  his 
Council  of  State.  Jeannin  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying,  that  it  was  not  juft  that  he  fhould 
prefer  an  old  Leaguer  to  fo  many  diftinguifhed 
perfons,  whofe  fidelity  to  him  had  never  been 

fufpefted. 
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fufpected.     u  I  am    certain,   Sir/'  replied 
Henry,  u  that  a  perfon  who  has  been  faithful 
to  a  Prince  will  not  be  defective  in  fidelity 
"  to  a  King." 

A  rich  Country  Gentleman  of  Burgundy, 
being  much  ftruck  with  Jeannin's  eloquence 
in  the  Parliament  of  that  Province,  was  very 
anxious  to  have  him  for  his  fon-in-law,  ancj, 
waited  upon  him  to  tell  him  of  his  intention. 
On  his  afking  him  what  property  he  poffeffed, 
Jeannin,  pointing  to  his  head,  and  to  a  fmall 
collection  of  Books  in  the  room,  laid,  "  In 
"  thefe,  Sir,  confift  all  my  wealth  and  all  my 
"  fortune," 

Some  Prince  having  alked  Jeannin  whofe 
fon  he  was,  he  replied,  "  I  am  the  fon  of 
§  my  own  merit." 

Jeannin  was  Ambafiador  from  Henry  the 
Fourth  to  the  States-General  of  Holland,  and 
negotiated  the  peace  between  that  Republic  and 
the  Spaniards  (one  of  the  mod  difficult  that 
ever  took  place)  with  fuch  ability  and  impar- 
tiality, that  he  gained  the  confidence  of  the  two 
parties.  Cardinal  Bentivoglio  (ays,  that  he  had 
often  heard  Jeannin  fpeak  in  the  Council  of 
Sfetfe,  where  he  appeared  to  carry  in  his 
k  3  manner 
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manner  and  countenance  all  the  dignity  of  his 
Matter. 

Henry  faid  of  him,  "  I  am  obliged  to  gild 
"  feveral  of  my  fubjefts  to  take  off  the  edge  of 
"  their  malice.  With  refpeft  to  Jeannin,  I 
"  have  as  yet  contented  myfelf  with  faying 
"  good  things  of  him,  without  doing  any  for 
"  him." 

Jeannin's  "  Memoirs  of  his  Negotiations 
"  with  Holland"  were  published  by  himfelf. 
When  Richelieu  was  banifhed  to  Avignon,  he 
fludied  them  very  much,  and  profefied  himfelf 
greatly  indebted  to  them  for  his  knowledge  of 
the  difficult  art  of  Negotiation, 

Jeannin,  though  Prefident  of  the  Parliament 
of  Dijon,  ufed  to  fay,  "  We  are  not  always  fo 
"  well  inftru&ed  in  the  Parliaments  as  the 
"  Prince  and  his  Minifters  are  refpefting  what 
"  makes  for  the  general  good  of  the  country* 
"  Sometimes  the  fame  thing  taken  feparately 
u  appears   unjuft,  which   in   the  general  is 

« jufi." 

Henry  the  Fourth,  once  finding  a  ftate-fecret 
betrayed,  faid  to  his  other  Minifters,  "  See 
"  amongft  yourfelves  who  it  is  that  has  be- 

iC  trayed 
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trayed  us ;  I  myfeif  will  anfwer  for  that  goc 
creature  there  (pointing  to  Jeannin),  that  he 
has  not  done  it/' 


CARDINAL  D'OSSAT. 

This  eminent  Negotiator  was  the  fon  of  a 
fmith,  and  loll  his  Father  and  Mother  when  he 
was  very  young.  At  the  age  of  nine,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fervice  of  a  young  Nobleman  of 
Auch ;  his  Mailer  was  likewife  an  orphan,  and 
they  Itudied  together.  D'Oflat  foon  outftrip- 
ped  his  Mafter,  and  became  his  Pieceptor:  he 
was  afterwards  called  to  the  bar,  and  by  de- 
grees rofe  to  the  dignity  of  a  Bilhop  and  Car- 
dinal. His  negotiations  at  the  Court  of  Rome 
procured  the  abfolution  of  Henry  the  Fourth  ; 
a  matter,  at  that  time,  of  no  fmall  difficulty. 

7  He  was  a  man,"  fays  his  Biographer, 
fj  of  great  penetration,  and  took  his  meafures 
%<  with  fuch  precaution,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
w  find  a  fingle  error  or  miftake  in  any  of  them, 
M  He  united  in  the  higheft  degree  politics  and 
"  probity,  honours  with  modefty,  and  dignities 
Y  with  difintereftednefs.  His  letters,  though 
"  upon  fubjedts  which  now  ceafe  to  intereft, 
g  have  been  efteemed  very  much  by  Negotia- 
te 4  "  tors 
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"  tors.    The  late  intelligent  Sir  James  Porte? 

"  was  extremely  fond  of  them,  and  recom^. 

**  mended  them  as  models  of  diplomatic  copi^ 

c*  municatibn," 
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Henry  the  fourth,  King  of  France  (then 
King  of  Navarre;,  going  one  day  to  Condillac> 
the  country-feat  of  Francois  de  Foix,  Bifhop  of 
Aire,  defired  him  to  permit  him  to  fee  his  Ca- 
binet of  Curiofities.  To  this  the  Bifhop  con- 
sented, on  condition  that  the  King  fhould  take 
•with  him  no  perfons  who  were  men  of  igno- 
rance, and  void  of  curicfity.  u  With  all  my 
"  heart,  Uncle;5  replied  the  King;  «  I  fhall 
M  introduce  no  one  who  is  not  more  capable 
"  of  obferving  and  of  appreciating  your  Ca- 
"  binet  than  rnyfelf,"  Coming  in  then  to  the 
Cabinet  with  the  Sieurs  Cierval,  Du  Pleffis, 
J)u  Sainte  Angebonde,  Peliffon,  and  Theodore 
D'Aubigne ;  while  the  King  and  the  reft  were 
amufing  themfelves  in  feeing  a  cannon  lifted  up 
by  a  fmall  machine  which  a  boy  of  fix  years  of 
age  had  in  his  hand,  and  were  very  attentive  to. 
this  o] oration,  D'Aubigne  obferved  a  piece  of 
black  marble  which  fervid  as  a  writing-defk  to 
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the  Bifhop;  and  having  found  a  pencil,  he 
wrote  upon  it  this  diftich  : 

Non  ijihac  Princeps  Regem  tratlare  docetc, 
Sed  defta  regni  po?ideraferre  manu. 
Teach  not  the  King  to  toys  to  give  his  care, 
But  Empire's  pond'rous  weight  with  eafe  to  bear. 

Having  done  this,  he  covered  over  the  piece  of 
marble,  and  joined  the  company,  When  they 
came  up  to  it,  the  Bilhop  faid,  "  Sire,  fee  this 

is  my  writing-deft: !"  but  having  taken  off 
the  cover,  and  feeing  the  diftich,  he  faid,  "  Ah, 
?«  ah  !  a  Man  has  been  here,  I  fee."— "  Nay," 
faid  Henry,  "  what  do  you  take  us  all  for 
*?  Beafts  then  ?"  and  turning  to  the  Bifliop, 
"  Uncle,"  faid  he,  "  can  you  guefs,  by  the 
"  countenance  of  us,  who  has  put  this  trick 

upon  you  ?"  This  faily  of  his  Majefty 
afforded  much  amufement. 

D'Aubigne  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  his  Life, 
and  addreffed  it  to  his  Children.  "  My  chil- 
u  dren,"  fays  he  in  the  Preface  to  it,  H  Anti- 
Jf  quity  will  furnifh  you  with  directions  and 
u  examples,  in  the  lives  of  Emperors  and  of 
,c  great  men,  how  to  behave  againft  the  at- 
<y  tacks  of  enemies  and  of  difobedient  fubje£bs. 
if  You  will  there  fee  how  they  have  rcf"' d  ibe 
"  attacks  of  the  one,  and  the  rebellions  of  the 

"  other i 
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H  other ;  but  it  will  never  teach  you  that  kind 
"  of  conduft  which  is  fuited  to  common  and 
"  ordinary  life:  and  this  third  kind  of  know- 
"  ledge  requiring  more  dexterity  than  the  other 
"  two,  you  have  more  occafion  for  inflruftion 
"  in  it,  fince  you  are  rather  to  imitate  perfons 
*~  of  a  middling  ftation  than  thofe  who  are  of 
"  a  diftinguifhed  rank  in  life  ;  having  to  ftrug- 
"  gle  againft  your  equals,  where  there  is  more 
"  occafion  for  addrefs  than  for  force.  This 
"  want  of  accommodation  has  often  put  Princes 
"  in  a  perilous  fituation.  Henry  the  Great, 
u  the  fourth  Sovereign  of  that  name  in  France, 
"  was  not  pleafed  when  he  found  his  fervants 
"  reading  the  lives  of  Emperors  and  of  great 
"  men.  Having  difcovered  one  of  his  fervants, 
"  by  name  Neufy,  very  fond  of  reading  Taci- 
"  tus,  and  fearing  left  his  courage  thould  take 
"  too  high  a  flight,  he  advifed  him  to  quit  that 
"  kind  of  reading,  and  perufe  only  the  lives  of 
"  perfons  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  his  own," 

At  four  years  of  age  D'Aubigne's  father  put 
him  into  the  hands  of  a  Preceptor,  who  taught 
him  the  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew  languages 
at  the  fame  time ;  and  he  fays,  that  at  feven 
years  of  age  he  tranflated  the  Crito  of  Plato, 
upon  a  promife  which  his  father  had  made  him, 
that  the  tranilation  fhould  be  printed,  with  a 

portrait 
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portrait  of  himfelf  at  that  very  early  age 
prefixed  to  it. 

D'Aubigne,  who  was  a  Proteftant,  attached 
himfelf  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  to  whom  he  was 
a  faithful  and  active  fervant,  and  often  ex- 
pofed  his  life  in  his  fervice,  Henry  repaid  his 
attachment  in  no  other  manner  than  by  making 
him  a  prefent  of  his  portrait,  D'Aubigne  wrote 
the  following  lines  under  it  : 

Ce  Prince  ejl  d'etrange  Nature^ 
jfe  ne  ffai  qui  Diable  Pa  fait. 
J  I  recompcnfe  enpeinture 
Ceux  qui  le fervent  en  ejfet* 

Henry  had  a  favourite  Spaniel,  which 
D'Aubigne,  finding  half  ftarved  in  the  ftreets, 
took  home  with  him  and  kept,  infcribing  thefe 
lines  upon  his  collar: 

ti 

Le  fidele  Citron  qui  coucboit  autrefois 
Sur  voire  lit  facre,  couche  ores  fur  la  dure; 
Cefl  ce  fidele  Chien  qui  apprit  de  la  Nature 
A faire  des  Amis%  et  des  traitres  le  choix. 

II. 

Cefl  hi  qui  les  Brigands  effrayant  de  fa  vmXj 
Des  dents,  des  affaffins,  d'oii  vient  done  quil  endure 
ha  f aim,  le  froid,  les  coups,  les  dedans,  ct  C  injur 
Payement  coutumier  du  fervice  des  Rois* 


Sa 
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Ill, 

S a  fieri fa  beaute^fa  jetinejfe  agr cable 

Le  fit  cberir  de  vous ;  mais  il  fiit  redoutable 

A  vos  baineuxy  aux  funs  pour  la  dexter itL 

IV. 

CourUfanS)  quijettez  vos  dedaigneufes  vues 
Sur  ce  Chien  delaijfe,  rnort  de  f aim  par  les  rueSj 
Aitendez  ce  loyer  de  la  fidelite. 


The  Dog  was  foom  afterwards  taken  to  the 
King,  who  changed  colour  when  he  read  thefe 
lines,  and  remained  confufed  for  fome  time. 
But  not  long  afterwards  he  was  more  abafhed, 
when  in  an  Affembly  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Proteftants  of  Languedoc  he  was  afked  what 
was  become  of  D' Aubigne,  who  had  faved  their 
Province  ;  and  what  he  had  done  for  fo  aftive 
and  fo  ufeful  a  feryant  of  God.  He  replied, 
ff  that  he  always  looked  upon  him  as  much 
"  attached  to  him,  and  that  he  would  take  care 
$5  of  him." 

Before  D' Aubigne  returned  to  the  Court  of 
Henry,  he  fent  one  of  his  Pages  to  announce  to 
the  Sovereign  that  he  was  on  the  road.  The 
King  afeed  him  from  whence  he  came  ?  The 
Page  faid,  "  Yes,  yes;"  and  to  every  queftion 
that  was  put  to  him  returned,  "  Yes,  yes." 
On  the  King's  a/king  him,  why  he  continued 

to 
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to  anfwer  his  quefticns  in  that  manner,  he  re- 
plied, "  Sire,  I  faid  yes,  yes,  becaufe  Kings 
44  drive  away  all  perfons  from  their  prefence, 
44  who  will  not  make  ufe  of  thofe  words  to 
f4  evfcry  thing  which  their  Sovereigns  require  of 
44  them/' 

Henry  had  quarrelled  with  D'Aubigne  Cn 
fome  occafion  or  other,  and  being  afterwards 
reconciled  to  him,  embraced  him  very  heartily, 
D'Aubigne  told  him,  44  Sire,  when  I  look 
44  your  face,  I  fee  that  1  may  take  my  old  free- 
44  doms  and  liberties  with  you.  Open  now 
44  three  of  your  waiftcoat  buttons,  and  be  io 
44  kind  as  to  tell  me  how  I  have  difplealed  you." 
Henry  growing  pale  at  thefe  words  (as  was  his 
cuflom  when  any  thing  afFedted  him)  anfwered, 
44  You  were  too  much  attached  to  the  Due  de 
"  'le  Tremouille,  to  whom  you  know  I  had  an 
"  averfion."— "  Sire,"  replied  D'Aubigne,  "  I 
44  have  had  the  honour  of  being  brought  up  at 
44  the  feet  of  your  Majefty,  and  I  have  learned 
44  from  you  never  to  abandon  thofe  perfons  who 
"  were  affli&ed  and  oppreffed  by  a  power  fu- 
44  perior  to  their  own.  You  will  then  furely 
44  approve  in  me  that  leffon  of  virtue  which 
44  I  learned  under  yourfelf."  This  anfwer  was 
fucceeded  by  another  hearty  embrace  from 
Henry. 

One 
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One  night  as  D'Aubigne  was  lying  lit 
Henry's  chamber  with  fo-ne  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  his  fuite,  he  faid  to  La  Force,  who  was  afleep 
by  his  fide,  M  Our  Mafter  is  furely  one  of  the 
"  moft  ungrateful  men  upon  earth  !"  La  Force, 
between  keeping  and  waking,  a  Iked  him  what 
he  was  faying.  "  Why,"  exclaimed  the  King, 
whom  D'Aubigne  thought  to  be  afleep,  "  are 
"  you  deaf  ?  do  you  not  hear  what  he  fays  ? 
"  that  I  am  the  moft  ungrateful  of  mankind  ?" 
"  — Sleep  on,  Sire,"  replied  D'Aubigne ;  "  I 
"  have  a  good  deal  more  to  fay  yet/' — "  The 
"  next  day,"  adds  D'Aubigne,  "  the  King  did 
"  not  look  unkindly  at  me,  but  he  ftill  gave  me 
"  nothing." 

After  Henry's  death,  D'Aubigne,  retaining  in 
his  hands  two  towns  near  Rochelle,  was  told, 
that  if  he  would  give  them  up  to  the  Queen, 
he  ihould  have  of  her  Majefty  what  he  pleafed. 
He  replied,  "  I  (hall  receive  of  the  Queen  all 
"  I  defiref  for  I  only  wifli  her  to  look  upon 
"  me  as  a  good  Chriftian  and  a  good  French- 
"  man." 

He  wrote  a  Univerfal  Hiftory,  fome  Trage- 
dies, and  other  Works,  of  which  he  fays,  "  that 
'*  in  his  retirement  at  St.  Jean  d'Angeli,  he 
"  printed  them  at  his  ewn  expence  s  and  that 
§  *  they 
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fc  they  had  fcarcely  appeared  in  the  world,  when 
"  they  were  burnt  at  Paris  by  the  hands  of  the 
"  Hangman." 

D'Aubigne  likewife  wrote,  "  Les  Aventures 
"  du  Baron  de  Fanejle"  in  ridicule  of  the  Ca- 
tholics and  the  Leaguers.  He  mentions  thefe 
lines,  which  wrere  made  upon  feme  Reformers  of 
the  Abufes  in  Church  and  State  ; 

Enfin  ckaciin  detcjle 
Les  guerreS)  et  protefle 

Ne  vouloir  que  le  bien, 
Chacun  au  bien  afpire^ 
Chacun  ce  bien  defirc^ 
Et  le  dejire  Jsen. 
Each  party  civil  war  detefts, 
And  each  with  folemn  vows  protefts 

He  nothing  means  but  good. 
Each  fays  it  is  his  only  aim, 
Each  to  this  good  puts  in  his  claim,, 
His  own  underftood. 
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The  day  before  the  battle  of  Ivry,  the  Ger- 
man troops  which    Schomberg  commanded 
mutinied  and  refuted  to  fight,  if  they  were  not 
paid  the  money  which  was  due  to  them.  Schom- 
berg 
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berg  went  to  Henry  the  Fourth  with  this  tAtf* 
fage,  who  anfwered  him  angrily,  "  How,  Colo- 
"  nel  Thifche  (a  nick-name  given  to  him),  h 
u  it  the  behaviour  of  a  man  of  honour  to  de- 
"  mand  money,  when  he  fhould  take  his  orders 
<c  for  fighting  ?" 

The  next  morning,  Henry,  recollefting  what 
lie  had  faid  to  Schomberg,  went  into  his  tent 
before  the  engagement  began,  and  faid  to  him, 
u  Colonel,  this  is  perhaps  the  only  opportunity 
"  I  may  have — -I  may  be  killed  in  the  engage- 
s<  ment — it  is  not  right  that  I  fhould  carry  away 
u  with  me  the  honour  of  a  brave  Gentleman 
"  like  you.  I  declare  then,  that  I  recognize 
16  you  as  a  man  of  worth,  and  incapable  of 
"  doing  any  thing  cowardly," 

Schomberg,  {truck  with  admiration  and  grati- 
tude at  this  noble  behaviour  of  Henry,  replied 
to  him,  "  Ah  !  Sire,  in  reftoring  to  me  that 
"  honour  which  you  took  away  from  me,  you 
"  take  away  my  life:  for  I  fhould  be  unworthy 
"  of  it,  if  I  did  not  devote  it  to  your  fervice, 
"  If  I  had  a  thoufand  lives,  I  would  lay  them 
u  all  at  your  feet." 


r  i4s  j 
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As  this  Knight  of  Malta,  who  was  Ambafla- 
d6r  from  France  to  the  Pope,  was  one  day  walk* 
ing  with  the  Venetian  Ambafiador  in  the  Square 
before  the  beautiful  Church  of  the  Geffi  at 
Rome  (where  it  feems  there  is  always  air,  even 
in  the  hotteft  day  of  fummer),  he  faid  to  him, 
u  What  an  odd  thing  it  is  that  there  fliould  be 
<c  always  fomething  of  a  breeze  here!  Can 
*  your  Excellency  account  for  it  Perfe&Iy  ? 
w  well/*  replied  the  Venetian,  u  upon  a  tradi- 
"  tion  that  has  been  long  current  in  this  city* 
^  The  Devil  and  the  Wind  were  one  day  walk- 
<c  ing  together  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome,  when, 

coming  to  the  Jefuits  College  in  this  place, 
"  the  Devil  faid  to  the  Wind,  Pray  be  fo  good 
w  as  to  ftay  here  a  minute  or  two,  I  have  a 
"  word  to  fay  to  thefe  good  Fathers  within* 
"  The  Devil,  as  the  ftory  goes,  never  returned 
"  to  his  companion,  who  has  been  ever  fince 
cc  waiting  for  him  at  the  door." 

Memoires  de  l'Abbe  b'ArnaulDo 

After  the  aflaffination  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
Mary  de  Medicis  burft  into  the  room  where 
Sillery  was  fitting,  and  exclaimed,  "  iThe 
u  King,  Sir,  is  dead  !" — "  I  beg  your  Majefty'a 

Vol.  iv,  l  H  pardon,'* 


"  pardon,' *  replied  Sillery,  who  was  then  Ch&l- 
tellor,  "  the  King  of  France  never  dies." 

He  was  banifhed  to  his  feat  at  Siilery,  and 
fupported  the  lofs  of  his  power  and  confequence 
with  great  impatience.  His  Phyficians,  on  his 
«Jeath-bed,  refilling  to  acquaint  him  with  the . 
danger  of  his  fituation,  an  old  and  faithful  fer- 
vant  took  the  painful  talk  upon  himfelf,  and 
faid  to  him,  "  Sir,  your  trial  is  over :  you  muft 
u  prepare  yourfelf  for  death.    You  have  not 

*  above  feven  or  eight  hours  to  live.** — "  Is  it  fo, 
u.  my  friend?"  replied  M.  de  Siilery  ;  "let  me 
€€  employ,  then,  the  fhort  time  that  I  have  to 
"  live  in  a  proper  manner.  Send  for  my  Con- 
"  feUbr  " 

ff  M.  de  Sillery's  virtues  and  faults  were  fo 
**  well  counterbalanced,"  fays  Sully,  "  that  it 

*  was  no  difficult  matter  for  me  to  employ  the 
**  firfi  ufefully,  and  to  guard  myfelf  againfl  the 
u  dangers  of  the  latter." 


CRILLON. 

Henry  the  Fourth,  on  feeing  Crillon  come 
ene  day  into  the  Drawing-room  of  the  Palace 
<ef  Foniainbleau,  exclaimed,,"  Here. conies  the 

"  braved 
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k  braveft  man  in  my  dominions !" — "Sire,'* 
replied  Crillon,  "your  Majefty  tells  an  untruth; 
u  he  is  yourfelf." 

Crillon  being  defired  by  his  Sovereign  Henry 
the  Third  to  affift  in  the  affaffinatiori  of  the 
Duke  of  Gtfife,  refufed  in  as  gentle  a  manner 
as  he  could  adding,  "  I  will  attack  him,  Sire, 
a  fairly  in  fingle  combat,  with  all  my  heart ; 
a  I  will  run  in  upon  him ;  he  will,  of  courfe, 
*  kill  me,  and  I  (hall  kill  him.  A  man  that  is 
"  carelefs  of  his  own  life  has,  you  know,  that  of 
"  his  enemy  always  in  his  power.'1 

Crilion  was  not  prefent  at  the  battle  of 
Arques,  where  his  beloved  Sovereign  Henry  the 
Fourth  gained  a  complete  victory,  and  afterward 
wrote  to  him  this  laconic  epiftle  :  "  Hang  yourfelf 
"  immediately,  brave  Crillon !  We  have  had 
u  .an  engagement  at  Arques,  and  you  were  not 
"  there.  Adieu  !  Je  vous  aime  a  tort  et  £ 
u  iravers^ 

The  fecoiid  Duke  of  Guife,  when  he  was 
Very  young*  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  courage 
of  Crillon  by  pretending  that  the  town  in  which 
he  was  afleep  was  befieged  by  the  enemy.  Cril- 
lon, awaked  from  his  fleep  by  the  noife,  rufh- 
cd  out  with  his  ufual  intrepidity,  and  finding  it 

L   2  tQ 
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to  be  a  trick,  faid  to  the  Duke,  "  Young  marf* 
"  I  would  advife  you  never  again  to  think  of 
h  founding  the  courage  of  a  man  of  honour, 
"  By  death  itfelf,  if  you  had  found  me  fail,  t 
"  fn ould  have  ftruck  my  dagger  into  your 
"  heart." 

Courtefy,  no  lefs  than  courage,  was  always 
the  appanage  of  the  family  of  Crillon.  That 
in  thefe  refpedte  the  laft  of  that  illuftrious 
Houfe  did  not  degenerate,  the  conqueft  of  Mi- 
norca, and  the  following  letter  fent  by  him  to 
Lord  Heathfield,  the  preferver  of  Gibral- 
tar, on  his  l>eing  made  a  Peer,  are  convincing 
proofs : 

"  Permettezl-moi,  mon  aimable  et  refpeftable 
u  enemi,  de  ne  fonger  qu'au  titre  d'Ami  que 
"  vous  ayez  bien  voulii  m'accorder,  pour  re- 
€c  jouir  avec  vous  de  la  grace  que  le  Roi  votrc 
"  maitre  vient  de  vous  accorder. 

"  Creft  par  Monfieur  Fowler  Walker, 
<c  un  vos  Compatrictes  et  Admirateurs,  que 
"  je  l'ai  appris.  La  qualitc  de  My  lord  n'ajoute  . 
fc  rien  a  toutes  celles  qui  vous  rendent  dier  a 
a  mes  yeux;  mais  en  me  prouvant  lajuftice  que 
*  votre  nation  a  f^.ue  rpndre  a  vos  fervices,  et 

"  a  votre 
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c*  a  votre  perfonne,  elle  me  devient  perfonelle 
en  me  rappellant  les  temoignages  particulieres 
*c  de  bonte  et  d'eftime  que  j'ai  recu  a  vos 
*f  cotes,  et  a  ceux  de  vos  braves  foldats.  Ce 
moment  ne  s'effacera  jamais  de  ma  memoire, 
"  heureux  fi  en  trouvant  d'autres  occafions  de 
*c  meriter  d'avantage  les  fuffrages  de  votre  gene- 
"  reufe  nation,  en  fervant  nos  denx  Maitres 
*c  corrime  Allies,  je  pouvois  avant  mourir  vous 
embrafier  et  vous  repeter  de  vive  voix  Tafr 
"  furance  des  fentimens  d'eftime  de  votre  na- 
u  tion,  et  d'amite  que  vous  m'avez  infpire,  et 
"'avec  lefquels  j'ai  honneur  d'etre  de  votre 
"  Excellence, 

"  Monfieur, 
1*  Tres  humble  et  tres  obeifiant  Serviteur, 
u  R.  R.  Due  de  Crillon^ 
"  Due  de  Mahon. 

"  A  Plombieres, 
«  le  9  Juillet,  1788. 
u  A  fon  Excellence  Mylord  He  athfii-ld, 
"  Capitaine  General  des  Armees 
"  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique." 


SEIGNEUR  DE  BEAUMANOIR, 

This  French  Nobleman,  a  partizan  cf  the 
Count  du  Blois,-  went  one  day  to  confer  with 

l  3  Richard 


I^O         SEIGNEUR  DE  BEAUMAN01R. 

Richard  Bembron,  the  Engliflh  Commandant  of 
Ploermel,  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  Bretagne,  for  the 
Countefs  of  that  Province,  on  the  means  of  pre- 
venting the  mutual  outrages  their  refpe&ive 
foldiers  committed  upon  the  peafants.  Soor», 
however,  the  rivality  between  the  two  nations 
burffc  forth,  and  interrupted  the  conference ; 
each  Commander  fpoke  with  contempt  of  the 
prowefs  of  his  rival's  countrymen,  and  with 
veneration  of  the  valour  of  his  own.  They 
grew  warm,  and  a  challenge  took  place.  It 
was  agreed,  that  the  two  Commanders  fhould 
meet  at  a  given  fpot  with  thirty  on  each  fide, 
and  decide  the  difpute.  Beaumanoir  and  Bern? 
bron  appeared  at  the  day  appointed  armed 
cap-a-pied>  and  at  the  head  of  their  refpe£tive 
foldiers.  The  enthufiafm  that  inflamed  thefe 
modern  Horatii  ^nd  Curiatix  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  They  charged  moft  furioufly  man 
againft  man,  but  foon  the  fortune  of  war  began 
to  fhew  itfelf.  Of  the  Englhh,  only  twenty-five 
in  a  ftiort  time  remained.  Soon  afterwards 
five  are  taken  prifoners,  killed,  or  incapable  of 
fighting  on  account  of  their  wounds.  Beau- 
manoir changes  the  plan  of  battle.  Bembron 
does  the  fame.  They  form  themfelves  into  a 
little  fquadron.  The  Commander  of  the  Eng- 
is  thrown,  down,  and  flain  upon  the  fpot. 
The  Commander  of  the  French,  dangeroufly 

wounds 


PIERRE  DE   CAYET.  I^I 

wounded,  and  ready  to  fink  with  heat  and  thirft, 
defires  one  of  his  remaining  companions  to  give 
him  fomething  to  drink.  He  exclaims,  "  Beau- 
"  manoir,  drink  fome  of  your  own  blood,  and 
"  your  thirft  will  go  off.  You  muft  perfift  to 
"  the  very  laft  extremity."  Beaumanoir,  ani- 
mated by  thefe  words,  perfifts,  and  remains 
(gaffer  of  the  field, 


PIERRE  DE  CAYET, 

This  author  of  the  celebrated  and  veiy  rare 
Memoirs  relative  to  Henry  the  Fourth  of 
France  which  bear  his  name,  was  at  firft  a 
Proteftant  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  was  much  preffed  by  the  Count 
of  Soiffons  to  marry  him  to  one  of  the  Princefles 
of  the  Houfe  of  Navarre.  He  refufed ;  as  not 
thinking  it  honourable  to  be  concerned  in  giv- 
ing the  fandtion  of  religion  to  a  marriage  which 
he  knew  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  Royal 
Family  of  Navarre,  and  to  which  he  was  fure 
they  would  never  give  their  confent.  The 
Count  of  Soiffons  ftill  infifted — Cayet  refifted 
with  great  intrepidity.  On  the  Count's  threaten- 
ing to  ftab  him  if  he  perfifted  in  his  refufal,  he 
very  fpiritedly  replied,  "  Well,  then,  your  High- 
l  4  "  nefs 
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4i  nefs  may  kill  me,  if  you  pleafe ;  I  prefer 
*6  dying  by  the  hand  of  a  great  Prince  to  dying; 
<c  by  that  of  the  hangman/' 


ABBE  RUCELLAI. 

5 

The  effect  of  motive  upon  the  human  frame 
was  perhaps  never  better  illuftrated  than  in 
the  following  account  of  Abbe  Ru^ellai,  in 
that  entertaining  Book,  written  by  Dom'  Noel 
d'Argcnne,  a  Carthufian  friar  of  Gallicn  in  Nor- 
mandy, entitled,  Melanges  d'Hi/loire  et  de  la 
Literature>  -par  Vigneuil  de  Merveille. — "  This 
"  Abbe  was  the  great  nephew  of  the  celebrated 
iC  Monlignor  de  la  Cafa,  fo  well  known  by  tha 
*Q  excellence  of  his  Italian  writings ;  he  came 
u  from  Rome  to  Paris  with  Mary  de  Medicis^ 
"  wife  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  where  he  lived  ia 
*c  great  fplendor  and  profuficn.    He  ufed  to 

*  have  ferved  up  at  his  table,  during  the  def? 
"  fert,  bafons  enamelled  in  gold  full  of  elfences^ 
<c  perfumes,  of  gloves,  fans,  and  even  piftole^ 

*  for  nis  company  to  play  with.  By  thefe  cir- 
«c  cumftances  one  may  readily  judge  what  fort 
"  of  a  perfon  M.  Ru^ellai  was.  His  delicacy 
^  in  every  thing  was  exceffive :  he  drank  no- 
W  thing  but  water,  but  it  was  a  water  that 

5  was 

'2  *  '  ;  ' 
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«  was  brought  from  a  great  diftance,  and 
u  which  was  to  be  drawn  drop  by  drop  (if  one 
"  may  fo  exprefs  it).  The  leaft  thing  in  the 
p  world  diftrefled  him :  the  fun,  the  dew,  heat, 
ff  cold,  the  leaft  change  in  the  atmofphere  feem- 
"  ed  to  have  an  effedt  upon  his  conftitution. 
"  The  mere  apprehenfion  of  becoming  ill 
f?  would  make  him  keep  his  room  and  put 
"  himfelf  to  bed.  It  [is  to  him  that  our  phy- 
(C  ficians  are  obliged  for  the  invention  of  that 
"  difeafe  without  a  difeafe,  called  Vapours, 
"  which  makes  the  employment  of  thofe  per- 
"  fons  who  are  idle,  and  the  fortunes  of  thofe 

*  who  attend  them.  The  poor  Abbe  groaned 
"  greatly  under  the  weight  of  thefe  trifles, 
"  daring  to  undertake  nothing  where  there  was 
f<  the  leaft  trouble  or  fatigue.  At  laft,  however, 
"  goaded  by  ambition,  or  rather  perhaps  from 
u  a  defir$  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  fome  perfon 

*  who  he  thought  had  not  ufed  him  well,  he 
cc  undertook  to  ferve  his  old  miftrefs,  Mary 

*  de  Medicis,  in  fome  ftate  intrigues  which 
"  were  very  complicated,  and  which  required 
"  great  activity.  At  firft,  the  fight  of  that 
"  trouble  which  had  always  appeared  to  hira 
€€  to  be  fo  dreadful  a  thing,  was  very  near 
f*  making  him  abandon  his  undertaking ;  but 
^  getting  the  better  of  his  fears,  he  became 
[c  fo  hardy  and  fo  a£tive3  that  his  friends,  who 

2  faf- 
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"  faw  him  work  hard  all  the  day  and"  take  no 
"  reft  at  night,  who  law  him  riding  poll  upon 
«6  the  mod  execrable  horfes,  and  not  caring 
*€  what  he  ate  or  drank,  but  contented  always 
€*  with  what  he  found,  ufed  in  joke  to  afk  him 
15  news  of  the  Abbe  Ru^ellai,  pretending  not  to 
*c  know  what  was  become  of  him,  or  what 
f?  perfon  had  changed  fituations  with  him,  or 
"  into  what  other  body  the  Abbe's  foul  had 
tranfmigrated," 


ST.  FRANCOIS  DE  SALES 

is  one  of  the  lateft  of  the  modern  Saints,  but, 
as  a  lady  well  obferved  of  him,  a  moft  gentle- 
man-like Saint,  for  to  the  rigid  virtues  of  religion 
he  added  the  graces  of  urbanity  and  politenefs. 
He  preferred  his  own  miferable  Bilhopric  of 
Geneva  to  that  of  Paris,  which  Henry  the 
Fourth  offered  him.  This  excellent  Prelate 
was  a  model  of  humility,  charity,  and  piety. 
The  Abbe  Marfollier  has  written  a  very  enter- 
taining life  of  him,  in  two  volumes  i2mo. ;  and 
the  "  Efprit  de  St.  Francois  de  Sales"  8vo. 
contains  the  fummary  of  his  maxims  and  doc- 
trine very  well  compiled . 

To 


ST.  FRANCOIS  DE  SALES, 

To  fome  ecclefiaftic  of  his  diocefe  who  was 
brought  before  him  as  a  perlon  of  vicious  and  ir- 
regular life,  and  who  had  fallen  on  his  knees  be^ 
fore  him  to  beg  pardon  for  the  fcandal  he  had 
given,  the  Prelate  replied,  falling  alfo  on  his 
&nees  before  him,  H  1  have  in  my  turn,  Sir,  to 
"  requefl  of  you,  that  you  will  have  fome  com- 
"  paflion  upon  myfelf,  and  upon  all  thofe  who 
€Q  are  ecclefiaftics  in  my  diocefe,  upon  the 

*  Church  and  upon  Religion,  whofe  reputa* 
*'  tion  and  honour  you  difgrace  by  your  fcan- 

*  dalous  life,  which  gives  occafion  to  the  ene- 
mies  of  our  holy  faith  to  blalpheme  it." 

This  fpeech,  fays  the  author  of  this  anecdote, 
made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  culprit,  that 
He  took  up  a  new  way  of  life,  and  became  a 
model  of  piety  and  virtue, 

Henry  the  Fourth  ufed  to  call  St.  Francois 
de  Sales,  "  PEvefque  des  Evefques—the  Bifhop 

*  of  Bifliops.    He   has,"  faid  he,  "  birth, 

*  learning,  virtue,  and  piety," 


MARQUIS  SPINOLA. 

(t  Pray  of  what  did  your  brother  die  ?"  faid 
£his  celebrated  General  one  day  to  Sir  Horace 

Vere. 
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Vere,  u  He  died,  Sir,"  replied  Vere,  &  of 
t  having  nothing  to  do  "—"  Alas,  Sir,"  <-d 
Spinola,  "  that  is  enough  to  kill  any  Gt  of 
"  us  all." 

Montefquieu  fays,  "  We  in  general  place 
*  idleneis  among  the  beatitudes  of  Heaven; 
•*  it  fhould  rather,  I  think,  be  put  among  the 
1  torments  of  Hell." 


JOSEPH  SCALIGER. ' 

This  great  fcholar  had  much  of  the  info- 
lence  which  but  too  often  accompanies  great 
learning.  In  his  writings  he  is  very  profufe  of 
the  epithets  of  "  beaft,  blockhead,  ignorant  fel- 
cc  low,"  &c.  to  thofe  who  differed  from  him  ii> 
opinion,  and  who  knew  not  fo  much  Greek  as 
himfelf.  His  pride  was  much  mortified,  when, 
previous  to  his  going  to  fettle  in  Holland,  he 
took  leave  of  his  Sovereign  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  who  merely  faid  to  him,  "  So,  M. 
M  l'Efcale,  the  Dutch  have  fent  for  you  !  They 
*c  will,  I  fuppofe,  give  you  a  very  handfome 
"  penfion  :  I  am  very  glad  of  it."  Then  care- 
lefsly  turning  to  him,  he  faid,  "  Pray,  Sir,  is  it 
*'  true,  that  you  have  fometimes  been  three 

weeks  without  blowing  your  nofe?" 
*     '     §  $?aligerf 


JOSEPH  SCALIGER. 

Scaliger,  in  his  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
fecond  Epiftle,  fays,  cf  Even  the  befl  fcholars 
"  among  the  Englifh  fpeak  Latin  with  fa 
j  wretched  a  pronunciation,  that  I  remember 
"  being  in  company  with  an  Englilhman  of 
4(  that  defcription,  who  talked  Latin  to  me  for 
"  a  complete  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  whom  I 
"  underftood  no  more  than  if  he  had  talked 
"  Arabic  *.  I  made  my  excufes  for  not  anfwer- 
"  ing  him,  as  I  did  not  very  well  underftand 
"  Englilh.  On  this  my  friend,  who  introduced 
"  him  to  me,  burft  out  into  a  loud  fit  of 
"  laughter ;  fo  that  I  could  never  afterward? 
*  fee  him  without  confufion." 

The  pronunciation  of  Latin  by  Englifhmen, 
fetting  alide  all  reafons  deduced  from  the  make 
of  the  letters,  the  founds  of  the  vowels,  and  the 
rules  for  the  pronunciation  of  them  that  have 
been  laid  down  by  Quintilian  and  by  others,  h 
furely  defe&ive,  as  it  differs  from  the  pronun- 
ciation of  all  other  Nations,  and  renders  an 
EngliPnman  out  of  his  own  country,  and  even 
in  Scotland,  when  he  fpeaks  Latin,  as  unintelli- 
gible as  if  he  were  fpeaking  the, Hottentot  lan- 
guage. It  would  be  furely  worth  while  in  our 
ichools  to  teach  the  Italian  pronunciation  of 


*  Quam  Ji  Turcict  kqueretur. 


Latin* 
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Latin,  which  we  may  fteceflarily  fuppofe  to  b& 
the  moft  perfedt,  and  which  was  adopted  by 
Milton  himfelf*  when  he  taught  fchool  iri 
London* 


LOUIS  THE  THIRTEENTH, 

XING  OF  FRANCE,  CALLED  THE  JUST* 
[1610—1643.] 

The  difaftrous  fate  of  Henry  the  Fourth  pre- 
vented this  Prince  from  completing  that  educa- 
tion which  the  excellent  Prince  his  father  would 
have  given  him.  Of  the  defect  of  this  he  was 
fo  fenfible,  that  hearing  fome  young  perfons  of 
his  own  age  engaged  in  a  ferious  converfation5 
he  ran  into  his  clofet,  where  M.  Bordas  (wh<? 
was  then  his  favourite)  found  him  in  tears ;  and 
on  aflung  the  Prince  the  reafon  of  them,  he  told 
him,  "  I  lament  my  fituation  extremely.  The 
"  children  of  private  gentlemen  are  more  happy 
"  than  thofe  of  Sovereigns.  They  are  in- 
"  ftrufted  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
"  in  bufmefs.  As  for  Princes,  their  ignorance 
<c  is  defirable  to  thofe  about  them,  as  they  may 
"  then  more  eafily  render  themfelves  maflers  ' 
"  of  and  deceive  them.    Hence  arife  the  mif- 

"  fortunes 
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**  fortunes  of  States,  and  the  fmall  degree  of 
"  reputation  which  Sovereigns  pofiefs  in  the 
world" 

On  the  death  of  the  Marefchal  d'Ancre,  he 
feid,  "  God  be  thanked  for  his  death !  Send  me 
"  hither  the  old  fervants  of  my  father,  and  the 
*c  old  Members  of  my  Council  of  State:  I  will 
"  in  future  be  direded  by  their  advice-" 

This  Prince  had  occafionally  fits  of  ffcrength 
of  mind,  but  they  were  not  lading.  When  the 
Deputies  from  the  Huguenots  of  France  re- 
quefted  him  to  confirm  the  decrees  in  their  fa- 
vour, which  were  rather  extorted  fword  in  hand 
than  granted  freely,  and  quoted  to  him  the 
examples  of  Henry  the  Third  and  Henry  the 
Fourth,  who  favoured  them;  Louis  replied, 

*  Henry  the  Third  was  afraid  of  you,  and  my 
u  father  loved  you:  now  I  neither  fear  nor 

*  love  you*." 

*  When  after  the  fiege  of  Rochelle,  the  Deputies  from 
the  Huguenots  in  that  city  came  to  deliver  the  keys  of  it 
to  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  they  told  him,  that  they  came  to 
throw  themfelves  at  his  feet.  M.  de  Marillac,  v?ho  w«.3 
prefent,  faid,  "  You  are  not  come,  Gentlemen,  to  throw 
u  yowfelves  at  the  K:ng\s  feet,  but  you  have  fallen  at 
44  them  in  defpite  of  yourleives." 

When 
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When  Madame  de  Bouteville,  and  fome  more 
Ladies  of  diftin£tion,  entreated  him  to  fave  the 
life  of  M.  de  Bouteville,  who  was  condemned  to 
be  beheaded  for  fighting  a  duel,  he  replied,  "  I 
"  feel  his  lofs  as  fenfibly  as  any  of  you,  but 
"  my  confcience  forbids  me  to  grant  him  a 
"  pardon/' 

When  Lord  Leicefier  waited  upon  this  Prince 
to  know  whether  he  intended  to  affift  the  Par- 
liament of  England  againfl  Charles  the  Firft,  he 
replied,  "  Le  Roi  man  frere  peutetre  ajjuri^  que 
u  je  tiaime  point  /es  rebelles  et  les  feditieux,  et  que 
"  je  ne  les  ajjifiera  jamais  conlre  leur  Prince— 
"  The  King  my  brother  may  reft  allured,  that 
ic  I  am  no  friend  to  rebels  and  feditious  people ; 
"  and  that  I  will  never  affift  them  againfl  their 
f*  Sovereign*."  Had  the  Cabinet  of  the  un- 
fortunate Louis  XVI.  been  of  this  opinion;  had 
they  not  affifted  the  Britifli  Colonies  in  Ame« 
rica  againft  their  Mother-country;  had  thejf 
jiot  fufFered  the  fubjefts  of  their  own  defpotic 

*  Yet  fuch  is  the  good  faith  of  politicians*  that  Louis,  of 
rather  his  Miriifter,  Cardinal  Richelieu,  did  interfere  in  the; 
di/putes  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  his  Parliament.  The 
French  Agents  were  very  bufy  in  Scotland,  and  a  letter  of 
Richelieu's  was  detected,  in  which  he  faid,  u  Before  a  yea* 
"  is  eiapfed,  the  King  of  England  ftjall  knew  that  I  ant 
M  not  a  perfon  to  be  defpifed." 

nation 
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nation  to  take  thofe  leftbns  of  liberty  at  a 
diffonce  which  they  afterwards  came  and  re- 
peated with  fuch  energy  at  home ;  France  might, 
perhaps,  have  efcaped  her  pafi  and  her  prefeat 
horrors. 

The  French  have  generally  affe&ed  to  diftin- 
guifh  their  Sovereigns  by  fpecific  names ;  and  it 
has  commonly  happened,  that  they  have  treated 
thofe  worfe  than  the  reft,  whom  they  had  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  moft  honourable  appellation  *. 
Louis  XIII.  was  called  "  the  Juftj"  and  as  he 
had  not  any  particular  virtues,  or  any  talents, 
except  that  of  being  a.  good  fliot,  lome  one 
faid,  <$  //  etoit  jujle  a  tirer  de  f  arquebufe  " 

Louis  feems  to  have  chofen  his  Minifters  for 
very  different  reafons :  the  one,  le  Due  de  Luynes, 
for  being  an  excellent  bird-catcher;  Des  Noyers, 
for  finging  hymns  with  him;  and  Richelieu, 
whofe  talents  he  revered,  and  whole  character 

•  Louis  XII.  was  called  by  his  fubje&s  u  Le  Jufte,"  and 
§\  the  Father  of  his  People."  Him  they  treated  with  ridi- 
cule, and  took  off  to  his  face  upon  the  ft.ige ;  and  in  our 
times  they  have  brought  to  the  fcaffoki  a  Prince  dignified 
with  the  title  of  il  Le  Jufte a  title  which  lie  eminently 
deferved,  as  the  whole  aim  of  his  life  was  to  comply  with 
the  wlfhes  of  his  people,  and  to  let  the  general  will  of  the 
Nation  prevail  over  the  individual  will  of  the  Sove- 
reign. 

VOL.  IV.  M  he 


l6z  10UIS  THE  THIRTEENTH. 

he  detefted,  becaufe  he  could  not  govern  his 
kingdom  without  him.  Louis  was  extremely 
devout,  and  compofed  a  private  office  of  devotion 
with  this  title :  "  Parva  Chrijiiana  Pietatis  Offi- 
"  da  per  Chrijlianitm  Regent  Ludovicum  XIII. 
"  ordinata"  Dubois,  one  of  his  Valets-de- 
Chambre,  publiflied  a  very  curious  account  of 
the  lafl  illnefs  of  this  Prince,  in  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  an  extremely  patient  and  re- 
figned  fufferer.  His  refle&ions  on  feeing  the 
towers  of  St.  Denis  (the  place  of  fepulture  of 
the  Kings  of  France)  from  the  windows  of  the 
palace  of  St.-  Germain,  difplay  a  magnanimity 
and  a  resignation  to  the  laft  hard  law  of  fate, 
which  thofe  in  eminent  fituations  do  not  often 
difcover. 

"  Not  many  hours  before  my  Sovereign 
M  died,"  fays  Dubois,  "  waking  fuddenly  from 
**  a  long  and  deep  lleep,  he  called  the  Prince 
%£  of  Conde  to  his  bed -fide.  I  have  been  dream- 
"  ing,  my  coufin,  faid  he,  that  your  fon  the 
*c  Duke  d'Enguien  had  come  to  an  engagement 
"  with  the  enemy;  that  the  battle  was  very 
"  long  and  obflkiate;  that  the  viftory  hung 
u  in  fuipence  for  fome  times  but  that  after 
u  great  efforts  on  both  fides  we  got  the  better, 
"  and  remained  matters  of  the  field.  This," 
adds  Dubois,  c<  was  prophetic  of  the  battle 

«  of 
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H  'of  Rocroy,  which  was  gained  by  the  Due 
m  d'Enguien,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  King 
*c  mentioned  his  dream  to  the  Prince  of 
*  Conde." 

Louis,  like  his  fon,  and  all  other  Sovereigns 
who,  during  their  lives,  have  wafted  the  treafure, 
filed  the  blood,  and  deftroyed  the  happinefs  of 
their  fubjects  by  urineceffary  wars,  felt  upon  his 
death-bed  great  remorfe  for  thofe  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged.  "  He  faid  one  day,  in  a 
"  loud  tone  of  voice,"  fays  Dubois,  "  Que  ji 
xc  cyetoit  la  volonte  de  Dieu  quilrevint  au  monde,  il 
1  c  luiplut  luifaire  la  grace  de  donner  la  paix  a  toute 
"  r Europe :  That  if  it  was  the  will  of  God  that 
"  he  fhould  be  reflored  to  life,  he  hoped  that 
u  it  would  pleafe  him  to  permit  him  to  give 
i£  peace  to  all  Europe." 

cc  Memoire  fidele  des  Chofes  qui  font  paffees  a  la 
"  Mort  de  Louis  XIIL  Roi  du  France \ 
"  par  Dubois,  Fun  des  Valets  de  Chambre 
«  de  fa  Majefli,  le  14  Mai  1 643 


MARY  DE  MEDICIS, 

MOTHER  OF  LOUIS  XIII.* 


When  this  Princefs  made  her  efcape  from 
the  Caftle  of  Blois  to  join  the  Duke  of  Epernon 

M  2  at 
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at  Angoulefme,  fhe  let  herfelf  down  from  the 
window  of  the  caftle  by  the  fheets  of  her  bed. 
She  intended  to  have  taken  with  her  a  valuable 
cafket  filled  with  jewels,  but  on  reaching  the 
ground,  flie  discovered  that  in  the  agitation  of 
her  mind  (he  had  forgotten  them.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  think  of  recovering  them,  and  fhe 
proceeded  on  her  journey  on  horfeback* 

Among  the  archives  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  is  a  Angular  petition  of  this  Queen  : 

"  Supplie  Marie  Reine  de  France  £s?  de  Na- 
"  varre>  dtfant  que*  depuis  le  23  de  Fevrier  au- 
€\  roit  ete  Prifonniere  an  Chateau  de  Compeigney 
"  Jam  etre  ni  accufee  ni  Joupconnie^ 

This  Princefs  fliouid  have  been  treated  with 
more  refpe£t  by  the  people  of  Paris  than  fhe 
met  with.  She  contributed  much  to  embellifli 
that  city  by  architecture  and  by  painting.  The 
Palace  of  the  Luxembourg,  and  its  celebrated 
Gallery  painted  by  Rubens,  owe  their  exiftence 
to  her.  \ 

Mary  was  extremely  fond  of  devices.  On  the 
birth  of  her  fon  fhe  took  that  of  Juno  leaning 
on  a  peacock,  thus  infcribed  : 


Viro  partuque  hat&* 


When 
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When  ftie  was  examined  before  one  of  the 
Prefidents  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  refpefting 
fome  intrigues  Ihe  had  entered  into  againft  the 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  fhe  faid  of  him,  "  that 
"  fhe  believed  he  was  the  greateft  diiTembler 
"  that  ever  exifted ;  that  he  could  feem  what- 
"  ever  he  pleafed;  that  in  one  half  hour  he 
"  could  look  as  if  he  were  dying,  and  that  in 

the  next  he  could  affume  the  appearance  of 
"  full  health  and  of  chearfulnefs." 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  the  fervant  of 
this  Queen,  drove  her  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
France,  and  fhe  died  at  Cologne.  Chigi,  the 
Pope's  Legate  in  that  city,  affifted  her  in  her 
laft  moments.  With  great  difficulty  he  pre^- 
vailed  upon  her  to  fay  that  Ihe  forgave  Riche- 
lieu ;  but  when  he  preffed  her  to  fend  the  Car- 
dinal a  bracelet,  or  a  ring,  as  a  token  of  her  per- 
fect reconciliation  with  him,  fhe  exclaimed, 
"  Quefto  e  par  troppo. — This  is  indeed  too 
r  much  !"  and  died  foon  afterwaid, 

"  In  the  month  of  Auguft:  1641*  fays  Lilly, 
*c  I  beheld  the  old  Queen-Mother  of  France, 
"  Mary  of  Mcdicis,  departing  from  London, 
"  in  company  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel.  A 
"  fad  fpe&acle  of  mortality  it  was,  and  pro- 

m  3  f  duced 
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V  duced  tears  from  mine  eyes,  and  many  other 
"  beholders,  to  fee  an  aged,  lean,  decrepid,  poor 
<c  Queen,  ready  for  her  grave,  neceffitated  to 
■*  depart  hence,  having  no  place  of  refidence 
c<  left  her,  but  where  the  courtefy  of  her  hard 
G<  fortune  affigned  it.  She  had  been  the  only 
€fc  ftately  and  magnificent  woman  of  Europe, 
<c  wife  to  the  greateft  King  that  ever  lived  in 
f*  France,,  mother  unto  one  King  and  unto  two 
*  Queens.53 


ANNE  OF  AUSTRIA, 

<QUEEN  TO  LOUIS  XIII.  KING  OF  FRANCE, 

This  Princefs  was  continually  harafled  by 
the  imperious  Cardinal  de  Richelieu.  He  oc- 
cafionally  caufed  her  to  be  examined  by  forne 
of  the  Prefidents  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
refpefting  the,  plots  that  were  carrying  on  in 
Spain  againft  his  Adminiftration.  On  one  of 
thefe  trying  occafions,  (lie  faid  to  him,  "  M.  k 
"  Cardinal^  Di$u  ne  paye  pas  toutes  les  femaiues, 
"  mais  enfin  il  paye — My  Lord  Cardinal,  God, 
"  does  not  fettle  his  accounts  with  mankind 
"  every  week,  but  at  laft  he  fettles  them  with 


This 
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This  Princefs,  in  fpite  of  the  Cruel  treatment 
fhe  had  received  from  Cardinal  Richelieu,  was 
(till  fo  confcious  of  his  great  talents  for  govern- 
ing, that  on  feeing  a  picture  of  him,  foon  after 
fhe  became  Regent  of  France,  fhe  exclaimed, 
"  If  Richelieu  had  lived  to  this  time,  he  would 
"  have  been  more  powerful  than  ever/'  Ma- 
dame de  Baviere,  in  her  Letters,  fays,  "  Abbe 

ff,   was  detected  in  an  intrigue :  Anne  of 

"  Auftria  however  did  much  worfe;  fhe  was 
"  not  contented  with  intriguing  with  Cardinal 
"  Mazarin,  flhe  married  him.>,  This  (he  could 
do,  as  the  Cardinal  had  not  taken  prieft's  or- 
ders. Mazarin,  however,  became  very  foon 
fired  of  the  Queen,  and  ufed  her  very  ill,  the 
ufual  coniequence  of  fuch  a  marriage.  Yet 
when  Mazarin  founded  this  Queen  refpefting 
the  marriage  of  her  fon  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
with  one  of  his  nieces,  fhe  nobly  replied,  u  If 
"  the  King  was  capable  of  degrading  himfelf  fo 
"  far,  I  would  put  myfelf  with  my  iecond  foil 
"  at  the  head  of  the  whole  French  Nation 
"  againft  the  King  and  againft:  you," 

The  following  Impromptu  of  Voiture  to  this 
Queen,  who,  on  feeing  him  walking  alone,  alked 
him  of  what  he  was  thinking,  gives  fome  foun- 
dation to  the  report  of  her  taking  in  very  good 

M  4  part 
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part  the  gallantry  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
to  her : 

ye  penfois  ( car  nous  autres  Poetes% 

Nous  penfons  extravagement )y 
Ce  que>  dans  I'humeur  oil  vous  etes9 

Vous  fieriez-ift  dans  ce  moment 
Vous  avifiex  en  cette  place 

Venir  le  Due  de  Buckingham ; 
Et  lequel feroit  en  dtfgracey 

De  luiy  ou  du  Pere  *  Vincent. 

At  the  Dutchefs  of  Norfolk's  feat  at  Holme, 
near  Hereford,  there  is  a  whole-length  portrait 
of  the  Princefs,  with  this  infeription,  a  Anne 

Reine  de  France,  grojje  de  fex  mois,  fait  -par 
<c  Beaubrun  1638:"  and  indeed  the  Queen's 
pregnancy  is  pretty  vifible  in  the  picture. 


LA  MARECHAL  D'ANCRE. 

This  upflart  Minifies  by  name  Concini,  and 
fofter-brother  to  Mary  de  Meclicis,  was  fo  iu- 
folent,  that  he  ufed  to  call  the  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  his  train,  "  My  Hundred-a- 
year  Scoundrels,"  Concini  governed  France  fo 
wretchedly  and  fo  defpoticaliy,  that  Malherbe 
faid  after  his  death,  "  Now  it  has  pleafed  Hea- 


*  The  Queen's  ConfeSbr. 


u  ven 
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"  ven  to  take  Concini  away  from  us,  we  have  no 
"  prayer  left  to  make/1 

Howell,  in  his  Letters,  relates  this  account 
of  the  death  of  the  Marfhal  cT  Ancre  from  an 
eye-witnefs :  "  The  young  King  Louis  XIIL 
"  being  told  that  the  Marfhal  d*  Ancre  was 
"  the  ground  of  the  difcontent  amongft  the 
"  people  of  Paris,  commanded  M.  de  Vitry, 
"  Captain  of  the  Guards,  to  arreft  him,  and 
"  in  cafe  of  refiftance  to  kill  him.    This  bu- 
w  finefs  was  carried  very  clofely  till  the  next 
"  morning,  that  the  faid  Marquis  was  coming 
"  to  the  Louvre,  with  a  ruffling  train  of  gal- 
"  lants  after  him,  and  pafling  over  the  draw- 
"  bridge  at  the  Court-gate,  Vitry  flood  there 
*c  with  the  King's  guard  about  him,  and,  as 
"  the  Marquis  entered,  he  told  him  that  he 
"  had  a  commiffion  from  the  King  to  ap~ 
"  prehend  him,  and  therefore  he  demanded 
"  his  fword.    The  Marquis  hereupon  put  his 
"  hand  upon  his  fword ;  fome  thought  to  yield 
i6  it  up,  others  to  make  oppofition.    In  the 
"  mean  time,  Vitry  difcharged  a  piftol  at  him, 
u  and  fo  difpatched  him.    The  King,  being 
M  above  in  his  gallery,  afked  what  noife  that 
"  was  below.    One  fmilingly  anfwered,  No- 
"  thing,  Sir,  but  that  the  Marfhal  d' Ancre 
y  is  flain.    Who  flew  him  ?  The  Captain  of 

"  your 
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u  your  Guards.  Why  ?  Becaufe  he  would 
**  have  drawn  his  fword  at  your  Majefly's  royal 
M  eommiffion.  The  King  then  replied,  Vitry 
ff  has  done  well ;  and  I  will  maintain  the  a£L 
f*  Prefently  the  Queen-Mother  had  all  her 

*  guards  taken  from  her,  except  fix  men  and 
ft  fixteen  woment  and  fo  fhe  was  baniihed 
**■  Paris,  and  commanded  to  retire  to  Blois* 
"  Ancre7s.  body  was  buried  that  night  in  a 

phurch-yard  by  the  Court;  but  the  next 
morning  the  lacqueys  and  pages  (who  are 
f*  more  unhappy  here  than  thg  apprentices  of 
London)  broke  up  his  grave,  tore  the  coffin 
to  pieces^  ripped  the  winding-flieet,  and  tied 

*  his  body  to  an  afs's  tail,  and  fo  dragged  Jiim 
*c  up  and  down  the  gutters  of  Paris  (which  are 
f*  none  of  the  fweeteftj ;  they  then  fliced  off 
<c  his  ears,  and  nailed  them  upon  the  gates  of 
fc  the  city  ;  they  cut  off  his  genitories,  and  fenfc 
*'  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  Duke  of  Maine. 
fi  The  reft  of  his  body  they  carried  to  the 
f*  new  bridge,  and  hung  him,  his  heels  upwards 

*  and  his  head  downwards,  upon  a  new  gibbet, 
that  had  been  fet  up  a  little  before  to  punifli 

"  them  who  fliould  fpeak  ill  of  the  prefent 
"  Government,  and  it  was  his  chance  to  have 
"  the  firft  fruits  of  it  himfelf.  His  wife  was 
"  hereupon  apprehended,  imprifoned,  and  be* 
f'  headed  for  a  witch?  fome  few  days  after, 

'*  upon 
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*  upon  a  furmife  that  flie  had  enchanted  the 
"  Queen  to  dote  fo  upon  her  hufband  :  and 
*c  they  fay,  the  young  King's  picture  was 
"  found  in  her  clofet,  in  virgin  wax,  with  one 
"  leg  melted  away.  A  little  after,  a  procefs  was 
formed  againft  the  Marquis  her  hufband,  and 
<c  fo  he  was  condemned  after  death.  This  was 
w  a  right  ad  of  a  French  popular  fury,  which, 
N  like  an  angry  torrent,  is  irrefiftible,  nor  can 
"  any  banks,  boundaries,  or  dykes,  flop  the 
M  impetuous  rage  of  it/' 


LE  CHEVALIER  DE  GUISE. 

This  Nobleman,  true  to  his  race,  from  ear- 
lieft  life  exhibited  the  chara&eriflic  of  family 
courage.  In  a  Letter  in  Sir  Ralph  Winwode's 
Colled  ion  of  State  Papers,  dated  Paris,  30th 
Dec.  161 2,  it  is  faid  : 

iQ  The  Duke  (then  Chevalier  de  Guife,  his 
^  brother  being  alive)  meeting  fome  days  fince 
M  with  the  Baron  dc  Luz  in  the  ftreet,  chal- 
lengcd  him  to  come  out  of  his  coach  to  fight 
him,  and  killed  hirn  on  the  place.  The 
"  ground  of  which  quarrel  is  pretended  to 
"  have  been,  for  that  the  faid  Baron  did  of 
H  lute  let  fail  fome  words  that  he  was  of  coun- 

"  cil 
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c8  to  the  killing  of  the  late  Duke  of  Guife 
4(r  at  Blois,  and  that  he  had  hindered  the  Mar- 
cc  fhal  of  Brifac  from  difcovering  that  pur* 
cfc  pole." 

In  another  Letter  in  the  fame  Colle&ion, 
elated  Paris,  January  26,  1612,  it  is  added, 

f*  A  duel  has  happened  between  the  Cheva- 
c*  lier  de  Guife  and  the  young  Baron  de  Luz ; 
fiC  who,  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  hath  call 
**  himfeif  into  the  fame  misfortune.  He  hath 
eG  been  much  more  pitied  than  his  father,  both 

for  the  ground  of  his  quarrel,  and  for  his 

own  worth,  he  being  one  of  the  befl  horfe^ 
u  men  in  this  Court,  and  of  a  very  good  cou- 
•I  rage,  as  he  hath  fhewed  in  this  private  fight, 
^  which  was  very  long  and  very  well  maintained 
sc  on  both  fides,  for  he  had  three  mortal  wounds, 
«  and  the  Chevalier  five,  but  all  very  favour- 
**  able,  fo  that  he  is  almoft  already  recovered 
"  of  them,  and  his  fecond  alfo,  a  Knight  of 
*  Malta,  called  M.  de  Grignan,  who  had  q, 
**  dangerous  thruft  through  the  body.  The 

Baron's  fecond,  called  Rioiet,  had  only  a  cut 
•#  in  his  hand.  Of  all  thefe  champions,  the 
f*  Chevalier  hath  carried  away  the  chief  honour ; 

not  fo  much  for  the  refped  of  his  quality, 

which 
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W  which  he  hath  negle&ed  in  ink  action,  as 
"  for  his  readinefs  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
"  combat,  and  for  his  valour  in  the  perform- 

*  ance  thereof  with  fo  favourable  a  fuccefs; 
m  for  as  foon  as  he  had  received  the  challenge, 
"  which  was  early  in  the  morning,  he  did  not 
u  take  the  leifure  to  read  it,  but  put  the  fame 
u  in  his  pocket,  and  made  himfelf  prefenily 
"  ready ;  offering  to  Riolet,  who  brought  him 
u  the  challenge,  to  go  fingle  along  with  him 
"  to  meet  the  Baron,  who  was  already  out 
"  of  the  gates  ;  but  feeing  he  was  defirous  to 
"  have  a  fecond,  he  fent  fecretly  upon  another 
"  pretence  for  the  faid  Knight  of  Malta  ;  and 
"  fo  having  taken  each  of  them  a  lakey  and  % 
"  good  horfe  out  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  his 
"  ftable,  they  went  forth  and  met  the  laid 
"  Baron  de  Luz  with  his  fecond,  with  whom 
"  they  agreed  to  fight  in  their  fhirts  on  horfe- 
"  back ;  which  as  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Guife 
"  underftood,  he  caufed  the  gates  of  his  houfe 
"  to  be  fhut,  left  that  any  of  his  fervants  or 
"  friends  fhould  go  to  his  brother's  afftftance  ; 
"  which  aft  ion  of  theirs  hath  gott  en  them 
u  a  great  reputation  here.    And  fo  far  tares 

*  the  Queen  from  (hewing  herfelf  offended 
4*  with  it  when  fhe  underftood  the  manner 
"  thereof,  as  that  both  the  King  and  fhe  fent 

6  "  prefently 
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*  prefently  to  vifit  the  Chevalier  de  Guife,  and 
w  all  the  great  ones  of  this  Gourt  have  alfo  vi* 

*  fxtedhim," 
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When  Henry  the  Fourth  held  this  illuf- 
trious  and  unfortunate  Prince  in  his  arms 
as  his  godfather  at  the  chriftening,  he  faid, 

*  What  a  fine  infant  is  this  fon  of  mine  !  If 
<c  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ftiould  fyil,  there  is 
€<  no  Family  in  Europe  that  has  fuch  claims 
€C  as  his  to  the  Crown  of  France,  of  which 

*  it  has  always  fupported  and  increafed  the 
u  fplendor,  at  the  expence  of  its  own  blood*" 

As  this  illuftrious  Nobleman  was  one  day 
playing  at  hazard,  he  won  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money.  A  gentleman  (landing  near  him  faid 
to  his  friend,  "  That  now  is  a  fum  which  would 
"  make  a  Gentleman's  fortune."—"  Would  it 
"  fo,  Sir  ?"  replied  the  Duke  j  "  take  it  then,  I 
"  only  wifli  that  it  were  more." 

As  the  Duke  was  walking  one  day  in  the 
fields  near  Thouloufe  with  another  Nobleman, 
their  difcourfe  turned  upon  the  happinefs  of 
men  in  different  fituations,  and  whether  thofe 

were 
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were  mod  to  be  envied  who  were  In  eminent, 
or  thofe  who  were  in  low  fituations  of  life. 
**  Ho  1"  fays  the  Duke,  on  obferving  three  or 
four  peafants,  who  were  making  their  frugal 
meal  under  a  tree,  **  thefe  men  {hall  fettle  the 
u  point  for  us.'*  He  comes  up  to  them,  and 
accofting  them  in  his  ufual  gracious  manner 
fays,  "  My  friends,  are  you  happy  ?  Pray  tell 
"  me."  Three  of  them  told  him,  *<  that 
**  confining  their  happinefs  to  a  few  acres 
which  they  had  received  from  their  anceftors^ 
"  they  defired  nothing  farther."  The  fourth, 
faid,  "  that  all  that  he  wiflied  was  to  be  able 
"  to  regain  the  poiTeffion  of  a  part  of  his  pa- 
"  trimony,  which  had  paiTed  into  other  hands 
u  by  the  misfortunes  of  fome  of  his  family/* 
H  Well  then,  my  friend,  if  you  had  it  again, 
u  you  think  that  you  fliould  be  happy  ?" — 

*  As  happy,  my  Lord  Duke,  I  think,  as  a  man 

*  can  poffiblybe  in  this  world,"  *?  What  would 
"  it  coft  you  to  recover  it  ?"  "  Two  thoufand 
"  livres,  Sir."—"  Well,  then,"  faid  the  Duke, 
turning  to  one  of  his  attendants,  a  prefent  him 
<c  with  the  money,  that  I  may  fay  I  have  had 
u  the  fatisfa&ion  to-day  of  making  one  perfbn 
«  happy." 

When  Louis  XIII.  prefented  him  with'  the 
Marfhal's  ftaff  of  France,  he  faid,  «  Take  it, 

*  my 
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"  my  coufin  ;  you  will  do  it  more  honour  than 
*  it  will  do  to  you."  The  fame  Sovereign 
feeing  him  as  he  was  fetting  out  for  the  expe- 
dition againft  Piedmont,  exclaimed,  "  Voila  k 
plus  brave  homme  de  mon  Royaume" 

After  the  battle  of  Veillano,  where  the  Duke 
behaved  with  the  greateft  valour,  M.  de  Cra- 
mail  afked  him,  if  amidft  fo  many  dangers 
he  had  at  all  thought  of  death.  "  I  have 
"  learned,  Sir,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  from  my 
H  anceftors,  that  the  moft  glorious  life  is  that 
"  which  finifhes  on  a  vi&orious  field  of  bat- 
"  tie." 

When  he  was  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Caftelnaudari,  and  was  condemned  to  death 
by  the  Parliament  of  Touloufe,  as  bearing  arms 
againft  his  Sovereign,  he  faid  to  the  two  Judges 
who  came  to  his  prifon  to  fignify  to  him  the 
fentence  which  the  Parliament  had  pronounced 
againft  him,  "  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  and  your 
"  illuftrious  Court.  Affure  them  that  I  look 
"  upon  this  fentence  no  lefs  as  proceeding  from 
cc  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  than  from  the  juftice 
u  of  my  Prince." 

St.  Preuil,  who  headed  the  troop  which  took 
the  Duke  prifoner  after  the  battle  of  Caftelnau- 
dari, 
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Bari,  fell  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign,  to  requeft 
the  life  of  his  illuftrious  captive.  Richelieu, 
who  was  prefent  while  he  was  thus  forcibly  im- 
ploring the  clemency  of  Louis,  cried  out,  "  St. 
ic  Preull,  if  his  Majefty  were  to  treat  you  as 
*c  you  deferve^  he  would  lay  your  head  at  your 
"  heels  *  " 

Montmorency  when  brought  to  his  trial  at 
Thouloufe,  was,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  ob~ 
ferved  with  ftate-prifoners  in  France,  placed 
lipon  a  ftool  on  a  level  with  the  Court.  When 
the  Judges  delivered  their  opinions  refpedting 
the  fentence  that  was  to  take  place  upon  this 
diftinguifhed  culprit,  the  firft  to  whom  the 
Prefident  applied,  gave  his  opinion  for  death, 
the  dreadful  but  well-deferved  punifliment  of 
him  who  appears  in  arms  agaitift  his  Sove- 
reign. The  reft,  one  by  one,  rofe  from  their 
feats,  uncovered  their  heads,  but  faid  nothing  ; 
too  plainly  (hewing,  by  their  mournful  filence, 
the  cruel  necefhty  they  were  under  to  difpenfe 
the  rigid  fentence  of  the  law^  however  at  vari- 
ance with  their  wifhes  and  tfyeir  affe&ions. 

*  The  Cardinal  never  forgave  St.  Preuil  for  telling  his 
friends,  "  that  if  he  had  known  that  the  Duke  was  to  have 
<r  perifhed  on  a  fcaffold,  he  would  have  blown  his  brains 
"  out  when  he  took  him  prifoner." 

vol.  iv.  M  The 
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The  Chancellor  Seguier,  Richelieu's  meaneft 
minion,  and  who  had  been  brought  up  by  the 
father  of  the  Duke,  preiided  at  this  tribunal  (as 
it  is  laid)  at  his  own  particular  defire.  O:*  his 
afking  the  Duke  in  the  ufual  forms  of  French 
criminal  procedure,  "What  was  his  name?" 
the  Duke  replied,  "  I  am  fure,  Sir,  you  ought 
u  to  know  it,  who  have  fo  long  eaten  the  bread 
"  of  our  Houfe." 

The  Duke  appeared  much  affe&ed  when  he 
was  afked  whether  he  had  any  children ;  with 
refpeft  to  every  thing  elfe,  he  made  his  anfwers 
as  fhort  as  poffible.  He  not  only  admitted  the 
fa&s  of  which  he  was  accufed,  but  confeffed 
feverai  charges  that  were  not  brought  againfl 
him,  in  hopes  to  fave  the  lives  of 'thofe  who 
had  followed  him  in  his  fatal  expedition.  When 
he  was  a/ked,  whether  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  his 
Sovereign's  brother,  had  not  prevailed  upon 
him  to  take  up  arms  aginft  their  mutual  Sove- 
reign ;  he  replied,  "  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 
"  lay  any  blame  upon  him,  but  that  it  was 
'*  his  accurfed  deftiny  which  had  precipitated 
u  him  into  fo  great  a  crime  ;M  yet  he  always 
protefted,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he 
had  not  the  leaft  intention  to  affedt  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country. 

The' 
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The  Duke,  foon  after  he  had  undergone  his 
interrogatory,  begged  to  be  permitted  to  retire 
for  a  moment,  when,  addrefling  the  tribunal 
with  a  moft  re(pe6tful  bow,  he  faid,  "  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  tell  you, 
"  that  when  M.  Guillemot  was  confronted  with 
"  me,  I  accufed  him  of  having  counterfeited 
"  my  feal.  I  was  then  greatly  agitated.  I 
cc  now  completely  difcharge  him  from  the  ac- 
"  cufation  which  I  made  againft  him  in  that 
"  fituation*  He  is  an  honeft  man.  I  figned 
"  with  my  own  hand  the  agreement  with  the 
"  States  of  Languedoc*" 

Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  Duke, 
the  King  fent  for  his  Marfhal's  Staff  and  his 
Collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Thetc 
diftinguifhed  marks  of  the  Sovereign's  favour, 
and  of  the  Duke's  merit,  were  brought  to 
Louis  as  he  was  playing  at  Chefs.  The  Duke 
de  Liancourt,  and  all  the  perfons  of  rank  who 
were  in  the  room  with  Louis,  men  and  women, 
burfl  into  tears.  "  Sire,"  faid  M.  de  Charlus, 
who  was  fent  to  the  Duke  by  the  King,  "  be- 
"  hold  the  Collar  of  the  Order  and  the  Mar- 
"  dial's  Staff,  which  I  prefent  you  on  the  part 
"  of  the  unfortunate  Due  de  MontmorencL 
"  He  has  given  me  in  charge,  Sire,  to  allure 
"  your  Majefty,  that  he  dies  under  the  dcepeft 
N  z  "  impreffioQ 
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"  imprefiion  of  forrow  for  having  offended  you  ; 
u  and  that  fo  far  from  complaining  of  the 
"  fentence  by  which  he  is  condemned  to  die, 
<c  he  thinks  it  bears  no  proportion  to  the  enor- 
"  mity  of  the  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
"  guilty."    Having  faid  this,  M.  de  Charlus 
fell  at  the  knees  of  the  King,  and  taking  hold 
of  them  with  both  his  hands,  and  burfting  into 
tears,  faid,  "  Ah  Sire,  ah  Sire,  pardon  JVL  de 
"  Montmorenci  I  his  anceftors  have  been  fuch 
"  good  fervants  to  your  predeceffors !  Pardon 
"  him,  Sire  !  pardon  him  !"    At  this  inftant, 
every  perfon  that  was  in  the  room  (and  it  hap- 
pened to  be  extremely  crowded)  men  and  wo- 
men, as  if  impreffed  with  one  inftantaneous 
impulfe,  fell  upon  their  knees,  crying,  "  Sire, 
•¥  for  God's  fake,  pardon  M.  de  Montmo- 
"  renci  V,  Louis,  at  this  dreadful  and  affe&ing 
fcene,  appeared  totally  unmoved.    "  No,"  laid 
he,  railing  his  voice,  "  M.  de  Montmorenci 
"  muft  hot  be  pardoned.    There  cannot  pof- 
"  fibly  be  any  pardon  for  him.    You  ought 
*  not  to  be  forry  to  fee  a  perfon  die,  who  has 
*'  fo ■  well 'deferved  to  die  as  M.  de  Montmo- 
"  renci.    The  only  favour  that  J  can  grant 
"  him,  is,  that  the  executioner  fhall  not  tie 
"  his  hands  and  that  he  flball  only  behead 
"  him."    When  this  was  told  to  the  Duke, 
his  Surgeon  (M.  de  Lucante),  who  came  to 
§  him 
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him  to  cut  off  his  hair  to  prepare  him  for  his 
execution,  fell  into  a  fwoon  by  the  fide  of  his 
Mafter.  *  Ah  !  poor  Lucante,"  faid  the  Duke; 
*'  you,  who  while  I  was  in  priibn  fo  firmly 
"  exhorted  me  to  receive  all  my  fufferings  as 
conning  from  the  hands  of  Him  who  made 
"  me — you,  I  fee,  are  more  affli&ed  than  rny- 
"  felf !  Comfort  yourfelf ;  let  me  embrace  you, 
"  and  take  my  laft  farewell  of  you."  Then 
turning  to  his  Confeffor,  he  faid,  "  1  am  ready 
"  to  go  to  the  fcaffold." 

The  fcaffold  was  erefted  in  an  inner  court  of 
the  Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  in  which  the 
Duke  was  confined.  In  paffing  to  it,  he  ob- 
ferved  the  ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  which 
^tood  in  the  middle  of  the  area ;  the  ftatue  of 
a  Monarch  who  had  been  in  fome  meafure  in- 
debted to  the  Duke's  father  for  the  Qrown  of 
france.  He  flopped  fome  minutes,  aj}d  looked 
at  it  very  attentively  ^  reflecting,  perhaps,  on 
the  ingratitude  and  cruelty  of  the  King  his  ion. 
His  Confeffor,  who  was  befide  him,  afked  him 
what  was  the  matter,  and  whether  he  wanted 
any  thing.  "  No/no,  my  good  Father,"  re- 
plied the  illuftrious  Criminal,  "  I  was  merely 
^  looking  at  the  ftatue  pf  FJenry  the  Fourth. 
"  He  was  a  great  and  a  noble-minded  Prince, 
«  I  ha4  the  honour  tg  be  his  godfon.    Let  us 

H  3  41  £Q 
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go  on."  Then  pointing  to  the  fcafFold,  ho 
added,  "  That  is  my  only  road  to  Heaven.'* 

As  foon  as  he  came  upon  the  fcaffold,  he 
faluted  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  all  the 
perfons  prefent,  more  particularly  the  Town- 
Guards,  who  had  orders  to  attend  this  melan- 
choly ceremony  in  the  drefs  they  wore  on  fo- 
lemn  occafions.  He  entreated  them  all  to  bear 
their  teftimony  to  his  Sovereign,  that  he  died 
his  moft  obedient  fubjeft,  and  penetrated  with 
the  deepefl  contrition  at  having  offended  him. 
He  then  placed  himfelf  upon  the  block,  and 
having  committed  his  foul  into  the  hands  of 
the  Author  of  his  being,  received  the  fatal  blow. 
The  blood  flew  out  upon  the  walls  of  the  area ; 
and  fuch  is  ftill  the  veneration  of  the  people  of 
Thouloufe  for  the  memory  of  M.  de  Mont- 
morenci,  that  a  few  years  ago  they  afFefted, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  fhew  the  marks  of  it 
t-pori  the  walls  of  the  Court  *; 

*  The  Surgeons  having  opened  the  body  to  embalm  it^ 
found  five  mufquet  balls  within  it.  They  remarked,  that 
of  the  feventeen  wounds  which  he  had  received  at  the 
battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  not  one  was  mortal.  Soon  after 
the  Dukte  was  taken  prifoner,  his  Surgeon  offered  to  drefs 
them.  •*  Oh !  no,  my  good  friend,"  faki  he,  <c  it  is  by 
"  no  means  neceflary ;  one  more  will  foon  cure  them 
44  all" 


It 
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It  appears  by  the  Memoirs  of  M.  Puyfegur, 
that  this  illuftrious- culprit  was  decapitated  by' 
the  Dou/oir,  an  inftrument  of  death  much  re- 
fembling  the  modern  Guillotine. 

Thus,  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  and 
as  a  public  fpeftacle  on  a  fcaffold,  periflied 
Henri  Due  de  Montmorenci,  a  Nobleman 
highly  diftinguifhed  for  the  fplendid  .virtues 
of  munificence  and  of  courage,  of  ;  no  in- 
competent parts  and  underftanding,  a  Peer  and 
Marlhal  of  France,  Knight  of  the  venerable 
Order  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  and  the  firft  Chrif- 
tian  Baron  of  Europe*;  qualities  and  titles 
which  would  have  pleaded  very  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  life  of  him  who  poflefled  then, 
had.  he  not  diminifhed  their  power,  and  de- 
ftroyed  their  influence-  by  committing  treifon 
againft  the  executive  government  of  his  coun- 
try; the  greateft  crime  which  a  fubjeel  can 
commit ;  in  itfelf  but  too  apt  to  contain  all 
other  crimes,  and  in  its  own  pernicious  germ  to 
inclofe  the  feeds  of  rapine,  devaftation,  and 

*  In  a  converfation  with  the  late  excellent  Dr.  Johnfoa 
on  the  fubjeel:  of  this  Nobleman,  he  faid,  "  Had  1  been 
"  Richelieu,  I  could  not  have  found  in  my  heart  to  have 
"  fufFered  the  firft  Chriftian  Baron  to  die  by  the  hands  of 
*;  the  Executioner." 


murder ; 
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murder ;  the  diffolution  of  all  order,  and  the 
deftru&ion  of  civil  fociety  *. 

Pere  Arnaux,  the  Confeflbr  who  atten4ed  the 
Duke  to  the  fcaffold,  came  to  Louis  immediately 
after  the  execution,  to  tell  his  Maiefty  in  what 
manner  his  illuftrious  penitent  had  behaved  in 
that  aweful  moment.  ?  Your  Majefty,"  added 
he,  "  has  given  a  very  ftriking  example  to  the 
"  world,  by  the  death  of  M.  de  Montmorenci  j 

but  God,  by  his  great  mercy,  has  made  him 
"  a  Saint  in  Heaven." — "  Alas  !  my  Father,'3 
replied  the  Monarch,  "  I  ihould  have  been 
V  happy  to  have  contributed  to  his  falyation  by 

gentler  methods." 

To  the  Prince  of  Conde,  a  relation  of  M.  de 
Montmorenci,  this  Prince  faid,  "  How  unhap- 
"  py  we  Kings  are,  tQ  hear  accounts  of  things 
"  that  are  made  up  partially  on  purpofe  for 
?5  us :  to  have  no  confidence  in  our  neareft  re- 
<c  latives,  in  our  principal  officers,  and  in  thofe 
¥?  of  whom  we  are  fondeft ;  and  to  be  obligedi 
"  to  regulate  our  condudt  by  thofe  phantoms 

*  "  Le  plus  grand  de  maux  eft  la  guerre  civile.  La  fair 
*'  eft  le  fouverain  lien.  La  guerre  civile  etant  un  des  plus  g?-ands. 
*c  maux  qu'on  pwftfe  copimettre  conire  la  char  it  e  du  prochain,  on 
?'  ne  pent  pas  ajfez  exaggerer  la  grandeur  de  cette  faute."—? 
?!  Pen/ees  de?ASC.\L" 

.«  of 
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*  of  politics  that  are  but  too  often  the  inte- 

#  refts  of  other  perfons  affectedly  made  our 
ff  own." 

Richelieu,  in  his  "  Political  Teftament,"  fays^ 
^  La  mort  de  Marillac  et  de  Montmorenci  out 
"  mis  dans  nn  infiant  ions  les  grands  dans  lew 
&  devoir." 

The  gentler  Glivarez,  Prime  Minifter  of 
Spain,  faid  to  the  French  Ambaflador,  on  the 
execution  of  the  Duke,  "  What !  has  Cardinal 
"  de  Richelieu  dared  to  put  to  death  the 
"  greateft  and  moll  powerful  Nobleman  of 
"  France  ?  Has  he  forgotten  that  he  is  himfelf 
€i  a  iubjeft  j  that  Kings  die ;  and  that  the  exe- 
"  cration  which  executions  like  this  procure  is 
«  eternal  ?" 

Could  an  ad  of  rebellion  againft  the  Sove- 
reign be  ever  pardoned  in  a  powerful  noble- 
man, what  claims  to  mercy  had  this  illuftrious 
Frenchman  !  His  character  feems  to  have  been 
compofed  of  the  virtues  which  fhould  diftin- 
guifh  high  rank,  courage  and  liberality.  When, 
after  the  fatal  battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  he  was 
brought  wounded  in  many  places  to  be  ex- 
amined before  the  Parliament  of  Thouloufe, 
the  Officer  who  had  taken  him  prifoner  was 

afked 
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afked  by  him,  how  he  could  identify  his  per- 
fon.  f€  Alas,  my  Lord,"  replied  he  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  "  the  flames  and  the  fmoke  with 
"  which  you  were  covered  prevented  me  at  firft 
"  from  difhinguilhing  you  j  but  when  J  faw  \x\ 
"  the.  heat  of  the  engagement  a  perfon  who, 
<c  after  having  broken  fix  of  our  ranks,  was  flill 
"  killing  fome  of  our  foldiers  in  the  feventh, 
r  I  thought  that  he  could  be  no  one  except 
"  M.  de  Montmorenci.  I  did  not  indeed  cer- 
"  tainly  know  that  he  was  the  perfon  till  I  faw 
"  him  lying  upon  the  ground  with  his  horfQ 
"  dead  upon  him." 

After  having  beaten  the  Huguenot  army 
near  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  he  gave  up  to  his  fol- 
diers all  the  plunder  of  the  place  which  be- 
longed to  himfelf ;  and  when  he  was  told  how 
very  great  it  was,  and  what  a  facrifice  he  had 
made,  he  replied  with  a  noble  difdain,  "  I 
"  came  not  here  to  acquire  money,  but 
u  glory." 

On  going  to  his  Government  in  Languedoc, 
he  called  upon  a  young  French  Prince,  to 
whom  he  was  related  by  marriage,  who  was 
fludying  at  La  Charite,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  purfe  of  Louis  d'ors.  On  his  return, 
finding  that  the  young  Prince  had  kept  it 

locked 
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locked  up  in  his  bureau,  he  took  it  from  him 
and  threw  it  out  of  the  window  among  the  po- 
pulace ;  then  turning  faid  to  his  relation,  "  You 
*  oblige  me  to  do  that  for  you  which  you  ought 
"  to  have  done  for  yourfelf.  The  firfh  duty  of 
"  a  Prince  is  to  be  liberal  to  thofe  who  ftand 
"  in  need  of  his  afliftance," 

His  Sovereign,  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  would 
mod  readily  have  granted  him  his  pardon ;  but 
the  vindictive  Richelieu,  whofe  favour  he  had 
refufed  to  court,  would  not  permit  him.  The 
Duke  was  fo  beloved  in  his  province  (Langue- 
doc),  that  for  fear  of  a  revolt  of  the  people  in 
his  favour,  he  fuffered  in  the  Inner  Court  of  the 
Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  at  the  foot  of  a  mar- 
ble flatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  This  circum- 
stance occaiioned  the  following  lines ; 

aAnte  patris  Jiatuam^  nati  imp  lac  ah  Ms  ira 
Occubui^  indignd  ?norte  manuque  cadens. 
Jllorum  ingemuit  neuter,  mea  fata  videndo  : 
Ora  patris,  nati  peclora  marmor  erant. 

The  Duke  is  made  to  fpeak  : 

Doom'd  by  the  Con's  refentful  rage, 
Which  neither  tears  nor  prayers  afluage, 
Beneath  the  royal  father's  feet 
Ji  vile  difgraceful  death  I  meets 

Yet 
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Yet  Sympathetic  with  my  ftatc, 
Neither  deplores  my  wretched  fate: 
The  Father's  face,  the  Son's  hard  breafl^ 
Alike  of  marble  Hand  confeft. 

When  the  Duchefs  of  Montmorenci  was  iru 
formed  of  the  death  of  her  hufband,  fhe  ex- 
claimed, u  What !  is  this,  then,  that  King  who 

is  called  Louis  the  Jufi  ?  Oh  my  God,"  faid 
fhe,  burfting  into  tears,  "  my  Montmorenci 
*'  was  the  only  thing  that  I  loved  in  this  world, 
44  and  you  have  taken  him  from  me,  that  I 
ft  may  love  you  only !"  The  Duchefs  retired 
to  the  Convent  of  the  Vifitation  at  Moulins, 
where  (he  fpent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in 
forrow  and  in  penitence.  She  erefted  a  mag* 
nificent  maufoleum  in  the  chapel  of  the  Con- 
vent to  her  beloved  hufband,  which  fhe  vifite4 
every  day  till  fhe  died,  She  lived  two  years  ii} 
this  manner,  when  Louis  paffing  through  Mou- 
lins  fent  one  of  his  Gentlemen  to  enquire  after 
her  health.  She  received  him  in  the  room  ii\ 
which  fhe  always  fat,  which  was  hung  witfy 
black  cloth,  and  illuminated  by  tapers,  with  a 
crucifix  on  the  table,  and  a  whole-length  pic- 
ture of  her  deceafed  hufband  over  the  chimney, 
*  Tell  his  Majefty,  Sir,"  faid  fhe,  "  I  entreat 
-  you,  how  aftonifned  I  am  that  he  fhould 

W  hays 
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€C  have  the  lead  recolle&ion  of  a  widow  fo 

<c  wretched,  and  fo  unworthy  of  that  honour 

"  which  he  does  her,  as  myfelf  \  but  I  pray 

"  you,  do  not  forget  to  tell  him  all  that  you 

"  fee  here." 

Richelieu  himfelf  imitated  his  Sovereign,  and 
fent  a  Gentleman  on  his  part  to  this  difconfolate 
Princefs,  as  if  to  mock  her,  who  looked  upon 
him  as  the  only  caufe  of  her  misfortunes.  She 
replied  to  his  compliments  in  the  fame  flyle  of 
dignity  and  of  moderation 

Madame  de  Montmorenci  died  at  Moulins 
in  1664,  after  having  in  her  retirement  received 
the  vifits  of  Anne  of  Auftria,  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, and  of  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden, 
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This  great  Statefman  wras  intended  for  the 
army ;  but,  on  his  elder  brother's  giving  up  the 
Bilhopric  of  Lucan  to  become  a  Carthufian,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  his  family  to  take  or- 
ders, to  be  put  in  poffefTion  of  that  benefice. 
He  procured  the  neceffary  bulls  for  that  pur- 
pofe  of  the  Pope,  then  Paul  the  Fifth,  by  falfl- 

fying 
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fying  his  baptifmal  regifter,  and  gaining  one 
year  by  this  artifice,  he  made  up  the  term  re* 
quifite  by  the  Canons.  The  Pope,  not  finding 
out  the  trick  put  upon  him  till  it  was  too  late> 
contented  himfelf  with  faying,  "  This  young 
€C  man  will  not  ftop  here,  I  fancy*" 

Richelieu  performed  his  exercife  for  the  de*- 
gree  of  Do£tor  of  Divinity  at  tjhe  Sorbonne  in 
his  epifcopal  robes,  he  being  then  not  five-and* 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  took  for  his  thefis, 
cc  Quis Jimilis  mihu — Whp  is  like  to  myfelf  ?" 

He  early  in  life  attached  himfelf  to  Mary  de 
Medicis,  and  in  the  difputes  between  her  and 
her  fon,  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  took  her  part, 
for  which  he  was  baniftied  to  Avignon.  There 
heamufed  his  leifure  by  writing  a  "  Catechifm," 
and  "  The  inftruftions  of  a  Chriftian,"  which 
he  afterwards  printed  at  the  Louvre  Prefs  with 
great  fplendor. 

On  his  return  to  Paris  with  the  Queen,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Council,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  againft  the  opinion  of  his  Sovereign,  who 
told  his  other  Minifters  that  they  would  repent 
of  their  placing  him  in  fo  eminent  a  fituatiom 
Soon,  however,  in  this  fituation,  his  tranfcend- 
ant  talents  began  to  difplay  themfelves,  and  he 

became 
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became  Prime  Minifter,  with  a  plenitude  of 
power  and  authority  which  no  Minifter  in 
France  before  his  time  ever  poffefled. 

He  brought  his  brother  from  his  retreat  in  a 
Carthufian  Convent,  and  made  him  a  Cardinal, 
Archbifliop  of  Lyons,  and  Grand  Almoner  of 
France.  The  brother  was  dragged  unwillingly 
into  public  life,  and  was  continually  writing  to 
his  brother  at  Paris  to  perfuade  him  to  refign  a 
fituation  in  which  he  had  fo  little  time  to  attend 
to  his  fpiritual  concerns.  Thefe  letters  the 
Cardinal  never ,  read,  after  he  had  been  a  little 
ufed  to  their  contents. 

Richelieu,  amid  all  his  other  triumphs,  was 
very  defirous  of  the  diftinftion  which  literary 
fame  affords.  He  offered  M.  Jay  a  confider- 
able  fum  of  money,  if  he  would  permit  him  to 
have  the  credit  of  his  learned  Polyglot  Bible  % 
and  the  want  of  fuccefs  of  a  political  Comedy 
which  he  wrote,  called  "  &  Europe"  gave  him 
ferious  uneafinefs. 

Richelieu  had  the  merit  of  instituting  the 
celebrated'  French  Academy,  and  of  eftabiifliing 
a  ftandard  of  the  French  language.  In  a  femi- 
nary  which  he  founded  in  his  native  town  of 
Richelieu,  he  directed  that  the  French  language 

fhoold 
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Hiould  be  the  only  one  taught  at  it,  and  that  th6 
fciences  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  pupate 
in  that  language  alone. 

> 

So  ambitious  was  the  Cardinal  to  have 
every  thing  bend  to  his  will,  that  he  fpoiled 
the  convenience  of  the  magnificent  palace  which 
lie  built  at  Richelieu,  merely  to  preferve  th& 
room  entire  of  the  old  Chateau  in  which  h& 
was  born. 

One  trait  in  the  Cardinal's  coftdudt  muft  ever 
demand  our  applaufe.  An  officious  perfon  cam<3 
to  his  Eminence  to  inform  him  of  certain  free 
expreffions  which  fome  perfons  of  confequence 
had  made  ufe  of,  refpe&ing  his  character  and 
his  conduft,  in  his  hearing.    11  Why  how  now, 

*  you  fcoundrel,"  replied  the  Cardinal,  ^have 
fic  you  the  impudence  to  curfe  and  call  me  all 
cc  thelb  names  to  my  face,  under  pretence  of 
ec  their  having  been  faid  by  other  particular 
"  perfons,  who  I  know  entertain  the  higheft 

*  tefpedt  for  me?"  Then  ringing  his  bell,  and 
turning  to  the  page  who  anfwered  it,  he  faid, 
"  Qoj  one  of  you,  and  turn  this  troublefome 

*  and  malicious  fellow  down  flairs/ * 

Richelieu  at  Qne  time>  in  the  unprofperous- 
events  of  public  affairs*  had  caufed  his  "plate 

and 
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and  jewels  to  be  packed  up,  and  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  kingdom  :  he  was,  however,  advifed 
by  his  friend  Cardinal  de  la  Valette  to  get  into 
his  coach,  and  fhew  himfelf  openly  to  the 
peoplq  of  Paris.  This  advice  he  very  wifely 
took. — He  was  fome  time  afterward,  if  poffible,, 
in  fiill  greater  danger.  Mary  de  Medicis,  his 
old  prote&refs,  had  prevailed  upon  his  Sove- 
reign to  difmifs  him  from  his  high  office,  and 
a  new  Adminiftration  was  forming ;  he  had, 
however,  the  good  fenfe  and  firmnefs  of  mind 
to  demand  a  private  audience  of  his  Majefty,  at 
which  he  prevailed  with  that  afcendancy  which 
ftrong  minds  muft  ever  have  over  thofe  of  a 
weaker  and  feebler  texture. 

Voltaire  had  fuppofed  the  famous  "  Political 
c\  Teftament"  attributed  to  this  Cardinal  to 
be  a  fqrgery.  A  copy  of  it  has,  however,  been 
difcovered  fince  his  death  in  the  Library  of  the 
King  of  France,  in  his  own  hand- writing. 

The  Cardinal,  according  to  Segrais,  had  four 
hundred  thoufaud  livres  a-ycar.  He  gave  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns  of  it  in 
penfions  to  men  of  learning  and  fcience,  be- 
flowing  in  that  manner  the  money  which  his 
table  would  have  cofl  him.  He  was  a  valetu- 
dinarian, and  never  kept  a  table. 

vol.  iv.  o  Ths 
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The  Comte  de  Charoft  had  two  brothers,  one 
a  General,  the  other  an  Archbifhop.  Riche- 
lieu one  day  complained  to  him  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Archbifhop.  "  Does  not  your  Emi- 
"  nence  know,'*  replied  the  Count,  "  that 
cc  where  there  are  many  brothers  in  a  family, 
a  the  greateft  blockhead  is  always  put  into* 
"  the  Church  ?"— "  Thanks  to  you,  M.  de 
"  Charoft,  for  your  compliment,' *  replied  the 
Cardinal. 

Richelieu,  whole  genius  aimed  at  every  thing* 
gave  Defmaretz  the  plan  of  the  Comedy  of 
w  Les  Vijionaires"  which  he  completed.  The* 
Lady  reprefented  in  it  as  being  in  love  with 
Alexander,  was  Madame  de  Sable,  who  had 
paid  no  attention  to  the  Cardinal's  addreffes. 
This  made  the  World  fay,  that  the  was  iut 
love  only  with  the  Macedonian  Hero.  Riche- 
lieu like  wife  gave  the  plan  of  "  Mir  awe"  *  to 
Defmaretz. 

In 

*  "  I  pafTed  the  whiter  of  1641  at  Faris,f  fays  Abbe 
Arnauld,  in  his  very  entertaining  Memoirs,  a  where-  the 
"  Cardinal  celebrated  the  marriage  of  his  niece  with  the 
"  Due  d'Enguien,  afterwards  the  great  Conde,  with  great 
u  magnificence.  The  Comedy  of  Mirame,  of  which  his 
u  Eminence  gave  the  plan  to  Defmaretz,  was  reprefented 
"  on  the  Cardinal's  private  theatre,  when  the  Queen  was 
u  prefent;  and  myfelf  as  well  as  many  others  were  much 
*    7'  -  A(  afioniftied 
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In  the  different  provifions  which  were  expe- 
dited for  the  feveral  commiffions  which  Riche- 
lieu held,  it  was  declared  that  he  was  to  be 
obeyed  as  the  King's  own  proper  perfoij. 

The  Cardinal,  while  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
was  alked  by  his  Confeffon  if  he  fincerely  par- 
doned  all  his  enemies.  "  I  never  had  any  but 
"  thofe  of  the  State,"  was  the  anfwer  of  the 
dying  Penitent. 

Richelieu  was  refolved,  that  even  his  place  of 
fepulture  fhould  partake  of  that  magnificence 
which  had  diftinguifhed  whatever  he  had  done 
throughout  life.  He  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
buried  under  the  Dome  of  the  celebrated  Col- 
lege of  the  Sorbonne,  which  he  had  rebuilt  with 

"  aftonifhed  that  they  had  the  boldnefs  to  invite  her 
<c  Majefty  to  be  a  fpectator  of  an  intrigue  which  inoft 
"  afluredly  could  not  pleafe  her,  and  which,  from  reafons 
<c  of  refpeel,  I  fhall  not  explain.  But  me  was  obliged  to 
u  fuffer  this  infult,  which  it  was  reported  (lie  had  brought 
"  upon  herfelf  by  the  contempt  with  which  me  had 
*  treated  certain  folicitations  of  the  Cardinal.  Her  Ma- 
ii  jefty  was  perhaps  a  little  indemnified  by  the  very  fmall 
"  appla,ufe  the  Piece  met  with,  which  mortified  his  Emi- 
u  nence  extremely.  It  was,  indeed,  the  only  fatisfaction 
w  to  be  had  for  the  infults  of  a  man  who  was  matter 
u  of  every  thing,  and  formidable  to  every  one,  whatever 
<c  indignation  might  naturally  enough  be  felt  again!!,  him 
"  for  fuch  a  conduct." — Memoires  dc  VAhbi  Arnauld. 

o  2  great 
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great  fplendor.  A  maufoleum  was  erected  over 
him,  at  the  expence  of  his  niece  ;  it  is  the  chef 
dxuvre  of  that  great  fculptor  M.  Girardon. 
Not  long  after  it  was  finifhed,  the  Princefs  of 
Conde,  iifter  to  the  Due  de  Montmorenci, 
whom  Richelieu  had  caufed  to  be  beheaded, 
came  to  vifit  it,  and  (pointing  to  the  tomb)  ex- 
claimed, in  the  words  of  the  Sifter  of  Lazarus 
to  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  "  Domine  ft 
"  fuijfes  Juc,  frater  mens  non  tnortuus  ejjet — Lord, 
(i  had  ft  thou  been  here,  our  brother  had  not 
"  died." 

Richelieu  was  a  great  Theologian  :  his  "  Me- 
"  thodes  des  Controverfes  fur  tons  les  Points  de 
"  la  Foi"  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  book  that 
had  appeared  on  the  fubject  in  France,  before 
Arnauld,  Nicole,  and  Bofluet.  He  feems  tp 
have  been  very  anxious  that  the  Huguenots 
Ihould  become  Catholics.  u  The  Cardinal," 
fays  Choify,  "  after  having  made  the  Calvinifts 

fubmit  by  force  of  arms,  defigned  to  attempt 
"  to  win  them  over  to  the  Catholic  Faith  by 
"  gentle  means.  For  that  purpofe  he  intended 
a  to  give  penfions  to  their  principal  Minifters, 
"  that  might  prevent  their  being  in  diftrefs; 
"  and  afterwards  to  appoint  public  conferences, 
"  at  which  nothing  fhould  be  made  ufe  of  as 
€t  proofs  but  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures 

"  themfelves, 
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«  themfelves,  without  admitting  tradition.;  He 
"  entrufhed  his  defign  to  Pere  du  Laurent,  who 
"  had  been  a  Proteftant  Minifter  when  he  was 
"  young.  I  will  neither,  faid  the  Cardinal  to 
"  him,  make  ufe  of  the  Doctors  of  the  Sorbonne, 
"  who  are  of  ufe  only  againft  the  heretics  of 
"  old  tunes ;  nor  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory, 
"  verfed  in  myftic  divinity ;  nor  of  the  Jefuits, 
?  too  open  and  too  violent  enemies  to  the  Pro- 
"  teftants.  We  muft  merely  quote  to  them 
"  the  pure  word  of  God  ;  they  will  then  attend 
"  to  us ;  and  if  they  will  but  attend  to  what 
"  we  fay,  they  are  our  own." 

When  the  Princefs  of  Guimene,  a  Lady  of 
great  beauty,  entreated  the  Cardinal  to  fpare 
the  life  of  the  Due  de  Montmorenci,  who  had 
been  her  lover,  and  to  remember  what  marks 
of  friendship  he  had  given  him  very  lately  at 
Lyons  when  there  was  a  plot  formed  againft 
him,  Richelieu  replied  in  an  angry  tone  oF 
voice,  "  Madam,  I  did  not  break  firft  with  thf 
"  Duke/' 

On  the  day  of  the  Duke's  execution,  he 
found  fome  French  lines  on  his  table  to  this 
purport : 

In  this  degenerate  and  ungrateful  age, 
Evils  alone  the  memory  engage? : 

03  Oi> 
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On  plates  of  brafs  we  injuries  engrave, 
And  kindnefs  truft  upon  the  tracklefs  wave. 

Richelieu  died  completely  worn  out  with 
fatigue  of  body  and  of  mind,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight.    A  few  hours  before  he  died  he 
fent  for  M.  Chicot,  his  phyfician,  and  defired 
him  as  a  man  of  honour  to  tell  him  what  he 
really  thought  of  his  fituation.    "  In  four-and- 
"  twenty  hours,"  replied  he,  "  your  Eminence 
c;  will  be  either  dead  or  cured." — Richelieu 
knew  very  well  what  this  meant,  and  fent  im- 
mediately for  his  Confeffor,  who  adminiftered 
the  laft  Sacraments  to  him.    With  his  eyes 
fixed  attentively  upon  the  veffel  which  con- 
tained the  holy  element,  he  exclaimed,  "  O  my 
"  Judge,  condemn  me,  if,  in  what  I  have  done, 
"  I  have  ever  had  any  intentions  but  thofe  of 
"  ferving  the  King  and  the  Country  !" 

His  Sovereign,  on  being  informed  of  his 
death,  faid  coolly,  "  Voila  nn  grand  politique 
"  mortr 

y/  Richelieu  was,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
miniiiration,  very  fubjeft  to  lleeplefs  nights, 
He  hacl  always  by  his  bedfide  one  of  his  pages 
to  read  to  him  when  he  was  indifpofed'  to  reft, 
A  young  man  who  had  been  recommended 
to  him  as  one  of  his  -readers,  imagining  that 
§  the 
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the  Cardinal  was  alleep,  was  looking  over  feme 
papers  that  lay  upon  his  bed.  The  Cardinal, 
who  had  feigned  to  be  afleep  merely  to  try 
the  young  man's  difcretion  and  honour,  darting 
fuddenly  a  look  of  great  flernnefs  upon  him, 
ordered  him  immediately  to  leave  the  room,  and 
never  afterward  to  come  into  his  prefence. 

One  of  the  Cardinal's  maxims  was,  "  That 
"  an  unfortunate  and  an  imprudent  f$f£bn 
"  were  fynonymous  terms."  Of  his  own  me- 
thod of  acting,  he  gave  this  account  to  the 
Marquis  de  Vieuville,  "  I  never  dare  under- 
"  take  any  thing  until  I  have  well  confidered 
"  it ;  but  when  I  have  once  taken  my  re$> 
44  iution,  I  go  direftly  to  my  point.  I  throw 
"  down  every  thing  that  Hands  in  my  way  ; 
"  I  cut  up  every  thing  by  the  roots  that  op- 
u  pofes  me ;  and  then  I  cover  every  thing  wifclfc. 
"  my  Cardinal's  robe." — Richelieu  ufed  to  fay, 
"  That  the  favourites  of  his  Sovereign  *,  and 
"  their  intrigues,  gave  him  more  trouble  than 
44  all  Europe  taken  together."  The  com- 
pleted teftimony  that  was  ever  given  to  the 
talents  of  Richelieu  was  by  Peter  the  Great,  on 

*  u  Le  Cabinet  Ju  Roi  &  fon  p€tit  Coucher  me  caufent  plus 
/(     emi  arras  que  V  Europe  enticre" 

44  T/V^  Richelieu." 
o  4  feeing 
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feeing  the  ftatue  of  the  Cardinal  at  the  Sor- 
bonne.    "  This/'  laid  he,  "  was  a  man  to  whom 

*  1  fhould  very  gladly  have  given  one  half  of 
"  my  dominions,  if  he  would  have  governed  the 
"  other  half  forme." 

"  The  Cardinal/'  fays  Abbe  Brotier,  "  knew 
"  well  the  refources  of  the  great  country  which 
M  he  governed.    He  ufed  to  fay  of  it,  France 

*  can  raife  fix  hundred  thoufand  foot  and 
"  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  horfe,  and 
"  be  able  to  go  to  war  with  them  in  a  fort- 
"  night." 

The  Cardinal's  device  was  an  oftrich,  with 
this  motto,  in  allufion  to  the  fuppofed  power 
that  bird  has  of  digefting  iron  :  "  Fortis  dura 
"  coqvit"  According  to  Brotier,  he  firft  put 
this  motto  on  the  cannon  of  his  Sovereign 
Louis  the  Thirteenth,  "  Ratio  ultima  Regum  V 

When  Richelieu  fent  the  celebrated  Abbe 
de  St.  Cyran  to  the  Caftle  of  Vineennes,  his  niece, 
the  Duchefs  d'  Aguillon,  and  many  other  per- 
forms, entreated  him  to  give  him  his  liberty. 
He  replied,  "  If  in  the  kft  age  Luther  and 

Calvin  had  been  fhut  up  in  prifona  it  would 


*  "  TaroU:  Memoraiks." 


"  have 
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«  have  faved  Europe  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
«  of  bloodihed." 

A  favourite  faying  of  Richelieu  was,  that 
"  fecrecy  is  the  foul  of  all  great  affairs." 

The  Cardinal  had  an  odd  whim  of  having  a 
Comedy  compofed  by  five  different  perfons, 
each  of  whom  took  an  Aft.  It  was  called  "  La 
f  Comedie  de  fta/ler ies,  par  les  cinq  Auteurs" 
It  was  reprefented  before  the  King  and  Queen 
and  the  Court  of  France  with  great  piagnifi- 
cence.  The  Aftors  fat  by  themfelves  on  a 
bench.  Chapelain  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  planner  of  it.  He,  however,  only  corrected 
the  piece  in  feveral  places.  The  Cardinal  re- 
quefhed  his  help  in  this  bufinefs ;  promifing  in 
return  to  give  Chapelain  his  affiftance  on  a 
fimilar  occafion. 

-  u  How  happens  it,"  faid  the  Cardinal  one 
day  to  M.  de  Valancey,  the  difeur  des  ions  mots 
of  his  time  at  Pans,  "  that  you,  who  fcatter  your 
"  abufe  upon  every  one,  have  never  once  taken 
"  it  into  your  head  to  find  fault  with  me  ?  Is 
"  it  beca-ufe  you  rtre  afraid  ?" — "  No,  Sir,"  re- 
plied M.  de  Valencey,  "  it  is  becaufe  your  Emi- 
*  nence  commits  hoTaults." 


A  fcarce 
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A  fcarce  medal  is  fometimes  met  with  in  the 
cabinets  of  the  curious,  reprefenting  on  one 
fide  the  head  of  Louis  XIII.  with  his  ufual 
titles  y  and  on  the  other,  the  head  of  his  Prime 
Minifter  Richelieu,  thus  inferibed,  "  Nil  fine 
*f  Confilio  alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  favourite 
faying  of  his  Eminence,  that  an  unfortunate 
and  an  imprudent  perfon  were  in  general  fyno- 
nymous  terms.  Juvenal  had  indeed  faid  long 
before  him, 

Nullum  numen  alef,fi  fit  prudent ia. 

Prudence  to  man  each  other  aid  fupplies, 
And  claims  him  the  protection  of  the  fides.. 

"  The  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  and  M.  de 
"  Bullion,  Surintendant  of  theTinances,"  fays 
M.  Bourbon,  "  making  an  average  between 
"  them,  are  enabled  to  do  every  thing  they 
u  defire.  The  firft  hardly  ever  fleeps  at  all, 
"  and  the  laft  is  always  afleep ;  and  yet  every 
"  thing  fucceeds  as  they  wifti."  May  not 
Claudian's  Epigram  be  applied  to  them  ? 

Mallius  Indulget  fomno  noSfefque  diefque 

Injomnis  Pharius  facra  prophana  rapit. 
Omnibus  hoc  lialce  Gentes  expo/cite  votis 
Mallius  ut  vigilet^  dormiat  ut  Pharius. 
Bullion  through  nights  and  days  his  fleep  extends, 
His  watchful  Colleague  all  our  treafure  fpends ; 
Then,  O  ye  Gods !  in  fafety  France  to  keep, 
Let  Bullion  wake,  and  Richelieu  ever  fleep  ! 
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ALPHONSE  DE  RICHELIEU, 

CARDINAL  DE  LYONS, 

was  the  brother  of  the  great  Cardinal  of  that 
name,  and  was  prefented  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
to  the  Bifhopric  of  Lu^on,  which  he  gave  up 
to  his  brother,  and  became  a  Carthufian  Monk 
of  the  Grande  Chartreufe  near  Grenoble,  where 
he  refided  for  near  twenty  years,  and  was  known 
in  the  Convent  by  the  name  of  "  Father  AI- 
u  phonfe."  He  was  taken  from  this  retreat 
by  his  brother  (when  he  became  Prime  Mi- 
nifter),  and  made  Archbilhop  of  Lyons,  Great 
Almoner  of  France,  and  Cardinal.  When  the 
plague  broke  out  in  his  diocefe,  he  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  by  his  attention  and  liberality  to  his 
difeafed  flock,  whom  he  never  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  quit,  whilft  they  were  in  this 
ftate  of  danger  and  diftrefs. 

On  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  Chapel  of  an  Hofpital  at  Lyons, 
with  this  infcription  :  tf  Pauper  natus  fum,  pau- 
66  pert  at  em  vowi?  panp'er  moriory  et  inter  pauper es 
"  fepetiri  vo/o — I  wa*  born  poor,  I  made  a  vow 
"  of  poverty,  I  -die  poor,  and  1  am  buried 
"  amongft  the  poor."    He  told  his  ConfefTor 

in 


i 
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in  his  laft  moments,  that  he  had  rather  have  died 
as  Father  Alphonfe  than  Cardinal  of  Lyons. 

This  Prelate,  who,  like  his  brother,  was  a 
valetudinarian,  was  the  means  of  bringing  cho- 
colate into  vogue  as  a  diet  in  France.  That 
diet  requires  no  effort  of  maftication  to  become 
nutritive,  and,  united  with  fome  faccharine 
fubflance,  extremely  well  fupports  thofe  (as  is 
particularly  the  cafe  with  perfons  of  a  certain 
age  in  the  Weft  Indies)  who  have  been  deprived 
of  their  teeth. 


MARSHAL  MARILLAC 

was  brought  to  the  fcaffold  by  the  fanguinary 
Richelieu  in  1632.  Forty  years  of  fervice,  and 
his  memory  rehabilitated  by  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  after  the  death  of  that  Minifter,  have 
reflored  his  name  to  that  degree  of  refped  and 
efteem  which  it  ever  deferved. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  make  out  any  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  Marfhal,  his  enemies  were 
obliged  to  recur  to  fome  trifling  abufes  in  his 
conduit  as  Commander  in  Chief,  to  fome  profits 
he  had  made  by  contrafts,  9?  that  fome  perfons 

under 
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under  him  had  made  on  the  building  of  the 
Citadel  of  Verdun.  On  hearing  thefe  charges 
read,  he  exclaimed  to  his  Judges,  4'  What  an 
"  extraordinary  thing  it  is,  that  a  man  of  my 
"  rank  fhouldbe  profecuted  with  fo  much  few 
"  verity  and  injuflice  !  After  all,  there  occurs^ 
"  nothing  in  the  charges  againft  me  but  the 
"  words  hay,  flraw,  ltores,  and  mortar." 

When  he  was  required,  to  give  up  the  flaff 
of  Marflial  of  France,  previous  to  his  being  led 
to  execution ;  "  The  King,"  faid  he,  "  gave  it 
u  to  me,  and  put  the  power  of  it  into  my  hands, 
a  which  I  have  often  ftained  with  the  blood  of 
"  his  enemies  :  but  now  I  return  it  to  him  in 
44  a  manner  much  more  bloody-" 

As  he  was  conducing  to  the  Place  de  Greve 
to  be  executed,  he  paffed  before  the  Hotel  of 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu.  "  Alas  !"  laid  he,  "  in 
"  that  houfe  I  was  promifed  many  things,  which 
to  to-day  I  find  not  to  be  true." 
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v  i  >o  m    .  ;  * 

was  the  elder  brother  of  the  Marfhal  of  that 
name,  and  was  made  Keeper  of  the  Seals  of 
France  in  1626.  They  were  taken  from  him 
in  1630,  and  he  died  in  confinement  in  1632. 
The  two  brothers  were  much  attached  to  Mary 
de  Medicis,  and  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
Richelieu  for  their  attachment  to  that  perfe- 
cted Princefs. 

M.  de  Marillac  ufed  to  fay  to  the  young 
Lawyers  of  his  time,  "  Only  take  pains,  and 
"  be  modeft,  and  you  mud  rife  in  your  pro- 
«  feffion;" 

He  called  his  high  office  an  office  of  perpe- 
tual denial  :  "  For,"  faid  he  "  I  am  in  general 
"  obliged  to  refufe  nine  requefts  out  of  ten 
u  that  are  made  to  me." 

He  often  repeated  what  his  predeceffor  M. 
de  L'Hopital  fays  in  his  Poems  of  a  Chancellor 
that  ufed  to  refufe  nothing,  whether  the  re- 
quefts were  juft  or  unjuft :  "  That:  it  is  no 
"  praife  to  a  wife  man  to  have  one  quality 

"  which 
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c<  which  he  has  in  common  with  a  young  pro- 
*  digal,  or  with  a  woman  who  has  loft  her 
u  virtue." 


DUG  DE  ROHAN. 

This  great  General  and  excellent  Politician 
firft  (hewed  his  talents  in  the  latter  capacity  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Proteftants  at  Saumur  in 
1611,  where  he  took  the  part  of  the  great  and 
good  Sully,  his  father-in-law,  againft  the 
Due  de  Bouillon  with  fuccefs.  "  It  was  here," 
faid  he,  "  that  I  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
a  knowledge  to  which  the  great  ought  particu- 
"  Iarly  to  apply  themfelves,  that  of  managing 
"  mankind 

The  Duke  had  the  courage  to  refill  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu,  that  idol  of  power  to  whom 
every  other  knee  in  France  bowed.  In  fpite  of 
the  diftrefles  of  the  Huguenot  party  in  France, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader,  he  adopted  the 
daring  refolution  to  aflemble  another  army  of 
that  party,  and  took  care  to  let  the  Cardinal 

*  "  J*ai  jetti  la  les  fondements  de  la  fcicr.ee  que  ks  grands 
iC  doivent  fur  toutes  chofes  apfrendre,  qui  efl  de  gagncr  la 
(i  hommet" 

know, 
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know,  that  pacification  between  the  Catholics 
and  Huguenots  was  the  great  objedt  of  his  de- 
fires  ;  that  whatever  might  happen,  he  was  re* 
folved  to  perfift,  as  well  as  to  perilh  himfelf 
with  all  the  remains  of  his  party,  rather  than 
not  obtain  a  general  peace  conformably  to  the 
acknowledged  edidls  for  that  purpofe;  and  re- 
commended to  his  Eminence  to  confider  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  preclude  a  man  of  courage 
in  arms  from  every  hope  of  fafety. 

The  pacification,  was  focn  afterwards  figned 
by  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  at  Aletz,  June  27, 
1629,  being  the  third  which  the  Duke  had  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  his  Sovereign.  He 
then  retired  to  Venice,  where  he  was  received 
with  every  diftinflion  due  to  his  rank  and  charac- 
ter, and  in  which  city  he  wrote  the  celebrated 
Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Negociations ;  by 
which  means  he  filled  up  that  leifurc  which  to 
a  man  of  his  ardent  and  aftive'rnind  would  have- 
been  iniupportable  without  fome  employment. 
He  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that  there  was  no 
misfortune  could  happen  to  a  man  fo  great  as 
that  of  having  nothing  to  do,  and  that  he  really 
wondered  how  a  man  of  fenfe  could  ever  find 
himfelf  in  that  horrid  fituation ;  but  which  in- 
deed always  happened  to  thofe,  who,  having 
no  powers  cf  mind*  exifl  only  upon  the  favours 

of 
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of 'fortune  j  and  that  when  her  feeble  power 
abandoned  them,  and  they  had  loft  the  idle 
and  fedu&ive  air  of  the  Court,  ihey  became 
expofed  to  vexation,  and  fell  into  fuch  a  ftate 
of  reftleffnefs  as  rendered  them  incapable  either 
of  eafe  or  pleafure. 

His  maxims  as  a  General  refpe&ing  his 
countrymen  were,  that  they  fhould  always  be 
placed  by  their  Commander  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  they  might  begin  an  engagement  *.  "  I 
"  know  well,"  faid  he  one  day,  "  the  difpo- 
"  fition  of  the  French ;  they  are  incapable  of 
"  maintaining  foot  by  foot  any  advantage  they 
"  may  have  gained  over  their  enemies ;  they 
"  fhould  always  be  kept  in  a  pofture  of  attack, 
u  and  not  of  defence.  Their  quick  and  impe- 
"  tuous  charadter  inclines  them  rather  to  a£t 
M  than  to  fuffer,  and  to  advance  rather  than 
*  wait  the  attack  of  their  enemies." 

The  celebrated  Pere  Jofeph,  the  confidant  of 
Richelieu,  wrote  by  his  order  a  letter,  as  from 
the  Cardinal  Infant  of  Spain  to  the  Duke,  by 
way  of  founding  his  inclinations  toward  that 
Court.  The  Duke  replied,  that  he  was  too 
good  a  Frenchman,  and  too  dutiful  a  fubjedt 

*  **  //  faut  wet  ire  les  Francois  en  cjlat  de  f rapper  Us 
"  premiers."— Hi/loir*  du  Due  de  Rohan* 

VOL.  IV.  P  tO 
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to  his  King,  to  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  an/ 
thing  that  was  prejudicial  to  his  Prince;  and 
that  however  ill  he  was  treated  at  his  own 
Court,  he  had  moft  affuredly  very  good  reafons 
for  complaint,  but  none  for  being  deficient  in 
fidelity  to  his  Prince. 

The  Duke  de  Rohan  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Rhinsfield.  Previous  to  the 
engagement,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  one  of  the 
nioft  diftinguifhed  Generals  of  his  time,  de- 
fired  him  to  give  the  word  of  command  ;  add- 
ing, that  he  fhould  be  afhamed  to  give  it  him- 
felf,  whilft  before  the  greateft  General  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Duke  de  Rohan  replied,  that  he 
,was  only  there  to  fight  as  a  foldier  under  his 
orders,  and  to  fee  the  difference  there  was  be- 
tween military  operations  which  depend  upon 
the  underftanding  and  mere  coups  dumam,  but 
that  if  he  really  wiflhed  to  have  his  opinion 
on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army,  he  would 
very  readily  give  it  to  him,  to  the  bed  of  his 
abilities. 

The  Duke  of  Weymar  confultcd  him  and 
took  his  advice,  Which  proved  unfortunate  only 
to  the  Duke  de  Rohan,  as  he  was  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.    As  they  were  taking  him  off 
Htiid  field,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  rallying  his 

troops, 
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iroops,  took  the  party  prifoners  who  were  carry- 
ing off  the  Duke  de  Rohan,  and  had  the  me- 
lancholy fatisfa&ion  of  giving  him  every  afiift- 
ance  in  his  wretched  fituation*  He  died  a  few- 
days  after  the  engagement,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
April  1638,  in  the  Abbey  of  Coningsfield, 
\Vheie  his  heart  is  depofited  in  a  box  :  his  body 
was  carried  with  much  funeral  pomp  to  Ge- 
neva, and  buried  in  the  great  church  of  that 
city. 

When  the  Chiefs  of  his  party  accufed  this 
great  man  of  having  fold  to  Louis  the  Thir- 
teenth fome  of  their  fortrelTes  which  they  were 
unable  to  defend,  he  faid  with  great  indigna- 
tion, preferring  his  bread  to  them  at  the  fame 
time,  "  Strike !  ftrike !  I  am  willing  to  die  by 
"  your  hands,  after  having  fo  often  rifqued  n>* 
"  life  for  your  fervice." 

The  Duke,  amongft  his  various  other  works, 
wrote  a  book  on  the  Intereft  of  Princes,  with 
a  dedication  to  the  Cardinal  de  Richelieu;  in 
which  he  tells  him,  after  mentioning  the  great 
difficulties  attendant  on  the  government  of  a 
kingdom,  that  no  certain  and  invariable  rule  can 
be  laid  down  for  it,  and  that  what  caufes  a  re- 
Volution  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  caufes  alfo  a 
compleat  alteration  in  the  fundamental  maxims 

F    2  of 


212  DUC   DE  ROHAN. 

of  government,  "  therefore,"  adds  he,  "  thofe 
"  perfons  who  conduit  themfelves  more  by 
"  examples  of  paft  times  than  by  reafons  taken 
"  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  of  ne- 
"  ceffity  make  many  miftakes." 

In  his  chapter  on  the  Intereft  of  England, 
he  fays, 

"  England,  which  is  like  a  fmall  feparate 
"  world,  had  nothing  to  do  with  other  States, 
"  unlefs  when  the  neceffity  to  protect  its  com- 
"  merce  obliged  it,  which  was  then  its  true 
"  intereft.  It  is  by  that  it  has  acquired  its 
"  wealth,  which,  joined  to  its  fituation,  has 
"  rendered  it  fo  confiderable.  But  fince,  under 
"  the  fhadow  of  the  myfterious  marriage  be- 
"  tween  Philip  and  Mary,  the  politics  of  Spain 
"  have  infenlibly  entered  into  thofe  of  England, 
4<  which  before  that  time  had  maxims  of  policy 
"  of  its  own,  it  has,  by  little  and  little,  fome- 
u  times  accommodated  itfelf  to  the  interefts  of 
"  France,  and  fometimes  to  thofe  of  Spain. 

"  Queen  Elizabeth,"  added  he,  "  who  by 
"  her  prudent  government  has  equalled  the 
"  fame  of  the  greateft  Sovereigns  that  Chriftian 
4k  Europe  ever  pofleffed,  well  acquainted  with 
"  the  fituation  of  her  kingdom,  thought  that 
"  the  true  intereft  of  it  was  to  keep  it  in  a  ftate 
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4fc  of  perfect  union,  having  deftroyed  all  the  re- 
"  mains  of  the  former  factions  -3  very  wifely 
"  judging,  that  England  is  a  great  animal  which 
"  can  never  die  unlefs  it  deftroys  itfelf :  "  Que 

"  r Angleterre  eft  tin  grand  animal  qui  ne  pent 
"  jamais  mourir  s'jl  ne  fe  tue  ltd  mefme" 


CARDINAL  DE  BERULLE. 

This  pious  man  died,  as  the  late  excellent 
Mr.  Granger  died,  while  he  was  celebrating  the 
Sacrament.  The  Cardinal  fell  dead  upon 
the  fteps  of  the  altar,  at  the  moment  of  Confab 
cration,  as  he  was  pronouncing  the  words  "  hmc 
"  igitur  cb/ationem."  This  occafioned  the  fol- 
lowing diftich : 

Ccepta  fub  extremis  nequeo  dum facra  facerdos 
Pcrficere^  at  faltem  vlttima  perficiam. 

In  vain  the  reverend  Pontiff  tries 
To  terminate  the  facrifice; 
Himfelf  within  the  holy  walls 
The  Heav'n-devoted  vidim  falls. 

Cardinal  Berulle  came  over  with  Henrietta 
Maria,  Queen  of  Charles  theFirft,  to  England, 
as  her  Confeflbr,  to  the  Court  of  which  he  en- 
deared himfelf  by  the  fanftity  of  his  morals,  and 
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the  extreme  propriety  of  his  behaviour.  Like 
the  late  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  Balguy,  he 
poffeffed  the  nolo  epifcopari  in  the  extremeft 
purity  of  intention ;  for  when  his  Sovereign 
Louis  the  Thirteenth  of  France  preffed  him 
to  take  the  Bifhopric  of  Leon,  he  refufed  ;  and 
on  that  Monarch's  telling  him  that  he  fhould 
employ  the  felicitation  of  a  more  powerful  ad- 
vocate than  himfelf  (meaning  the  Pope)  to  pre-, 
vail  upon  him  to  accept  of  it,  he  faid,  "  that 
"  if  his  Majefty  continued  to  prefs  him,  he 
"  fhould  be  obliged  to  quit  his  kingdom." 

m  Ke  eftablifhed  the  venerable  Order  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  Oratory  in  France,  founded  by 
San  Philippo  Neri,  and  was  a  man  of  fuch  emi- 
nent goodnefs,  that  Pope  Leo  the  Xlth  faid 
of  him,  when  he  faw  him  at  Rome  as  a  fimple 
friar,  "  Le  Pere  Berulle  71' eft  pas  tin  homme^  c'ejt 
an  awe" 


JACQUES  CALLOT. 

Th  1  s  excellent  Engraver  was  born  a  fubjeft  of 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine.  When  Nancy  was  taken 
from  that  Prince  by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  he 
wifhed  Callot  to  make  a  fet  of  prints  defcrip- 
tive  of  the  fiege  of  that  important  place.  The 

Artift 
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Artift  refufed  ;  and,  on  the  Cardinal's  irifrftihg 
with  him  very  peremptorily,  he  replied,  "  My 
"  Lord,  if  you  continue  to  urge  me,  I  will  cut 
"  off  the  thumb  of  my  right  hand  with  my 
"  pen-knife  before  your  face.  I  Kvm  never 
"  confent  to  perpetuate  the  calamity  and  dif- 
w  grace  of  my  Sovereign  and  protector." 

Caliot  wore,  attached  to  his  button -hole,  one 
of  his  fmall  copper-plates,  which  he  thought 
his  chef-d\?p.vre.  Were  every  diftin<?tion  of 
ornament  as  well  applied,  who  would  not  envy 
Sovereigns  the  power  of  bellowing  them  ? 

This  great  Artift's  mafter-piece  is  his  u  Mi- 
"  feries  of  War  mkeries  which,  in  the  pre- 
fent  diftra&ed  (late  of  Europe,  do  not  require 
to  be  recalled  to  our  minds  by  the  powers  of 
imitation. 


CAMPANELLA. 

This  celebrated  Dominican  Friar  of  Naples 
is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  ingenious 
*'  Elfay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful/'  He 
was  accufedof  treafon  and  of  herolv  bran  aged 
Friar  of  his  own  Order  vyith  whom  he  diluted, 
and  over  whom,  mod  probably,  he  had  [he  ad- 
vantage in  the  difputp.  He  was  imprifoncd 
P  4  tor 


2l6  CAMP  A  NELL  A. 

for  twenty-feven  years,  and  was  put  to  the  rack 
feven  times,  for  twenty-four  hours  each  time* 
By  the  power  of  abftra&ion  which  his  mind 
poffefied,  he  bore  the  tortures  inflifted  upon 
him  with  the  greateft  tranquillity.  He  was  de- 
livered from  his  confinement  at  the  felicitation 
of  Pope  Urban  VIII.  in  1624,  and  came  to 
Paris,  where  he  was  much  confidered  by  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu.  Campanella  wrote  "  Atheifmus 
"  Triumphatus"  and  16  Monarchia  Mejfia" 
books  now  become  extremely  fcarce,  like  many 
others,  from  their  not  being  worth  the  re- 
printing. 


AUGUSTE  DE  THOU. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  profecution  of  this  excellent  and  intrepid 
man  was,  that  his  grandfather  had  mentioned 
Cardinal  Richelieu's  father  in  his  celebrated 
Hifhory  of  His  Own  Times,  in  a  manner  not 
much  to  his  credit.  His  Judges  were  anxious 
to  fave  him.  "  M,  le  Chancelier  a  beau  dire" 
fays  Richelieu,  "  ilfaut  que  M.  de  Thou  meure ; 
"  The  Chancellor  may  fay  what  he  pleafes, 
"  but  M.  de  Thou  mull  die  *  " 

.  *  i6  He  has  put  my  father  in  his  Hiftory,"  faid  the  vin- 
dictive Richelieu,  "  and  I  will  put  his  grandfon's  name  in  * 
u  mine." 

q    '  De 
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De  Thou,  whilft  he  was  in  prifon,  had  made 
a  vow  to  endow  a  chapel  whenever  he  gained 
his  liberty.  On  the  morning  of  his  execution 
he  compofed  the  following  infcription  for  him- 
felf:— 

Chrifto  Liberatori 
Votum  in  carcere  pro  libertate  conceptum^ 
T.  Augustus  Thuanus 
E  carcere  vitas  jam  jam  liberandus 
Morte  folvit  xii  Junii,  1642. 
Confitebar  tibi  Domine,  quoniam  exaudifti  me  & 
fadtus  es  mihi  in  falutem. 

He  died  with  great  courage. 


LA  COMTESSE  DE  SAINT  EALMONT. 

"  It  was  in  the  year  1638,"  fays  Abbe 
Arnauld,  in  his  very  amufing  Memoirs,  "  that 
"  Iliad  the  honour  to  become  acquainted  with 
"  that  Amazon  of  our  times  Madame  de  Saint 
"  Balmont,  whofe  life  was  a  prodigy  of  courage 
"  and  of  virtue,  uniting  in  her  perfon  all  the 
"  valour  of  a  determined  foldier,  and  all  the 
"  modefty  of  a  truly  Chriftian  woman.  She 
"  was  of  a  very  good  family  of  Lorraine,  and 
M  was  born  with  a  difpofition  worthy  of  her 
"  birth.  The  beauty  of  her  face  correfponded 
41  to  that  of  her  mind,  but  her  fliape  by  no 

"  means 
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"  means  agreed  with  it,  being  fmall  and  rather 
"  clumfy.    Providence,  who  had  deftined  her 
"  for  a  life  more  laborious  than  that  which 
"  females  in  general  lead,  had  formed  her  more 
"  robuft  and  more  able  to  bear  bodily  fatigue. 
w  It  had  infpired  her  with  fo  great  a  contempt 
"  for  beauty,  that  when  (he  had  the  fmall-pox 
"  fhe  was  as  pleafed  to  be  marked  with  it  as 
"  other  women  are  afflicted  on  a  fimilar  occa- 
"  lion,  and  faid,  that  it  would  enable  her  to 
"  be  more  like  a  man.   She  was  married  to  the 
"  Count  de  Saint  Balmont,  who  was  not  infe- 
u  rior  to  her  either  in  birth  or  in  merit.  They 
"  lived  together  very  happily  till  the  troubles 
"  that  arofe  in  Lorraine  obliged  them  to  fepa- 
"  rate.    The  Count  was  conftantly  employed 
"  by  the  Duke  his  Sovereign  in  a  manner  fuit- 
ff  able  to  his  rank  and  difpofition,  except  when 
$  he  once  gave  him  the  command  of  a  poor 
"  feeble  fort refs,  in  which  he  had  the  affurance 
"  to  refill  the  arms  of  Louis  XIV.  for  feveral 
"  days  together,  at  the  rifque  of  being  treated 
"  with  the  extremeft  feverity  of  military  law, 
"  which  denounces  the  moil  infamous  and  de- 
•ff  grading  puniftiment  againft  all  thofe  Officers 
?f  who  hold  out  without  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 
W  M.  de  Saint  Balmont  went  indeed  farther, 
"  and  added  infolence  to  raflmefs ;  for  at  every 
(hot  of  cannon  that  was  fired  at  the  fortrefs, 

"  he 
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he  appeared  at  the  windows  attended  by 
u  fome  fiddlers,  who  played  by  his  fide.  This 
"  madnefs  (for  one  cannot  call  it  by  a  more 
<■  gentle  name)  had  nearly  cofh  him  very  dear  ; 
"  for  when  he  was  taken  prifoner  it  was  agi- 
"  tated  in  the  Council  of  War,  compofeel  of 
<c  the  Officers  whom  he  had  treated  with  this 
"  infolence,  whether  he  fhould  not  be  hung  up 
immediately ;  but  regard  was  paid  to  his 
w  birth,  and  perhaps  to  his  courage,  however 
u  indifcreet.    Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  re- 
**  mained  upon  his  eftates  to  take  care  of  them. 
"  Hitherto  fhe  had  only  exerted  her  foldier- 
"  like   difpofition  in  hunting  and  fhootihg 
"  (which  is  a  kind  of  war),  but  very  foon  an 
"  opportunity  preferred  itfelf  of  realizing  it, 
"  and  it  was  this:    An  Officer  in  our  cavalry 
"  had  taken  up  his  quarters  upon  one  of  her 
*'  hufband's  eftates,  and  was  living  there  tit  dif- 
*  cretion.     Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  lent 
"  him  a  very  civil  letter  of  complaint  on  his 
ill  behaviour,  which  he  treated  with  great 
•*  contempt.    Piqued  at  this,  fhe  was  refolved 
"  that  he  fhould  give  her  fatisfaftion,  and 
"  merely  confulting  her  refentment,  (he  wrote 
*'  him  a  note,  figried,  Le  Chevalier  de  Saint 
"  Balmorik    In  this  ndtd  me  obferved  to  him, 
"  that  the  ungentleman-like  manner  in  which 
"  he  had  behaved  to  his  fifter-Jn-law,  obliged 

*  him 
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"  him  to  refent  it,  and  to  defire  that  he  would 
"  give  him  with  hisfword  that  fatisfa&ion  which 
"  his  letter  had  refufed.  The  Officer  accepted 
"  the  challenge,  and  repaired  to  the  place  ap- 
"  pointed.  Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  met 
"  him  dreffed  in  men's  clothes.  They  im- 
u  mediately  drew  their  fwords,  and  our  he- 
"  roine  had  the  advantage  him  s  when,  after 
"  having  difarmed  him,  (he  faid,  with  a  very 
"  gracious  fmile,  You  thought,  Sir,  I  make  no 
€€  doubt,  that  you  were  fighting  with  Le  Che- 
"  valier  de  Saint  Balmont  -y  it  is,  however,  a 
"  female  of  that  name  who  returns  you  your 
"  fword,  and  begs  you  in  future  to  pay  more 
"  regard  to  the  requefls  of  the  Ladies.  She 
"  then  left  him,  covered  with  fhame  and  con- 
4<  fufion ;  and,  as  the  ftory  goes,  he  immedi- 
"  ately  abfented  himfelf,  and  no  one  ever  faw 
cc  him  afterwards.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  this 
<c  incident  ferving  merely  to  inflame  the  cou- 
"  rage  of  the- fair  challenger,  fhe  did  not  reft 
"  iatisfied  with  merely  preferving  her  eftates  by 
"  repelling  force  by  force,  but  (lie  afforded  pro- 
"  teftion  to  many  of  the  Gentlemen  In  her 
"  neighbourhood,  who  made  no  fcruple  to 
<;  take  refuge  in  her  village,  and  to  put  them- 
"  felves  under  her  orders  when  fhe  took  the 
"  field,  which  fhe  always  did  with  fuccefs,-  her 
"  defigns  being  executed  with  a  prudence  equal 

"  to 
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"  to  her  courage.  I  have  often,  fays  the  Abbe, 
"  been  in  company  with  this  extraordinary  per- 
"  fonage  at  the  houfe  of  Madame  de  Feu- 
"  quieres,  wife  to  the  celebrated  Marfhal  of 
"  that  name,  at  Verdun ;  and  it  was  quite 
"  ridiculous  to  fee  how  embarrafled  flie  ap- 
"  peared  in  her  female  drefs,  and  (after  flie 
"  had  quitted  it  in  town)  with  what  eafe  and 
"  fpirit  flie  got  on  horfeback,  and  attended  the 
"  ladies  that  were  of  her  party,  and  whom  flie 
"  had  left  in  her  carriage,  in  their  little  excur- 
"  fions  into  the  country. 

"  The  manner  of  living,  however,  of  Ma- 
"  dame  de  Saint  Balmont,  fo  far  removed  from 
"  that  of  her  fex,  and  which  in  all  other  females 
"  who  have  attempted  it,  has  ever  been  found 
"  united  with  libeftinifm  of  manners,  was  in 
"  her  accompanied  with  nothing  that  bore  the 
"  leaft  refemblance  to  it.  When  flie  was  at 
"  home  in  time  of  peace,  her  whole  day  was 
"  employed  in  the  offices  of  religion ;  in 
"  prayers,  in  reading  the  Bible  and  books  of 
"  devotion,  in  vifiting  the  poor  of  her  parifli, 
"  whom  flie  was  ever  aflifling  with  the  moil 
"  aclive  zeal  of  chanty.  This  manner  of  liv- 
"  ing  procured  her  the  admiration  and  efteem 
u  of  perfons  of  all  defcriptions  in  her  neigh- 

"  bourhood, 
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w  bourhood,  and  infured  her  a  degree  of  re>- 
"  fpedt  that  could  not  have  been  greater  jta- 
"  wards  a  Queen 


MADAME  DE  SEVIGNE. 

€c  The  mere  name  of  this  Lady,"  fays  Abbe 
Arnauld,  "  deferves  an  eulogium  from  thole 
"  who  know  how  to  appreciate  fenfe,  wit,  and 
"  virtue.    1  (hall  never  forget,"  adds  he,  u  the 
c<  firft  time  that  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  this 
M  excellent  W oman  in  her  coach  with  her  fon 
u  and  daughter.     They   realized  what  the 
u  Poets  have  told  us  of  Latona  between  Apollo 
u  and  young  Diana,  fo  much  beauty  and  elc- 
€i  gance  appeared  in  the  Mother  and  her  chii- 
"  dren.    She  then  did  me  the  favour  to  pro- 
"  mife  me  her  friend  (hip,  and  I  am  not  a  little 
"  proud  of  having  preferred  to  this  day  a  pre- 
"  lent  fo  dear  and  fo  precious.    But  I  mull  fay 
"  indeed,  to  the  honour  of  the  Ladies,  that  I 
"  have  ever  found  them  more  conftant  in  their 
"  friendlhips  than  the  Men.    By  the  Mea.  I 

*  The  late  excellent  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland  had  a 
Print  of  this  extraordinary  woman  in  her  Colleftion. 

"  have 
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"  have  often  been  deceived;  —  never  by  the 
"  Ladies*." 


LEMERIUS, 

in  the  year  161 8,  quoted  the  following  Latin 
verfes,  which,  he  fays,  were  written  by  a  Pro* 
teftant  Advocate  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
fifty  years  before  that  time ;  "  or  rather,''  adds 
he,  "  by  an  Angel,  who  di&ated  them  to 
"  him:" 

Fejlinat  propero  curfu  jam  temporis  ordo, 
^uo  locus  et  Franc i  Majejias  prifca  Senatusy 
Papay  SacerdoteS)  MiJJa^  Simulachra^  Dlique 
Fiftitii^  atque  omnes  fuperos  exofa  potejias 
jfudicio  Domini  jujlo  fublata  per  Hunt. 

In  'the  dark  volume  of  refiftlefs  Fate 

What  changes  menace  wretched  Gallia's  State  ! 

In  one,  one  lucklefs  yet  approaching  hour 

The  Roman  PontifPs  arrogated  power; 

The  Mafs  itfelf;  the  Priefts,  a  facred  train, 

Who  each  time-honour'd  rite  with  zeal  maintain; 


*  The  fagacious  Dr.  Franklin  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  pureft 
and  moft  ufeful  friend  a  man  could  poflibly  procure,  was 
a  Frenchwoman  of  a  certain  age  who  had  no  defigns  upon 
his  perfon  ;  M  they  are,"  added  he,  "  fo  ready  to  do  you 
44  fervice,  and  from  their  knowledge  of  the  world  know  iO 
"  well  how  to  ferve  you  wifely.,, 

Weak 
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Weak  mortals  raifed  to  the  empyrean  throne, 
Gods  that  man's  bafe  and  wretched  fabric  own  j 
Powers  that  the  foul  in  flavifh  fetters  bind) 
Debafe  the  noble  nature  of  mankind, 
With  their  own  phantoms  fcare  his  gen'rous  breaft, 
And  every  fway  except  their  own  deteftj 
Thefe,  "  whiHl  eternal  juftice  rules  this  ball/' 
Thefe,  thefe,  by  Heaven's  own  high  behefl^ftiall  fall  5 
In  endlefs  ruin  and  confufion  hurl'd, 
A  dread  example  to  a  wondering  world. 
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What  contrarieties  often  occur  in  the  fame 
perfon  !  How  often  the  indulgence  of  one  vice 
prevents  the  exertion  and  the  advantage  of  many 
good  qualities,  and  of  many  virtues  f  Auberi  du 
Maurier,  in  his  "  Memoir es  de  Hambourg"  thus 
defcribes  the  celebrated  Marflial  Rantzau — 
<c  He  was  a  German  of  high  birth,  and  a  Ge- 
<c  neral  of  fuch  great  note,  that  Mazarin  ufed 
"  to  oppofe  him  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  when 
"  that  great  Commander  had  the  misfortune 
"  to  be  in  arms  againit  his  country  and  his 
"  Prince."  M.  Rantzau  poffefled  admirable 
qualities  both  of  body  and  mind.  He  was  tall, 
fair,  and  very  handfome.  To  fee  him  only,  one 
would  fay  he  was  born  to  command.  He  was 
the  fineft  horfeman  ever  beheld.    He  would  hit 

a  fingle 
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a  fingle  piece  of  money  with  a  piftol  at  a  hun- 
dred paces  diftant.  He  was  invincible  with  the 
fmall-fword.  He  fpoke  the  principal  languages 
of  Europe,  and  had  a  general  tafte  for  the 
fciences.  He  was  acquainted  with  all  the  great 
Generals  of  the  age,  having  made  war  under 
them  from  the  moment  he  was  able  to  bear 
arms.  He  faid  in  converfation  many  lively 
things ;  and  as  an  infallible  proof  of  the  force  of 
his  eloquence  in  any  council  of  war  in  which 
he  ever  fat,  he  always  drew  over  the  other  Mem- 
bers to  be  of  his  fentiments,  fo  ably  did  he  fup- 
port  them  with  powerful  reafons.  If  he  fpoke 
well,  he  wrote  flill  better.  To  his  courage  no- 
thing was  impoflible.  He  poffeffed  perfeft  cool- 
nefs  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  found  expedients 
under  the  heaviefl  misfortunes.  His  liberality 
procured  him  the  love  and  efteem  of  his  foldiers, 
and  no  General  knew  how  to  give  his  orders  fo 
well.  But  fo  many  excellent  and  rare  virtues 
were  effaced  by  his  great  vices.  Never  was  there 
a  more  determined  debauchee.  He  loved  wine 
and  women  to  excefs,  and  the  moft  feafoned 
drinkers  were  afraid  of  him.  He  fought  their 
company  from  all  parts,  and  no  one  could  equal 
him  in  this  fpecies  of  vice.  He  fometimes  re- 
mained in  a  Hate  of  inienfibility  for  whole  days. 
The  diforder  that  reigned  in  his  private  affairs 
was  inconceivable.  He  gave  away  whatever  he 
had  about  him  without  diiariimnation,  and  he  al- 
vol.  iv.  q  ways 
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ways  had  much  money  in  his  pocket,  which  he 
was  robbed  of  during  his  inebriety.  Thus,  like 
a  cafk  without  a  bottom,  all  the  riches  of  India 
would  not  have  been  fufficient  for  him,  and  he 
found  himfelf  compelled  to  fell  all  his  effe&s 
for  little  or  nothing.  He  often  loft  his  beft 
friends  for  a  bon-mot.  Du  Maurier,  who  was 
Rantzau's  great  friend,  told  this  extraordinary 
man  one  day,  that  his  exceffes  and  irregularities 
would  deftroy  his  health,  and  that  they  would 
prevent  his  rifing  to  the  principal  employments 
in  the  State.  "  I  would  not,"  anfwered  he, 
darting  a  moft  ferocious  and  haggard  look 
upon  Du  Maurier,  "  I  would  not  give  up  my 
"  pleafures  to  become  Emperor  of  Germany." 
His  exceffes,  during  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk  by 
the  Spaniards,  are  thought  to  have  loft  that 
place.  He  was,  however,  confined  for  fomc 
time  in  the  caftle  of  Vincennes  for  this  fuppofed 
neglect,  and  was  cleared  from  any  imputation 
of  treachery  or  of  cowardice.  He  died  foon 
after  his  releafe.  During  the  fiege  of  Grave- 
lines,  he  had  one  day  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  and  fome  of  the  principal* French  No- 
bility, to  fup  with  him.  He  went,  however, 
in  the  morning,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  famous 
Dutch  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  where  he  got  fo 
drunk  with  Malaga  wine,  that  he  fell  under 
the  table  as  if  he  was  dead,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  put  to  bed.  His  Aid-du-camp  made  an  apo- 
logy 
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logy  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  for  his  matter's  not 
being  able  to  attend  him  at  flipper,  and  put  it 
upon  an  exceflive  fwell  of  the  fea,  which  had 
prevented  his  leaving  the  Admiral's  fliip* 

To  fhew  the  dangers  of  ebriety,  the  Catholic 
Legends  tell  us  of  fome  Hermit  to  whom  the 
Devil  gave  his  choice  of  three  crimes;  two  of 
them  of  the  mod  atrocious  kind,  and  the  other 
to  be  drunk.  The  poor  Saint  chofe  the  laft, 
as  the  leaft  of  the  three ;  but  when  drunk,  com- 
mitted the  other  two. 

The  baneful  effects  of  this  pernicious  vice 
upon  the  body  are  defcribed  by  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Darwin,  in  his  "  Zoonomia,"  under  an 
allegory  which  would  not  have  difgraced  the 
fplendid  imagination  of  Lord  Bacon  himfelf. 

"  Prometheus,"  fays  the  Doftor,  "  was 
<c  painted  as  Healing  fire  from  Heaven,  that 
u  might  well  reprefent  the  inflammable  fpirit 
"  produced  by  fermentation,  which  may  be 
"  faid  to  animate  or  enliven  the  man  of  clay ; 
"  whence  the  conquefts  of  Bacchus,  as  well  as 
"  the  temporary  mirth  and  noife  of  his  devo- 
"  tees.  But  the  after-punithment  of  thofe 
"  who  (leal  this  accurfed  fire,  is  a  vulture  gnaw- 
"  ing  the  liver,  and  well  allegorizes  the  poor 
q  2  "  inebriate 
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"  inebriate  lingering  for  years  under  painful 

<S  difeafes." 

i 

And  that  the  graces  and  energies  of  poetry 
may  come  in  aid  of  the  figure  fo  ftrongly  de- 
picted in  profe,  the  fame  great  Phyfiologift,  in 
his  "  Botanic  Garden/'  in  the  moft  fublime 
imagery,  and  with  the  greatefl  ftrength  of  per- 
Unification,  has  compofed  a  picture  which 
fhould  be  painted  and  hung  up  in  every  cham- 
ber dedicated  to  Bacchanalian  feftivity. 

Dr.  Darwin  perfonifies  the  Goddefs  of  Wine 
under  the  name  ofVuis,  who  thus  addreffes 
her  votaries  : 

<c  Drink  deep,  fweet  Youths,"  fedu&ive  Vitis  cries, 
The  maudlin  tear-drop  gliftening  in  her  eyes ; 
Green  leaves  and  purple  clufters  crown  her  head, 
And  the  tall  thyrfus  ftays  her  tott'ring  tread : 
"  Drink  deep/'  (he  carols,  as  fhe  waves  in  air 
The  mantling  goblet,  "and  forget  your  care.,? 
O'er  the  dread  feaft  malignant  Chymia  fcowls, 
And  mingles  poifon  in  the  nectar'd  bowls. 
Fell  Gout  peeps  grinning  thro'  the  flimfy  fcene, 
And  bloated  Dropfy  keeps  behind  unfeen. 
Wrapp'd  in  her  robe,  white  Lepra  hides  her  ftains. 
And  lilem  Frenzy,  writhing,  bites  his  chains. 
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This  great  Poet  was  apt  to  be  a  little  cauftic 
in  converfation.  Some  one  was  talking  before 
him  of  the  nobility  of  his  family  :  "  Alas !  my 
"  good  friend,"  replied  he,  "  it  is  in  the  power 
16  of  one  woman  to  taint  the  blood  of  Charle- 
"  magne  himfelf."  Speaking  one  day  of  the 
wickednefs  of  mankind,  he  faid,  "  Why,  when 
u  there  were  only  three  or  four  perfons  in  the 
u  world,  one  of  them  killed  his  brother," 

Malherbe,  though  perhaps  the  firft  good  poet 
that  France  ever  produced,  thought  fo  llightly 
of  the  merit  of  his  productions,  that  he  ufed  to 
fay,  "  a  good  poet  was  of  no  more  ufe  to  a 
"  State  than  a  good  player  at  quoits."  He 
obferved,  "  that  the  teft  of  good  verfes  was, 
u  when  they  were  got  by  heart."  Every  one 
remembers  his  celebrated  ftanza  upon  the  cer- 
tainty of  death  i 

La  pauvre  en  fa  cabana 
Ou  la  chaume  le  couvre7 

Eft  fujet  a  fes  lotx. 
Bt  la  garde  que  vielle  aux  barrleres  de  Louvre^ 

N'en  defend  pas  nos  Rois. 

Q  3 
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GODEAU, 

BISHOP  OF  V£NCE, 

nfed  to  fay,  that  to  cornpofe,  was  an  Author's 
Heaven;  to  correct  his  Works,  an  Author's 
Purgatory  3  but  to  corred  the  Prefs,  an  Author's 
Hell 

■'■win  WIIMIIB  iM  Jlli  1 1  »fcMh  »— 

PEYRESC. 

This  learned  Frenchman  was  in  England  for 
a  few  months  in  1606,  He  was  prefented  to 
King  James,  who  often  fent  for  him  to  converfe 
with  him,  and  was  particularly  pleafed  with  the 
following  incident,  which  Peyrefc  related  to 
him, 

Peyrefc  was  prefent  at  a  dinner  given  by  fome 
perfon  of  confequence  in  London,  who  had  in- 
vited many  men  of  learning  and  of  fcience  to 
meet  him?  In  the  middle  of  the  dinner,  one  of 
them,  Dr.Torie,  drank  to  Peyrefc  out  of  an  im- 
menfe  cup,  filled  with  ftrong  wine,  and  pledged 
him  to  drink  it  after  him.  Peyrefc  excufed 
himfelf,  no  lefs  on  account  of  the  fize  of  the 
cup,  than  on  account  of  the  liquor  it  contained  \ 
giving  as  reafons,  the  weaknefs  pf  his  ftomach, 
*  and 
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&nd  his  not  being  at  all  ufed  to  drink  wine. 
The  excufe,  however,  was  not  allowed,  and  he 
confented  to  drink  after  Dr.  Torie,  provided  he 
might  afterwards  be  permitted  to  challenge  him 
in  any  liquor  that  he  pleafed.  To  this  the 
company  as  well  as  the  Do6lor  confented.  Pey- 
refc  then  immediately  taking  the  bowl  in  his 
hand,  drank  it  off  boldly,  all  at  once,  and  fill- 
ing it  again  with  water,  he  drank  to  Dr.  Torie. 
The  Doftor,  little  ufed  to  fuch  potions,  beheld 
him  with  aftonifhment  and  affright ;  yet,  as  he 
was  not  allowed  to  recede  from  his  agreement, 
he  puffed  and  blowed,  put  the  ciip  often  to  his 
mouth,  and  as  often  took  it  away  again,  pour- 
ing out  at  the  intervals  fo  many  verfes  from  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Poets,  that  the  day  was  near 
expended  before  he  could  get  all  the  water  down 
his  throat,  fo  little  was  he  accuftomed  to  fo  fri- 
gid a  beverage. 

Gaffendi,  who  wrote  the  Life  of  Peyrefc  ill 
very  elegant  Latin,  mentions  this  ftory.  Gaf- 
fendi's  Life  was  tranflated  into  Engrifh  by  Dr. 
Rand,  who  dedicated  it  to  Mr.  Evelyn,  the 
Author  of  "  Sylva,"  whom,  from  the  general 
extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  his  love  of  learn- 
ing, he  calls  "  the  Englilh  Peyrtsfc.- 

Gaffendi,  in  his  Life  of  Peyrefc,  mentions  a 
very  curious  coincidence  of  an  event  after  a 

q  4  dream. 
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dream,  which,  had  it  happened  to  a  man  of  a 
lefs  forcible  mind  than  that  of  Peyrefc,  might 
have  rendered  him  fuperftitious  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  life, 

Peyrefc  and  M.  Rainier  lodged  together  at 
an  inn  in  the  mid-way  between  Montpellier 
and  Nifmes.    They  went  to  bed  in  the  fame 
room,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  night  Rainier 
hearing  his  friend  make  a  great  noife  in  his  lleep, 
awoke  him,  and  afked  him  what  was  the  matter 
with  him  that  his  lleep  was  fo  difturbed,  "  Alas ! 
"  mY  good  friend,"  replied  Peyrefc,  u  you  have 
fpoiled  the  mod  agreeable  dream  I  ever  had. 
"  I  dreamed  that  I  was  at  Nifmes,  and  that  a 
"  goldfmith  of  that  city  offered  me  a  golden 
"  coin  of  Julius  Csefar  for  four  quart  d'ecus, 
"  and  juft  as  I  was  giving  him  the  money  you 
"  awoke  me."    Peyrefc,  thinking  no  more  of 
his  dream,  went  to  Nifmes,  and  while  his  din- 
ner was  getting  ready  he  walked  about  the 
town,  and  went  (as  his  cuftorn  was)  into  a  gold- 
fmith's  ihop  to  afk  if  he  had' any  thing  curious 
to  difpofe  of.    The  goldfmith  toid  him  that 
he  had  a  coin  of  Julius  C^efar  in  gold.    Pey-  ■ 
refc,  taking  the  coin,  afked  him  the  price  of  it, 
and  was  told  that  it  was  four  quart  d'ecus.  Pey- 
refc returned  to  the  inn  of  his  friend,  and  tolcj 
him  with  great  rapture,  that  his  dream,  whjch 

his 
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his  kindnefs  had  interrupted,  was  then  realized 
indeed. 


LOUIS  THE  FOURTEENTH, 

CALLED  THE  GREAT- 
[1643— I  7  15/] 

From  a  converfation  the  great  Prince  of 
Conde  had  with  this  Prince  when  he  was  very 
young,  he  faid  of  him  to  Cardinal  Mazarin, 
"  There  is  ftufF  enough  in  him  to  make  three 
"  Kings  and  one  honeft  man."  The  flattery 
and  fervility  of  his  fubjedts  deftroyed  in  Louis 
the  kingly  part  of  his  character ;  that  of  the 
honeft  man  remained,  as  Louis  was  fuppofed, 
during  his  very  long  reign,  never  to  have  broken 
any  promife  which  he  had  made,  nor  ever  to 
have  betrayed  a  fecret  confided  to  him. 

Louis,  from  very  early  life,  appears  to  have 
been  modeft  and  prudent.  Segrais  fays,  that 
when  this  Monarch  was  about  feventeen  years 
of  age,  he  followed  him  and  his  brother,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  out  of  the  play-houfe,  and 
that  he  heard  the  Duke  afk  the  King,  what  he 
thought  of  the  play  they  had  jufl  then  been 
feeing,  and  which  had  been  well  received  by 

the 
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the  audience.  "  Brother,"  replied  Louis,  "  do 
"  not  you  know  that  I  never  pretend  to  give  my 
**  opinion  on  any  thing  that  I  do  not  perfectly 
"  underftand  ?" 

In  Peliflbn's  Works  there  are  fome  notes  of  a 
converfation  that  pafled  between  Louis,  three 
noblemen,  and  himfelf,  at  the  fiege  of  Lifle  in 
1667.  Louis,  after  mentioning  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  that  had  occurred  during  the  fiege  of 
this  town,  adds,  "  All  thefe  circumftances  have 
"  only  ferved  to  render  my  courage  ftronger ;  and 
"  as  they  are  in  general  known  to  my  army,  I 
"  was  afraid  that  they  would  intimidate  my 
"  foldiers ;  and  feeing  that  our  fuccefs  would 
"  depend  upon  our  extreme  vigilance  and  ac- 
"  tlvity,  and  in  our  preventing  the  inhabitants 
"  of  the  place  from  becoming  foldiers,  which 
"  they  would  do,  if  they  were  to  gain  the  leaft 
"  advantage  over  us,  I  thought  that  there  was 
"  nothing  but  my  example,  and  that  of  my 
<c  Officers,  and  of  my  Nobility,  that  could  in- 
"  fpire  my  army  with  an  extraordinary  courage, 
"  that  at  firft  aftonifhed  the  enemy.  On  thefe 
"  accounts,  I  have  been  anxious  that  my  pre- 
"  fence  fhould  animate  every  aftion  of  my  fol- 
<c  diers ;  and  that  nothing  whatever  might  ef- 
"  cape  me,  I  have  pafled  every  night  with  the 
"  advanced  guard,  at  the  head  of  my  fquadrons* 

"  and 
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a  and  I  have  fpent  every  day  in  the  trenches, 
"  fo  that  if  the  enemy  wilhed  to  make  any  at- 
"  tempt  upon  my  lines,  or  thought  fit  to  make 
H  any  fortie  from  the  town,  I  might  have  been 
"  prepared  to  charge  upon  them  with  all  my 
"  Court.  Thefe  then  are  the  true  reafons  that 
6i  have  made  me  appear  perhaps  a  little  more  ac- 
"  tive  at  the  head  of  my  army  than  a  King  ought 
"  to  be  (who  had  not  all  thefe  motives),  and 
u  in  my  fituation  I  am  better  pleafed  with  be- 
"  ing  a  little  too  rafh,  when  I  fee  the  enemy, 
f|  than  with  being  a  little  too  prudent.  Yet 
"  ftill  you  fee  the  enemy  have  fo  far  refpe&ed 
ff  my  perfon  hitherto,  that  they  have  not  yet 
"  fired  at  me,  as  they  could  eafily  have  done  ; 
u  and  I  hope  that  God  will  yet  preferve  my  life 
"  a  long  time,  for  the  good  of  my  kingdom, 
"  and  that  I  may  live  to  acknowledge  your 
V  fervices  and  your  friendfhip. 

f*  I  know  well,"  added  Louis,  "  that  ca- 
"  lumny  attacks  the  perfons  of  Kings  as  well  as 
"  thofe  of  other  men ;  and  though  its  arrows 
"  are  more  concealed,  they  do  not  fail  to  pene- 
"  trate  the  heart  of  every  Sovereign,  when  ti  ey 
"  are  only  defended  by  the  external  marks  of 
*  royalty.  When  a  King  is  pleafed  with  be 
H  ing  himfelf  continually  praifed,  and  when 
*c  his  heart  is  as  little  nice  as  fas  c::.ls,  he  is  not 

44  uii^Jci!  y 
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"  unufually  the  only  perfon  in  his  kingdom 
"  that  is  fatisfied  with  himfelf.  Our  facred  per* 
"  fon  alone  does  not  render  our  reputation 
"  facred ;  and  though  I  know  very  well,  that 
"  there  ought  to  be  a  great  deal  of  difference 
U.  between  the  courage  of  a  King  and  that  of  a 
"  private  perfon,  our  good  actions  and  our  vir- 
u  tues  can  alone  infure  us  immortality, 

"  Kings  are  more  cruelly  treated  with  re- 
"  fpeft  to  their  condud  than  other  men,  as 
"  their  hearts  are  not,  like  their  aftions,  ex- 
*'  pofed  to  the  eyes  of  their  fubje&s.  Subjefts 
"  in  general  judge  of  the  aftions  of  Princes 
"  from  their  own  interefts  and  their  own  paf- 
u  fions,  and  .very  rarely  according  to  candour 
"  and  juftice.  Thus  it  happens  that  Kings 
W  are  often  blamed  for  what  they  ought  to  be 
"  praifed,  and  when  perhaps,  to  perform  their 
"  duty  properly,  they  are  forced  to  facrifice 
"  every  thing  to  the  good  of  their  people.  I 
€C  have  always  thought,  that  the  firft  virtue 
u  in  a  Sovereign  is  that  of  firmnefs  of  mind, 
"  and  that  he  fhould  never  permit  his  refolu- 
"  tion  to  be  fhaken  either  by  blame  or  by 
"  praife  ->  and  that  to  govern  well  the  kingdom 
u  entrufted  to  his  care,  the  happinefs  of  his 
"  fubjefts  (hould  be  the  pole  to  which  his 
"  aftions  fhould  point,  without  taking  the  leaft 

"  notice 
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"  notice  of  the  ftorms  and  the  different  tern- 
"  pefts  that  may  agitate  his  fhip." 

Louis  when  he  was  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
wrote  fome  directions  for  his  fon  (le  Grand 
Dauphin,  as  he  was  called),  which  are  preferved 
in  the  King's  Library  at  Paris.  Peliffon  is 
fuppofed  to  have  correded  them.  They  begin 
thus : 

"  You  will  find  nothing,  my  fon,  fo  com- 
"  pletely  laborious  as  great  idlenefs,  if  you 
"  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  that  vice ; 
"  difgufted  in  the  firft  place  with  bufinefs, 
u  afterwards  with  your  pleafures,  and  at  laft 
"  with  the  idlenefs  itfelf,  and  looking  in  vain 
u  for  that  which  you  can  never  find,  the  fweets 
"  of  repofe  and  of  leifure,  without  fome  occu- 
"  pation  or  fome  fatigue  that  mufi  always  pre- 
li  cede  that  happy  ftate. 

f  The  principal  bufinefs  of  a  King  is  to  let 
"  good  fenfe  have  fair  play  in  every  thing. 
"  Good  fenfe  ads  naturally,  and  without  any 
"  great  effort.  What  employs  us  properly  is 
"  very  often  attended  with  lefs  fatigue  than 
"  that  which  would  merely  amufe  us,  and  the 
u  utility  of  it  is  always  evident,  A  King  can 
a  have  no  fatisfa&ion  equal  to  that  of  being 

«  able 
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c!  »We  to  obferve  every  day  how  much  he  has 
45  increafed  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedte,  and 
"  how  thofe  excellent  proje&s  fucceed,  of  which 
"  himfelf  gave  the  plan  and  the  defign. 

"  Confider  after  all,  my  dear  fon,  that  we  not 
<c  only  are  deficient  in  gratitude,  and  in  juftice, 
cf  but  in  prudence  and  in  good  fenfe,  when  we 
u  do  not  pay  the  proper  degree  of  veneration  to 
"  that  Being  whofe  vicegerents  (lieutenans)  only 
iC  we  are." 

In  thefe  obfervations  the  natural  good  fenfe 
and  good  intentions  of  the  Monarch  break  out, 
in  fpite  of  the  wretched  and  confined  education 
which  Mazarin  gave  him,  in  order  completely 
to  govern  him,  and  of  which  he  and  his  people 
ever  afterwards  felt  the  ill  effedts.  Abbe  dc 
Longuerue  fays  of  Louis,  "  that  he  was  natu- 
"  rally  a  great  friend  qf  juftice,  and  of  good- 
c<  intentions,  but  that  he  was  extremely  igno- 
"  rant  in  matters  of  fcience  and  literature ;" 
or,  as  he  puts  it  more  flrongly  f  it  ne  fcavoit 
"  rien  de  rien.  So,"  fays  he  "  his  Majefty  was 
"  continually  deceived.  He  was  really  afraid 
"  of  men  of  parts.  //  craignit  les  efprits,  that 
"  was  his  expreffion.  A  Foreign  minifter," 
adds  the  Abbe,  "  ufed  to  fay,  that  there  were- 

"  moft 
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*  moft  afluredly  in  Louis  the  Fourteenth's 
f<  time  many  men  of  merit  in  France,  but 
"  that  really  he  never  faw  one  of  them  in 
"  place." 

Louis  had  a  violent  paflion  for  building,  and 
preferred,  it  feems,  the  marfhy  and  low  fitu* 
ation  of  Verfailles  to  the  dry  and  elevated  file 
of  St.  Germain,  that  he  might  not  fee  from 
his  windows  the  fteeples  of  the  Royal  Abbey 
of  St.  Denis,  in  which  his  predeceffbrs  had 
been  buried,  and  in  which  himfelf  was  to  reft. 
How  mortified  would  this  Prince  have  been, 
had  he  known,  that  in  all  the  public  and  pri- 
vate edifices  taken  together  which  he  had  caufed 
to  be  built,  there  are  according  to  the  calcula- 
tion of  a  celebrated  Scotch  Antiquary  at  Rome, 
fewer  cubic  feet  of  mafonry  than  in  the  fingle 
fabric  erefted  by  a  Roman  Emperor,  the  Am- 
phitheatre of  Vefpafian ! 

Louis  had  the  merit  of  knowing  his  own  ig- 
norance in  literary  matters ;  for  when  once  on 
his  paflage  •  to  the  Army  in  Flanders,  he  had 
occafion  to  fpend  fome  time  at  a  fmall  Abbey 
of  Benedi&ins,  the  Prior  talked  to  his  Majefiy 
about  the  charters  it  contained.  "  Alas,  Sir," 
replied  Louis,  "  you  are  much  too  learned  for 

"  me! 
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<c  me  !  My  coufin  the  Prince  of  Conde  will  be 
"  here  in  a  few  days :  you  may  tell  all  this  to 
<c  him ;  he  is  the  Do&or  of  our  family/ ? 

Louis  one  day  afked  Racine,  who  was  the 
French  writer  that  had  done  moil  honour  to 
his  reign.  Racine  replied,  u  Moliere,  Sire." 
"  I  did  not  think  fo,"  anfwered  Louis,  "  but 
"  you  are  a  better  judge  of  thefe  matters  than 
*  I  am." 

As  Louis's  walk  was  different  from  that  of  his 
Courtiers,  fo  was  his  pronunciation.  Francois, 
the  name  of  his  fubjedts,  he  always  pronounced 
like  the  name  of  the  Saint. 

Louis,  on  hearing  fome  public  Speaker  make 
ufe  of  thefe  words,  "  Le  Rot  et  V  Etat"  ex- 
claimed loudly,  "  VEtat!  c'eji  moi."  And 
well  indeed  might  he  make  that  exclamation; 
for  when,  in  the  diftreffes  of  his  kingdom,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  confulted  the  Doc- 
tors of  the  Sorbonne  whether  he  might  raife 
taxes  by  his  own  authority,  without  the  forma- 
lity of  their  being  regiftered  by  the  Parliaments 
of  his  kingdom,  they  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

in 
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In  art  Infcription  under  his  ftatue  he  was 
thus  ftiled  :  "  The  glory  of  Kings,  the  delight 

*  of  the  human  race*  the  terror  of  his  enemies, 
*c  the  idol  of  his  fubjefts,  and  the  admiration 

*  of  all." 

 nihil  efty  quod  credere  de  fe 

Non  po/Jity  cum  laudatur  Diis  aqua  potejlas. 

Ye  fhamelefs  flatterers  of  a  mortal's  pride, 
Your  Monarch's  power  with  that  of  Jove  divide: 
Crufh'd  by  his  dire  and  arbitrary  fway, 
Yourfelves  ftiall  curfe  th'  idolatry  ye  pay. 

Segrais  fays,  "  that  fome  young  Noblemen, 
"  who  were  about  the  perfon  of  Louis  the 
"  Fourteenth,  were  talking  one  day  before  him 
cc  (when  he  was  about  eleven  years  old)  of  the 
"  defpotic  power  of  the  Emperors  of  Turkey, 
"  and  what  great  things  they  did  in  confe- 

*  quence  of  it.  Aye,"  faid  the  young  Prince, 
w  this  may  be  called  reigning  indeed."  The 
Marfhal  d'Eftrees,  who  happened  to  be  prefent, 
faid,  "  Your  Majefty  perhaps  does  not  know, 
*c  that  even  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have 
"  known  three  or  four  of  thefe  Emperors  put 
"  to  death  by  the  bow-ftring  "  Mar  dial  de 
Villeroi,  Governor  to  the  young  King,  imme- 
diately arofe  from  his  feat,  went  up  to  d'Ef- 
trees, and  thanked  him  for  the  excellent  leflbn 
which  he  had  given  to  his  royal  pupil, 

vol.  iv.  ft  Louis 
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Louis  feems  to  have  had  one  part  of  an 
honeft  and  ingenuous  mind:  he  was  inclined 
to  take  advice,  and  to  alter  his  conduct  when 
he  was  convinced  it  was  wrong.  His  perfon 
was  very  beautiful,  and  he  was  very  fond  of 
exhibiting  it.  He  very  often  danced  upon  the 
ftage  of  Verfailles  in  fome  of  Quinault's  Operas. 
Racine,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Britannicus,  had  the 
boldnefs  and  the  kindnefs  to  fay  of  Nero, 

II  excelle  a  conduire  un  char  dans  fa  carriere^ 

A  difputer  des  prix  indignes  de  fes  mains, 

A  fe  dormer  lui  meme  en  fpettade  an  Remains* 

With  futile  (kill  and  ill-direcled  grace, 

He  pants  to  outftrip  the  chariots  in  the  race. 

Gazed  at  by  millions  of  plebeian  eyes, 

From  his  own  fubjedts  hands  he  leeks  the  prize  ; 

A  prize  that  but  proclaims  the  victor's  (hame  > 

How  far  below  a  Monarch's  nobler  aim  ! 

The  judicious  Monarch  took  the  hint,  and 
never  afterwards  appeared  upon  the  ftage. 

Louis,  who  had  excellent  natural  fenfe,  and 
who  was  by  no  means  fanguinary,  was  moft 
probably  led  into  the  cruelties  which  he  per- 
mitted to  be  exercifed  againft  his  Proteftant 
fubjedts,  by  his  fanatical  Chancellor  Le  Tellier, 
and  his  Confeflbr  of  the  fame  name ;  for  in  the 
InftruSions  to  hib  Son  before  mentioned  in  this 
Article,  he  tells  him,  "  It  appears  to  me,  my 

"  fon, 
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tt  Ton,  that  thofe  perfons  who  wifh  to  employ 
*  extreme  and  violent  meafures  do  not  under- 
u  ftand  the  nature  of  this  evil,  occafioned,  in, 
*c  part,  by  the  heat  of  the  imagination  ;  which 
"  fliould  rather  be  fuffered  to  die  away,  and 
"  to  extinguilh  itfelf  infenfibly,  than  to  be  in~ 
u  flamed  afrefh  by  ftrong  oppofition;  more  par- 
u  ticularly  when  the  corruption  is  not  confined 
"  to  a  fmall  number  of  perfons  who  are  known, 
"  but  diffufed  through  all  parts  of  the  State. 
€C  And  befides,  thefe  Reformers  fpeak  truth 
"  upon  many  fubjedts.  The  befh  method, 
<c  then,  to  reduce  by  degrees  the  number  of 
"  the  Huguenots  in  my  kingdom,  was  moil 
"  certainly  not  that  of  continually  haraffing 
u  them  with  fome  new  and  rigorous  edict. " 

"  Opufcules  Liter  aires"  Paris  1767. 

Louis,  who  affecled  to  ftyle  himfelf  "  Le 
u  Doyen  des  Rois"  the  Father  of  the  Kings  of 
his  time,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  the  number 
of  years  in  which  he  had  reigned,  ufed  oc- 
cafionally  to  make  this  very  melancholy  obfer- 
vation  :  "  When  I  beftow  a  favour,  I  make  one 
"  perfon  ungrateful,  and  nineteen  perfons  dif- 
u  contented." 

M.  du  Frefne  took  occafion  one  day  to  re- 
mark to  this  Prince,  that  he  did  not  appear  to 

R  2  be 
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be  fufficiently  cautious  in  the  liberty  which  he 
gave  to  every-one  to  approach  his  perfon,  and 
more  particularly  when  he  was  at  war  with  a 
Nation  *  that  were  irritated  againft  him,  and 
were  capable  of  attempting  any  thing.  "  I  have 
"  received,  Sir,"  faid  Louis,  "  a  great  many 
"  hints  like  this-;  in  fhort,  if  I  were  capable  of 
"  taking  them,  my  life  would  not  be  worth 
u  having:  it  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  he  will 
"  difpofe  of  it  as  he  pleafes,  and  therefore  I  do 
"  not  prefume  to  make  the  lead  alteration  in 
"  my  condud." 

Louis  was  once  harangued  by  a  very  indif- 
ferent orator,  to  whom  his  Majefty  paid  a  hand- 
fome  compliment.  A  Lady  who  wras  prefent 
appeared  much  furprized  at  the  civil  things 
that  Louis  faid  to  him.  "  I  think  indeed,  Ma- 
"  clam,  as  you  do  of  the  fpeaker,"  faid  the 
Monarch;  "  but  if  a  civil  word  or  two  will 
"  render  a  man  happy,  he  muft  be  a  wretch  in- 
"  deed  who  will  not  give  them  to  him." 

This  Prince  had  granted  a  pardon  to  a  Noble- 
man who  had  committed  fome  very  great  crime. 
M.  Voifin,  the  Chancellor,  ran  to  him  in  his 
clofet,  and  exclaimed,  "  Sire,  you  cannot  par- 


*  The  Dutch. 
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"  don  a  perfon  in  the  fituation  of  M.  ." 

"  I  have  promifed  him,"  replied  the  King,  who 
was  ever  impatient  of  contradiction;  "go  and 

"  fetch  the  Great  Seal."— «  But,  Sire,  " 

"  — Pray  Sir  do  as  I  order  you."  The  Chan- 
cellor returns  with  the  feals,  Louis  applies  them 
himfelf  to  the  inftrument  containing  the  par- 
don, and  gives  them  again  to  the  Chancellor. 
"  They  are  polluted  now,  Sire,"  exclaims  this 
intrepid  and  excellent  Magiftrate,  pufhing  them 
from  him  on  the  table,  "  I  cannot  take  them 
c?  again," — "  What  an  impra&icable  man!" 
cries  the  Monarch,  and  throws  the  pardon  into 
the  fire.  "  I  will  now,  Sire,  take  them  again : 
?•  the  fire,  you  know,  purifies  every  thing," 

One  of  this  Monarch's  favourite  Valet-de- 
Chainbres  had  a  law  fuit  with  his  uncle,  and  re- 
quelled  the  King  to  take  a  part  in  it  for  him. 
"  Alas  !  Sire,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  no  very  great 
*f  difficulty ;  you  have  only  to  fpeak  one  little 
"  word." — "  That,  my  friend,"  replied  Louis, 
"  gives  me  the  leaft  apprehenfion.  But,  were 
€*  you  now  in  your  uncle's  fituation,  fhould  you 
"  like  that  I  fhould  fpeak  that  little  word  ?" 

In  1673  the  Dauphin  was  afflidtcd  with  a 
diforder  of  no  great  confequence,  which  fome 
of  the  tatlers  about  the  Court  of  Veriailles  af- 
R  3  fc&ed 
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fe6ted  to  attribute  to  the  feverity  with  which  he 
wrr  treated  by  his  Governor,  the  excellent  Due 
de  Mjntaufier.  Louis,  however,  foon  filenced 
this  nonfeiife,  by  faying,  "  I  have  only  one  fon ; 
"  yet  I  had  much  rather  that  he  fliould  die, 
"  than  that  he  fliould  not  know  his  duty,  and 
"  fo  become  a  burden  and  a  curfe  to  his 
"  people/* 

"  I  had  once,"  fays  Duclos,  "  the  curiofity 
to  make  out,  from  the  papers  of  M.  Col- 
"  bert,  the  amount  of  the  fums  of  money 
"  given  away  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in 
"  penfions  to  men  of  learning,  of  talents,  and 
"  of  knowledge,  as  well  in  foreign  countries 
"  ac  in  his  own.  It  did  not  exceed  66,300 
"  livres;  52,300  livres  to  Frenchmen,  and 
"  14,000  to  ftrangers ;  making,  in  the  whole, 
u  about  three  thoufand  and  four  hundred 
"  pounds  fterling  a  year  }**  the  expence  of  a 
few  hours  only  of  the  deftru&ive  wars  in  which 
he  engaged  his  country. 

Louis,  on  his  death-bed,  thus  addreffed  his 
infant  grandfon,  afterwards  Louis  XV. 

"  My  dear  child,  you  will  very  foon  be- 
"  come  the  King  of  a  great  country.  What  I 
"  wifh  particularly  to  recommend  to  you,  is, 

44  never 
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"  never  to  forget  the  obligations  you  have  to 
"  your  Creator.  Remember  that  by  his  power 
"  alone  you  are  every  thing  that  you  are. 

"  Strive  to  preferve  peace  with  your  neigh- 
w  bours.  I  have  been  too  fond  of  war.  Do 
u  not  imitate  me  in  that,  nor  in  the  great  ex- 
if  pences  in  which  I  have  been  involved. 

.  "  Take  advice  in  every  thing ;  and  be  care- 
"  ful  to  inform  yourfelf  what  advice  is  beft, 
"  and  always  follow  it. 

"  Eafe  your  fubjedts  from  taxes  as  foon  as 
*  you  can,  and  you  will  then  have  the  happi- 
"  nefs  of  doing  that  which  I  had  the  misfor- 
u  tune  never  to  be  able  to  do*," 


PRINCE  OF  CONDK. 

The  term  petit  s  mattres  was  firft  applied  to 
this  great  General  and  his  followers,  who,  flufhed 
with  the  viftories  of  Lens,  &c.  which  they  had 
gained,  on  their  return  from  the  army  to  Paris, 

*  Thcfe  fentences  were,  till  the  beginning  of  the  French 
Revolution,  infcribed,  in  gold  letters,  over  the  head  of  the 
bed  in  which  the  Kings  of  France  ufed  to  deep. 

r  4  gave 


£48  PRINCE  OF  CONBE, 

gave  themfelves  a  great  many  airs,  and  were 
infufferably  impertinent  and  troublefome* 

Richelieu,  a  very  good  judge  of  men,  was 
much  (truck  with  the  precocity  of  talents  that 
appeared  in  this  Prince  when  he  was  very  young. 
He  told  Chavigny,  "  I  have  been  jufl:  now 
"  having  a  converfation  of  two  hours  with  the 
"  young  Duke  d'Enghuein  upon  the  art  mili^ 
"  tary,  upon  religion,  and  upon  the  interefts 
"  of  Europe :  he  will  be  the  greateft  General 
"  in  Europe,  and  the  firft  man  of  his  time, 
*6  and  perhaps  of  the  times  to  come." 

Louis  XIV.  who  could  never  forgive  the 
part  Conde  took  againft  him  in  the  Fronde, 
feems  never  to  have  entirely  given  him  his  CQn- 
fidence,  or  to  have  made  that  ufe  of  the  talent$ 
of  this  Prince  which  he  (houid  have  made. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  was  a  ftriking  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  obfervation  made  by  the  acute  Dr. 
Johnfon,  that  in  public  fpeaking  there  was 
often  mpre  of  knack  and  of  habit  than  of  real 
talent  or  knowledge  :  for  whilfh  Conde  never 
rofe  to  fpeak  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  but  to 
difgrace  himfelf,  G.afton  his  coufin,  with  a  mind 
very  inferior  to  his  in  every  refpeft,  was  very 
well  heard  in  that  Aflembly. 

His 
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His  Sovereign  Louis  XIV.  once  paid  Conde 
a  very  handfome  compliment.  The  Prince,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  was  very  lame  with  the 
gout,  and  was  one  day  in  that  fituation  apolo- 
gizing to  him  for  making  him  wait  for  him 
at  the  top  of  the  great  flair-cafe  at  Verfailles, 
which  he  was  afcending  very  llowly.  "  Alas  ! 
"  my  coufin,"  replied  he,  "  who  that  is  fo 
w  loaded  with  laurels  as  yourfelf  can  walk 
«  fall?" 

The  Prince  was  a  man  of  fome  learning  him- 
felf,  and  extremely  fond  of  the  converfation  of 
learned  and  ingenious  men.  Moliere,  Boileau, 
and  the  celebrated  writers  of  their  time,  were 
frequently  with  him  at  Chantilly,  He,  how- 
ever, expedlcd  as  much  deference  from  thefe 
great  men  in  literary  matters,  as  he  had  been 
ufed  to  exa£t  from  his  Officers  at  a  Council  of 
War.  Boileau,  however,  had  once  the  fpirit  to 
contradidl  him  on  fome  fubjeft  of  literature,  of 
which  moft  probably  he  knew  more  than  the 
Prince.  Conde  foon  fired,  and  darted  his  eyes 
upon  him,  fparkling  with  rage  and  indignation. 
"  Upon  my  word,"  faid  the  fatirift,  "  in  fu- 
*?  ture  I  will  take  particular  care  to  be  of  the 
M  fame  opinion  with  the  Prince  of  Conde  whea 
5  he  is  in  the  wrong/ ' 


Pains 
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Pains  had  been  early  taken  by  fome  of  the 
Prince's  fuppofed  friends  to  fhake  his  belief  in 
Chnftianity  he  always  replied,  "  You  give 
*  yourfcives  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary  trou- 
"  ble  :  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  will  always 
"  be  an  undeniable  proof  to  me  of  the  truth 
M  of  our  holy  religion." 

Some  writer  fays,  that  the  difpofition  of  a 
man  is  to  be  known  by  his  hand-writing.  This 
obfervation  feems  realized  in  this  great  Prince, 
who  was  a  man  of  a  very  violent  and  hafty 
temper.  Segrais  fays  of  him,  "  The  Prince 
"  of  Conde  ufed  to  write  without  taking  his 
"  pen  from  the  paper  till  he  had  finifhed  a  fen- 
"  tence,  and  without  putting  any  points  or 
f*  adjun&s  to  his  letters.5' 

"  A  good  General,"  faid  this  great  Prince, 
u  may  be  beaten,  but  he  can  never  be  fur- 
6£  prized." 

One  of  his  maxims  was,  that,  to  enable  a 
General  not  to  be  afraid  of  his  enemies  when 
they  were  near  to  him,  he  fhould  have  taken 
the  precaution  to  have  been  afraid  of  them 
when  they  were  at  a  diftance  from  him. 


Continually  fuccefsful  himfelf,  he  (till  made 
great  allowances  for  the  wrant  of  fuccefs  in 
9  others  j 
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others ;  and  when  all  the  military  men  of  his 
country  were  outrageous  at  M.  de  Crequi  on 
the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Confarbech,  he  nobly 
exclaimed,  like  a  man  who  judged  of  men 
from  themfelves,  and  not  from  what  had  hap- 
pened to  them,  "  All  that  M.  de  Crequi 
u  wanted  to  make  him  one  of  the  belt  Gone- 
"  rals  in  the  univerfe,  was  to  have  been  de- 
«  feated." 

In  1679  he  requeued  his  Sovereign  to  per- 
mit him  to  retire  to  his  Chateau  of  Chantilly, 
on  account  of  his  ill  health.  Louis  replied, 
"  It  is  with  the  greateft  regret  that  J  grant  you 
"  the  permiflion  you  define ;  for,  alas  !  my 
"  Coufin,  I  then  (hall  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
"  vi,ce  of  the  greateft  man  in  my  kingdom." 

In  his  retreat  he  amufed  himfelf  with  the 
embellilhment  of  his  domain,  with  his  books, 
and  with  the  converfation  of  a  few  friends, 
amongft  whom  were  Moliere,  Boileau,  and 
Father  Bouhours. 

On  his  death-bed  his  Confeflbr  told  him, 
that  he  could  not  adtiiinifter  to  him  the  facra- 
ments,  unlefs  he  pardoned  every  one  who  had 
offended  him.  "  Alas !  my  good  Father,'  *  re- 
plied he,  "  how  can  you  iniift  on  that  topic  ; 

"  you 
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"  you  who  know  very  well  that  I  never  enter- 
"  tained  the  lead  refentment  againft  any  per- 
u  fon  during  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  ?" 

When  he  took  leave  of  his  fon  the  Due 
cTEnghuein,  he  gave  him  his  blefling,  and  faid, 
fixing  his  eyes  upon  him  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate manner,  "  In  this  world,  my  fon,  which 
"  I  am  about  to  quit,  there  is  only  one  thing 
*•  that  is  folid  and  deferves  efteem ;  that  is,  to 
«  have  been  throughout  life  an  honeft  man  *." 


GASTON,  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS. 

Posterity  will  not  readily  forgive  this 
Prince  for  not  exerting  himfelf  fufficiently  to 
fave  his  friend,  the  illufhrious  Montmorency, 
from  the  fcaffold  j  the  fame  feeblenefs  of  mind 
Infe&ing  him  in  this,  as  on  moft  other  occafions. 

*  €i  This  life  (fays  the  excellent  Mr.  Locke,  in  the 
<c  laft  letter  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Mr.  Anthony  Collins) 
u  is  a  fcene  of  vanity  that  foon  pafTes  away,  and  affords  no 
iC  folid  fatisfaction  but  in  the  confeioufnefs  of  doing  well, 
•*  and  in  the  hopes  of  another  life.  This  is  what  I  can 
u  fay  upon  experience,  and  what  you  will  find  to  be  true 
€i  when  you  come  to  make  up  the  account.    AdieUj  I 

leave  my  belt  wifnes  with  you, 

"  Joan  Locke." 
During 
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During  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  had  his  mind 
been  fufficiently  fteady  and  determined,  he 
might  have  been  the  arbiter  of  his  divided  and 
diftra&ed  country. 

Antonio  Priuli  gives  this  melancholy  account 
of  the  latter  years  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
brother  to  one  Monarch,  and  uncle  to  another  : 

"  Gafton,"  fays  he,  u  on  the  King's  (Louis 
"  the  XlVth)  triumphant  return  into  Paris, 
"  with  his  mother  Anne  of  Auftria  and  the 
"  Cardinal,  fet  out  for  his  palace  near  Blois, 
"  without  feeing  or  taking  leave  of  his  Sove- 
11  reign  ;  and  having  been  in  the  former  part  of 
"  his  life  wholly  managed  by  his  fervants,  he 
u  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  in  the  latter  part 
"  of  it  to  the  management  of  his  wife,  Marga- 
"  ret  of  Lorraine.  He  became  a  great  fportf- 
"  man  and  a  greit  botanift,  and  not  only  be- 
"  came  devout  himfelf,  but  infpired  the  whole 
f  city  of  Blois  with  the  fame  fpirit.  He  died 
*■  (as  is  fuppofed)  of  a  lethargy,  having  had 
"  antimony  improperly  adminiftered  to  him  ; 
"  and  after  having  figured  away  as  a  Leader 
"  of  a  Party  and  a  Prince,  was  buried  in  the 
"  Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  with  a  private 
"  funeral,  the  Heralds  who  attended  the  corpfe 
u  being  barely  paid  their  charges.    Thus  end* 

«  ed," 
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"  a!,"  acids  Priuli,  "  Gafton  Duke  of  Orleans, 
"  who  having  been  a  hopeful  child,  paffed  his 
w  youth  in  pleafure,  always  under  the  direction 
"  of  his  own  fervants,  and  never  at  his  own 
"  difpofal." 

Gallon,  who  was  a  man  of  parts  though  not 
of  underftanding,  left  behind  him  "  Memoirs 

of  French  Hiilory  from  the  Year  1*608  to 
"  1635."    They  are  printed. 
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BROTHER  OF  LOUIS  THE  FOURTEENTH. 

Abbe  de  Longuerue  thus  defcribes  this 
Prince: 

"  He  was  continually  talking,  without  ever 
"  faying  any  thing.  He  never  had  but  one 
u  book,  his  mafs-book,  which  his  clerk  of  the 
"  clofbt  ufed  always  to  carry  in  his  pocket  for 
«  him." 

He  was  a  Prince  of  greater  bravery  than  his 
brother,  and  in  engagements  expofed  his  per- 
ron much  more.  This  mlde  Louis  fay  one  day 
tp  him,  after  a  battle,  **  Mon  frere,  vous  vou/ez 

"  done 
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"  done  devenir  fac-a-ierre"  The  celebrated 
Mothe  le  Vayer  was  Preceptor  to  this  Prince. 
His  fon,  the  Abbe  de  Vayer,  printed  in  1670  a 
tranflation  of  Florus  into  French,  made,  as  he 
faid,  by  this  Prince.  It  was  moft  probably  the 
work  of  the  Preceptor. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  married  Henrietta- 
Maria,  fitter  of  Charles  the  Second.  His  bro- 
ther, after  the  moft  ftridt  inquiry  that  he  was 
able  to  make  into  the  death  of  that  accom- 
plifhed  Princefs,  was  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  not  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  implicated  in  it. 


MADAME  DE  LA  VALIERE, 

MISTRESS  OF   LOUIS   THE  FOURTEENTH. 

This  beautiful  and  gentle-minded  woman 
feems,  differently  from  the  other  Miftreffes  of 
that  Prince,  to  have  loved  the  man  and  not  the 
Sovereign,  in  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  When  the 
death  of  the  fon  (he  had  by  that  Monarch  was 
announced  to  her,  "  Alas,"  faid  fhe,  "  I  have 
"  greater  reafon  to  be  grieved  for  his  birth 
"  than  for  his  death  W  Many  years  before  fhe 
died  (he  retired  into  the  Convent  of  the  Car- 

/  mclites 


256         MADAME  i>E  LA  V  ALT  ERE* 

melites  at  Paris,  where  fhe  endeavoured  to 
expiate  her  faults  by  the  moft  exemplary 
penitence.  Not  long  before  fhe  expired* 
{lie  exclaimed,  after  having  refufed  every  confo- 
iation  that  was  offered  her,  "  It  is  fit  that  fo 
<c  great  a  finner  as  myfelf  fhould  die  in  the 
*c  greateft  torments/' 

Whilft  fiie  was  in  the  Convent  fhe  wrote  a 
fmall  devotional  Treatife,  entitled,  "  Reflect 
"  tions  upon  the  Mercy  of  God."  The  ek> 
quent  Boffuet  preached  the  fermon  upon  her 
taking  the  veil,  at  which  were  prefent  Louis  the 
Fourteenth's  Queen  and  all  the  Court*  He 
took  his  text  from  the  following  paffage  in  the 
Apocalypfe:  "And  he  that  fat  upon  the  Throne 
"  /aid,  I  will  renezv  all  things." 

The  celebrated  pifture  of  the  Magdalen, 
painted  by  Le  Brun  for  the  Convent  in  which 
Madame  de  La  Valiere  refided,  has  been  falfely 
fuppofed  to  have  been  that  of  this  beautiful 
and  fincere  penitent.  The  features  are  entirely 
diffimilar. 


[   *57  J 


Madame  de  maintenon. 

Abbe  de  Choisy  dedicated  his  Tranflation 
&f  Thomas-a-Kempis  to  this  celebrated  lady* 
with  this  motto  from  the  Pfalms : 

tc  Hear  my  Daughter,  and  fee>  and  incline  thine  ear, 
c<  and  the  King  fliall  defire  thy  beauty." 

The  edition  was  foon  fupprefled. 

Madame  de  Maintenon  ufed  to  fay  of  her- 
felf,  "  I  was  naturally  ambitious.  I  fought 
"  againft  that  paffion*  I  really  thought  that  I 
"  fhould  be  happy  when  the  defires  that  I  had 
"  were  gratified.  That  infatuation  lafted  only 
u  three  days." 

"  Alas/'  fays  {he,  in  one  of  her  letters  to  her 
niece,  "  why  cannot  I  give  you  my  experience  ? 
"  why  cannot  I  fhew*  you  how  the  great  are 
"  devoured  by  ennui,  and  with  what  difficulty 
"  they  get  through  their  day  ?  Do  not  you 
<c  fee  that  I  die  of  mifery  in  a  fituation  fo 
"  much  beyond  my  moft  extravagant  wifhes  ? 
u  I  have  been  young  and  pretty,  and  was  a 
"  general  favourite.  In  a  more  advanced  age, 
"  I  fpent  my  time  in  cultivating  my  under- 
u  Handing  by  reading  and  by  convcrfation. 

VOL.   IV.  5  "  At 
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"  At  laft  I  have  procured  the  favour  of  my 
"  Sovereign,  and  I  can  affure  you  that  all  thefe 
"  different  fituations  leave  a  terrible  void  in  the 
u  mind/' 

"  Could  any  thing,1'  fays  Voltaire,  "  unde- 
"  ceive  mankind  with  refpe£t  to  ambition,  this 
"  letter  would  have  that  effe<£L" 

Madame  de  Maintenon  one  day  afked  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  for  fome  money  to  distribute 
in  alms.  "  Alas,  Madam/'  replied  that  Prince, 
"  what  I  give  in  alms  are  merely  frelh  burthens 
"  upon  my  people.  The  more  money  I  give 
"  away,  the  more  I  take  from  them.  "  This"," 
u  Sire  is  true,"  replied  Madame  de  Maintenon, 
cc  but  it  is  right  to  eafe  the  wants  of  thofe  whom 
<c  your  former  taxes  to  fupply  the  expences 
<c  of  your  wars  and  of  your  buildings  have  fe- 
?  duced  to  mifery.  It  is  truly  juft  that  thofe 
"  who  have  been  ruined  by  you  fliould  be  ftjp-» 
"  ported  by  you." 

Madame  de  Maintenon  was  moil  aflu redly 
married  to  Louis.  She  furvived  him  fome  years, 
and  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans  took  care  that 
the  penfion  the  King  had  left  her  fliould  be  re- 
gularly paid. 

Peter 
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Peter  the  Great,  when  he  came  to  Paris,  was 
very  anxious  to  fee  Madame  de  Maintenon. 
She  was  very  infirm,  and  in  bed  when  he  vifited 
her.  Pie  drew  afide  the  curtains  to  look  at  that 
face  which  had  captivated  her  Sovereign.  A 
blufh  o'erfpread  her  pale  cheeks  for  an  inftant. 
The  Czar  retired. 


MASQUE  DE  FER. 

The  following  account  of  this  celebrated  per- 
fonage  is  given  on  the  authority  of  M.  Falconet, 
a  learned  and  eloquent  Counfellor  of  the  laft 
Parliament  of  Dauphine. 

%'  In  the  manufcript  Memoirs  of  M.  de  la 

"  Reinterie,  lately  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 

"  Marquis  de  Mefmon- Roman,  at  Paris,  M. 

"  de  la  Reinterie  fays,  That  when  he  com- 

"  manded  in  the  fortrefs  of  Pignerol,  a  prifonei* 

<c  who  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of  that  place, 

"  one  day  fhut  the  door  of  his  room  with  great 

"  violence  upon  the  officer  who  waited  upon 

"  him,  and  ran  immediately  down  ftairs,  in 

u  order  to  efcapc  from  his  confinement :  he 

"  was,  however,  flopped  by  the  centinel  at  the 

"  bottom  of  the  ftairs.    The  officer  in  the 

"  mean  time  cried  out  from  the  window,  that 

s  2  M  the 
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"  the  prifoner  was  making  his  efcape,  and  re* 
<:  quefted  the  affiftance  of  the  garrifon.  The 
<c  officer  upon  guard  immediately  came  up 
"  and  laid  hold  of  the  prifoner,  who  was  fcuf- 
"  fling  with  the  centinel.  The  officer  drew 
"  his  fword,  when  the  prifoner  cried  out  in 
"  a  very  commanding  tone  of  voice,  Songez 
"  a  ce  que  vous  faites,  Monjieur :  Rejpeftez  le 
"  SanZ  vos  Souverains — Take  care  what  you 
"  do,  Sir :  Refpeft  the  blood  of  your  Sove- 
w  reigns.  In  the  mean  time  the  officer  who 
"  had  been  locked  in  came  down  ftairs,  and, 
u  on  hearing  what  the  prifoner  had  faid,  put 
"  his  hand  upon  his  mouth,  and  defired  all  the 
"  perfons  prefent  never  to  mention  what  they 
"  had  heard  him  fay ;  who  was  immediately 
"  reconducted  to  his  old  apartment,  and  guard- 
"  ed  with  more  care  than  before. 


"  M.  de  la  Reinterie  fays,  that  he  told  the 
"  ftory  to  a  few  confidential  perfons  about 
"  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  whofe  names  he 
€€  mentions  in  his  Memoirs,  and  that,  except 
4C  to  them,  he  always  preferved  the  moft  pro- 
*£  found  fecrccy  of  this  very  extraordinary  cir- 
u  cumftance." 

In  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Miniflers  of  the 
hie  King  of  France,  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  the 

fecret 
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fecrct  of  this  extraordinary  perfonage  died  with 
Louis  the  Fifteenth  and  M.  d'Argenfon,  Lieu- 
tenant de  Police.  He  was  buried  in  the  church 
next  to  the  Baftile,  at  Paris,  by  the  name  of 
MarchialL 


HENRY, 

FIFTH  DUKE  OF  GUISE, 

was  the  grand fon  of  Henry  Duke  of  Guile, 
iurnamed  La  Balafre.  He  was  intended  for 
the  profeffion  of  the  Church,  and  at  a  very 
early  age  was  presented  to  the  Archbifhopric 
of  Rheims,  which  he  quitted,  as  well  as  the  habit 
of  a  Pried,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  to  marry 
Anne,  Princeis  of  Mantua.  The  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu  oppofing  the  match,  he  fled  with  his 
miftrefs  to  Cologne,  where  he  quitted  her  for 
Madame  de  Boflut,  whom  he  married,  and 
whom  he  likewife  quitted  and  returned  to 
Paris.  The  difpolition  of  his  anceftors  however 
foon  after  difcovering  itfelf  in  him,  he  engaged 
in  the  confpiracy  of  the  Count  de  Soilibns  and 
the  Court  of  Spain  againft  Richelieu.  After 
having  fled  from  France  to  Rome  on  the  dis- 
covery of  the  plot,  he  was  condemned  by  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  to  lofe  his  head.  He  foon 
afterwards  broke  with  the  Spaniards,  declared 

s  3  againft 
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againft  them,  and  in  1647  was  ele&ed  by  the 
Neapolitans,  who  had  revolted  againft  Philip 
the  Fourth,  the  General  of  their  armies ;  and 
the  defender  of  their  liberty.    He  accepted 
thefe  honours  with  great  willingnefs,  and  with 
a  fingle  felucca  made  his  way  through  the  Spa- 
nifli  fleet  to  Naples,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  greateft  acclamations  of  joy ;  and  from 
whence,  after  experiencing  fome  fuccefs*  and 
having  behaved  with  greater  courage  than  con- 
duct, not  being  properly  feconded  by  the  Court 
of  France,  he  was  obliged  to  fly,  and  being 
taken  prifoner  by  fome   Spanifh  troops,  was 
carried  to  Spain,  where  he  remained  till  1652. 
After  his  return  to  Paris,  he  diffipated  amongft 
the  pleafures  of  that  Capital,  the  affliflion  which 
the  lofs  of  a  Crown  fo  near  to  him  had  occa^ 
floned,    He  made  a  confpicuous  figure  with 
the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  celebrated  tourna- 
ment of  1660  in  Paris.    They  were  ftiled  by 
the  Parifians,  "  Les  Heros  de  THifioire  &  de  fa 
"  Fable*." 

During  the  revolution  of  Naples,  one  of  the 
mob,  accompanied  by  a  troop  of  banditti, 

*  The  name  of  the  Duke  of  Guife*s  Secretary  was  Ce- 
rifantes.  The  Duke  faid,  on  fetting  out  for  Naples,  u  Every 
u  thing  iti  this  expedition  exhibits  fomething  of  romance, 
u  even  to  the  name  of  the  Secretary," 

treated 
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treated  him  with  great  infolence ;  boafting,  that 
as  he  had  cut  off  the  head  of  the  Duke  de 
Matalone,  he  would  likewife  cut  off  his  head. 
The  Duke,  indignant  at  fuch  brutality,  clapped 
{purs  to  his  horfe,  pufhed  him  down,  and  rode 
over  him.  Some  one  afking  him  if  he  was 
not  afraid  to  do  this,  as  he  Ihould  rather  have 
endeavoured  to  appeafe  than  irritate  the  po- 
pulace of  Naples,  he  replied  with  a  fmile,  "  I 
"  am  not  afraid  of  the  mob.  When  God 
"  forms  a  man  of  quality,  he  always  puts  fome- 
"  thing  between  his  two  eyes,  which  a  common 
"  man  can  never  venture  to  look  at  without 
trembling. " 

The  Duke  being  one  day  purfued  and  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  number  of  the  people 
of  Naples,  who  threatened  to  kill  him,  he 
turned  round  with  great  fang  j roiJ,  and  laid 
hold  of  one  of  the  principal  rioters.  This  bold 
action  produced  fuch  an  effe6t  upon  the  others, 
that  they  immediately  difperfed. 

When  the  Duke  headed  the  revolt  of  the 
Neapolitans  againft  their  Sovereign,  Philip  the 
Fourth  of  Spain,  it  was  a  time  of  revolutions  : 
The  Englifh  had  beheaded  Charles  theFirft; 
the  Parifians  had  taken  up  arms  againft  their 
jafant  Monarch,  Louis  the  Fourteenth;  the 

s  4  Portuguefe 
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Portuguefe  had  regained  their  country  from  the 
Spaniards ;  the  Turks  had  maffacred. their  Sul- 
tan Ibrahim;  the  Algerines  had  killed  their  Dey  ; 
the  kingdom  of  Indoftan  was  agitated  by  civil 
wars ;  and  the  Chinefe  had  been  conquered  by 
the  Tartars. 

The  Marquis  of  Monte  Sylvano  was  in  pri- 
fon  at  Naples,  and  was  to  have  fuffered  death. 
The  Duke  delivered  him  from  confinement 
on  the  day  that  he  made  his  entrance  into 
Naples.  Soon  after  the  Marquis  engaged  in 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  Duke,  and  gave  arms 
to  the  confpirators.  Being  taken  and  brought 
to  the  Duke,  the  latter  contented  himfelf 
with  telling  ,  him,  that  the  Ihame  arifing  from 
his  bafe  action  was  the  feverefl  punifhment 
that  a  man  of  quality  and  courage  like  him 
could  fuffer. 

This  fpirited  Nobleman,  whofe  whole  life 
feems  to  have  confided  merely  of  fo  many 
fcenes  of  romance,  and  to  have  partaken  equally 
of  bad  and  of  good  fortune,  fays  of  himfelf, 
"  Neither  in  my  exile  at  Rome,  nor  when  I 
F  was  taken  prifoner,  nor  during  all  the  time 
"  that  I  remained  at  Naples,  could  any  perfon 
"  obfervc  the  leafh  alteration  or  change  in  my 
"  countenance:  The  different  events,  as  well 
§  «  of 
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u  of  my  bad  as  good  fortune,  never  gave  me 
«  the  leaft  uneafinefs  or  inquietude;  having 
"  always  afted  with  the  fame  jhigfroid  in  every 
"  thing  in  which  I  was  concerned,  as  if  I  had 
"  not  the  leaft  intereft  in  it." 

The  Duke  died  at  Paris ,  in  1664,  at  the  age 
of  fifty.  The  Memoirs  of  his  Life  are  ex- 
tremely entertaining.  They  are  faid  to  havQ 
been  compiled  by  St.  Yon,  his  Secretary. 


CARDINAL  DE  RETZ. 

Henault  applies  the  following  paflage  in 
Tacitus  to  this  celebrated  Demagogue :  "  Nori 
"  tarn  pramiis  pericidorum,  quam  ipjis  peri  ail  is , 
"  latus  pro  certis  et  olim  partis,  nova,  ambigna^ 
"  ancipitia,  mallebat"  The  fagacious  Riche- 
lieu early  difcovered  the  difpofition  of  De  Retz, 
and,  according  to  Segrais,  though  he  was  of  an 
antient  and  illuftrious  family,  never  intended  to 
give  him  a  benefice  of  any  value  or  confe- 
quence.  In  very  early  life  De  Retz  wrote  the 
"  Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy  of  Fiefqui  againft 
"  the  Ariflocracy  of  Genoa,"  in  which  he  took 
the  part  of  the  Confpirator.  He  feems  by 
mature  to  have  had  all  the  qualities  requifite  to 

become 
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become  a  favourite  with  the  people.  Brave, 
generous,  eloquent,  full  of  refources,  and 'fet- 
tered by  no  principle,  he  dazzled  the  multitude 
of  Paris,  who  feem  ever  to  have  been  more 
taken  with  aftions  of  eclat  and  of  enterprize, 
than  with  all  the  efforts  of  modeft  and  humble 
virtue.  On  feeing  one  day  a  carbine  levelled  at 
him  by  fome  one  he  did  not  know,  he  had  the 
prefence  of  mind  to  cry  out,  "  If  your  Father, 
<fi  Sir,  were  now  feeing  what  you  were  about  \9* 
- — This  fpeech  immediately  difarmed  the  fury 
of  the  aflaffin, 

The  Cardinal  feems  to  have  atoned  for  the 
follies  and  irregularities  of  his  youth  by  the 
honed  confeflion  he  made  of  them  in  his  Me- 
moirs. He  appears  in  them  to  have  been  a 
man  of  great  talents,  and  of  good  natural  difpo- 
fition,  perverted  by  vanity,  and  the  defire  of  that 
diftinftion,  which,  if  not  acquired  by  honeft 
means,  difgraces  inftead  of  dignifying  thofe  who 
are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  poffefs  it.  Had  he 
directed  his  great  powers  of  mind  in  endeavours 
to  unite,  infiead  of  efforts  to  divide  his  unhappy 
and  diftrafted  country,  he  would  have  endeared 
himfelf  mod  effectually  to  his  countrymen,  and 
would  have  deferved  the  praifes  of  pofterity,  by 
exhibiting  an  example  which  too  rarely  occurs, 

of 
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of  a  Politician  facrificing  his  refentment  to  the 
good  of  the  State. 

The  Memoirs  of  this  celebrated  Perfonage, 
written  by  himfelf,  are  extremely  fcanty  and 
irnperfe£t :  they  give  no  account  either  of  the 
early  or  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  en- 
trufted  the  Manufcript  to  fome  Nuns  of  a  Con- 
vent near  Comerci  in  Lorraine,  who  garbled 
them.  James  the  Second,  however,  told  the 
laft  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he  had  feen  a  per- 
fed:  copy  of  them,  which  was  lent  to  him  by 
Madame  Caumartin. 

Joli,  his  Secretary,  defcribes  his  Mafter  in  his 
retreat  at  Comerci  in  no  very  favourable  man- 
ner j  as  idling  away  his  time  in  hunting,  going 
to  puppet-fhows,  now  and  then  pretending  to 
adminifter  juftice  amongft  his  tenants,  writing 
a  page  or  two  of  his  own  life  in  folio,  and  fet- 
tling fome  points  in  the  genealogy  of  his  fa- 
mily— that  of  Gondi.    The  Cardinal's  reply 
to  Joli's  remonftrances  to  him  on  this  fubjedt 
was  a  curious  one :  "  I  know  all  this  as  well  as 
"  you  do,  but  1  don't  think  you  will  get  any 
"  one  elfe  to  believe  what  you  fay  of  me."  An 
opinion  fo  highly  advantageous  to  the  Cardi- 
nal's talents  and  character  had  gone  out  into 
the  world,  that  the  people  of  France  could 

not 
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not  bring  themfelves  to  think'  ill  of  one  who 
had  been  a  very  popular  Demagogue  amongft 
them* 

On  the  day  in  which  he  was  permitted  to 
have  an  audience  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  at 
Verfailles,  the  Court  was  extremely  full,  and  the 
higheft  expectations  were  formed  of  the  manners 
and  appearance  of  the  Cardinal :  when  how- 
ever they  faw  an  hump-back'd,  bow-legg'd, 
decrepit  old  man,  who  perhaps  did  not  feel 
much  elevated  with  his  fituation,  their  expecta- 
tions were  fadly  difappointed  j  and  particularly 
fo,  when  his  Sovereign  merely  faid  to  him* 
"  Your  Eminence  is  grown  very  gray  fince  I  laft 
"  faw  you/'  To  this  the  Cardinal  replied,  "Any 
"  perfon,  Sire,  who  has  the  misfortune  to  incur 
<c  your  Majefty's  difpleafure,  will  very  readily 
"  become  gray." 

St.  Evremond  has  preferved  an  anecdote  of 
the  Cardinal's  noblenefs  of  mind  and  liberality 
during  his  retreat  at  Comerci.  As  he  was  rid- 
ing out  on  horfeback,  he  was  furrounded  by 
forne  Spaniih  foldiers  that  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  Officer  however,  on  being  told 
his  name,  ordered  him  to  be  releafed,  and  dif- 
mounting  from  his  horfe,  made  an  apology  for 
the  behaviour  of  his  foldiers.    The  Cardinal, 

taking 
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taking  a  valuable- diamond  ring  from  his  finger, 
prefented  it  to  the  Officer,  faying,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
"  at  ieaft  permit  me  to  render  your  little  ex* 
*c  curfion  not  entirely  ufelefs  to  you/' 

De  Retz  refigned  the  Archbifhopric  of  Paris, 
and  procured  in  exchange  for  it  the  rich  Abbey 
of  St.  Denis.  He  lived  long  enough  to  pay  all 
his  debts,  and  divided  his  time  between  Paris 
and  St.  Denis :  at  the  latter  place  he  died  at  a 
very  advanced  age,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  fenti- 
ments  of  piety  and  devotion.  He  is  occafion- 
ally  mentioned  in  Madame  de  Sevigne's  Let- 
ters, as  a  man  of  great  talents  for  conversion, 
and  much  affiicfred  with  the  head-ach.  He  had 
the  honefty  to  fay  of  himfelf,  "  Mankind  fup- 
f?  pofed  me  extremely  enterprifing  and  daunt-- 
a  lefs  when  I  was  young,  and  I  was  much  more 
"  fo  than  they  could  poffibly  imagine  and 
this  may  be  readily  perceived,  from  an  an- 
fwer  which  he  made  to  lome  one  who  reproached 
him,  when  he  was  young,  with  owing  a  great- 
deal  of  money.  "  Why,  man,"  replied  he, 
"  Caefar,  at  my  ?igc,  owed  fix  times  as  much  as 
"  I  do." 

No  one  knew  better  how  to  manage  and  cajole 
the  multitude  than  Cardinal  dc  Retz  did,  yet 
he  complains  that  they  left  him  at  the  Angclus* 

bell 


2*jO  CARDINAL   BE  RETZ. 

bell  to  go  to  dinner.  One  of  his  maxims  re* 
lpe&ing  the  affembling  of  that  many -headed 
Monfler  fhould  be  diligently  confidered  both 
by  the  Leaders  of  Parties  and  by  the  Govern 
nors  of  Kingdoms  :  "  Quiconque  afemble  le 
M  Peuple  Pemeut. — Whoever  brings  the  people 
u  together,  puts  them  in  a  ftate  of  commo- 
"  Hon." 
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on  his  triumphant  return  to  Paris,  after  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  created  a  great  number 
of  Dukes  5  and  on  being  a&ed  why  he  was  fo 
profufe  of  that  honour,  replied,  "  I  will  make 
"  fuch  a  number,  that  it  (hall  be  difgraceful  to 
"  be  a  Duke  and  not  to  be  a  Duke."  Though 
a  very  able,  he  was  a  very  timid  Minifter. 
His  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Aix  ufed  to  fay  of 
him,  "  Only  make  a  little  buftle,  and  he  will 
<r  defift."  One  of  his  favourite  meafures  was 
procraftination.  "  Time  and  I  againft  any  other 
€€  two  perfonages,"  was  his  reply,  when  urged 
to  briik  and  violent  meafures. 

Mazarin  was  an  extremely  liandfome  man, 
and  had  a  very  fine  face  :  this  he  was  fo  anxious 
to  preferve,  that  not  many  days  before  he 

died, 
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died,  he  gave  audience  to  the  foreign  Minifters 
with  his  face  painted.  This  made  the  Spanifli 
Minifter  fay,  w  Voila  irn  portrait  qui  refemble  a 
"  M.  le  Cardinal"  As  Tacitus  fays  of  Tibe- 
rius, though  now  his  ftrength  and  his  conftitu- 
tion  began  to  fail,  yet  his  diffimulation  conti- 
nued as  perfect  as  ever.  He  fent  for  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  told  him  fomething  confiden- 
tially, which  the  Prince  was  the  more  inclined 
to  believe,  as  he  faw  the  dying  ftate  in  which 
his  Eminence  was.  A  little  time  after  his  death, 
to  his  great  aftoni  foment,  he  found  that  even 
in  that  awful  fituation  the  Cardinal  had  not 
told  him  one  word  of  truth. 

Mazarin  exhibited  in  himfelf  a  fingular  in- 
fiance  of  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune.  He  was 
of  a  very  low  extraction,  had  been  a  gambler, 
became  Prime  Minifter  of  a  great  Country,  was 
afterwards  banilhed  and  a  price  fet  upon  his, 
head,  and  then  returned  triumphantly  to  his 
Adminiftration  with  greater  power  than  ever. 
Madame  de  Baviere  fays,  that  he  was  married  to 
his  Sovereign  Anne  of  Auftria,  and  that  he 
treated  her  extremely  ill. 

The  Cardinal  was  by  no  means  a  fanguinary 
Minifter.    He  let  the  People  talk  and  write  as 
they  pleafed,  and  he  acted  as  he  pleafed.  A  col- 
lection 
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le&ion  of  the  fatires  written  againft  him  was 
preferred  in  the  Colbert  Library  at  Paris:  it 
confided  of  forty-fix  volumes  in  quarto.  When 
he  laid  any  new  tax,  he  ufed  to  alk  his  confi- 
dants what  the  good  people  of  Paris  were  do- 
ing, whether  they  were  ridiculing  him,  and  mak- 
ing fongs  and  epigrams  upon  him-  When  he 
was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  ufed  to  fay, 
"  I  can  never  have  any  reafon  to  fear  a  Nation 
"  which  vents  its  fpleen  fo  very  gaily  ->  let  them 
M  laugh  on/' 

When  the  Cardinal  was  obliged  to  quit  Paris, 
his  effe&s  were  fold  at  public  au&ion ;  his  very 
valuable  library  was  bought  for  the  Court  of 
Brunfwick,  and  is  at  prefent  in  the  capital  of 
that  Duchy. 

Mazarin  appears  once  in  his  life  to  have  been 
in  a  very  enviable  fituation.  When  the  French 
and  Spanifh  armies  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  near  Cafal,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1631, 
and  were  about  to  engage,  Mazarin  galloped 
between  them  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  ex- 
claiming loudly,  "  Paix!  ftaix  /"  The  armies- 
immediately  halted,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
peace  was  figned  at  Querafque,  under  the  me- 
diation of  Urban  the  Eighth,  whofe  nephew, 
the  Cardinal  Legate,  Mazarin  attended  on  that 

happjr 
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happy  occafion.  The  talents  difplayed  by  the 
latter  in  the  negotiation,  and  the  good  offices 
he  rendered  the  French  Nation,  recommended 
him  to  Louis  the  Thirteenth  and  the  Cardinal 
de  Richelieu.  Mazarin,  when  Minifter,  caufed 
a  Medal  to  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of 
this  event,  in  which  he  is  reprefented  galloping 
between  the  two  armies.  On  the  reverfe  is  this 
motto  "Nunc  orbi  fervire  labor  "  and  how  in- 
deed can  a  man  ferve  the  world  better  than  by 
procuring  it  the  bleffings  of  peace ;  by  (lopping 
the  fighs  of  the  widow,  the  tears  of  the  orphan, 
and  the  anguifli  of  the  parent ;  by  checking  the 
ravages  of  difeafe,  of  peftilence,  and  of  famine  ; 
and  by  preventing  the  devaluation  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  the  defhruftion  of  the  human  race ! 
To  any  Prime  Minifter  may  we  not  fay,  " 
"  tibifint  artesT 

Don  Louis  de  Haro,  the  Spanifh  Minifter, 
faid  of  Mazarin,  that  he  had  one  infuperable 
defect  as  a  Politician,  that  he  always  meant  to 
deceive  thofe  with  whom  he  was  treating,  and 
of  courfe  put  every  one  upon  their  guard  againft 
his  tricks  and  finefles  *. 

*  The  Spanifh  Proverb  fays  acutely,  "  A  man  is  a  fool 
"  who  does  not  confider,  that  whilft  he  is  thinking,  twenty 
u  perfons  are  thinking  likewife." 

j  VOL*   IV.  T  Not 
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Not  many  days  before  the  Cardinal  died,  k 
comet  appeared  in  France.  Some  of  his  fyco- 
phants,  who  were  in  his  bed-chamber,  told  him, 
that  as  it  was  impollible  for  a  man  of  his  rank 
and  talents  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  an  ordi- 
nary way,  this  awful  phenomenon  of  the  Hea- 
vens was  to  announce  to  the  world  the  death  of 
fo  great  a  Statefman  and  fo  confummate  a  Po- 
litician as  himfelf.  Mazarin  coolly  replied, 
"  En  verite,  Mejjieurs,  la  comete  me  fait  trop 
"  d'honneurP 

Byway  of  fecuring  his  eftate  to  his  heirs,  and 
of  quieting  his  confcience  on  his  death-bed,  he 
made  a  donation  to  his  Sovereign  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  of  all  his  immenfe  property.  The 
King,  very  nobly  returned  it  to  his  heirs. 

Befide  one  Bifhopric,  the  Cardinal  poffeffed, 
as  Commendatary  Abbot,  nine  rich  Abbeys  in 
France. 

Two  Latin  lines  well  difcriminated  the  dif- 
ference between  the  government  of  this  wily 
and  temporizing  Minifter,  and  that  of  Riche- 
lieu : 

Magnus  uterque  futt.    Sed dignum  vindice  nodum 
Rhhelius  fecuit^  Julius  explicuit. 

Two  men  arife  and  bear  a  fplendid  name, 
Richelieu  and  Mazarin,  of  doubtful  fame} 
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One  cuts  the  Gordian  knot  with  ardour  dread, 
The  other  patiently  evolves  each  thread. 

When  a  General  was  prefented  to  Mazarirt 
for  any  particular  expedition,  his  firft  queftioa 
in  his  bad  French  was,  "  Eft  il  hour  mix  (heu- 
<c  reux)  ? — Is  he  a  fortunate  General  ?"  Cicero, 
when  he  recommended  Pompey  to  the  Roman 
people,  to  command  againft  the  Pirates,  calls 
him,  *  Semper  felix fuccefs  in  general  attend- 
ing upon  thofe  perfons  whole  talents  and  whofe 
diligence  entitle  them  to  it. 
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Soon  after  this  great  Minifter  came  into  the 
management  of  the  finances  of  France,  he  fent 
for  the  principal  merchants  of  that  kingdom, 
and,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them,  and  to 
acquire  their  confidence,  afked  them  what  he 
could  do  for  them.   They  unanimoufly  replied, 

Pray,  Sir,  do  nothing!  Laijfez-nons  faire—~ 
"  Only  let  us  do  for  ourfelves," 

M.  D'Argenfon  fays,  that  a  perfon  unknown 
to  M.  Colbert  requefted  an  audience  of  him,  as 
having  fomething  of  great  importance  to  com- 
municate to  him.    Being  admitted  to  fee  M. 

T  %  Colbert., 
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Colbert,  he  with  great  gravity  advifed  him  to 
encourage  the  trade  and  manufa&ures  of  his 
own  country,  which  was  large  enough  to  fupply 
itfelf  and  the  other  countries  of  Europe  with, 
what  they  wanted,  and  to  give  up  all  the  French 
colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  to  the 
Dutch  and  the  Englifh,  who  had  very  little 
territory  of  their  own.  Colbert  did  not  deign 
to  make  any  reply,  but  turned  his  extraordinary 
counfellor  out  of  the  room. 

Colbert  ordered  Chapelain,  the  Author  of 
the  Epic  Poem  of  the  "  Pucelle"  to  make  him 
out  a  lift  of  the  men  of  learning  and  talents  in 
France  who  either  wanted  or  deferved  penfions 
from  the  Sovereign,  and  at  the  end  of  each  name 
to  append  the  character  of  their  merit.  Mo- 
licre  was  thus  defcribed  : — "  He  is  acquainted 
"  with  the  true  character  of  comedy,  and  he 
"  executes  it  naturally.  The  ftories  of  his  beft 
u  pieces  are  in  general  imitated  from  others, 
"  but  imitated  with  judgment.  His  plots 
"  are  good,  and  he  has  only  to  avoid  buf- 
"  foonery." 

Of  that  elegant,  voluminous,  and  inaccurate 
hiftorian  Varillas,  Chapelain  fays  :  "  He  is  full 
"  of  knowledge,  particularly  that  of  theology 
"  and  hiftory.    He  has  written  an  Account  of 

"  the 


COLBERT.  277 

"  the  Rife  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  that  is  very 
"  curious,  and  has  been  very  much  read.  His 
"  flyle  is  neither  poliflhed  nor  ornamented,  but 
"  it  is  found." 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  at  the  inftigation  of 
Colbeit,  penfioned  feveral  men  of  learning  and 
of  fcience  in  the  different  Courts  of  Europe. 
Colbert,  by  his  orders,  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  younger  Voffius: 

"  Sir, 

"  A h though  the  King  is  not  your  fove- 
"  reign,  he  is  ftill  very  defirous  to  become  your 
"  benefaftor,  and  has  ordered  me  to  fend  you 
"  the  inclofed  bill  of  exchange  as  a  mark  of 
"  his  efteem,  and  as  a  pledge  of  his  protection, 
"  Every  one  knows  how  worthily  you  follow 
"  the  example  of  your  father,  the  celebrated 
"  Iiaac  Voffius,  and  that  having  received  from 
"  him  a  name  which  he  rendered  illuftrious 
"  by  his  writings,  you  ftill  maintain  the  glory 
2C  of  it  by  your  own.  This  being  known  to 
"  his  Majefty,  he  has  great  pleafure  in  reward - 
"  ing  your  merit  5  and  I  have  the  more  fatif- 
*c  faction  in  being  ordered  by  his  Majefty 
*  to  make  you  that  recompence,  as  at  the 

t  3  "  fame 
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"  fame  time  I  can  affure  you  how  much  I 
u  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  and  affe&ionate  fervant, 

"  Colbert." 

"  Paris,  June  2,  1663." 

It  has  been  computed,  that  Louis's  well- 
judged  liberality  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  Fifty  or  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year  was  the  ufual  amount 
of  each  penfion.  Chapelain  got  fomething  more 
for  himfelf,  and  that,  amongft  other  reafons,  pro-, 
cured  him  the  hatred  and  envy  of  his  contem- 
poraries and  countrymen, 

A  few  days  before  this  great  Financier  died, 
Louis  XIV.  wrote  to  him  with  his  own  hand, 
to  defire  him  to  manage  himfelf,  and  to  take 
fome  fuftenance.  They  brought  him  a  bafor* 
of  broth,  which  he  refufed.  His  wife  faid  ro 
him,  ci  Will  you  return  an  aJifwer  to  the  King  ?" 
He  replied,  "  There  is  time  enough  for  that, 
"  1  now  am  about  to  anfwer  to  the  King  of 

*  Kings." 

On  nearly  the  fame  occafion  he  faid  to  his 
wife,  "  Madam,  when  I  was  in  this  clofet 
^  bufied  in  his  Majefly's  bufinefs,  neither  you 

#  nor  any  one   elfe   dared  to  attempt  tQ 

*  com? 
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il  come  in  to  difturb  me ;  and  now  that  I 
"  am  employed  in  bufinefs  relative  to  my 
"  falvation,  you  are  continually  interrupting 
"  me." 

Colbert  honeftly  told  Louis  XIV.  that  he 
would  ruin  his  fubje&s,  if  he  continued  to  go 
on  with  thofe  great  buildings  which  he  had 
begun.  This  fpeech  made  Louis  tell  Manfard, 
his  Architedt,  "  On  me  donne  trop  de  degoat. 
"  Jeneveuxplusfongerabdtir"  It  was,  indeed, 
high  time  to  fay  fomething  to  Louis  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  as  in  one  year,  according  to  Racine's 
"  Fragment  Hijloriques"  he  fpent  fixteen  mil- 
lions of  livres  in  building. 

The  Minifter  of  Colbert's  parifli,  that  of  St. 
Euftache  at  Paris,  came  to  him  on  his  death-bed 
to  tell  him,  that  he  had  ordered  prayers  to  be 
put  up  in  his  church  to  the  Almighty  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  "  I  hope  not,"  replied 
Colbert :  "  let  them  be  addrelled  to  the  Throne 
"  of  Grace  that  I  may  find  mercy." 


GOMBERVILLE 

publiihed  the  very  curious  "  Memoires  du  Due 
H  de  Never  s"  in  two  volumes.  They  begin 
*t  1574  and  go  down  to  159 5, 

T  4  He 


2,3e  GOMBERVILJL.E. 

He  was  a  quiet  inoffenfive  man  of  letters, 
and  refided  chiefly  with  the  illuftrious  hermits 
of  Port  Royal.  He  made  this  fimple  and  ?k>* 
gant  Epitaph  for  himfelf : 

Les  grands  char  gent  leur  fepultur? 

De  cent  elogcs  Juperjlus ; 
Ma  naijjance  fut  fort  obfcure> 

Et  ma  mort  encore  plus. 

Whilft  pompous  epitaphs  in  trophied  ftato 
The  tombs  embellifh  of  the  rich  and  great. 
Few  words  my  humble  lot  may  teftify, 
Obfcure  I  liv'd  and  more  obfcurely  die. 


DUG  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT, 

"  The  Author  of  the  celebrated  Maxims 
4C  which  bear  his  name,  was  not  a  man  of 
;<  learning/'  fays  Segrais,  "  but  he  was  a  man 
"  of  great  good  fenfe,  and  had  a  perfed  know- 
"  ledge  of  the  world.  This  put  him  upon  mak- 
"  ing  reflections,  and  upon  reducing  into  apho- 
"  rifms  what  he  had  been  able  to  difcover  in  the 
"  heart  of  man,  with  which  he  was  mbft  inti- 
■f  mately  acquainted. ,5 

M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  was  fo  accurate  ill 
the  compofition  of  his  little  book,  that  as  he 
finiihed  a  Maxim,  he  ufed  to  fend  it  to  his 

friends 
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friends  for  their  opinion  upon  it,  Segrais  af- 
ferts,  that  fome  of  his  Maxims  were  altered 
thirty  times.  The  Maxim,  "  that  it  fhews  a 
wretched  poverty  of  mind  to  have  but  one 
"  fort  of  underftanding,"  took  its  rife  from 
Boileau  and  Racine,  who  were  extremely  ig- 
norant of  every  thing  except  poetry  and  lite- 
rature, 

"  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault,"  adds  Segrais, 
"  would  have  made  a  better  Governor  for 
"  the  Dauphin,  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  only 
"  fon,  than  the  Duke  of  Montaufier  "  being 
a  man  of  great  fweetnefs  of  temper,  extremely 
infinuating  in  his  addrefs,  and  exceedingly 
agreeable  in  converfation.  M.  de  la  Roche- 
foucault  could  never  belong  to  the  French  Aca- 
demy, as  he  could  never  mufter  up  courage 
enough  to  deliver  to  the  Academy  the  fpeech, 
which  it  was  neceffary  to  make  in  order  to  be 
admitted  into  that  body, 

This  acute  Nobleman  was  an  inftance  of  the 
truth  of  one  of  his  own  Maxims ; 

"  There  are  certain  perfons  who  would  never 
"  have  been  in  love,  had  they  not  been  told 
^  that  fuch  a  paffion  really  exifted 

for  he  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 

lOYQ 
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love  but  from  Romances  3  and  that  he  had 
never  felt  that  paflion  in  his  own  perfon. 

Dr.  Jphnfon  ufed  to  fay  of  Rochefoucault's 
Maxims,  that  it  was  almoft  the  only  Book  writ- 
ten by  a  Gentleman  which  Authors  by  profeffion 
had  any  reafon  to  be  afraid  o£ 

w  The  Duke  very  wifely  never  difputed  in 

*  company.  If  any  perfon  differed  from  him 
**  in  opinion,  he  merely  faid,  Sir,  you  are  then 
f*  of  that  opinion  ?  I  am  of  mine  ;  and  fo  the 

*  matter  refted,"  fays  Segrais  *, 


JOHN  GERARD  VOSSIUS, 

according  to  Aubrey,  always  wrote  his  Adver* 
faria  or  Common-Places  on  one  fide  only  of  a 
fheet  of  paper,  fo  that,  as  occafion  required,  he 
only  tore  his  papers,  and  fixed  them  together, 
and  would  fo  fend  them  to  the  prefs  without 

*  Sit  Ifaac  Newton  would  never  difpute  in  company. 
When  he  had  delivered  an  opinion  which  any-one  chof© 
$0  controvert,  he  never  was  at  the  pains  to  defend  it,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  faying,  "  I  believe,  Sir,  if  you  wilt 

be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  my  opinion,,  you  will 
•1  find  I  have  very  good  reafons  for  it." 

any 
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any  more  tranfcribing.  This  foved  him  a  great 
deal  of  trouble. 

According  to  the  Authors  of  the  Journal  dt 
Trevoux,  no  two  men  of  learning  ever  differed 
more  than  Gerard  Voffius  and  his  fon  Ifaac  in 
the  difpofition  of  their  minds.  "  The  father," 
fay  they,  "  formed  his  opinions  upon  what  he 
"  read  -3  the  fon  took  up  an  opinion,  and  read 
"  only  to  eftablifh  it.  The  father  was  anxious 
"  to  get  at  the  true  meaning  of  an  author  whom 
"  he  confulted — to  add  to  him  no  opinions  of 
"  his  own ;  the  fon  took  all  poflible  pains  to 

make  the  authors  whom  he  confulted  think 
"  as  he  thought,  and  never  piqued  himfelf  upon. 
"  making  exadt  quotations  from  their  writings, 
"  The  father  looked  upon  the  authors  whom 
"  he  read  as  his  mafters ;  the  fon  looked  upon 

them  as  his  flaves,  whom  he  could  by  torture 
"  force  to  fay  whatever  he  pleafed.  The  father 
f  was  anxious  to  inftrudt,  the  fon  to  aftonifli 
"  mankind," 

The  fon,  Ifaac  Voffius,  affected  to  believe  in 
the  pretended  antiquity  of  the  Chinefe  nation, 
which  he  extended  infinitely  beyond  the  anti- 
quity of  the  Hebrews.  He  eafily  gave  credit 
to  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  travellers,  and 
feemed  to  have  a  pafliQn  for  believing  in  the 

marvellous 


£84  JOHN   GERARD  VOS5IUS. 

marvellous  and  the  incredible.     This  made 
Charles  the  Second  fay  of  him,  "  This  M.  Voflius 
"  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  man  !  he  be- 
iieves  in  every  thing  except  in  his  Bible." 


SALMASIUS, 

The  lovers  of  literature  muft  much  regret 
that  M.  Lantin,  who  had  converfed  a  good 
deal  with  this  great  fcholar,  and  man  of  ge- 
neral knowledge,  did  not  make,  as  he  had 
once  thought  of  doing,  a  "  Sahiajiana"  Sal- 
mafius  ufed  to  read  and  write  in  the  midft  of 
his  menage,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, completely  unaffe&ed  by  their  noife.  By 
way  of  faving  himfelf  the  trouble  of  turning  the 
paper,  he  ufed  to  write  upon  rolls  of  paper  $ 
and  when  he  was  afked  how  s  near  he  was  to 
finifhing  any  work,  he  ufed  to  fay,  not  that 
he  had  to  many  flieets,  but  that  he  had  fo 
jnany  rolls  of  paper  to  finifti.  Voffius  tells  an 
anecdote  of  Salmafius,  which  fhews  how  high 
an  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  own  talents  and 
learning. 

<-  IVL  Gaulmin  and  Mauffac  meeting  SaU 
11  mafius  one  day  in  the  King's  Library  at 
*'  Paris,  M.  Gaulmin  faid,  I  think  that  we  three 

<■  are 
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u  are  a  match  for  all  the  learned  men  in  Eu- 
"  rope  taken  together.  Add  to  them  alii  re- 
"  plied  Salmatius,  yourfelf  and  M,  de  Mauflac* 
"  and  I  could  be  a  match  for  you  all." 

«  The  laft  time,"  fays  3VL  Lantin,  "  that 

"  Salmafius  was  at  Dijon,  I  had  fome  conver* 

u  fation  with  him  refpe£ting  the  troubles  and 

"  the  civil  war  of  England  between  Charles  the 

"  FirfL  and  his  Parliament.    He  feemed  to  be 

"  of  the  opinion  of  the  High  Prefbyterian 

u  party,  who  feemed  to  wi£h  that  the  King 

"  fhould  be  neither  depofed  nor  brought  to 

u  the  fcaffold,  but  that  his  power  flioukl  be  in 

"  fome  refpe&s  curtailed  and  reduced.  Sal- 

*  mafius  thought  an  union  of  the  Catholic  and 

u  of  the  Proteftant  Church  impoffible,  and 

u  that  the  plan  of  Grotius  on  that  fubjcft 

"  would  never  fucceed." 

Salmafius  was  born  at  Saumur  in  France,  in 
the  town  and  on  the  day  on  which  the  Duke 
and  Cardinal  of  Guife  were  mafiacred  by  order 
of  Henry  the  Third.  On  being  afked  when 
he  was  born,  he  replied,  in  allufion  to  thefe 
maflacres, 

Cum  cecid'it  fato  Co?iful  uterque  gari. 


Salmafius 
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Salmafius  ufed  to  fay,  he  had  once  feert  the 
Journal  of  Meyric  CafaubQn,  which  he  kept 
in  Latin ;  and  that  amongft  other  entries  was 
the  following :  "  Deus  bone^  ho  die  catellus  meus 
"  pefline  meo  pexus  eft"  Salmafius  had  made 
collections  for  the  hiftory  of  the  European  fur- 
names,  which  he  faid  were  in  general  derived 
either  from  baptifmal  names,  from  the  names 
of  provinces  and  towns,  from  the  names  of 
trades  and  profeffions,  or  from  peculiarities  of 
perfon. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, a  friend  of  Salmafius  was  foliciting  a 
penfion  for  him  from  that  Minifter,  in  order 
to  keep  in  France  a  perfon  of  his  (Salmafius's) 
talents.  Salmafius  faid,  "  that  he  believed  he 
<€  fhould  with  difficulty  be  prevailed  upon  to 
<€  receive  a  penfion  from  the  Court  of  France, 
"  as  fo  much  time  and  pains  were  employed 
"  in  procuring  the  payment  of  it."  Ht  faid, 
however,  "  he  would  very  willingly  receive  the 
<c  profits  of  fome  landed  property,  if  the  King 
"  would  have  the  kindnefs  to  grant  it  him 
apd  having  afterwards  underftood  that  this  offer 
was  made  him  on  the  condition  that  he  fhould 
write  the  hiftory  of  the  adminiftration  of  Riche- 
lieu, he  faid,  "  tljat  he  perhaps  fhould  not  de- 

*  fervc 
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*  ferve  it,  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  facrifke  his 

*  pen  to  flattery*" 

Madame  de  Saumaife  was  a  great  fhrew,  and 
led  her  hufband  a  weary  life ;  fhe  however  ufed 
to  fay  of  him,  "  that  he  was  the  beft  gentle- 
M  man  amongft  the  fcholars,  and  the  bed  fcholar 
u  amongft  the  gentlemen  of  his  time.'* 

Salmafius,  after  having  quitted  France  on 
account  of  his  religion,  being  a  Proteftant* 
refided  in  Holland.  Sorbiere,  in  a  letter  to  Mi 
de  Marre,  thus  defcribes  his  manner  of  receiv- 
ing his  literary  friends : 

u  Every  Sunday  night  he  had  a  circle  of 
<€  fifteen  or  twenty  perfons  of  note;  fuch  as 
"  M.  L'Empereur,  De  Laet,  Grotius,  &c. 
u  wrhofe  converfation  afforded  both  inftrudtioi* 
"  and  amufement.  The  chief  part  of  the  time 
<c  that  we  were  with  him  we  fat  round  a  great 
"  fire,  one  corner  of  which  he  kept  to  himfelf, 
"  and  Madame  de  Saumaife  had  the  other. 
*i  She  occafionally  mixed  in  the  converfation, 
"  and  took  efpecial  care  that  not  one  of  the 
**  company  fhould  go  away  without  having 
"  received  a  (harp  word  or  two  from  her- 
"  Salmafius  was  not  naturally  inclined  to  talk, 

*  but  when  once  he  began  he  difplayed  a 

6  u  wonder* 
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€c  wonderful  fertility  of  mind,  and  an  immenfe 
"  erudition.  I  remember  once*  that  I  took  to 
<c  Saimafius'  circle  a  French  gentleman  who 
"  had  never  feen  him ;  and  as  we  were  going 
"  thither,  we  agreed  to  make  him  talk  about 
"  the  amufements  of  the  field.  We  put  him 
"  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  my  friend  told  me 
"  on  his  return,  that  himfelf,  who  wras  an  old 
"  fportfman,  could  not  have  talked  more  per- 
"  tiiiently  upon  the  matter.  He  was  aftonifhed 
"  that  a  man  of  letters,  who  had  fpentfo  much 
"  time  in  his  ftudy,  and  who  was  befides  fo  bad 
<c  a  horfeman,  had  been  able  to  pick  up  fuch 
"  variety  of  information  upon  a  fubjeffc  not 
"  peculiarly  interefting  to  him,  for  he  told  us 
"  not  only  what  he  had  been  able  to  get  from 

thofe  who  had  exprefsly  written  upon  the 
"  fubject,  but  what  he  could  not  know,  unlefs 
"  he  had  really  been  upon  the  ground,  and 
*c  had  himfelf  killed  a  great  quantity  of  game. 
"  Our  converfation  was  often  infefted,"  fays 
Sorbiere,  "  if  I  may  fo  ufe  the  word  to  exprefs 
"  more  ftrongly  our  indignation,  by  a  Scotch 
"  Profeffor*  by  name  David  Stuart,  a  Regent 
"  of  a  College,  who  in  the  dulleft  and  moft 
<c  infipid  manner  contradifted  every  thing  that 
iC  was  advanced;  and  this  tirefome  fellow  made 
"  us  lofe  much  of  the  converfation  of  Sal- 

mafius,  to  whom  indeed  we  afterwards  com- 

«c  plained, 
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*c  plained,  that  he,  who  was  in  general  pretty 
■*  apt  to  be  violent  on  fuch  occafions,  did  not 
"  reprefs  the  pedantry  of  the  Scotch  Profeffor ; 
w  repeating  to  him,  a  Oro  qui  reges  confuevis 
"  toller  e>  cur  non  hunc  regem  jugulas  ?  1  Operant 
4C  hoc  mihi  crede  tuorum  ejl" 

Salmafius,  not  contented  with  attacking 
Milton's  arguments  in  defence  of  the  execu- 
tion of  Charles  the  Firft,  attacked  the  Lati- 
nity  of  his  verfes.  He  begins  his  Apology  for 
Charles  the  Firfh  in  this  lingular  manner : 

"  O  ye  Englifh,  who  tofs  about  the  heads 
44  of  Kings  as  if  they  were  tennis-balls,  and 
iC  play  at  bowls  with  crowns,  and  treat  fcepters 
%c  with  no  more  regard  than  if  they  were 
"  toys!" 


GASSENDI 

exhibits  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  inftances  of 
the  precocity  of  the  human  intellect'.  "  At 
lr  the  age  of  four  years,"  jfikys  B&mi«ffa  "  he 
"  ufed  to  declaim  his  little  fermons ;  at' the 
*c  age  of  feven  he  ufed  to  fteal  away  from  his 
*  parents,  and  fpend  a  great  part  of  the  night 
"  in  obferving  the  ftars.  This  made  his  friends 
vol.  iv.  v  "  fay, 
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"  fay,  that  he  was  born  an  Aftronomer.  At 
"  this  age  he  had  a  difpute  with  the  boys  of 
<c  his  village,  whether  the  moon  or  the  clouds 
u  moved:  to  convince  them  that  the  tnooa 
"  did  not  move,  he  took  them  behind  a  tree, 
<c  and  made  them  take  notice  that  the  moon 
"  kept  its  fituation  between  the  fame  leaves, 
"  whilfl  the  clouds  pafled  on.  This  early  dif- 
u  pofition  to  obfervation  induced  his  parents 
u  to  cultivate  his  talents;  and  the  clergyman 
n  of  his  village  gave  him  the  firft  elements  of 
"  learning.  His  ardor  for  fludy  became  then 
"  extreme ;  the  day  was  not  long  enough  for 
"  him,  and  he  often  read  a  good  part  of  the 
night  by  the  light  of  the  lamp  that  was 
"  burning  in  the  church  of  his  village,  his 
"  family  being  too  poor  to  allow  him  candles 
"  for  his  no&urnal  fludies.  He  often/'  adds 
Bernier,  "  took  only  four  hours  fleep  in  the 
"  night.  At  the  age  of  ten,  he  harangued 
"  his  Bifhop  in  Latin  (who  paffed  through 
"  Gaffendi's  village  on  his  Vifitation)  with  fuch 
"  eafe  and  fpirit,  that  the  Prelate  exclaimed, 
4t  That  lad  will  one  day  or  other  be  the  wonder 
«  of  his  age!" 

"  I  had  the  curiofity,"  fays  St.  Evremond* 
"  to  vifit  Gaflendi.  After  a  very  long  conver- 
9  fation,  in  which  he  difcuffed  fome  very  feri- 

"  ous 
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li  ous  fubje&s,  he  complained  that  Naturjj?  had 
*c  given  fuch  a  degree  of  extent  to  our  cu~ 
*c  riofity,  and  fuch  very  narrow  limits  to  our 
"  knowledge.  This,  he  affured  me,  he  did  not 
"  fay  to  mortify  the  prefumption  of  "any  per- 
<x  fon,  or  from  an  affe&ed  humility,  which  is  a 
"  kind  of  hypocrify.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
"  deny  but  that  he  knew  what  might  be 
"  thought  on  many  fubjefts,  but  he  dared 
u  not  venture  to  affirm  that  he  completely 
<c  underftdod  any  one.  His  manner  in  conver- 
7  fation  was  extremely  agreeable;  he  had  a 
"  very  polifhed  and  elegant  underftanding ;  he 
"  had  a  great  deal  of  delicate  repartee  ;  he  was 
"  in  general  filent,  never  oftentatioufly  ob- 
xc  truding  upon  other  people  either  the  acute-' 
"  nefs  of  his  underftanding  or  the  eloquence  of 
u  his  converfation ;  he  was  never  in  a  hurry  to 
rt  give  his  opinion,  before  he  knew  that  of  the 
c<  perfons  who  were  converting  with  him.  When 
"  men  of  learning  introduced  themfelves  to 
"  him,  he  was  contented  with  behaving  to 
u  them  with  great  civility,  and  was  not  ahxious 
<c  to  furprize  their  admiration  by  letting  him- 
**  felf  out  before  them.  The  entire  tendency 
"  of  his  ftudies  was  to  make  himfelf  wiicr  and 
"  better;  and  to  have  this  intention  more  con- 
*  ftantly  before  his  eyes,  he  had  inferibed  all  his 
"  books  with  thefe  words,  Sapere  aude" 

v  2  Tnis 
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This  great  Philofopher  was  perhaps  one  of 
the  hard  eft  ftudents  that  ever  exifted.  In  gene- 
ral he  rofe  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
read  or  wrote  till  eleven,  when  he  received  the 
vifits  of  his  friends.  He  afterward  at  twelve 
made  a  very  flender  dinner,  at  which  he  drank 
nothing  but  water,  and  fat  down  to  his  books 
again  at  three.  There  he  remained  till  eight 
o'clock,  when,,  after  having  eaten  a  very  light 
fupper,  he  retired  to  bed  at  ten.  His  means 
of  life  were  very  fmall ;  but,  as  M.  Bernier 
in  his  Epitaph  upon  him  fays, 

Fixlt  fine  querela^  forte  fud  content  us 
Jnferioris  nota,  amicis  jucundijjimxs* 
FiriS)  hnperiQ)  auftoritate,  do5irindy 
Sapientid^  frajlantijfinusy 
decepujfimusy  chariffimus* 
Non  apud  exieros  folumy 

Sed  in  pair  id  fud 
Amcrenh)  veneraiionemy 
Merlins*)  cdnfecutus* 

6afiendi  appears  to  have  died  of  his  phy* 
ficians.  They  bled  him  fourteen  times  in  a 
dyfentery,  which  he  had  at  the  age  of  fixty-onc 
years.  During  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  he  hint- 
ed to  them  that  as  he  was  not  young,  and  was 
extremely  debilitated,  he  thought  they  might  as 
well,  perhaps,  difcontinue  the  bleedings.  In 
Ipite  of  this  remonftrance,  they  purfued  their 
8  cruel 
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cftiel  operations  till  they  reduced  him  to  the 
greateft  extremity  of  weaknefs.  Gui  Patin  told 
him  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  recommend- 
ed to  him  to  fettle  his  worldly  affairs.  The 
patient,  lifting  up  his  l|£ad  from  his  pillow*  faid 
fmilingly  to  him, 

Omnia  pracepi^  atque  animo  mecum  ante  per egi. 

As  he  was  dying  he  defired  his  Secretary  to 
put  his  hand  gently  upon  his  heart,  and  faid  to 
him,  "  Moti  ami,  voila  ce  que  cejl  que  la  vie  de 
"  r/iomme — My  frien.d,  fee  what  the  life  of  man 
<c  is," — Gaffendi  had,  long  before  he  faid  this, 
received  the  Sacraments  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Like  our  Dr.  Johnfon,  Gaffendi  was  a  great 
jepeater  of  verfes  in  the  feveral  languages  with 
which  he  was  converfant.  He  made  it  a  rule 
every  day  to  repeat  fix  hundred.  He  could 
repeat  fix  thoufand  Latin  verfes,  befide  all  Lu- 
cretius, which  he  had  by  heart.  He  ufed  to 
fay,  "  that  it  is  with  the  memory  as  with  all 

*  other  habits.  Do  you  wifh  to  ftrengthen  it, 
cc  or  to  prevent  its  being  enfeebled,  as  it  gene* 
"  rally  happens  when  a  man  is  growing  old, 
"  exercife  it  continually,  and  in  very  early  life 
sc  get  as  many  fine  verfes  by  heart  as  you  can : 

*  they  amufe  the  mind,  and  keep  it  in  a  cer- 

u  3  "  ta'ui 
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$  tain  degree  of  elevation  which  infpires  dignity 
"  and  grandeur  of  fentiment." 

Gaflendi's  adverfaries  accufed  him  of  want  of 
religion.  This  imputation  feems  ill-founded, 
as  every  Sunday  and  holiday  he  faid  mafs  as  a 
prieft:  and,  according  to  Gui  Patin,  the  dis- 
order of  which  he  died  was  owing  to  his  keep- 
ing Lent  too  ftriftly,  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
that  learned  phyfician. 

The  principles  of  moral  conduit  which  he 
laid  down  for  the  direction  of  his  life  were, — To 
£now  and  fear  God. — Not  to  be  afraid  of  death ; 
and  to  fubmit  quietly  to  it  whenever  it  fhould 
happen. — To  avoid  idle  hopes,  as  well  as  idle 
fears.— Not  to  defer  till  to-morrow  ar^y  inno^ 
cent  amufement  that  may  take  place  to-day.-*- 
To  defire  nothing  but  what  is  neceffary. — To 
govern  the  paffions  by  reafon  and  good  fenfe. 

Gaflendi  was  a  moft  excellent  aftronomer, 
and  had  a  mind  fp  fraught  with  knowledge,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  diverted  of  prejudice,  that 
he  wrote  againft  Ariftotlc  (a  bold  attempt  in 
the  times  in  which  he  lived),  and  offered  to 
prove,  that  many  things  which  that  great  ge- 
nius _h^d  advanced  in  philofophy  were  wrong. 
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Yet  how  vain  are  the  {peculations  of  the  moft 
comprehensive  minds,  when  unaffifted  by  know- 
ledge and  experience  !  Gaflendi,  who  was  a 
dabbler  in  anatomy  and  medicine,  wrote  a  tr-ea- 
tife  to  prove  that  man  was  intended  by  nature 
to  live  only  on  vegetables, 

In  one  of  the  letters  of  this  celebrated  philo- 
fopher  he  fays,  that  he  was  confulted  by  his 
friend  and  patron  the  Count  d'Alais,  Governor 
of  Provence,  on  a  phenomenon  that  haunted 
his  bed-chamber  while  he  was  at  Marfeilles  on 
fome  bufinefs  relative  to  his  office.  The  Count 
tells  Gaflendi,  that  for  feveral  fucceffive  nights, 
&s  foon  as  the  candle  was  taken  away,  he  and 
his  Countefs  faw  a  luminous  fpedtre,  fometimes 
of  an  oval,  fometimes  of  a  triangular,  fortnj; 
that  it  always  difappeared  when  light  came  into 
the  room ;  that  he  had  often  flruck  at  it,  but 
could  difcover  nothing  folid.  Gaflendi,  as  a 
natural  philofopher,  endeavoured  to  account 
for  it  y  fometimes  attributing  it  to  fome  de- 
feat of  vifion,  or  to  fome  dampnefs  of  the 
room ;  infinuating  that  perhaps  it  might  be  fent 
from  Heaven  to  him,  to  give  him  a  warning  in 
due  time  of  fomething  that  fhould  happen. 
The  fpeftre  continued  its  vifits  ail  the  time 
that  he  ftaid  at  Marfeilles ;  and  fome  years  af- 
terwards, on  their  return  to  Aix,  the  Countefs 

u  4  d'AUis 
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d'Alais  confeffed  to  her  hufband,  that  (he 
played  him  this  trick,  by  means  of  one  of  her 
women  placed  under  the  bed  with  a  phial  of 
phofphorus,  with  an  intention  to  frighten  him 
away  from  Marfeilles,  a  place  in  which  Ihe  very 
much  difliked  to  live, 

Gui  Patin,  who  attended  Gaflendi  as  his 
phyfician  in  his  laft  illnefs,  writes  thus  to  M, 
Spon  :  u  I  have  juft  now  left  Gaffendi  between 
"  two  Priefts.  Sic  itur  ad  qftra,  where,  great 
u  Aftronomer  and  Philofopher  as  he  is,  he 
"  will  know  more  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
*c  than  he  ever  could  know  here  in  the  courfe 
:f  of  his  whole  life." 


FATHER  MABILLON. 

Louis  the  Fourteenthwasdefiroustofeethis 
celebrated  Benedi&in.  Le  Tellier,  Archbifhop 
of  Rheims,  prefented  him  to  his  Majefty  in  thefe 
words :  fi  Sire,  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  tq 
"  you  the  moft  learned  man  in  your  domi- 
*?  nions."    Boffuet,  who  was  prefent,  adders 

Sire,  and  the  moft  modeft." 

An  Englifh  Gentleman,  wilhing  to  cpnfult 
&L  pu  Cange  on  fome  fubjeft  of  antiquity, 
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was  referred  by  him  to  Mabillon.  On  applying 
to  Mabillon,  he  defired  him  to  confult  M.  Du 
Cange.  Why,  my  good  Father,  he  told  me  to 
"  addrefs  myfelf  to  you." — "  He  is  my  Maf- 
"  ter,  I  affure  you,  Sir,"  replied  the  Benediclin. 
u  If,  however,  you  continue  to  honour  me 
"  with  your  vifits,  I  will  communicate  to  you 
Jf  the  little  that  I  know." 

Clement  XL  on  hearing  of  Mabillon's  death, 
wrote  to  the  illuftrious  Congregation  of  St. 
Maur,  to  defire  that  they  would  bury  their  de* 
ceafed  colleague  in  a  place  of  diftinguifhed  fe- 
pulture  y  "  for,"  added  he,  "  all  the  men  of 
"  learning  who  come  to  Paris  will  not  fail  to 
iC  inquire  where  you  have  placed  him — ubi  po- 
i*  Juijlis  eumP 

Dom>  Rouflel  made  an  infcription  for  him, 
The  eulogium  it  contains  may  be  recommended 
to  the  notice  of  many  perfons  who  feem  to  make 
up  in  arrogance  their  inferiority  of  knowledge 
%o  this  modeft  Benedidtin. 

Omnium  hominum  fibi  conciliavit  animos 
Hominum  mitiffimus  \ 
}n  ipfis  etiam  liUrarils  difcrepationibus 
Nemini  afper. 
Nemini  lacfit,  etjam  Iaefus. 
Scribentem  incitabat  Veritas, 

Certantenj 
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Certanterp  moderabatur  lenitas^ 
Vincentem  coronabat  Veritas, 

Coronatum  ornabat  humilitas* 
*     #  * 
Cceleftis  gloriae  cupidus^ 
Mundanam  fprevit. 
Refpexit  mercedeni 
Qaam  dare  folent  homines 
Van*,  vanum. 
NuIIam  in  clauftro  tenuit  dignitatem^ 
Omnes  meruit. 
Cum  lrterarum  ftudife 
Virtutum  ftudia  conjunxat* 
Ut  alterno  foedere* 
Scicntia  pietatem 
Pietas  fcientiam  adjuvarct. 


SANTEUIL, 

Princes  and  great  men  are  but  too  apt  to 
degrade  their  own  dignity,  and  to  render  the 
fituation  of  dependence  more  ungrateful  and 
unpalatable  than  it  is  of  neceffity,  by  playing 
pra&ical  jokes  upon  thofe  perfons  who  are  about 
them.  The  celebrated  Latin  Poet  Santeui! 
died  of  one  of  thefe  princely  gambols.  Some 
Spanilh  fnuff  was  put  into  a  glafs  of  wine,  by 
order  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bourbon,  which  he 
was  obliged  to  drink,  and  he  died  a  few  days 

^ft^rwaros 
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afterwards  in  the  mod  horrid  tortures,  in  con- 
fequence  of  it, 

Santeuil,  who  was  a  quibbler,  and  un  hommt 
aux  bons  mots,  died  as  he  lived  ;  for,  on  her  High- 
nefs's  (fon  Altejfe)  fending  one  day  to  know 
how  he  did  when  he  was  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  on  hearing  the  word  Altejfe,  he  turned 
his  eyes  up  to  Heaven,  repeating  "  Tu  folus 
"  Altijjinms"  and  died  immediately, 

Santeuil  wrote  fome  excellent  Hymns  *  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Catholick  Church,  which  arc 
ftill  in  ufe.  He  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  that 
though  every  one  was  expefted  to  go  to  churchy 

*  The  conclufion  of  his  Hymn  to  Holy  Women  is  ex* 
quifite.  He  thus  concludes  his  defcription  of  the  Virtuous 
Woman : 

Non  ilia  luxu  veftium, 
Non  crine  torto  fplenduit. 
Cultu  nitens  fed  fimplici 
Puris  placebat  moribus. 

Se  fub  ferenls  vultibus 
Auftera  virtus  occulit. 
Timet  videri,  ne  fuv.m 
Dum  prodit,  amittat  decus, 

Pafcenda  ccelefti  cibo, 
Sacris  ftudebat  Uteris, 
Templo  frequens,  fed  feduh 
]R*dibat  ad  curam  domus, 

he 
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he  fhould  be  excepted,  as  he  could  not  prevent 
himfelf  from  hearing  his  own  hymns  fung  there, 
perhaps  with  too  much  fatisfa&ion  for  a  pious 
man* 

Santeuil,  who  had  never  taken  Prieft's  orders, 
feated  himfelf  one  day  in  a  Confefiional  Chair 
that  belonged  to  his  Convent,  and  leaned  over 
the  elbow  of  it,  as  if  in  expe&ation  of  receiving 
a  Penitent.  A  handfome  woman  approached, 
knelt  down,  and  began  to  enumerate  her  frail- 
ties. Santeuil,  who  was  pleafed  with  it  at  firft, 
foon  became  tired  of  it,  and  by  way  of  putting 
a  ftop  to  his  Penitent,  cried  out,  "  Why,  you 
"  fimpleton,  I  am  no  Priefl !  why  do  you  trou- 
"  ble  me  with  all  this  detail  ?-' *— "  Oh,  Sir,"  re- 
plied the  woman,  "  I  fhall  go  immediately  and 
**  tell  your  Superior  of  your  improper  and  fcan- 
"  dalous  conduct." — u  Shall  you  fo,  my  charm - 
"  ing  Penitent  ?"  replied  Santeuil :  "  then  I 
•  fhall  go  and  tell  your  hufband  of  your'st" 
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exhibits  a  linking  inftance  of  the  earlieft  defig* 
nation  of  the  human  mind  to  a  particular  pur- 
fuit,  and  the  futility  of  an  attempt  to  thwart 
pnd  reprefs  it,    PafcaTs  father  was  a  man  of 

fciencs* 
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fcience,  and  was  occafionally  vifited  by  the  great 
mathematicians  of  his  country.  Pafcal,  who 
%vas  then  quite  a  child,  was  prefent  at  their  vi- 
fits,  and  heard  their  converfation,  which  chiefly 
turned  upon  fcience,  and  more  particularly 
upon  that  which  they  profefied.  He  was  very 
attentive  to  what  they  faid,  and  conceived  fuch 
a  paffion  for  mathematics,  that  he  preffed  his 
father  very  much  to  permit  him  to  ftudy  them* 
This  the  father  refufed,  as  thinking  it  better 
that  his  fon's  early  years  fhould  be  given  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages ; 
and  put  out  of  his  way  all  the  books  he  ft%h% 
happen  to  have  that  treated  of  mathematics, 
Fafcal  (then  eleven  years  of  age),  at  his  lelfure 
hours,  ufed  to  retire  to  an  upper  chamber  in 
Iiis  father's  fioufe,  where  he  employed  himfelf 
in  tracing,  with  fand  upon  the  floor,  the  figures 
of  triangles,  of  parallelograms,  of  circles,  &c? 
without  knowing  the  names  of  them.  "  There 
<€  he  compared,"  fays  his  Biographer  (Madame 
du  Perrier,  who  was  his  After),  "  their  feveral 
*  relations  and  proportions;  and  by  degrees, 
"  without  the  leaft  afliftance  of  any  kind  what- 
"  ever,  came  to  conclude,  that  the  exterior 
^  angle  of  eveiy  triangle  is  equal  to  the  two 
w  interior  and  oppofite  angles,  and  that  the 
"  three  interior  angles  of  every  triangle  are 
"  equal  to  two  right-angles,  which  is  the  3 2d 

"  Propofitioa 


)'  Propofition  of  the  Firft  Book  of  Euclid. 
<c  This  and  the  feveral  intermediately  neceflary 
"  Propofitions  he  was  able  clearly  to  demon- 
"  {Irate*  making  ufe  of  the  terms  rond  and 
"  barre,  &c.  inftead  of  circle  and  line  (for  as  yet 
"  he  was  ignorant  of  the  common  appellations 
"  of  thofe  lines)*  and  grounding  his  reafoning 
€C  on  definitions  and  axioms  which  himfelf  had 
*c  verified.  He  was  thus  employed  when  his 
"  father  burft  in  upon  him,  who  difcovering 
"  what  he  was  abotit,.  and  the  progrefs  and 
"  refult  of  his  exertions,  remained  for  fome 
time  quite  infenfible,  equally  furprized  and 
lc  pleafed,  and  ran  to  one  of  his  intimate  friends 
€<  to  tell  him  what  he  had  feen.  He  after- 
iC  wards  encouraged  his  fon  in  the  purfuit  of 
"  his  favourite  ftudy  with  fuch  fuccefs*  that  at 
"  the  age  of  fixteen  young  Pafc&l  had  com- 
"  pofed  his  celebrated  Trcatife  upon  Conic 
"  Se&ions." 

Fafcal  was  perhaps  one  of  the  bed  men  that 
ever  lived  ;  his  time  was  bellowed  on  works  of 
piety  and  utility,  and  his  money  was  expended 
on  thofe  who  had  occafion  for  his  affiftance. 
His  Provincial  Letters  will  immortalize  him  as 
one  of  the  fineft  writers  that  the  French  have 
ever  poffeffed.  One  knows  not  which  to  ad- 
mire mod  in  them,  his  depth  of  learning,  his 

ftrength 
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iirength  of  reafoning,  the  delicacy  of  his  fatire, 
or  the  purity  of  his  intention.  In  his  u  Penfeesf* 
with  an  honefty  perhaps  only  pardonable  in  a 
man  of  his  known  virtue  and  fimplicity,  he  fays* 
ki  I  am  afked,  If  I  do  not  repent  that  I  have 
u  written  the  Lettres  Provinciates  ?  I  anfwer* 
that  fo  far  from  repenting  that  I  have  writ- 
ten  them-,  I  would,  if  I  were  to  write  then? 
*'  over  again,  make  them  Itill  ftronger.    I  am 
*'  then  afked,  Why  I  have  mentioned  the 
M  names  of  the  Authors  from  whom  I  have 
taken  all  the  abominable  pofitions  which  I 
"  have  quoted  in  them  ?  I  anfwer,  That  if  I  were 
*£  in  a  town  where  there  were  twelve  fprings 
of  water,  and  I  was  certain  that  one  of  them 
"  hud  been  poifoned,  I  fliould  think  myfelf 
*'  obliged  to  advife  the  inhabitants  not  to  get 
"  their  water  at  that  fpring  5  and  as  what  I  faid 
*'*  might  be  taken  for  a  matter  of  mere  imagi- 
nation,  I  fliGuld  think  myfelf  obliged  to  tell 
the  name  of  the  perfon  who  poifoned  the 
u  fpring,  rather  than  fuffer  the  inhabitants  of 
"  the  town  to  be  poifoned." 

In  fpcaking  of  Epigrams,  with  what  goodnefs 
of  heart,  and  with  what  bonhommie,  he  fays 

"  The  Epigram  of  Martial  on  (hort-fighted 
*  perfons  is  good  for  nothing.  It  does  not  con- 

"  folc 
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<c  fole  them,  and  it  ftiews  only  the  wit  of  the 
"  writer.    All  that  makes  only  for  the  writer  is 

"  good  for  nothing  ambitioja  recidet  orna- 

u  tnenta. — One  fhould  endeavour  to  pleafe  only 
"  thofe  that  poffefs  fentiments  of  humanity 
"  and  kindnefs,  and  not  perfons  of  a  cruel  and 
u  barbarous  difpofitiom" 

Pafcal,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  retired  to 
that  illuftrious  feminary  of  fcience,  learning, 
.and  piety,  Port  Royal.  Many  of  the  perfons 
that  compofed  it  were  men  of  learning  and  of 
rank,  who  thought  it  right  to  follow  fome  trade 
or  manufacture,  and  perform  fome  manual  ope- 
ration for  the  good  of  their  fouls,  as  well  as  for 
that  of  their  bodies  3  thinking  with  the  cele- 
brated Abbe  du  Ranee,  the  difciplinarian  re* 
former  of  the  famous  Abbey  of  La  Trappe,  that 
manual  labour  was  the  firft  punifhment  inflifted 
upon  fin,  a  proper  exercife  for  the  condition  of 
a  penitent,  and  a  moft  powerful  means  of  fane- 
tification. 

Pafcal's  employment  was  that  of  a  maker  of 
wooden  fhoes ;  this  gave  rife  to  the  following 
witticifm  of  Boileau  ;  A  Jefuit  having  one  day 
afked  Boileau  with  a  fneer,  whether  his  good 
friend  Pafcal  was  making  fhoes  at  Port  Royal : 
"  Jene  fcais  pas  s'il fait  aprefent  des  fouliers,  mats 
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&  jiff  at*  bien  qiill  vans  a  poujje  un  bonne  botte" 
Was  the  fatirift's  reply. 

Pafcal  had,  in  common  with  many  other 
learned  men,  fome  weaknefles,  upon  which  hu- 
manity will  ever  drop  a  tear.  A  book  has  been 
written  upon  the  quackery  of  learned  men,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  prefent  learned  and  excel- 
lent Father  of  Medicine  in  this  country  (a  Cha- 
racter as  fuperior  to  frailty  as  to  vice),  an  en- 
tertaining book  might  be  made  of  the  follies  of 
learned  men.  His  name  moft  affuredly  would 
never  enter  into  the  composition  of  it :  but  the 
work  would  at  leaft  confole  the  ignorant  and 
the  foolifh. 

Pafcal,  like  many  excellent  and  ftudious  men, 
feems  to  have  had  a  horror  of  politics.  "  In  a 
"  Republican  Government,  as  that  of  Venice, 
"  it  would  be  a  great  crime,"  fays  he,  "  to  at> 
"  tempt  to  introduce  a  King  *,  or  to  opprefs 

"  the 

*  Gui  du  Four  de  Pibrac,  the  celebrated  Author  of  the 
Quatrains,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion: 

Alme  thai  tel  que  hi  le  voix  tire  : 
S'il  eft  hioyal,  aime  la  Royautt ; 
S%il  ne  I  eft  pointy  s'il  eft  Commwiautt, 
Aime-l:  aujft^  quand  Dieu  ty  a  fait  naitre. 

Whate'er  its  Government,  thy  Country  love ; 
Thy  lawful  Monarch  willingly  obey  ; 
vol.  iv.  x  Arid 
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"  the  liberty  of  any  people  to  whom  God  has 
"  given  it.  In  a  Monarchical  Government,  it 
"  is  not  poflible  to  violate  the  refpedt  that  is 
"  owing  to  the  Sovereign,  without  a  fpecies  of 
"  facrilege.  Befides,"  adds  this  great  man, 
"  a  civil  war,  which  is  the  general  confequence 
"  of  the  alteration  of  a  form  of  government, 
"  being  one  of  the  greateft  crimes  that  can  be 
"  committed  againft  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
"  it  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  againft  it  with  too 
"  much  indignation."  Pafcal  fubjoins  in  a 
note  with  great  fimplicity,  "  I  have  as  great  a 

And  let  the  State  thy  ready  homage  prove, 
Should  Few  or  Many  bear  the  fovereign  fway ; 
Convinced  that  God's  paternal  care 
Has  thought  it  fit  to  place  thee  there. 

No  one  can  fufpeft  this  great  man  of  fervility  and  pafiive 
obedience,  when  the  following  Quatrain,  written  by  him, 
prevented  his  being  made  Chancellor  of  France  under 
Kenry  the  Third : 

Je  hats  ces  mots  de  puiffance  abfolue, 
De  plein  pouvoir,  de  propre  mowcement ; 
Aux  faints  decrets,  Us  ont  premier ement 
Puts  a  nos  Loix  la  puiffance  tollue, 

Thcfe  words  of  6<  power  fupreme"  and  cc  fovereign  wihV' 

My  mind  with  honeft  indignation  fill ; 

For  words  like  thefe  have  hurt  Religion's  caufe, 

Deftroy'd  all  reverence  for  her  facred  laws; 

Have  iujur'd  Gallia's  Monarch's  temperate  fway, 

And  made  his  fubjects  as  his  flaves  obey. 

*c  dread 
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**  dread  of  this  crime  as  of  murder  and  of  rob- 
<c  bing  on  the  highway.  There  is  nothing,  I 
"  am  fure,  that  is  more  contrary  to  my  nature 
"  than  this  crime,  and  to  commit  which  I 

*  fhould  be  lefs  tempted, 

"  Thofe  perfons,"  fays  Segrais,  "  who  write 
"  books  for  the  public,  fhould  let  their  friends 
"  fee  them  who  are  men  of  judgment,  and  are 
w  capable  of  correcting  them  before  they  ap- 
"  pear  at  that  redoubtable  tribunal.    M.  de 

*  Menage  did  fo,  and  that  accounts  for  the 
"  corredtnefs  of  his  works.  M.  de  la  Roche- 
**  foucault  afted  in  the  fame  way  by  his  Me- 
"  moirs  and  Maxims.  Why  are  Pafcal's  Pro- 
u  vincial  Letters  fo  perfe6t  ?  It  is  becaufe  they 
"  were  feen  and  reviewed  by  at  leaft  a  dozen 
"  of  the  gentlemen  of  Port  Royal,  who  wrere 
u  men  of  talents,  and  who  had  an  exquifite 
"  tafte  in  difcovering  what  would  pleafe  the 
"  public.0 

Thofe  perfons  who  from  folly  or  from  care- 
leflhefs  tell  one  friend  what  another  friend  fays 
of  him,  would  do  well  to  confider  this  obferva- 
tion  of  the  acute  and  amiable  Pafcal : 


"  All  men  naturally  hate  each  other.    I  am 
"  certain,  that  if  they  were  to  know  accurately 
x  2  "  what 
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"  what  they  occafionally  had  faid  of  one  another, 
"  there  would  not  be  four  perfons  in  the  world 
"  who  could  long  preferve  their  friendfhip  for 
"  each  other." 

This  great  man  obferves  acutely,  "  that  the 
"  longer  we  live  in  the  world,  the  more  diffimi- 
"  litude  of  character  we  find  in  mankind,  and 
"  are  convinced  that  no  two  men  are  precifely 
"  alike/'  This  reflection  fliould  indeed  render 
us  more  indulgent  to  each  other  than  we  are,  to 
the  virtues  as  well  as  the  vices  of  others  that 
are  unlike  our  own,  and  not  fuppofe  ourfelves 
the  models  to  which  we  are  to  refer  every 
thing. 

<c  See,"  fays  Pafcal,  "  the  abfurdity  of  man- 
"  kind.  Many  men  have  believed  in  the  Mi- 
"  racles  of  Vefpafian,  who  have  appeared  to 
$  give  no  credit  to  thofe  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

In  his  Provincial  Letters,  he  fays :  "  This* 
"  letter  is  longer  than  any  of  the  reft;  but  in- 
"  deed  and  in  good  truth  I  had  not  leifure 
C£  to  make  it  ftiorter." 
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OMER  TALON, 

ATTORNEY    GENERAL    OF    THE    PARLIAMENT  OF 
PARIS. 

This  intelligent  and  inflexible  Magiftrate 
having,  in  a  fpeech  which  he  made  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  to  Anne  of  Auftria,  during  the 
minority  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  touched 
gently  upon  the  diftreffes  of  the  common  people 
of  the  kingdom  of  France,  found  himfclf  treated 
with  flight  and  coolnefs  by  her  Majefty  at  the 
next  audience  he  had  of  her.  *  This,5'  fays 
he,  u  was  owing  to  the  mifreprefentation  of  the 
"  Minifters,  and  fome  of  the  vermin  who  fre- 
"  quent  palaces. " 

Talon  having  on  fome  occafion  taken  a  part 
which  pleafed  the  Queen  and  the  Court,  Car- 
dinal Mazarin  fent  for  him,  and,  after  paying 
him  fome  compliments  on  his  behaviour,  of- 
fered him  an  Abbey  for  his  brother.  Talon 
very  politely  refufed  it,  adding,  that  as  his  late 
condudt  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  fervice 
of  the  King  and  the  fatisfaction  of  his  own 
confeience,  he  fhould  be  extremely  unhappy, 
if  there  was  the  lead  fufpicion  afforded  to  the 
world  at  large  that  he  had  adted  from  other 
motives,    "  I  love,"  added  this  honeft  French- 

x  3  man, 


310  OMER  TALON. 

man,  "  both  the  King  and  the  Parliament, 
"  without  being  under  any  apprehenfion  that 
"  this  apparent  contradiction  ftiould  do  me  any 
"  prejudice  with  mankind. " 

Mazarin  fent  for  him  another  time,  to 
requeft  him  to  fpeak  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
in  favour  of  fome  Edifts  of  the  King,  which 
were  to  be  prefented  by  himfelf  in  perfon  to 
be  regiftered  by  that  Affembly.  Talon  replied, 
that  he  fhould  do  his  duty— that  the  prefence 
of  the-  Sovereign  on  fuch  occafions  caufed  always 
trouble  and  difcontent — rthat  it  was  therefore 
the  more  neceffary  that  he  fhould  exercife  pro- 
perly the  fun&ions  of  his  office  without  fea,r  and 
without  partiality, 

M.  Talon's  reafons  for  quitting  public  affairs 
were  thofe  which  but  too  often  have  iafpired 
men  as  honeft  and  as  well-intentioned  as  himfelf. 
"  All  refiftance  and  contradiction,"  fays  he, 
"  to  the  Governing  Powers  was  ineffectual  and 
"  ufelefs,  who  carried  every  point  they  wifhed 
c<  to  gain  by  violence  and  conftraint.  I  was 
"  however,"  he  adds,  6i  very  much  aftonifhed 
"  that  many  honeft  men,  who  wifhed  well  to 
<c  the  public  peace,  ftill  attended  the  Par- 
«  liament,  in  which  they  were  certain  that 
"  every  thing  mult  be  carried  as  it  pleafed  the 

"  Princes  j| 
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u  Princes ;  fo  that  in  the  fituation  in  which 
"  matters  were,  it  would  have  been  more  for 
u  their  honour,  that  what  was  done  (hould 
"  have  been  done  by  the  voices  of  a  few  per- 
"  fons  only,  whofe  partiality  might  well  have 
"  been  fufpe&ed,  than  by  the  majority  of  the 
u  Parliament,  who  had  not  the  power  either 
"  to  do  the  good,  or  to  prevent  the  evil,  as 
"  they  wiihed.  Neverthelefs,  the  general  ti- 
u  midity  was  fo  great,  that  many  perfons  were 
u  afraid  of  being  fufpedted,  if  they  did  not 
u  attend  that  Afiembly ;  and  the  majority  of 
"  thofe  who  went  there  did  not  confider  fo 
"  much  what  opinion  they  fhould  give,  as 
"  how  their  perfons  fhould  be  fecure,  even 
"  when  they  had  betrayed  their  confciences, 
"  and  had  voted  on  the  fame  fide  with  the 
«  Princes." 

David  Hume  fays,  in  his  Eflay  upon  Elo- 
quence, that  during  the  difputes  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris  in  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  there 
appeared  many  fymptoms  of  antient  eloquence, 
"  The  Avocat- General  Talon,"  adds  he,  from 
De  Retz,  "  in  an  oration,  invoked  on  his  knees 
"  the  Spirit  of  St.  Louis  to  look  down  with 
"  compaffion  on  his  divided  and  unhappy  peo- 
"  pie,  and  to  infpirc  them  from  Heaven  with 
"  the  love  of  concord  and  unanimity. " 

x  4 
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mole", 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  PARIS, 

De  Retz  fays,  that  no  ancient  Roman  ever 
poffeffed  the  virtues  of  courage  and  of  public 
fpirit  in  a  degree  fuperior  to  this  great  Magi- 
ftrate.  In  the  time  of  the  Fronde  at  Paris, 
a  man  prefented  a  dagger  to  his  breaft,  threat- 
ening him  with  inftant  death  if  he  would  not 
confent  to  fome  decree  propofed  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, which  M.  Mole  thought  prejudicial  to 
his  country.  "  Know,  my  friend,"  faid  he, 
looking  fternly  at  him,  <c  that  the  diftance  is 
%c  infinite  from  the  dagger  of  an  affaffin  to  the 
"  heart  of  an  honeft  man." 


FOUCQUET, 

SURINTENDANT  OF  THE   FINANCES  OF  FRANCE* 

For  the  honour  of  letters,  Peliffon  and  the 
good  La  Fontaine  remained  faithful  to  the 
Surintendant  during  his  difgrace.  Pelifloa  fent 
petitions  to  Louis  XIV.  in  his  favour,  and  La 
Fontaine,  wrote  verfes  in  commiferation  of  his 
hard  fate,  in  a  ftyle  of  the  higheft  pathos,  a  ffcyle 
totally  diflimilzy:  froip.  his  uiual  manner.  Mar 

*  demoifellf 
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demoifelle  Defhoulieres,  the  celebrated  Poetefs* 
whom  he  had  patronifed,  contrived  to  fend  him 
intelligence  even  into  that  inacceflible  fortrefs 
the  Baftille.  The  Great,  who  had  condefcended 
v  to  partake  of  his  favours  whilft  he  was  in  power, 
completely  forfook  him  when  he  had  no  longer 
any  thing  to  give  them ;  and  this  after  he  had  fo 
far  attended  even  to  their  vices,  as  at  $11  the 
entertainments  he  gave  to  put  money  under 
their  plates  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  lofles  at 
play, 

Foucquet  was  confined  many  years  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Pignerol,  where  he  compofed  fome 
devotional  Treatifes.  It  is  not  known  whether 
he  was  ever  permitted  to  return  to  Paris,  St. 
Simon,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  a  very  curious 
account  of  the  meeting  between  him  and  his 
fellow-prifoner  the  Duke  of  Laufun  at  Pig- 
fieroj, 


PELISSON. 

Tpis  elegant  Writer  contrived  to  be  fent 
to  the  Baftille,  to  give  his  patron  M.  Foucquet 
intelligence  of  what  had  been  done  refpedting 
his  trial.  Whilft  he  was  confined  there, 
he  wrote  a  Poem  called,  Eurymedon ;  "  per- 

«  fuaded/' 
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"  fuadcd,"  fays  his  Biographer,  "  that  by  a 
great  effort  of  application  of  mind  to  a  par- 
"  ticular  fubjeft,  he  fhould  alone  be  able  to 
"  foften  the  rigours  of  confinement.'*  He 
wrote  the  following  lines  on  the  walls  of  his 
cell  : 

Doubles  grilles  a  gros  clouxy 
Triples  porteS)  forts  verroux> 
Anx  antes  vraiment  mechantes 
Vous  reprefentez  Venfer^ 
Mais  aux  arms  innocentes 
t  Vous  n'etes  que  du  bois,  dc$  pierresy  et  du  fei\ 

Voltaire  fays,  there  are  no  compofitions  in  the 
French  language,  which  in  ftyle  and  manner 
more  refemble  the  orations  of  Tully,  than  the 
remonftrances  of  Peliffon  to  Louis  XIV.  in  fa- 
vour of  M.  Foucquet. 


M.  DUMOULIN, 

"  I  leave  behind  me,"  fays  this  excellent 
Phyfician  on  his  death-bed,  *  two  moft  power- 
"  ful  remedies,  diet  and  exercife." 
Dryden  has  faid, 

God  never  made  his  work  for  man  to  mend. 
This  may  be  true  of  man  as  he  came  out  of 
the  hands  of  his  great  Creator  j  but  he  has 

0nce, 
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fmce,  by  his  vices  and  his  follies,  debafed  his 
frame,  and  made  it  neceffary  for  him  often  to 
apply  for  the  afliftance  of  thole  who  have  made 
the  difeafes  of  the  body  their  particular  ftudy. 
Yet  with  what  caution  he  (hould  apply,  the 
learned  Frederic  Hoffman  will  warn  him,  who 
wrote  a  book  entitled  "  Medici  Morhonm 
"  Caufa  j"  Phyficrans  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes  ft 

M.  Dumoulin  had  this  infcription  engraved 
over  the  Fountain  of  the  Mineral  Waters  of 
Bourbon ; 

duriferas  dives  jaftet  Pattolus  arenas^ 
filtior  hac  volvit  mortalibus  unda  falutem* 

Unenvied  now,  Padtolus,  roll  along 
Thy  golden  fands,  imtnortaliz'd  in  fong ; 
Our  favour'd  ftreams  in  richer  torrents  flow, 
And  health's  great  blefling  on  mankind  beftow. 

•  "  The  lives  of  many  hyflerical  and  hypochondriacal 
u  patients,"  fays  the  ingenious  Dr.  Ferriar,  of  Manchefter, 
in  his  excellent  Treatife  on  the  Converfion  of  Difeafes, 
"  have  been  at  once  fhortened  and  embittered  by  the 
"  though tlefs  encouragement  given  by  fome  practitioners 
**  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors.  1  have  feenmo  ft  melan* 
*f  choly  inftances  in  which  habits  of  dram-drinking  have 
u  been  thus  acquired,  under  the  fanclion  of  the  medical 
«  attendant,  by  perfons  not  only  temperate  but  delicate  in 
"  their  moral  habits.  In  this  manner  hyflerical  difeafes  of 
"  no  great  moment  are  converted  to  fchimas  of  the  liver 
"  and  dropfy,  to  apoplexy,  palfy,  and  other  difeafes;  fed 
w  pianum  de  tabula** 

The 
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The  three  Greek  words  lately  inferibed  by 
the  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  Harrington  on 
the  Pump-room  at  Bath  have  a  peculiar  and 
fpecific  propriety.  They  are  fimple  and  ele- 
gant in  themfelves,  are  taken  from  a  great  lyric 
fact,  and  allude  to  the  celebrated  fyftera  of 
m  ancient  Philofopher,  that  water  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  all  things ;  and  they  bear  a  fpecific  allu- 
sion to  the  properties  of  the  Bath  waters,  which 
are  extremely  falutary  to  thofe  who  have  in- 
dulged in  wipe  and  fermented  liquors. 


REQNARD. 

Thk  life  of  this  Celebrated  French  Comic 
Poet  appears  to  have  been  a  life  of  real  ro- 
mance. He  was  born  at  Paris  in  1647.  His 
great  paffion  throughout  life  was  that  of  tra- 
velling, In  returning  from  Italy  to  France 
by  an  Englifh  merchant  fliip,  he  was  taken  pri- 
foner  by  an  Algerine  veflel,  and  carried  with 
the  reft  of  the  crew  to  Algiers,  where  he  was 
fold  for  a  flave  to  one  of  the  principal  perfons 
of  that  city.  Regnard,  being  a  very  good 
cook,  was  in  confequence  of  his  knowledge  in 
that  very  ufeful  art  taken  notice  of  by  his  maf* 
ter,  and  treated  with  great  lenity.    He  was 

however 
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however  dete&ed  in  an  intrigue  *  with  one 
of  the  women  of  his  matter's  feraglio,  and  was 
fentenced  either  to  be  impaled,  or  to  turn  Ma- 
hometan. The  French  Conful  at  Algiers,  who 
had  juft  received  a  very  confiderable  fum  of 
money  to  purchafe  Regnard's  liberty,  made  ufe 
of  it  to  procure  him  both  that  and  his  life. 
Regnard,  again  a  free  man,  returned  to  France  : 
having  however  the  gout  de  la  vie  vagabond* 
(as  he  calls  it)  he  travelled  into  Flanders  and 
Holland,  and  from  thence  to  Denmark ;  the 
Sovereign  of  which  country  advifing  him  to 
vifit  Lapland,  he  and  two  other  Frenchmen 
(whom  he  chanced  to  meet  at  Copenhagen) 
went  together  into  Lapland  as  far  as  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Gulph  of  Borneo,  and  extended 
their  travels  even  to  the  Frozen  Sea.  Stopping 
here,  as  they  could  not  poffibly  go  any  farther, 
Regnard  had  thefe  lines  engraved  upon  a  ftone 
on  a  mountain  near  that  immenfe  repofitory 
of  ice : 

Gallia  nos  geniiit^  vidit  nos  Africa^  Gang  em 
Haufimus,  Europamque  oculis  lujlravimus  omnem* 
Cafibus  et  variis  afti  tcrraque  marique 
Sijlimus  hie  tandem  qua  nobis  defuit  orbU. 

In  Gallia  born,  by  fcorching  Afric  view'd, 
And  bath'd  in  Ganges'  confecrated  flood, 

*  The  principal  circumftances  of  tins  intrigue  Regnard 
bai  worked  up  into  a  Novel  called  "La  Proven  $ak" 

We've 
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W  Vp  feen  whate'er  of  nature  and  of  arf* 
P  i  wondering  eyes,  all  Europe  can  impart* 
A  kind  j  ovver  enabled  to  withftand 
.ic  various  perils  of  the  fea  and  land* 
Hu;e  then  we  flop,  here  fix  our  laft  retreat; 
Where  the  world  clofes  on  our  wandering  feet. 

No  one  feems  to  have  felt  more  fenfibly,  or 
to  have  defcribed  more  forcibly,  the  miferies 
of  an  idle  and  undefignated  life  than  M.  Reg* 
nard.  In  fome  port  in  which  he  was  becalmed, 
he  thus  expreffes  his  fenfations  on  the  fubjeft : 
• — "  The  whole  time  in  which  we  were  be* 
<c  calmed,"  fays  he,  "  was  not  entirely  loft  to 
<c  me.  Every  day  I  went  to  the  top  of  fome 
"  high  and  pointed  rock,  from  which  the  view 
"  of  the  fea,  and  of  the  precipices  that  fur- 
"  rounded  it,  correfponded  perfedlly  well  with 
"  my  meditations.  In  thefe  converfations  with 
"  myfelf,  I  laid  open  my  own  felf  to  myfelf. 
"  I  endeavoured  to  difcover,  in  the  very  inmoft 
"  receffes  of  my  heart,  the  fentiments  that  had 
"  been  before  concealed  from  me ;  and  I  faw 
<c  them  as  they  were  in  reality,  and  without 
"  difguife.  I  threw  my  eyes  back  upon  the 
"  agitations  of  my  paft  life,  where  I  faw  defigns 
u  without  execution,  and  enterprizes  without 
"  fuccefs.  I  cpnfidered  my  prefent  ftate  of 
"  life,  my  continual  change  of  place,  my  con- 
"  ftant  though  ufelefs  travels,  and  the  continual 

"  emotions 
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4<  emotions  with  which  I  was  harafled.  I 
f*  recognized  my felf  but  too  well  under  every  one 
"  of  thefe  fituations,  into  which  mere  caprice, 
"  mere  ficklenefs  had  directed  me,  without 
"  being  able  to  allow  even  my  vanity  and  felf- 
"  love  to  tell  me  any  thing  in  my  favour.  I 
"  then  began  to  make  a  juft  eftimate  of  what 
€C  I  had  been  doing  5  I  became  but  too  fenfiblc 
"  how  contrary  all  that  I  had  ever  done  was, 
"  to  the  proper  buflnefs  of  life,  which  confifts 
"  in  quiet  and  in  tranquillity;  and  that  that 
?  happy  ftate  of  mind  is  only  to  be  found  in 
"  fome  agreeable  profeflion  or  bufinefs,  which 
"  arrefts  the  human  mind  in  the  fame  manner 
"  as  an  anchor  flops  a  veffel  in  the  midft  of  a 
*€  ftorm. 

*6  There  is  perhaps,"  adds  M.  Regnard, 
"  nothing  more  difficult  in  human  life  than 
"  the  choice  of  a  profeflion.  Hence  it  hap- 
"  pens,  that  there  are  fo  many  perfons  who 
"  live  without  any  profeflion,  and  who  exift 
"  in  a  perpetual  and  difgraceful  indolence,  not 
"  fpending  their  time  in  the  way  in  which  they 
"  would  wifh  to  fpend  it,  but  as  they  have  been 
"  accuftomed  to  fpend  it,  whether  from  their 
"  apprehenfion  of  difficulty,  from  their  love 
"  of  idlenefs,  or  their  diflike  to  labour.  The 
"  life  of  thefe  miferable  perfons  is  a  ftate  of 
4i  perpetual  agitation ;  and  if,  at  an  advanced 

"  period 
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€c  period  of  life,  they  feemed  to  be  fixed  to  afty 
cc  thing,  it  is  not  the  dillike  to  motion,  but  their 
*  inability  to  move,  that  is  the  caule  of  it* 
"  Thefe  perfons  are  continually  accufing  For- 
c<  tune  of  having  treated  them  ill :  they  are 
cc  continually  complaining  of  the  badnefs  of 
c<  the  time:,  and  the  wickednefs  of  the  age. 
"  They  are  continually  flying  from  one  place 
**  to  another,  and  are  never  pleafed  with  any. 
**  In  winter  they  are  too  cold,  in  fummer  they 
f?  are  too  hot.  If  they  make  a  voyage  by  fea, 
w  they  are  foon  tired  of  the  inconveniences 
"  of  being  on  (hip-board  5  if  they  travel  by 
**  land,  they  are  incommoded  by  duft,  by  bad 
"  horfes,  by  bad  inns.  If  they  go  to  any 
"  place,  they  are  foon  tired  of  it,  and  go  to 
"  fcfne  other  place.  Thus  flying  ever  from 
"  themfelves,  they  always  carry  with  them 
"  their  own  inconftancy  of  mind,  yet  appear 
"  to  forget  that  the  caufe  of  their  wretchednefs 
"  is  within  themfelves,  and  do  not  remember 
"  what  Horace  has  long  ago  told  them, 

■  ■    ■     P  atria  quis  ex  ill 

Se  queque  jugit  ? 

thus  exquintely  tranflated  by  Mr.  Haftings, 

What  vagrant  from  his  native  land 
E'er  left  bimfclf  behind? 


One 
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O.tfe  of  the  mod  ftriking  pi&ures  that  was 
ever  made  of  the  wretchednefs  and  miiery  of 
an  idle  and  unappropriated  life  is  to  be  me':  with 
in  Lord  Clarendon's  Dialogue  on  the  Want  of 
Refped  due  to  Old  Age,  in  the  volume  of  his 
Tra&s,  where  he  gives  the  following  melancholy 
account  of  one  of  his  country  neighbours  : 

"  When  I  vifited  this  Gentleman  in  the 
*£  morning  I  always  found  him  in  his  bed,  and 
<c  when  1  came  in  the  afternoon  he  was  afleep, 
"  and  to  mod  men  befides  myfelf  was  denied, 
"  but  was  very  willing  to  be  called  when  I 
"  came,  and  always  received  me  with  cheerful- 
"  nefs.  C-:ce  walking  with  him,  I  doubted 
"  he  was  melancholy,  and  by  fpending  his 
xc  time  fo  much  in  his  bed,  and  fo  much  alone, 
"  that  there  was  fomething  which  troubled 
"  him,  otherwise  that  it  could  not  be  that  a 
"  man  upon  whom  God  had  poured  down  fo 
"  many  bleffings,  in  the  comfort  of  fo  excellent 
"  a  wife,  who  had  brought  him  fo  many  hope- 
u  ful  children,  and  in  the  poffeffion  of  fo 
"  ample  an  eftate,  fhould  appear  in  the  courfe 
"  of  his  life,  and  in  the  fpending  of  his  time, 
"  to  be  fo  little  contented  as  he  appeared  to 
"  be.  To  which,  with  a  countenance  a  little 
"  more  ereft  and  cheerful,  he  anfwered,  that 
"  he  thought  himfelf  the  moft  happy  man 

vol*  iv.  Y  "  alive 
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"  alive  in  a  wife,  who  was  all  the  comfort  he 
<c  could  have  in  this  world  ;  that  he  was  at  fo 
<c  much  eafe  in  his  fortune,  that  he  could  not 
"  wifh  it  greater.  But  he  faid,  he  would  deal 
u  freely  with  me,  and  tell  me,  if  he  were  me- 
"  lancholy  (which  he  fufpe&ed  himfelf  of), 
€C  what  was  the  true  caufe  of  it :  that  he  had 
"  fomewhat  he  knew  not  what  to  do  with ;  his 
"  time  he  knew  not  how  to  fpend,  which  was 
"  the  reafon  he  loved  his  bed  fo  much,  and 
"  flept  at  other  times,  which,  he  faid,  he  found 
u  did  already  do  him  no  good  in  his  health. 
*  I  told  him,  that  I  had  obferved  in  his  clofet 
"  many  books  finely  bound,  which  I  prefumed 
"  he  might  find  good  divertifement  in  reading. 
"  To  which  he  replied,  that  they  were  all 
"  French  romances,  which  he  had  read  enough, 
"  and  never  found  himfelf  the  better,  for  want 
"  of  fome  kind  of  learning,  which  was  necef- 
"  fary  to  make  thofe  obfervations  which  might 
"  arife  even  from  thefe  books  ufeful  5  and  he 
"  confeffed  that  he  could  not  read  any  book 
"  for  half  an  hour  together  without  fleeping. 
"  All  which,  he  faid  with  a  deep  figh,  was  to 
"  be  imputed  to  the  ill-education  lie  had  had, 
"  which  made  him  fpend  that  time  in  which 
"  he  ought  to  have  laid  up  a  ftock  of  know- 
"  ledge,  which  would  have  made  his  age  de- 
"  lectable  to  him,  in  dancing  and  fuch  other 

"  trifles, 
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**  trifles,  the  fkill  and  perfedion  wherein  xnzn 
*c  grow  weary  of  as  foon  as  they  are  grown  per- 
fed  men,  and  yet  when  it  is  too  late  to 
"  cultivate  their  minds  with  nobler  ftudies, 
"  which  they  are  unapt  then  to  enter  upon, 
"  becaufe  they  fee  what  progrefs  much  younger 
"  men  have  made  in  thofe  ftudies  before  they 
u  begin,  and  fo  chufe  rather  to  flatter  them- 
"  felves  in  their  ignorance."  In  the  courfe  of 
the  narration,  it  appears  that  the  father  of  this 
unhappy  man  had,  from  a  foolifli  notion  that 
his  fon  might  learn  fome  vices  at  the  Englifh 
Univerfities,  fent  him  to  one  of  the  French 
Academies,  where,  as  himfelf  told  Lord  Claren- 
don, "  Truft  me,  neighbour,"  faid  he,  "  all 
"  that  is  learned  in  thefe  Academies  is  riding, 
<c  fencing,  and  dancing,  beCdes  fome  wicked- 
"  neffes  they  do  not  profefs  to  teach,  and  yet 
<c  are  too  eafily  learnt,  and  with  difficulty 
"  avoided,  fuch  as  I  hope  our  Univerfities  are 
"  not  infeded  with.  It  is  true,"  added  he, 
"  they  have  men  there  who  teach  Arithmetic, 
<c  which  they  call  philofophy ;  and  the  art  of 
€c  fortification,  which  they  call  mathematics ; — 
<c  but  what  learning  they  have  there  I  might 
"  eafily  imagine,  when  he  allured  me,  that  in 
"  three  years  which  he  fpent  in  the  Academy, 
"  he  never  faw  a  Latin  book,  nor  any  Mailer 
*  that  taught  any  thing  there,  who  would  not 
X  z  "  haw 
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<S  have  taken  it  very  ill  to  have  been  fufpedt- 
"  ed  to  fpeak  or  underftand  Latin.  Oh,  neigh- 
"  hour,"  continued  he,  "  I  do  promife  you, 
"  that  none  of  my  children  (hall  have  that 
"  breeding,  left  when  they  come  to  my  age, 
"  they  know  not  better  to  fpend  their  time 
"  than  I  do."  Lord  Clarendon  adds,  "  that 
"  this  unhappy  Gentleman's  melancholy  daily 
<c  increafcd  with  the  agony  of  his  thoughts, 
*c  till  he  contrafted  thofe  difeafes  which  car- 
€C  ried  him  off  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix  years/' 


SENEGAL 

5 

This  celebrated  French  Epigrammatift  was 
valet-de-chambre  to  Maria  Therefa,  the  Queen 
of  Louis  XIV.  In  early  life  he  had  been  long 
wavering  with  refpeft  to  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
feffion  he  was  to  follow ;  he  however,  at  laft, 
very  dutifully,  and  very  wifely,  deferred  to  the 
opinion  of  his  Father  *,  who  chofe  for  him  the 

pro- 

*  On  the  fubjeft  of  the  choice  of  a  profeflion.  Dr.  John- 
fori,  with  his  ufual  fagacity  of  remark,  fays,  (i  I  have  ever 
"  thought  thofe  happy  that  have  been  fixed  from  the  firft 
"  dawn  of  thought  to  fome  ftate  of  life,  by  the  choice  of 
u  one  whofe  authority  may  preclude  caprice,  and  whofe 
"  influence  may  prejudice  them  in  favour  of  his  opinion. 

"  The 
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profeffion  of  the  Law.  Whilft  he  remained  in 
his  ftate  of  uncertainty  he  wrote  the  following 
lines;  to  which,  from  the  peculiar  neatnefs  and 
felicity  of  expreflion  contained  in  them,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  do  juftice  in  a  trans- 
lation. 

l'irresolu. 

Pendant  que  Luc  delibere 
Sur  ce  quil  doit  devenir^ 
Et  s'il  ejl  bon  de  ft  faire^ 
Homme  d'eglife  on  d'affaires 
Avocat  ou  moufquetaire. 
Plus  vite  qu'un fouvenir, 
Le  temps  a  V  aile  legere 
Part,  pour  ne  plus  revenir^ 
Ses  beaux  jours  vont  s'  embrunir^ 
Et  la  vieillcjp  s'avance. 


u  The  general  precept  of  confulting  the  genius  is  of  little 
u  ufe,  unlefs  we  can  tell  how  that  genius  is  to  be  known. 
u  If  it  is  only  to  be  difcovered  by  experiment,  life  will  be 
"  loft  before  the  resolution  can  be  fixed.  If  any  other  in- 
"  clications  are  to  be  found,  they  may,  perhaps,  be  eafily 
"  difcerned.  At  leaft,  if  to  mifcarry  in  an  attempt  be  a 
"  proof  of  having  miftaken  the  direction  of  the  genius, 
<;  men  appear  not  lefs  frequently  miftaken  with  regard  to 
<c  themfeives  than  to  others;  and  therefore  no  one  has 
u  much  reafon  to  complain,  that  his  life  was  planned  out 
*4  by  his  friends,  or  to  be  confident  that  he  mould  have 
"  had  either  more  honour  or  more  happinefs,  by  being 
H  abandoned  to  the  choice  of  his  own  fancy,5' 

y  3  Juparavant 


Juparavant  qu'il  commence 
11  feroit  temps  de  finir. 
Fiottant  dans  V incertitude^ 
Luc  rejie  infenfiblement^ 
Inutile  egalement 
Pour  la  guerrey  pour  Petude^ 
Le  monde  &  la  folitude. 
Quant  a  moi,  je  prevois  bien 
Que  cher chant  trop  a  fe  connoitre^ 
Ce  qu'il  peut  ce  qu'il  veut  etrey 
Enfin  Luc  ne /era  rien. 

Sene^ai  ufed  to  call  clieerfulnefs  of  temper 
"  la  beaume  de  la  vie"  He  wrote  fome  Me- 
moirs of  Cardinal  de  Retz,  which  are  now  pro- 
cured with  difficulty,  and  which  differ  in 
fome  refp-ds  from  thofe  publilhed  by  his 
Eminence. 


LAINEZ 

was  an  excellent  Scholar  and  an  elegant  Poet. 
He  divided  his  time  between  the  pleafures  of 
the  table  and  his  ftudies.  Some  one  having 
expreffed  his  furprize  at  feeing  him  in  the 
King's  Library  at  Paris  early  one  morning, 
after  he  had  {pent  the  preceding  night  jovially 
6  with 
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with  him,  he  replied,  in  imitation  of  two  well- 
known  lines  of  Martial. 

Regnat  notle  calif,  volvuntur  biblia  mane. 
Cum  Phcebo  Bacchus  dividit  impcriwn. 

All  night  I  drink,  and  ftudy  hard  all  day, 
Bacchus  with  Phoebus  holds  divided  fway. 

He  faid  of  thofe  elegant  little  French  vo- 
lumes called"  the  "  Ana*"  that  they  were  the 
blanc  manger  of  Literature. 


RACINE. 

Voltaire  ufed  to  fay,  that  nothing  could 
be  fo  eafy  as  to  make  a  commentary  upon  the 
writings  of  this  elegant  writer,  for  that  the  au- 
thor would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  put 
under  every  paflage,  "  fine,  admirable,  excel- 
"  lent,  charming,  &c."  The  French  fcholars 
univerfally  prefer  his  verfes  to  thofe  of  any 
Poet  in  their  unmufical  language.  Racine  was 
by  no  means  a  man  of  good  temper,  and  was 
extremely  rough  and  impetuous  in  converfa- 

*  A  feiecHon  has  been  lately  made  from  thefe  little 
volumes  by  a  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  whole  tafte 
in  making  it  Slew's  him  to  be  the  worthy  eleve  of  Dr.  Jofeph 
Warton.  See  u  Selections  from  the  French  Anas,  2  vols. 
M  i2mo. " 

X  4  tion. 
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tion.  He  had  once  a  long  and  violent  dif- 
pute  with  his  friend  Boileau when  it  was 
over,  Boileau,  with  great  Jang  froid,  faid  to  him, 
"  Had  you  any  real  intention  juft  now  of  mak- 
"  ing  me  uneafy  ?" — "  God  forbid,  my  good  old 
"  friend,' '  replied  Racine. — "  Well  then/!  faid 
Boileau,  "  you  have  done  what  you  did  not 
"  intend  to  do,  for  indeed  you  have  made  me 
uneafy." 

Yet  Racine  had  fo  great  an  attachment  to 
Boileau,  that  when  the  fatyrift  vifited  him  on 
his  death-bed,  he  faid,  throwing  his  arms  around 
him,  "  I  lock  upon  it  as  a  great  happinefs  that 
\  <f  I  die  before  you." 

Racine  read  extremely  well.  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  fent  to  him  one  day  when  he  was 
indifpofed,  to  read  fomething  to  him.  Racine 
propofed  the  celebrated  Tranflation  of  Pkn 
tarch's  Lives  by  Amyot.  "  The  language  is 
"  antiquated,"  faid  the  King. — "  Wei],  then, 
"  Sir,"  replied  Racine,  "  I  can  correct  that 
"  defeft  {  I  will  put  him  into  modern  French/' 
This  Racine  did,  and  pleafed  his  Sovereign  ex;^ 
tremely. 

Racine,  foon  after  his,  appointment  to  the 
place  cf  Hiflcriographer  to  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth* 
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teenth,  requefted  an  audience — "  Sire/*  faid  he, 
"  an  Hiiiorian  ought  not  to  flatter;  he  is  bound 
w  to  reprefent  his  hero  exactly  as  he  is.  He 
*c  ought  indeed  to  pafs  over  nothing.  In  what 
"  way  does  your  Majefty  choofe  that  I  fhould 
"  fpeak  of  your  gallantries  ?" — "  Pafs  them 
"  over,"  replied  the  King,  coolly.  "  But,  alas ! 
"  Sire,"  replied  Racine,  with  great  manlinefs, 
"  what  I  omit,  the  reader  will  fupply."  Louis 
replied,  "  Pafs  them  over,  I  tell  you." — Racine 
added,  "  As  there  are  many  incredible  things, 
<c  Sire,  in  the  life  of  your  Majefty,  the  fincerity 
"  with  which  I  fhould  avow  the  weaknefles  of 
"  my  Hero  to  my  reader,  will  perfuade  him 
"  that  I  regard  the  truth,  and  this  regard  to 
<c  truth  will,  in  his  mind,  be  a  paflport  for  my 
"  hiftory."  Louis  replied,  "  I  am  not  yet  de- 
"  cided  in  my  opinion  what  you  ought  to  do: 
"  All  that  I  can  tell  you  at  prefent  is,  to  pafs 
over  my  intrigues." 

Racine  ufed  to  fay  of  Lucan,  that  he  was 
Virgil  drunk,  "  Virgilc  ivreT  There  are  flill, 
however,  much  fire  and  fpirit  in  his  inebriety — 
particular  pafiages  are  exquifitc,  Corneille  pre- 
ferred Lucan  to  Virgil. 

Rarifte  wrote  fcveral  notes  on  the  margin  of 
his  editions  of  the  Greek  Dramatic  Poets. 

They 
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They  are  preferved  in  the  King's  Library  at 
Paris. 


CHARPENTIER. 

The  Charpentieriana  feems  to  have  very  good 
reafons  for  fuppofing  the  author  of  that  formerly 
much  read  book  "  The  Turkijk  Spy,"  to  have 
been  an  Italian  of  the  name  of  Marana,  who  re* 
fided  at  Paris. 


FATHER  BOUSSIERES. 

One  of  the  moft  fingular  dedications,  per- 
haps, in  the  world,  is  that  of  this  learned  Monk's 
u  Parterre  Hijlorique"  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
whom  he  thus  addreflfes : 

"  MATRI   DEI   REGINJE  MUNDl" 

"  To  the  Mother  of  God  and  the  Queen  of 
«  the  World. 

"  After  fuch  auguft  titles,  O  great  Queen, 
"  I  am  almoft  alhamed  to  offer  to  you  fuch  a 

•  trifle  as  this  book  is ;  but  I  have  fo  ftrong  a 
"  defire  to  let  mankind  know  that  I  owe  you 
"  every  thing,  that  I  am  tempted  to  do  it, 

*  without  paying  that  refpeft  which  I  ought 

"  to 
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"  to  do  to  your  greatnefs ;  though  Indeed,  to 
"  fpeak  truly,  I  diminifh  not  a  tittle  of  your 
"  greatnefs,  when  I  have  recourfe  to  your 
"  kindnefs.  Permit  me  then,  O  great  Queen, 
m  again  to  renew  the  offering  which  I  make  to 
"  you  in  confecrating  to  you  the  firft-fruits  of 
"  my  fludies,  hoping  that  this  work  of  mine 
"  (however  inconfiderable  in  itfelf)  will  be  in 
<c  fome  degree  efteemed  by  the  world  on  ao 
"  count  of  your  adorable  name,  which  it  bears 
u  infcribed  on  the  firfl  pag©*of-it,  and  that  the 
"  Author  chofe  expreisiy  to  procure  for  it  fafety 
"  and  prote&ion." 

"  La  Parterre  Hi/loric[ue"  Lyon,  1672. 


SEGRAIS, 

the  Author  of  the  celebrated  Romance  of 
"  Zaide,"  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the 
Thirteenth  of  France,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
that  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  fays,  "  I  find 
"  myfelf  much  more  happy  in  France  under  its 
"  prefent  Government,  than  a  Dutchman  is 
"  with  all  his  pretended  liberty.  He  pays  fo 
"  many  taxes,  that  fuppofing  he  had  fix  thou- 
"  land  livres  a-ycar,  he  mufh  pay  two  thoufand 
"  out  of  them  ;  whilft  I,  by  paying  fometimcs 
k\  for  the  regifter  of  my  coat  of  arms,  and  occa- 

"  fionally 
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H  fionally  Tome  other  fmall  fum  for  the  necef* 
u  fities  of  the  State,  live  in  peace  and  fecurity. 
u  A  Dutchman  has  no  idea  how  any  man  can 
"  bear  a  Government  fo  defpotic  as  that  of 
H  France.  But  with  us,  at  prefent,  individuals 
"  are  more  happy  than  they  were  before,  when 
"  theleaft  bit  of  a  Gentleman  would  play  the 
**•  petty  tyrant  upon  his  eftate.  In  our  whole 
"  Province  of  Normandy  we  had  only  two  or 
*i  three  Noblemen  who  behaved  themfelves 
iC  like  brave  and  honeft  Gentiemen,  The  reft 
"  of  them,  who  ufed  to  tyrannize  over  their 
"  Farmers,  and  beat  them,  are  all  gone  to  the 
sc  Devil,.  Was.  it  not  a  fhameful  and  a  fcan- 
"  dalous  thing,  that  a  miferable  Counfellor  of 
*6  Parliament  had  it  in  his  power  to  make 
**  every-body  within  twelve  miles  afraid  of 
H  hi*n!" 

"  Cardinal  de  Retz,"  fays  Segrais,  «  told  as 
"  a  truth  fomething  of  which  I  knew  pofitively 
*f  the  contrary.  To  avoid  mentioning  that  his. 
€f  Eminence  had  told  a  lie,  I  obferved  to  him, 

that  he  ought  to  do  as  the  late  Madame  de 
"  Montpenfier  did,  who  ufed  to  fay,  that  fhe 

never  told  an  untruth,  but  that  fhe  made  ufe 
"  of  her  imagination  to  fupply  the  defeat  of 
t*  her  memory," 
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"  When  I  was  young,"  fays  Segrais  in  his 
Memoirs,  "  I  was  fond  of  making  verfes,  and 
"  of  reading  them  indifferently  to  all  forts  of 
<€  perfons.  But  I  perceived,  that  when  M. 
"  Scarron,  who  was  however  my  intimate  friend, 
"  took  out  his  portefeuille,  and  read  me  fome 

*  of  his  verfes,  he  bored  me  exceffively,  al- 

*  though  his  verfes  were  very  good.  I  then 
"  began  to  reflect,  that  as  my  verfes  were  not 
"  near  fo  good  as  his,  I  muft  in  a  greater  degree 
u  bore  my  friends  (who  moil  probably  did  nor 
*£  like  poetry  as  well  as  I  did) ;  and  I  then  laid 
<c  myfelf  down  a  refoluticn,  never  to  read  my 
"  verfes  except  to  thofe  who  afked  me,  and 
"  even  then  to  take  care  that  I  did  mat  give 
u  them  too  many  of  them." 

Segrais,  fpeaking  of  the  difturbances  at  Paris 
in  his  time  called  La  Fronde,  fays,  "  The  party 
"  that  oppofed  the  Court  had  no  real  reafon 
"  for  doing  fo.  It  was  to  them  an  agreeable 
"  amufement,  in  which  there  was  a  good  deal 
"  of  laughing,  and  in  which  every  thing  was 
"  made  fun  of  in  doggerel  verfes."  Would 
to  Heaven  that  the  late  Frondeurs  in  that 
Country  had  been  as  harmlefs  and  as  plea- 
fant ! 
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LULLI. 

§ 

This  great  Mufician  was  one  day  reproached 
with  fetting  nothing  to  mufic  but  the  languid 
verfes  of  Quinault.  He  ran  immediately  to 
his  harpfichord,  and  after  having  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes run  over  the  keys  in  a  mod  violent  man- 
ner, and  with  great  violence  of  gefture,  fang 
from  Racine's  tragedy  of  "  Iphigenie"  the  fol- 
lowing terrific  lines : 

Tin  Pretre  environne  d'une  foulc  cruelle 
Portera  fur  ma  file,  une  main  criminelle 
Dechirera  Jon  fein^  et  d*un  ceil  curieux 
Dans  fon  cceur  palpitant  confultera  les  Dieux. 

What,  fhall  a  Prieft  with  facred  fury  wild 
Extend  his  ruthlefs  hands  upon  my  child  ! 
And  whilft  with  ftupid  cruelty  profound 
The  lovely  victim  the  vile  herd  furround, 
Pierce  her  foft  bofom,  and  with  curious  eye 
The  future  in  her  quivering  heart  defcry  ? 

Lulli,  thinking  himfelf  dying,  fent  for  his 
ConfefTor,  who  would  not  give  him  abfolution 
uniefs  he  burnt  the  laft  Opera  he  had  compofed,, 
and  which  was  in  manufcript.  Lulli  diiputed 
for  fome  time,  but  all  in  vain ;  at  laft  he  threw 
it  into  the  fire  before  the  Prieft's  face,  and 
received  abfolution.  On  his  getting  better,  the 
Prince  of  Conde  came  to  fee  him,  and  told  him 

what 


lulli.  335 

what  a  fimpleton  he  had  been  to  deftroy  one  of 
his  finefl  compofitions.  "  Do  not  condemn 
"  me,  Sir,  unheard,"  replied  the  Mufician  to 
the  Prince,  "  I  knew  very  well  what  I  was 
u  about :  I  have  another  copy."  Lulli  died  at 
laft  of  a  wound  which  he  had  given  himfelf  in 
his  foot,  by  beating  time  with  too  much  vio- 
lence with  his  cane.  Agitated  by  the  extremeft 
remorfe  for  the  free  life  which  he  had  led,  he 
ordered  himfelf  to  be  placed  upon  allies,  and 
a  rope  to  be  put  about  his  neck,  and  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  expired,  chanting  from  the  *?  Prvfa 
Eccleftqfiica"  of  the  Romifh  Church,  «  Oh 
cc  wretched  finner,  you  mull  die!" 

When  Cardinal  d'Eftrees  was  at  Rome,  he 
praifed  Corelli's  Sonatas  very  much  before  that 
exquifite  Author.  "  Sir,"  replied  Corelli,  "  if 
u  they  have  any  merit,  it  is  becaufe  I  have  ftu- 
"  died  Lulli."  Handel  himfelf  has  imitated 
Lulli  in  many  of  his  Overtures. 


M.  ARNAULD  D'ANDILLY. 

This  learned  and  pious  head  of  the  illuftri- 
ous  family  that  bears  his  name,  was  intended 
by  Anne  of  Auftria  for  a  very  confiderable  em- 
ployment 
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ployment  at  her  Court,  which  he  refufed,  and 
retired  to  the  celebrated  feminary  of  learning 
and  of  piety  near  Paris,  fo  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Port  Royal  des  Champs.  As  by  the 
rules  of  that  venerable  Society  every  member 
of  it  was  obliged  to  have  fome  manual  employ- 
ment, Arnauld  purfued  that  of  gardening.  He 
fent  every  year  a  prefent  of  fruits  which  he  had 
cultivated  himfelf  to  Anne  of  Auftria :  Cardi- 
nal  Mazarin  ufed  to  call  them  "lesfruits.be- 
nits."  He  died  at  Port  Royal  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  is  thus  defcribed  by  a 
perfon  who  knew  him  at  the  latter  part  of  his 
life: 

"  His  fparkling  eyes,  his  firm  and  quick 
"  flep,  his  voice  of  thunder,  his  body  upright 
*  and  vigorous,  his  gray  hairs  that  fo  well  con- 
"  traded  with  the  ruddinefs  of  his  cheeks,  his 
"  grace  in  mounting  and  in  fitting  his  horfe, 
"  his  ftrength  of  memory,  the  readinefs  of  his 
*'  wit,  the  force  of  his  hand  both  to  hold  his 
"  pen  and  to  prune  his  trees,  inlure  him  a  kind 
"  of  immortality  amongft  the  Society  to  which 
, "  he  belongs.'* 

M.  Arnauld  tranilated  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Jews  from  the  Greek  of  Jofephus;  the  Lives 
•f  the  Saints  and  Fathers  of  the  Defert,  com- 
piled 
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piled  from  the  Fathers  of  the  Church ;  fomc 
books  upon  Gardening,  and  iome  facred  Poems, 
which  he  calls  CEuvrcs  ChretknnesJ*  Thefe 
Poems  were  lately  prefented  to  a  Lady,  between 
whom  and  this  virtuous  Nobleman  a  parallel 
might  be  very  fairly  drawn.  The  following 
lines  accompanied  them ; 

What !  "  (Euvres  Chretiennes"  to  B— - —  fend  ? 
What,  teach  ev'n  pious  excellence  to  mend? 
No;  but  to  fhew  her  how  in  Arnauld's  lines 
Her  faint-like  life  in  his  reflected  fliines. 

"  M.  Arnauld  D'Andilly  is  a  man,"  fays 
Balzac,  "who,  poflefiing  the  moral  as  well  as  the 
"  Chriftian  virtues,  was  neither  vain  of  the  firft, 
"  nor  alhamed  of  the  laft." 

It  was  one  day  obferved  to  M.  Arnauld,  how 
wonderful  it  was  that  his  brother's  book,  the 
celebrated  "  Liyre  de  la  Frequent  e  Communion" 
though  written  by  a  young  man  who  had  juft 
finifhed  his  ftudies,  and  who  had  not  lived  in 
the  great  world,  fhould  have  been  written  with 
fuch  elegance  and  politenefs.  He  replied,  u  that 
"  there  was  no  ground  for  aftonifhment,  for 
"  that  his  brother  merely  fpoke  the  language 
"  of  his  family," 

M.  D'Arnauld  went  to  Verfailles  to  return 
Louis  XIV.  his  thanks  for  appointing  his  fon 
vol.  jv,  t  M.  de 


338  M.  ARNAULP  r/ANDILLY. 

M.  de  Pomponne  Secretary  of.  State.  Louis 
very  obligingly  told  him,  "  that  he  was  well 
"  rewarded  For4*  what  he  had  done  for  M.  de 
"  Pomponne,  by  the  applaufes  that  were  uni- 
"  verfally  given  to  the  choice  he  had  made  of 
u  him '  for  that  employment;"  and  after  hav- 
ing paid  M.  Arnauld  fome  compliments  upon 
his  virtues  and  his  learning,  he  faid  to  him  with 
a  fmile,  "  Yet,  Sir,.  I  cannot  help  thinking  but 
**  that  you  have  a  fin  upon  your  confcience  of 
"  which  }ou  have  not  repented/' 

"  Your  Majefty,"  replied  M,  Arnauld,  H  will, 
"  I  hope,  tell  me  what  it  is,  that  I  may  attempt 
"  to  diveft  myfelf  of  it,  either  by  corredting  it 
"  or  by  doing  penance  for  it," — "  That,  Sir," 
added  the  polite  Monarch,  "  is  to  have  told 
"  the  world  in  yovjr  fine  Preface  to  Jofephus, 
"  that  you  tranflated  that  author  at  the  age  of 
$c  eighty.  For  furely  you  muft  be  a  little  proud 
"  to  fee  yourfelf  at  that  age  ftill  capable  of  pro- 
"  ducing  a  work  fo  excellent  and  fo  highly 
?  efteemed." 

M.  Arnauld  wrote  likewife  the  Memoirs  of 
his  own  Life,  which  are  excellent, 
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It  feems  as  if  all  who  bore. this  illuftrious 
name  were  defigned  to  be  eminent  for  fome 
excellent  quality  or  others  for  learning,  for 
bravery,  for  virtue,  or  for  piety.  The  Bifliop 
of  Angers,  as  his  Nephew  tells  us  in  his  Memoirs, 
was  never  once  out  of  his  diocefe  *  after  the  care 
of  it  was  committed  to  his  charge.  His  delir 
cacy  about  his  epifcopal  duties  was  fo  great,  that 
being  one  day  at  Saumur  within  his  diocefe, 
where  Louis  the  Fourteenth  was  with  his  Court, 
and  as  he  was  walking  with  fome  other  Bifhops, 
hearing  a  foldier  fay,  "  What,  (hall  we  never  fee 
*  any  thing  but  Bifhops  here  ?"  he  felt  himfelf 
much  mortified,  as  if  it  could  poffibly  have 
regarded  himfelf.  The  Bilhop  was  fo  unnecef- 
farily  fcrupulpus,  that  paffing  a  river  in  a  boat, 
where  one  of  the  boatmen  fell  into  the  water 
through  drunkennefs,  and  was  drowned,  after 
having  fent  fome  money  to  the  widow,  he  often 
made  a  pilgrimage  on  foot  to  an  hermitage  at 
fome  diftance  from  his  place  of  refidence  to 
pray  for  the  foul  of  the  boatman. 

*  This  may  be  very  commendable  in  a  Catholic 
Bifliop.  In  England,  our  Prelates  being  Peers  as  well  as 
Bifhops,  their  attendance  in  Parliament  becomes  a  part  of 
their  duty. 

*  ft 
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ABBE  ARNAULD 

was  tlie  fon  of  M.  Arnauld  D'Andilly,  and 
wrote  fome  very  entertaining  Memoirs  of  his 
Life.    "  My  mother,' 9  fays  he,  in  one  part 
of  them,  "  was  brought  up  in  England,  whilft 
"  her  father,  M.  de  la  Boderie,  was  Ambaf* 
"  fador  from  the  Court  of  France  to  James 
"  the  Firft.    She  has  often  told  me,  that  at 
"  one  of  the  combats  between  bull-dogs  and 
"  lions,  in  London  (a  fight  very  common  at 
u  that  time  in  England)  at  which  the  King 
u  and  his  Court  were  prefent,  one  of  the  Maids 
"  of  Honour  to  the  Queen  was  attended  by 
<c  a  young  man  of  fafhion  who  was  much 
u  attached  to  her,  and  to  whom  fhe  (hewed 
"  very  little  kindnefs.    The  Lady,  either  to 
*'  prove  the  ftrength  of  his  paflion,  or  perhaps, 
as  the  Abbe  fays,  to  get  rid  of  him,  dropped 
fC  one  of  her  gloves  upon  the  ftage,  and  turning 
"  to  the  Gentleman,  affe&ed  to  appear  exr 
"  tremely  concerned  at  her  lofs.     He  well 
u  knew  what  this  meant,  and  coming  down 
<c  very  coolly  from  his  feat,  walked  upon  the 
"  ftage  with  his  fword  drawn,  and  his  left  arrn 
?'  wrapped  up  in  his  cloak.    He  then  picked 
<c  up  the  glove,  which  had  expofed  him  to 
"  fuch  imminent  danger.    By  good  luck  the 
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€C  lion  was  too  much  engaged  on  the  oppofite 

u  fide  of  the  ftage  with  the  bull-dogs  to  take 

"  notice  of  him.    He  next  retired  to  his  feat 

u  with  the  fame  coolnefs  with  which  he  had 

"  quitted  it,  when  turning  to  the  Lady,  and 

"  giving  her  a  very  gentle  tap  on  the  cheek 

u  with  the  glove,  Here,  Madam,  is  your  glove  ! 

"  Indeed  you  do  not  deferve  to  have  a  man 

"  like  myfelf  attached  to  you.    From  that 

u  time  he  . took  no  further  notice  of  her.  His 

"  behaviour  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole 

"  Court  y  her's  was  the  ftiarr^e  and  the  con- 

"  tempt.,, 


ANTHONY  ARNAULD, 

DOCTOR  OF  THE  SORBONNEe 

Boileau  calls  him 

Les  plus  ffavant  mortel  que  ait  jamais  ecrit^ 

the  moft  learned  man  that  ever  wrote ;  and, 
indeed,  when  one  confiders  the  number  and 
quality  of  his  writings,  we  Ihall  have  lefs  fcruple 
to  admit  the  Satirift's  eulogy  upon  him  *. 

#  His  works  confift  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  vo* 
lumes,  on  JLogic,  Grammar,  Metaphyfica,  and  Controverfial 
Divinity. 

z  3  Madame 
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Madame  de  Guimene  had  written  to  him 
on  the  education  of  her  only  fon  with  great 
maternal  folicitude.    After  anfwering  her  letter 
with  fome  detail,  he  adds,  "  Permit  me  to 
"  allure  you,  Madam,  that  it  is  merely  from 
"  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Devil  that  you  affeft 
w  to  fear,  that  in  the  attempt  to  render  your 
€€  fon  a  man  of  piety,  his  mind  may  become 
"  confined  and  prejudiced,  and  that  being 
H  well  with  God  he  may  be  ill  with  the  world, 
"  On  the  contrary,  I  can  affure  you,  that  if 
"  he  is  placed  under  the  dire&ion  of  proper 
"  mafhers,  his  under ffcanding  and  his  courage 
"  will  be  confiderably  enlarged  by  his  pietyr 
<c  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  fo 
"  truly  grand  as  the  Chriflian  philofophy,  nor 
"  any  perfon  fo  noble-minded  as  a  true  Chrif- 
"  tian*.     Particular  care  will  be  taken  to 
fC  render  him  polifhed,  civil,  and  well-bred,. 
*'  at  the  fame  time  that  he  is  taught  the  proper 
"  ufe  of  all  thefe  qualities,  and  to  employ  them 
"  rather  for  the  fervice  of  God  than  for  the 
"  vanity  of  the  world  f" 

*  ic  A  Chriftian  is  the  nobleft  ftyle  of  man." 

Dr.  Youn&» 

•f  cC  Every  virtue  enjoined  by  Chriftianity  as  a  virtue, 
"  is  recommended  by  politenefs  as  an  accomplifliment. 
u  Gentlenefs,  humility,  deference,  affability,  and  a  rea- 
41  dinefs  to  affifl  and  ierve  on  all  occafions,  are  as  ne~ 

u  ceffary 
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MARSHAL  DE  NAVAILLES* 

At  the  battle  of  Senef  the  Prince  of  Condt 
fent  word  to  M.  de  Navailles  to  be  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy.  The  meiTenger  found  him 
hearing  mafs :  at  which  the  Prince,  being  en- 
raged, muttered  fome thing  in  abufe  of  over- 
pious  perfons.  But  M.  de  Navaiiies,  having 
performed  wonders  during  the  engagement, 
faid  after  it  to  the  Prince,  "  Your  Highnefs, 
"  I  fancy,  fees  now  that  thofe  who  pray  to 
w  God  behave  as  well  in  a  battle  as  their  neigh- 
¥C  bours." 


ST.  EVREMOND 

was  Captain  of  the  Guards  to  the  great  Prince 
of  Conde.  That  Prince  had  'the  malignant 
humour  of  amufing  himfelf  with  the  foibles  of 

"  ceflary  in  the  compofition  of  a  true  Chriftian,  as  in  that 
*'  of  a  vvell-bred  man.  Paflion,  morofenefs,  peeviflinefs, 
£t  and  fupercilious  felf-fufficiency,  are  equally  repugnant 
4t  to  the  chara&ers  of  both,  who  differ  in  this  only,— that 
•*  the  true  Chriftian  really  is  what  the  well-bred  man  pre- 
"  tends  to  be,  and  would  ftill  be  better  bred  if  he  was»,J — 
Mr.  Soame  Jenyns's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  198. 

z  4  perfons 


344  ST-  feVREMGKB. 

perfons  of  his  acquaintance.  St.  Evremond 
wrote  a  Comedy,  in  which  there;  was  a  chara&er 
(b  much  like  that  of  the  Prince,  that  he  faw 
his  own  foible  depi&ed  in  it,  and  was  fo  much 
difpleafed  with  the  author,  that  he  took  his 
regiment  from  him.  A  model  of  perfed  nar- 
ration is  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftory  of  La  Buf- 
fiere  in  the  St.  Evremoniana. 


CARDINAL  D'ESTE. 

c<  In  the  difpute  between  this  magnificent 
"  Prince  of  the  Roman  Church  and  the  Amu 
"  rante  of  Caftile,  Viceroy  of  Naples,  on  the 
<€  latter's  refufing  to  pay  a  certain  mark  of 
u  refpedt  to  the  Cardinal  in  the  ftreets  of 
"  Rome  j  the  Italians  faid  of  the  bravery 
"  which  the  French  that  were  at  Rome  ex- 
<c  hibited  in  a  fkirmiih  between  them  and  the 
"  Spaniards  upon  this  trifling  occafion,  Do  we 
"  not  fee  that  the  French  go  to  death  as  if 
"  they  were  certain  of  rifing  again  the  next 
i€  day?" 

Memoir  a  D'Arnaitld* 
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DOM1  NOEL  D'ARGONNE. 

This  Carthufian  Monk,  of  Gallion  in  Nor- 
ttiandy,  feems  the  only  one  of  his  venerable 
fraternity  who  has  ever  written  upon  fubje&s 
of  Belles  Lettres.  The  firft  two  volumes  of 
that  learned  and  agreeable  Mifcellany  <c  Les 
"  Melanges  df  la  Literature"  which  go  under 
the  name  of  Vigneuil  de  Merville,  were  com- 
piled by  him.  The  third  volume  was  put 
together  by  the  Abbe  Banier,  perhaps  from  the 
papers  of  the  elegant  Carthufian,  who  appears  to 
have  lived  very  much  in  the  world*  He  occa- 
fionally  fpeaks  of  his  travels  to  Rome  ;  and  his 
obfervations  feem  replete  with  that  knowledge 
and  discrimination  of  chara&er  which  a  fecluded 
life  can  never  ajfford. 

**  The  Painters,'5  fays  he,  in  the  fecond  vo- 
lumes of  his  Mdanges^  "  who  are  enraptured 
"  with  their  art,  take  every  opportunity  of 
"  iketching  any  fine  heads  they  happen  to 
*'  meet  with,  particularly  when  they  have  fpmc- 
f\  thing  extraordinary  about  them.  An  hum- 
44  ble  imitator  of  thofe  Artifls,  I  make  pidturse 
4€  of  thofe  perfons  in  vyhom  I  perceive  any 
M  thing  remarkable.  Mr.  M.  N,  is  now  under 
*  my  pencil    He  is  a  man  of  quality,  fenfibk, 

u  handfome5 


346  DOM5  NOEL  D*ARGOifrN£, 

"  handfome,  and  genteel.  He  is  extremely 
"  pleafant  in  fociety,  but  knows  not  what  it 
"  is  to  love,  or  to  have  a  real  regard  for  any 
"  one.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  the  heart  is 
€i  given  us  merely  to  purify  the  blood,  to  fet  it 
"  in  motion,  and  to  render  it  perfedt,  and  not 
to  receive  any  impreflions  of  tendernefs  or 
"  of  attachment  to  mankind.  He  looks  upon 
"  this  principal  part  of  ourfelves  as  a  Ample 
"  machine,  and  nearly  as  the  principal  pump 
"  of  Paris,  which  ferves  merely  to  raife  the 
"  water  of  the  Seine,  and  to  diftribute  it 
"  through  the  city.  Mr.  M.  Ni  pays  vifits, 
66  and  is  vifited  in  his  turn:  he  is  polite  to 
"  every  one.  Every  perfon  who  meets  him 
cc  is  always  glad  to  fee  him,  and  when  he  quits 
"  him,  it  is  always  with  fome  degree  of  regret, 
u  His  underftanding  turns  itfelf  as  he  pleafcs, 
"  and  he  accommodates  himfelf  to  the  talents, 
9  and  the  turn  of  mind,  and  the  capacity  of 
"  every  one  who  comes  near  him.  He  is  a 
"  Divine  with  Divines,  a  Philofopher  with 
"  Philofophers,  a  Politician  with  Politicians, 
4i  a  man  of  frolick  with  thofe  who  have  that 
u  turn  of  mind.  In  fliort,  prepared  for  any 
"  thing,  he  is  the  man  of  every  perfon,  and 
"  ftiil  the  man  of  no  one.  He  forgets  you  as 
"  foon  as  your  back  is  turned,  and  never  thinks 
"  but  of  plcafmg  thofe  who  are  immediately 

"  before 
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u  before  him.  He  pafles  imperceptibly  from 
"  one  fcene  to  another,  and  from  one  chara&er 
to  another.  He  is  always  himfelf,  and  ytt 
€*  he  is  never  himfelf.  He  takes  time  as  it 
*  comes.  The  day  of  j^efterday  remains  not 
<c  in  his  memory,  and  he  never  by  care  and 
**  by  forefight  anticipates  that  of  to-morrow." 

Dom*  Noel  wrote  upon  "  Education,"  or, 
the  "  Hiftory  of  M.  de  Mon^ade,"  accom- 
panied with  feme  Maxims  and  Refledtions. 
Roufleau  appears  to  have  read  this  work, 
and  to  have  made  fome  ufe  of  it  in  his 
"  Emikr  Dom'  Noel's  Treatife  «  Sur  la 
"  Ledure  des  Peres  de  P  Eglife"  or  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  Fathers  fliould  be  read,  was 
a  book  much  efteemed  in  the  Catholic  Church 
of  France. 


SORBIERE 

tranflated  Hobbes's  famous  political  Worlc 
*  Leviathan''  into  French.  In  his  Preface  he 
draws  a  parallel  between  his  Author  and  Ma- 
chiavel.  "  The  reafonings  of  Machiavel,"  fays 
he,  "  proceed  from  a  cruel  and  a  favage  mind  ; 
"  thofe  of  Hobbes  flow  from  a  difpofition  good, 
"  tender,  and  benevolent.    Yet  after  all,"  adds 

he, 
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lie,  "  who  will  become  a  ikilful  politician  bf 
"  reading  Hobbes  ?  All  that  he  fays,  to  fpeak 
•*  after  the  Italians,  is  merely  an  impoffible 
iC  chimera,  a  wild  invention,  a  chaos  of  confu- 
u  f\on.  Bufinefs  and  not  declamation,  and 
"  flill  lefs  the  empty  imaginations  of  a  learned 
*  man  in  his  ftudy,  make  politicians.  Piu  vale, 
u  %s  Boccrlini,  utf  oncia  da  fat  to  die  milk  di 
«  ragione.  Lajciamo  dijcorfi,  poniamo  il  negozfo 
"  in  prat  tic  a" 


BAYLE. 

This  learned  and  acute  writer  Was  no 
Mathematician.  According  to  Le  Clerc,  he 
faid,  that  he  never  could  be  brought  to  under- 
ftand  the  demonftration  of  the  firft  propofition 
of  Euclid  *.  The  fame  defedt  of  mind  feems 
to  have  followed  him  in  every  thing  which  he 
did.  He  doubts  and  does  not  prove  any  thing, 
and  deferves  well  what  was  once  faid  of  him, 

*  Dr.  Free  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  proper  definition  of  man 
was,  a  being  who  could  prove  the  three  angles  of  a  triangle 
to  be  equal  to  two  right  ones. 

Quintilian  fays  of  Geometry,  u  Cum  Geometria  dlvlfa  Jit 
u  in   numeros  &  for  mas  immerorum  qui  Jem,     Not  it i  a  non 

oratori  modo  Jed  culcunque  pnmis  falwn  Uteris  erudite 
u  meejjaria  ejt." 

that 
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that  he  was  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Philo 
fophers,  that  he  merely  ftated  their  different  ar^ 
guments,  but  gave  no  opinion  on  them. 

He  faid  once  to  Father  Tournemine,  "  I 
"  am  only  *  cloud-compelling  Jove/  My  t^r 
44  lent  confifts  in  forming  doubts  j  but  to  my- 
**  felf  they  are  only  doubts."  It  is  unfortu- 
nate for  the  generality  of  his  readers  that  they 
are  really  doubts  to  them  y  they  do  not  fee  fo 
clear  as  himfelf,  who 

Sub  pedibus  vidit  nubes  et  fidera. 

Bayle  died,  as  he  lived,  in  obfeurity,  and 
with  great  tranquillity  of  mind.  His  will  was 
difputed  in  France  (from  which  country  he  had 
fled  to  avoid  perfecution),  and  the  Parliament 
of  Thouloufe  determined  it  to  be  valid ;  giving 
as  a  reafon,  that  a  man  who  had  enlightened 
mankind  as  Bayle  had  done,  (hould  be  confider- 
ed  as  belonging  to  no  particular  country,  but 
as  a  Citizen  of  the  Univerfe  *, 

*  In  the  anckn  regime  of  France,  the  {late  of  a  man  of 
letters  was  more  confidered  than  in  any  other  country. 
The  Parliament  of  Paris  decreed,  in  the  cafe  of  the  profits 
arifing  from  Catilina,  a  Tragedy  of  Crebillon,  that  in  no 
cafe  whatever  the  manufcripts  of  an  author  were  feizable, 
nor  the  profits  accruing  to  hifn  from  any  of  his  literary 
performances  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  for  any  debts 
that  jie  might  have  contract::]. 
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JEAN  D'ALBA. 

This  fervant  of  the  Jefuits  College  at  Pari?, 
called  that  of  Clermont,  having  ftolen  fome 
pewter  plates  belonging  to  that  Society,  was 
taken  up  for  the  robbery,  and  examined  by  the 
Parliament  of  Paris.  He  faid  in  .his  defence* 
that  he  moft  aflurediy  had  taken  the  plates 
from  the  College,  but  that  he  had  not  fiokn 
them,  having  a&ed  merely  in  conformity  to  a 
maxim  of  a  Father  of  their  Order,  Father 
Bauny,  and  who,  in4iis  "  Cafes  of  Confcience," 
article  "  Servants,"  fays,  "  That  fervants  who 

are  not  contented  with  their  wages,  may 
*'  augment  them  by  getting  into  their  hands  as 
*c  much  property  belonging  to  their  matters,  as 
W  they  in  their  confciences  think  adequate  to 
f*  proportion  their  wages  to  their  fervices  j  and 
"  that  it  is  even  permitted  them  to  a£i  in  this 

manner,  if  they  are  fo  diftreffed  in  their  cir- 
*6  cumftances,  when  they  offer  themfelves  to  a. 
W  mafter,  that  they  are  obliged  to  accept  of  the 
*c  wages  offered  to  them  by  him,  whilft  other 
"  fervants,  not  more  capablg  than  themfelves, 
H  gain  greater  wages  *?" 

The 

*  This  account  is  taken  from  the  Provincial  Letters  of 
PafcaJ;  a  work  in  which  this  great  and  good  man  lhews 

himfdf 
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The  Parliament  of  Paris  very  wifely  and  very 
juftly  paid  no  regard  to  this  wretched  fophi(lry2 
and  condemned  Jean  d?  Alba  to  be  whipped  be-  ' 
fore  the  door  of  the  College  of  Clermont  by  the 
common  hangman^  who  was  at  the  fame  time 
to  burn  the  book  in  which  this  deteftable  and 
pernicious  maxim  was  contained. 

The  Jefuits  were  at  this  time  in  great  favour 
at  the  Court  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  The 
matter  was  hufned  up,  and  Jean  d'Alba  was  no 
xnore  heard  of, 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  teachers-  of 
mifchievous  and  deftrudtive  do&rines  appear  i$ 
general  to  expect  that  their  fatal  confequences 
will  never  reach  themfelves.  The  "  poilbned 
«  chalice,  however,  fometimes  returns  to  their 
f(  own  lips." 

Thofe  who  inflame  the  people  to  tumult 
and  to  fedition,  are  often  the  firft  to  perifh  in 
the  conflagration  which  they  have  occafioned  $ 
and  the  propagators  of  immoral  and  irreligious 

himfelf  as  much  fuperior  to  ordinary  mortals,  as  in  fomc 
parts  of  his  "  Penftes"  he  fhews  himfelf  inferior  to  them. 
A  fele&ion  from  the  "  Penfeesy"  made  with  care,  and 
iranflated  into  Englifh,  would  prove  a  valuable  acquifition 
\o  the  literature  of  this  country. 

8  opinions 


opinions  have  many  times,  in  their  own  fami- 
lies and  connexions,  fuffered  from  their  too 
fuccefsfui  efforts  to  fhake  off  the  folutary  re- 
iiraints  impofed  upon  mankind  *« 


ABBE  DE  RANCE, 

the  Reformer  of  the  Convent  of  La  Trapps 
in  Normandy,  had  in  early  life  been  a  man  of 
elegance  and  of  pleafure.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen, he  publifhed#an  edition  of  Anacreon^ 
and  at  a  very  early  age  was  appointed  coadju- 
tor to  hh  uncle  the  Archbifhop  of  Tours, 
Having  narrowly  efcaped  being  (hot  by  the 
fcrurfting  of  a  gun  on  his  ftioulder,  he  became 
a  penitent,  bade  adieu  to  the  world  and  its  vota-r 
lies,  gave  up  his  pretentions  to  fucceed  his  uncle* 
and  retired  to  the  Convent  of  La  Trappe :  there 
he  planned  that  very  ftrift  tefqrm  in  its  difci- 
jplin^j  to  which  it  has  rigidly  adhe/ed  for  above 

*  A  fervant  of  a  Gentleman  but  too  apt  to  blazon  his 
jnfidel  opinions  robbed  hib  matter,  who  reproached  him  very 
feverely  with  the  crime  which  he  had  committed.  The 
fervant  replied,  that  as  his  matter  had  in  his  conversions 
taken  away  the  fuperior  confederation  of  a  life  to  come  to 
rettrain  his  conduct,  he  ought  not  to  be  furprized  if  his  fre» 
quent  auditor  rifted  the  inferior  confidcration  of  puiuflimen^ 
\n  this  }ife« 

a  cei^ 
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a  century,  and  which  has  rendered  it  fo  de* 
fervedly  famous  throughout  Europe.  It  was 
laid  of  him,  as  of  an  ancient  Philofopher, 

u  Ejurire  docety  et  invenit  dtfcipulos" 

Some  of  his  regulations  are  as  follow: 

"  A  perpetual  filence  is  to  be  obferved  m 
*  the  Cloyfters.  If  a  ftranger  has  occafion  for 
"  any  thing  in  the  Convent,  he  rnuft  addrefs 
u  himfelf  to  the  Porter,  or  to  him  that  receives 
"  the  flrangers ;  becaufe  the  Monks,  being 
w  obliged  to  keep  a  mod  ftridt  filence,  never 
"  give  any  anfwer  to  thofe  who  fpeak  to  them. 

"  For  the  diet  of  the  Monks,  vegetables, 
"  roots,  herbs,  bread,  and  milk,  alone  (hall  be 
+*  ferved  up  in  the  Refe&ory,  They  fhall 
"  never  be  permitted  to  tafte  there  either  fifti 
u  or  eggs, 

"  The  firft  Monks  of  the  Order  (that  of  St. 
u  Benedict)  ever  looked  upon  working  with 
u  their  hands  as  one  of  their  principal  obliga- 
"  tions.  The  Monks  fhall  proceed  to  the 
u  different  labours  that  are  afligned  to  them  in 
"  a  manner  that  has  nothing  light,  nor  hafty, 
<c  nor  indolent  in  it.  They  (hall  not  permit 
"  their  fenfes  to  be  interefted  in  the  mod  in- 

Vol.  iv.  a  a  M  different 
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"  different  objects,  nor  (hall  they  ufe  any  via* 

iC  lent  exertion  even  in  the  very  works  about 

cc  which  they  are  employed^  confidering  that 

"  manual  labour  is  the  firft  punifhment  an- 

"  nexed  to  fin,  and  an  exercife  extremely  well 

"  fuited  to  the  flate  of  the  poor  and  of  the 

u  penitent,  and  that  it  is  a  very  powerful 

"  means  to  fcnetify  them  in  their  profeffion. 

"  They  fhall  never  mention  any  flory  re- 

cc  lating  to  common  life,  under  pretence  of 

S  drawing  inftruftion  from  it;  and  they  fhall 

"  banilli  from   their   conversion  any  news 

"  from  the  public  papers,  as  well  as  thofeof  the 

cc  times,  and  of  the  world,  and  of  the  Court, 

<c  and  of  the  College  :  thofe  having  a  tendency 

cc  to  indifpofe  the  minds  of  the  Monks  to 

*  their  prefent  fituation,  and  lead  them  into 

?  diffipation,  and   into  the  remembrance  of 

"  things  that  they  ought  to  have  forgotten." 

The  Monks,  except  at  bed -time,  are  gene- 
rally together.  The  Reformer,  like  that  acute 
obferver  of  human  life,  Dr.  Johnfon,  knew  but 
too  well  how  much  more  dangerous  folitary 
vices  are  than  fecial  ones ;  and  that  many  per- 
fons  are  retrained  from  vice  by  the  eyes  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  who  would  not  pay  the  fame 

refped 
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refpeft  to  the  vigilant  eye  of  Omnipotence  and 
Omnifcience  itfelf. 

The  remains  of  this  venerable  Community 
are,  by  the  pious  kindnefs  of  Mr. Weld,  of 
Lul worth  Castle,  fettled  in  his  extenfivc 
and  beautiful  domain,  where  every  thing  is  fur- 
nifned  to  them  for  which  their  abftinence  and 
felf-denial  can  poffibly  have  occafion. 

During  the  late  prophanation  of  all  things 
human  and  divine  in  France,  thefe  illuftrious 
Afcetics  made  a  vow,  that  if  they  ever  found 
a  permanent  afylum  in  Europe,  they  would 
drink  nothing  but  water  in  future.  To  this 
they  have  conformed  with  the  fame  fcrupulo- 
fity  that  has  ever  diftinguifhed  the  Monks  of 
La  Trappe. 

Their  Convent  in  Normandy  is,  as  if  in  de- 
rifion  of  its  ancient  defignation,  converted  by 
the  prefent  ruling  powers  of  France  into  a  foun- 
dry for  cannon;  in  which  the  former  folitude 
and  filence  that  prevailed  there,  the  whifpered 
prayers  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  fuppreffed  fighs 
of  the  penitent,  are  ill  exchanged  for  the  hor- 
rid din  of  thofe 

mortal  engines,  whofe  rude  throats 
Th*  immortal  Jove's  dread  thunders  counterfeit. 
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FRANCOIS  CASSANDRE, 

5 

who  tranflated  Ariftotle's  "  Poetics"  into  French 
with  great  fidelity,  was  a  man  of  very  vio- 
lent temper  and  of  very  imprudent  condudt* 
and  lived  in  great  want.  He  is  thus  defcribec^ 
by  Boileau  : 

<c  Je  fuis  rtiftt(lue  &  fier^  &  fdi  Fame  grojjiere.'* 

His  difcontented  turn  of  mind  followed  him 
to  the  grave  ;  for  as  he  was  dying,  extended  on  3 
rniferable  pallet  .bed,  his  Confeffor  exhorted  him 
to  return  his  thanks  to  the  Deity  for  all  the 
bleffings  he  had  received  from  him.  "  Yes,  to 
"  be  fure,"  exclaimed  Caffandre;  "  he  has 
fi  fufFered  me  to  play  a  very  pitiful  part  here 
f<  indeed.  You  know  how  he  has  permitted 
"  me  to  live,  and  you  now  fee  how  he  lets 
"  me  die." 

From  the  prefent  imperfe&ion  of  things, 
every  ftatc  of  life  is  obnoxious  to  difcontent 
and  complaint.  They  however  fliould  indulge 
them  with  great  caution  whofe  mifery  is  pro- 
cured by  folly  and  by  vice,  and  who  have  no 
reafon  to  expeft  the  interference  of  Omnipo- 
tence in  thofe  diftrefics  of  which  themfelvos 
arc  the  authors. 
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GUI  PATIN. 

This  learned  phyfician  was  a  great  hater  of 
the  Engiifh  nation  on  two  accounts :  the  firft, 
for  having  put  their  King,  Charles  the  Firft,  to 
death;  the  feconc^,  for  giving  antimony  in 
fevers.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  M.  Spon,  of 
Lyons,  he  fays, 

"  Paris,  6  Mars  1654* 

"  Notre  accord  eft  fait  avec  Cromwell. 
"  Nous  reconnoiflbns  la  nouvelle  Republic 

d'Angleterre,  ci  nous  aurons  pour  cet  effet 
W  un  Embafladeur  &  Londres.  Celui  qui  y 
£  eft,  fera  continue ;  c'eft  M.  Bordaux,  Maitre 
%i  des  Requetes.  J'ai  oui  dire  quatre  vers 
"  Latins  a  un  honnete  homme,  qui  Ton  dit 
t€  avoir  etc  envoyez  d'Angleterre.    Les  voici  : 

*c  Cromwello  furgente^  jacet  domus  alta  Stuarti 
"  Et  domus  Auriaci  Martia fracla  jacet, 
§hiod  jacet  baud  miror^  miror  quod  Gailus  Iberque 
"  Et  DanuSy  et  regum  quicquid  ubique  jacet. 

V  At  Cromwell's  rifing  fun,  in  glory  bright, 
f 1  Naflau  and  Stuart's  ftars  fet  deep  in  night. 

This  is  no  wonder— but  I  much  admire 
*c  That  Europe's  Sovereigns  do  not  all  confpire 
u  To  crufli  th*  Ufurper's  ill-acquired  ftate, 
*?  And  injur'd  Royalty  to  vindicate/* 
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Patin's  Sovereign  Louis  XIV.  having  re- 
covered from  a  fever  after  having  taken  anti- 
mony, he  mentions  with  raptures  the  Latin 
lines  that  were  made  upon  the  occafion  5 

Vivis  ab  epotoy  cur  Rex  Lodovice  veneno 
£>uidmirum?  Jlibio  plus  valuer e preces. 
Id  cceli)  non  artis  opus>  fine  lege  medentum 
Nec  datus  ante  Deo^  fic  potes  inde  mori. 
Civibus  ilia  quidem  fuerit  medicina  feralis^ 
Nil  ladunt  unclos  viva  venena  Deos. 

Great  Louis,  after  poifon  you  furvive  ! 
No  wonder,  for  our  prayers  have  made  you  live ! 
More  powerful  than  the  metal's  pointed  fting, 
Up  to  the  throne  of  grace  their  way  they  wing. 
This  is  the  work  of  Heav'n  and  not  of  art, 
Sacred  to  God,  his  care  thou  ever  art ! 
The  drug,  thy  fubje&s  fure  and  deadly  bane, 
The  Lord's  anojnted's  life  afiails  in  vain, 


PAVILLON. 

This  Frenchman  was  affuredly  no  great 
Poet.  He  was  fond  of  books,  yet  could  not 
afford  to  buy  them.  He  therefore  made  ufe 
of  this  expedient :  He  addrefied  a  fonnet  to 
every  author  of  note  who  publifhed  at  Paris. 
This  procured  him  a  copy  of  the  book  ex  dono 
auftG'ris. 

Public 
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Public  Libraries  fhould  contain  (if  it  were 
poffible)  every  book  that  has  been  printed 
upon  every  fubjedt.  Their  funds  are  in  general 
not  very  large.  This  defeat  was  very  well.fup- 
plied  under  the  ancien  regime  of  France.  Every 
author  who  had  acquired  .permiflion  to  print 
his  book  at  Paris,  forfeited  that  permiffion  un- 
lefs  he  printed  it  on  good  paper  and  excellent 
type,  and  depofited  a, copy  in  the  Royal  Lii 
brary  at  Paris.  By  thefe  means  the  King's 
Library  was  fupplied  with  every  new  book  at 
no  expence.  This  regulation  might,  in-  fome 
degree,  take  place  in  this  kingdom.  By  an  Aft 
of  the  Legiflature,  every  author  might  be 
obliged  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  book  to  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Britifh  Mufeum  in  London,  and 
to  the  Public  Libraries  of  the  two  Univerfuies 
of  England.  This  would  occafion  little  or  no 
defalcation  of  the  profits  of  the  work  to  the  au- 
thor, and  would  eminently  promote  the  diffufioa 
cf  learning  and  of  knowledge, 


PRINCE  EUGENE. 

This  great  General  was  a  man  of  letters  : 
he  was  intended  for  the  Church,  and  was  known 
at  the  Court  of  France  by  the  name  of  the 
Abbe  d|  la  Savoic.    Having  made  too  free  ia 
A  a  i  a  letter 
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3  letter  with  fome  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth's 
gallantries,  he  fled  out  of  France,  and  ferved 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  Emperor's  fervice  in  Hun- 
gary againft  the  Turks,  where  he  foon  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  talents  for  the  military 
art.    He  was  prefented  by  the  Emperor  with  a 
regiment,  and  a  few  years  afterwards  made 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  armies.  Louvois, 
the  infolent  War   Miijifter  of  the  infolent 
Louis  XIV.  had  written  to  him  to  tell  him 
that  he  mufl  never  thipk  of  returning  to  his 
country  :  his  reply  was,  "  Eugene  entrera  an 
"  jour  en  France  en  depif   de  Louvois  et  de 
H  Louis."    In  all  his  military  expeditions  he 
parried  with  him  Thomas  a  Kemps  de  Jmitatione, 
He  feemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  of  the  great 
Guftavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden,  "  that  a 
cc  good  Cbriflian  always  made  a  good  foldier." 
Being  conftantly  bufy,  he  held  the  paffion  of 
love  very  cheap,  as  a  mere  amufement,  that 
ferved  only  to  enlarge  the  power  of  women,  and 
abridge  that  of  men.    He  ufed  to  fay,  "  Les 
\C6  amour eux  font  dans  la  jbfiefe  que  ce  les  fana* 
"  tiques  font  en  religion." 

The  Prince  was  pbferved  to  be  one  day 
very  penfive,  and  on  being  alked  by  his  favour 
ite  Aid-de-Camp  on  what  he  was  meditating 
fo  deeply,  "  My  good  friend,"  replied  he,  "  I 
8  "  am 
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&  am  thinking,  if  Alexander  the  Great  had 
u  been  obliged  to  wait  for  the  approbation 
i\  of  the  Deputies  of  Holland  before  he  au 
"  tacked  the  enemy,  how  impoffible  it  would 
"  have  been  for  him  to  have  made  half  the 
"  conquefts  that  he  did." 

This  great  General  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
and  being  tarn  Mer  curio  quam  Marti,  "  as  much 
"  a  Scholar  as  a  Soldier,"  amufed  himfelf  with 
making  a  fine  collection  of  bocks,  pictures, 
and  prints,  which  are  now  in  the  Emperor's  col- 
lection at  Vienna.  The  celebrated  Cardinal 
Paffionei,  then  Nuncio  at  Vienna,  preached  his 
funeral  fermon,  from  this  grand  and  well-appro- 
priated text  of  Scripture  ; 

"  Alexander,  fon  of  Philip  the  Macedonian, 
"  made  many  wars,  took  many  ftrong  holds, 
"  went  through  the  ends  of  the  earth,  took 
"  fpoils  of  many  nations :  the  earth  was  quiet 
"  before  him.  After  thefe  things  he  fell 
"  fick,  and  perceived  that  he  ftiould  die." — - 
Maccabees. 
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Otho  Venius,  Rubens'  mafter,  publ'uhed 
a  book  on  the  refemblance  of  the  countenances 

of 
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of  men  to  thofe  of  animals,  Turenne's  w&i 
ever  likened  to  that  of  a  Lion ;  the  bravery, 
the  magnanimity,  and  the  humanity  of  which 
animal  he  pofleffed  in  an  eminent  degree.  The 
Etching  of  Turenne  prefixed  to  this  Article, 
is  taken  from  a  Drawing  of  Mr.  Riciiardfon,' 
after  a  Terra  Cotta  made  by  the  celebrated 
Puget.  . 

Who  will  exculpate  Turenne  from  the  ravages 
and  horrors  which  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand committed  in  the  Palatinate  ?  His  ad- 
mirer and  pupil,  IVL  de  St.  Hilaire,  fays,  "  The 

*  violence  of  the  fbldlers  at  no  time  whatever 
"  knew  lefs  bounds*.  They  fet  fire  to  every 
<fi  thing,  and  pretended  to  authorize  their  vio- 
"  lences  by  thofe  which  had  been  pra&ifed 

*  upon  their  comrades  in  the  fame  country 
**  by  the  peafants,  who  came  down  from  thq 
"  hills  upon  them,  to  which  they  afterwards 
*•  betook  themfelves,  after  they  had  cut  their 

*  throats.  But,"  adds  St.  Hilaire,  "  as  if  to 
*'  refine  upon  the  cruelty  of  our  foldiers,  they 
"  cut  off  the  hands  of  thofe  poor  wretches 
"  whom  they  met  with,  and  killed  them  after-* 
"  wards." 


*  "  La  fur  cur  des  foldcits  nc  conniU  jamah  moius  des  borjtgs** 

Memoir es  de  67.  Hilaire, 

The 
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The  Eleftor  Palatine  was  fo  indignant  at 
the  cruelties  committed  in  his  country  by  our 
foldiers,  that  his  firft  emotion  was  to  make  it  a 
private  matter  between  himfelf  and  the  General, 
and  to  fend  to  him  a  trumpet,  with  a  cartel 
of  defiance. 

In  his  letter  he  reproached  him  with  his 
change  of  religion,  and  with  the  afylum  which 
his  (the  Elector's)  father  had  given  in  his  Elec- 
torate to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  Turenne's  fa- 
ther. He  taxed  him  with  ingratitude  in  hav- 
ing deftroyed  and  burnt  that  very  country.  It 
finifhed  by  defiring  fatisfaftion  of  him  in  finglc 
combat,  either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  as  he 
pleafed. 

Turenne  made  no  reply  to  the  firft  two  ar- 
ticles. With  refpeel  to  the  third,  he  took  great 
pains  to  perfuade  the  Elector,  that  his  own  lub- 
jedts  were  the  aggreffors,  and  that  they  pro- 
i-oked  thefe  excefles  by  the  unheard-of  cruel- 
ties they  had  exercifed  againft  the  French  army  j 
and  that  he  could  not  be  furprized  that  fuch 
conduct  had  excited  his  fokliers  to  that  degree 
of  fury,  of  which  himfelf  was  the  firft  to  lament 
the  excefs.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  fingle 
combat  to  which  he  defied  him,  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  accept  of  it,  as  he  was  not  in  a  fitua- 

tioa 
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tion  to  difpofe  of  Iiis  own  perfon  as  he  pieafed  ; 
but  that  he  fhould  prefent  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  army  which  he  commanded,  againft  any 
that  his  Electoral  Highnds  fhould  think  fit  to 
oppofe  to  him, 

Turenne  never  forgave  himfelf  for  difelofmg, 
a  fecret  of  flate  to  the  beautiful  Madame 
Coetquen.  He  ufed  to  fay  ever  afterwards  with 
fome  fpleen,  "  that  it  was  never  worth  while 
tc  for  a  man  of  honour  to  lofe  any  of  his  time 
"  with  a  pretty  woman/'  Many  years  after 
his  difelofmg  the  fecret  with  which  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  had  entrufted  him,  he  faid,  "  We 
"  will  talk  of  this  matter  by  and  by,  if  you 
"  pleafe3  but  let  us  firft  put  out  the  can- 
«  dies." 

The  following  account  of  the  death  of  this 
great  General  is  taken  from  the  Memoirs  of 
M.  de  St.  Hilaire,  a  Brigadier- General  in  the 
fervice  of  Louis  XIV.  and  who  ferved  under 
Marrnal  Turenne  in  Germany. 

"  M.  de  Boze  had  twice  fent  to  Marflial 
4i  Turenne  to  defire  him  to  come  to  a  parti- 

cular  poft.  Turenne  replied  to  his  fecond 
u  mefiage,  as  if  he  had  forefeen  what  was  to 
H  happen,  that  he  w^s  determined  to  flay 

«4  where 
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*<  where  he  was,  unlefs  fomething  very  $xtra- 
"  ordinary  fhould  take  place.    Le  Boze  fent 

a  third  time  by  Count  Hamilton,  to  repre- 
€*  fent  to  him  the  abfolute  neceffity  there  was 
<£  that  he  fhould  come  in  perfon  to  give  his 
**  orders.  Turenne  dire&ly  mounted  his  horfe, 
€i  and  in  a  gentle  gallop  reached  a  fmall  valley, 
%c  through  which  they  took  him,  that  he  might 
**  be  out  of  the  reach  of  two  fmall  cannons 

that  were  continually  firing.  In  his  way,  he 
"  perceived  my  father  upon  a  height,  to  whom, 
a  as  he  had  the  honour  of  his  confidence,  he 

*  made  up.   The  Marftiai,  when  he  had  joined 

*  him,  flopped  fliort,  and  afked  where  was  that 
"  column  of  the  enemy's  troops,  for  which  they 

had  made  him  come  thither.  My  father 
was  (hewing  it  to  him?  when  unfortunately 
"  both  thefe  fmall  canitons  fired.  The  ball  of 
€C  one  of  them  pafling  over  the  croupier  of  my 
**  father's  horfe,  (hot  off  his  left  arm,  took  off 
part  of  the  neck  of  my  father's  horfe,  and 
u  ftruck  M.  de  Turenne  in  his  right  fide,  who 
a  rode  on  a  few  paces,  and  then  fell  dead 
a  from  his  horfe, 

£  Thus  died  that  great  man,  who  never  had 
"  his  equal,  and  I  am  confident  that  all  the 
u  particulars  relating  to  his  death  are  ftridly 
f*  true.    All  thofe  who  have  written  about  it 

"  had 
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"  had  not  the  opportunity  of  being  acquainted 
51  with  all  the  circumftances  which  I  had.  So 
"  fhocking  a  fight  affe&ed  me  with  fuch  vio- 
cc  lent  grief,  that  even  at  this  day  I  find  it 
"  more  eafy  to  renew  my  fenfations  than  to 
?  defcribe  them.  I  knew  not  to  which  to  fly 
"  firft,  whether  to  my  General  or  my  Father, 
cc  Nature,  however,  decided  me.  I  threw  my- 
"  felf  on  the  neck  of  my  father :  on  whom  as 
I  was  anxioufly  looking  after  thole  remains  of 
*'  life  which  I  nearly  defpaired  to  find,  he  faid 
"  thefe  words  to  me,  words  which  the  whole 
"  French  Nation  thought  fo  noble,  that  it 
"  compared  the  heart  which  had  diftated  them, 
u  to  any  heart  that  had  ever  animated  the 
<c  breafts  of  the  old  and  of  the  true  Romans, 
"  and  I  think  they  will  not  foon  be  forgotten: 
"  Alas  !  my  fon  !"  exclaimed  he,  "  it  is  not 
"  for  me  that  you  (hould  weep,  it  is  for  the 
"  death  of  that  great  man,"  pointing  to  the 
dead  body  of  M.  de  Turenne.  "  In  all  proba- 
"  bility  you  are  about  to  lofe  a  father,  but  your 
"  Country  and  yourfelf  will  never  again  find 
"  a  General  like  to  him  whom  you  have  jufl 
"  loft."  Having  faid  thefe  words,  the  tears  fell 
from  his  eyes:  he  then  added,  "Alas!  poor 
"  army  !  what  will  become  of  you  ?"  Then 
recovering  himfelf,  he  faid  to  me,  "  Go,  my 
"  dear,  leave  me,  God  will  cliipofe  of  me  as  he 

"  pleafes. 
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45  pkafes.  Mount  your  horfe  again,  I  infift  oa 
your  doing  lb.    Go,  do  your  duty,  and  I  <le- 
<c  fire  to  live  only  long  enough  to  be  allured 
<c  that  you  have  done  it  welL" 

$  My  father  refilled  all  the  entreaties  I 
"  made  to  him  to  permit  me  to  flay  with. 
<c  him  till  a  furgeon  came,  and  he  could  be 
*c  taken  off  the  ground.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
<v  ceffity  of  obeying  him,  and  of  leaving  him  in 
M  the  arms  of  my  brother.  I  galloped  away  to 
*c  our  batteries,  to  make  them  fire,  in  hope  of 
ff  avenging  the  lols  which  my  Country  and 
ff  myfelf  hid  fuftained. 

Some  Officers  of  the  army  whom  I  few 
*c  afterwards,  allured  me5  that  the  perfon.  who 
#  had  fired  that  cannon  fo  fatal  to  our  army, 
£(  had  been  killed  the  fame  day  by  one  of  our 
<c  field-pieces.  We  indeed,  foon  after  the 
ff  death  of  JVL  de  Turenne,  heard  a  great  cry 
4C  on  the  height  where  was  the  left  wing  of  tin* 
"  enemy,  and  we  faw  an  Office!  fidi;  apparently 
ff  ftruck  by  one  of  our  field-pie<..:s.  He  was 
ff  immediately  furrounded  by  a  .lumber  of 
C£  perfons  who  took  him  up  ;  but  bfc  was  nor 
"  hurt,  the  head  of  his  horfe  only  was  taken 
fC  off.  We  were  informed  that  it  was  M.  de 
"  MontecucuJi  hmifelf  (the  General  of  the  army 

"  of 


*6&  MARSHAL  TCREN&fi. 

"  of  the  enemy)  who  had  efcaped  fiich  immi- 
"  iient  danger. 

"  It  is  impoffible  to  imagine  the  alarrti  arid 
<c  the  coriiiernation  with  which  an  army  is  af- 
"  fe&ed,  who  lofes  in  the  very  fight  of  the 
u  enemy  a  General  on  whom  it  has  the  moft 

*  reliance^  and  whom  it  has  as  much  reafon  to 
"  love  as  to  refpe£h  The  firft  emotion  which 
*c  every  foldier  in  our  army  felt  on  hearing  of 
"  the  death  of  M.  de  Tureniie,  was  an  impe- 
<c  tuous  defire  to  avenge  it  by  immediately  at- 
"  tacking  the  enemy.  Whatever  danger  there 
"  might  be  in  doing  this,  it  ceafed  to  be  dread- 
u  ed  :  whatever  difficulties  might  arife,  they 
*c  were  immediately  furmounted.  In  the  midfl: 
iC  of  all  this  ardour,  which  animated  every  heart, 
"  terror  and  indignation  were  ftill  imprefled 
<c  upon  every   countenance;  and  that  grief 

which  weighed  down  the  foul,  unnerved 
M  every  arm,  and  rendered  the  body  motion- 
"  lefs.  I  could  not  pafs  near  fix  or  feven  fol« 
u  diers  or  officers  together  without  feeing  that 
tfc  they  were  {bedding  tears*    The  two  Lieute- 

*  nant-Generals,  not  agreeing  well  together* 
"  were  in  a  (late  of  uncertainty  and  perplexity. 
"  One  of  them  wiilied  to  give  the  enemy 
"  battle ;  the  other,  more  prudent,  kept  him 
"  back  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  violent 

u  difpute 
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*5  difpute,  that  they  agreed  to  attempt  nothing 
u  that  day  at  leaft.  The  enemy  were  informed 
*c  of  the  death  of  M.  de  Turenne  by  one  of  our 
"  dragoons,  who  deferted  to  them  on  purpofe 
"  to  acquaint  them  with  it.  Ir  is  well  known 
**  that  M.  de  Mqntecuculi  could  not  conceal  the 
"  joy  he  felt  at  being  delivered  from  fo  formi- 
"  dable  an  enemy;  and  that  he  could  not  help 
"  giving  on  the  fpot  too  public  and  too  vifible 
"  figns  of  that  joy,  at  which  he  afterwards  was 
<c  obliged  to  blufli,  when  he  wrote  to  his  Sove- 
"  reign  the  Emperor  on  the  death  of  this  great 
"  Commander:  for,  after  having  congratulated 
"  him  on  that  event,  he  added,  that  he  was  ftili 
"  obliged  to  regret  a  man  like  M.  de  Turenne, 
%Q  who  had  done  fo  much  honour  to  human 
"  nature**" 

Memoires  de  St.  Hilaire,  1766. 

No  greater  teftimohy  was  ever  given  of  the 
military  merit  of  Turenne  than  that  afforded  by 
the  great  Conde  himfelf.  Previous  to  fome 
battle  in  which  he  was  about  to  be  engaged,  a 
difficulty  occurred  not  eafily  fettled  even  by  his 
great  powers  of  refource  and  of  combination. 

*  u  Etant  ferviieur  de  VEmpcrcur,  je  ne  peux  ?n  empecher 
*  de  me  en  rejoutr;  ?nah  je  regret  te,  &  je  ne  faurois  ajji%  re* 
w  grettery  un  homme  au  deffiis  Vhomme,  (ff  qui  faifoit  Vhomitur 
"  a  Vhumaniti" 

vol.  iv.  1  ft  m  What 
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"  What  now/'  faid  he  to  his  favourite  Aid  dtl 
Camp,  who  was  waiting  for  orders,  "  what  now 
M  would  I  give  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  con- 
"  verfation  with  the  Gho'ft  of  Turenne  !" 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  hearing  of  Tu- 
renne's  death,  faid,  "  We  have  loft  every  thing. 
"  M.  de  Turenne  is  dead!"  He  foon  after- 
wards promoted  many  General  Officers  to  the 
rank  of  Marfnals  of  France.  Madame  de  Cor- 
nuel,  the  famous  dijeuje  de  bom  mots  of  her  time, 
faid,  "  Qiie  cetoit  la  ftiMnoie  de  M.  Turenne — 
u  That  they  were  change  for  I\L  de  Tu- 
N  rcnne." 

When  Louis  made  him  Commahder  in  Chief* 
of  his  camps  and  armies,  he  faid,  "  I  wifh  that 
"  you  had  permitted  the  to  have  done  fome- 
*'  thing  more  for  you ?'  giving  him  to  under-5 
fiand,  that  if  he  had  not  remained  a  Proteftant* 
he  would  have  given  him  the  iword  of  Conftabls 
of  France. 

"  Conviftion  alone,"  lays  Erotier,  "  e:Te£led 
u  the  change  of  religion  In  M.  de  Turenne. 
"  His  frequent  converfations  upon  the  contro- 
*  verted  points  of  religion  with  his  nephew* 
€S  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon,  whom  he  loved 
"  very  much,  and  who  had  great  influence 

*  "  QYCi 
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*c  over  his  mind,  daggered  and  fatisfied -him. 
u  His  converfion  was  finifhed  by  reading  the 
"  works  of  Boflilet,  and  by  perfonal  difcuffions 
"  with  him.  He  fpent  three  years  in  confider- 
8C  ing  the  fubjeft;  and  when  in  1668  he  had 
u  taken  his  final  refolutioii,  and  had  told  his 
"  Sovereign  of  it,  the  King  faid  to  him,  I  look 
"  upon  your  converfion,  Sir,  as  one  of  the 
"  moft  honourable  things  that  can  happen  to 
li  the  Church,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  to 
ff<  my  kingdom. " 

By  a  letter  in  MS.  in  the  Hotel  de  Bouillon 
at  Paris,  it  appears  that  the  Pope  offered  Turenne 
a  Cardinal's  Hat  on  this  occafion,  which  he  re- 
fufed. 

It  is  faid,  that  this  great  General  was  origi- 
nally intended  by  his  parents  for  the  church,  in 
fpite  of  his  very  early  difpofition  to  a  military 
life.  The  reafon  that  was  affigned  for  thus 
thwarting  his  natural  genius,  was  the  fuppofed 
feeblenefs  of  his  conftitution.  Turenne,  to  (hew 
them  how  completely  they  were  miflaken/in 
that  refpeft,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  ftole  awa\Vone 
night  from  his  tutor,  and  was  found  the  next 
morning  afleep  upon  a  cannon,  on  the  ramparts, 
of  Sedan,  the  feat  of  the  Court  of  his  father  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon,    He  was  then  permitted  to 

B  B    2  follow 
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follow  his  inclination,  and  ferved  as  a  volunteer 
under  his  uncle  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with 
great  diftindtion ;  and  by  the  ufual  gradations 
rofe  to  the  honour  of  being  a  Marfhal  of  France, 
and  a  Commander  of  the  Armies  of  that  Nation, 
To  the  greateft  prudence  and  courage,  Turenne 
added  the  moft  perfeft  integrity  and  limplicity  of 
character ;  fo  that  Madame  de  Sevigne,  in  one 
of  her  letters,  does  not  hyperbolically  defcribe 
him  as  one  of  thofe  men  who  are  to  be  met  with 
only  in  Plutarch's  Lives. 

^uremic  was  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft 
of  his  army  by  a  pyed  horfe,  of  which  he  wa$ 
very  fond,  and  on  which  he  conftantly  rode. 
One  of  the  Officers  in  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
knowing  this,  procured  a  Swifs  Officer  in  their 
fervice,  a  celebrated  Engineer,  to  level  a  can- 
ned particularly  at  Turenne, 

Turenne's  loldiers,  on  feeing  their  General 
dead,  furrounded  his  body,  which  they  covered 
with  a  cloak,  and  watched  over  it  the  whole 
night.  It  was  afterwards  carried  in  great  pomp 
to  the  Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  near  Paris, 
and  interred  with  thofe  of  the  Kings  of  France, 
in  the  late  general  wreck  and  ravage  in  that 
country,  of  every  thing  that  has  hitherto  beer> 
deemed  diftinguiihed  and  facred  among  man- 
kind, 
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kind,  it  was  torn  from  its  peaceful  and  honour-, 
able  fepulture,  and  was  found  entire  anci 
perfeft. 


MONTECUCULI. 

This  celebrated  Commander  ufed  to  fay,  that 
a  great  number  of  Generals  is  as  pernicious  to  an 
army,  as  a  great  number  of  Phyficians  is  to  a 
fick  man.  He  entertained  no  very  high  opi- 
nion of  the  efforts  of  allied  armies  in  general. 
"  They  come  together,"  faid  he,  "  without 
ct  properly  underftanding  what  each  other 
"  means ;  they  have  different  interefts  to  pur- 
a  fue,  which  they  will  not  fufficiently  explain 
9  to  each  other;  their  language  is  different, 
"  their  manners  not  the  fame,  and  their  difci- 
"  pline  diffimilar.  Defenfive  war,"  adds  he,  in 
his  Commentaries,  "  requires  more  knowledge 
"  and  precaution  than  offenfive  war.  The  lead 
"  failure  is  mortal,  and  the  want  of  fuccefs  is 
€€  exaggerated  by  fear,  which  afts  always  as  3 
"  microfcope  to  calamities." 

Montecuculi  was  called  by  fome  of  his  rafh  and 
mnexperienced  officers,  the  Temporizer ;  for, 
knowing  but  too  well  the  uncertainty  and  the 

^  3  nailery 
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mifery  of  war,  he  was  never  in  a  hurry  to  rifle 
a  battle,  unlefs  he  was  well  affured  of  its  fuccefs. 
He  however  told  thofe  who  were  diflatisfied  with 
his  conduft,  "  I  glory  in  a  name  which  was  that 
"  given  to  the  Roman  General  who  faved  his 
"  country, 

<c  S$ui  cunftando  rejiituet  rem.", 

Montecuculi  wrote  "  Commentaries  on  the 
"  Art  of  War,"  in  Italian.  They  have  been 
tranflated  into  French, 


DUC  DE  MONT AUSIER. 

This  excellent  Nobleman  was  the  original 
of  the  celebrated  Mifanthrope  of  Moliere.  He 
was  a  man  of  learning,  of  honour,  and  of  virtue. 
His  difpofition  was  a  little  cauftic  and  fevere, 
which  made  Madame  de  Choify  compare  him 
to  a  bundle  of  nettles,  which,  in  whatever  way 
it  is  turned,  always  ftings. 

Montaufier  was  the  only  one  of  the  Courtiers 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  who  had  the  honefty 
and  the  fpirit  to  remonftrate  with  him  on  the 
fubjedt  of  his  ruinous  and  oppreflive  wars. 

Louis3 
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Louis,  on  thefe  occafions,  ufed  merely  to  lay- 
to  thofe  about  him,  "  I  cannot  be  difpleafed  at 
£  any  thing  the  Due  de  Montaufier  fays  to  me, 
"  for  I  know  he  always  wiihes  me  well/* 

Louis,  however,  frill  perfifted  in  his  fatal  fyfc 
tern  j  yet  fuch  attractions  does  integrity  poflefs, 
even  for  the  mind  of  a  defpotic  and  a  flattered; 
Sovereign,  that  Louis  entrufted  the  care  of  the 
education  of  his  only  {onf/e  Grand  Dauphin,  as  he 
was  called)  to  M.  de  Montaufier,  and  appointed 
him  his  Governor.  The  Duke  difcharged  the 
high  truft  confided  to  him  with  equal  ability 
and  honefty ;  and  in  this  fituation  his  memory 
will  ever  be  held  dear  by  fcholars,  as  he  pro- 
cured the  celebrated  Delphin  Editions  of  the 
Latin  Claflics  to  be  made  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Royal  Pupil ;  in  which  defign  he  was  ably  fc- 
conded  by  the  learned  Huet,  who  was  one  of  the 
Preceptors  to  the  Dauphin. 

Montaufier  very  often  gave  practical  lef- 
fons  of  virtue  to  his  pupil.  He  took  him  one 
day  into  the  miferable  cottage  of  a  peafant 
near  the  fuperb  palace  of  Verlailles.  "  See, 
*c  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  under  this  ftraw  roof, 
"  and  in  this  wretched  hovel,  that  a  father* 
v  a  mother,  and  their  children  exift,  who 

are  inceffantly  labouring  to  procure  that  gold 
B  B  4  "  with 
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Ci  with  which  your  palace  is  decorated,  and  who 
"  are  nearly  perilling  with  hunger  to  fupply 
g  your  table  with  dainties." 

On  the  day  in  which  M.  de  Montaufier  re- 
figned  his  fituation  of  Governor  to  the  Dauphin, 
on  his  coming  of  age,  he  faid  to  him,  "  If  your 
"  Royal  Highnefs  is  a  man  of  honour,  you 
"  will  efteem  me  :  if  you  are  not,  you  will  hate 
*c  me ;  and  I  fliall  but  too  well  know  the  rea- 
f  fon  of  your  diflike," 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  told  M.  de  Montaufier 
one  day,  that  he  had  at  laft  given  up  to  public 
juftice  a  man  of  rank  who  had  killed  nineteen 
perfons.  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  he  only  killed 
"  one  perfon,  your  Majefty  killed  the  other 
*c  eighteen.  My  anceftors,  Sire,"  added  he, 
"  were  always  faithful  fervants  to  their  Sove- 
"  reigns  your  predeceflbrs,  but  they  never  were 
"  their  flatterers.  Your  Majefty  fees,  there - 
V  fore,  that  the  honeft  liberty  of  fentiment 
"  which  I  poflefs  is  a  right  inherent  in  my  fa- 
"  mily,  a  kind  of  entailed  eftate,  and  that  truth 
cc  defcends  from  father  to  fon,  as  a  part  of  my 
"  inheritance, 

Montaufier  was  Governor  of  the  extenfive 
province  of  Normandy,  and  was  fetting  out  for 

*      '        '   -     '  ■  ~  the 
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£he  capital  of  it,  when  he  was  informed  that 
the  plague  had  begun  to  make  its  appearance 
in  it.  His  family  endeavouring  to  prevail  upon 
4iim  to  defift  from  his  intention,  as  his  health 
might  be  endangered  by  his  refidence  in  an  in- 
fected city,  he  nobly  replied,  "  I  have  always 
"  been  firmly  convinced  in  my  mind,  that 
"  Governors  of  Provinces,  like  Bifhops,  are 
"  obliged  to  refidence.  If,  however,  the  obli- 
gation  is  not  quite  fo  ftti£t  on  all  occafions, 
"  it  is  at  lead  equal  in  all  times  of  public  cala- 
V  mity." 

Montaufier  reprefented  one  day  to  his  Sove- 
reign  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  the  poverty  of  the 
learjned  Madame  Dacicr,  and  requefled  a  pen- 
lion  for  her.  Louis  told  him  that  fhe  was  a 
Proteftant,  and  that  on  that  account  he  did  not 
like  to  diftinguiih  her.  <'  Well  then,  Sire," 
replied  the  Duke,  "  I  will  myfelf  give  her  three 
46  hundred  louis  d'ors  in  your  Majefty's  name, 
"  and  when  you  think  fit  you  (hall  return  me 

the  money." 

Louis,  who  was  not  fond  of  books,  afked  Mon- 
taufier why  he  was  always  reading,  and  what  good 
it  did  him.  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  books  have 
P  the  fame  effeft  upon  my  mind,  that  the  par- 
g  tridges  yourMajefty  is  fo  good  as  occafionally 

V  to 
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^  to  fend  me,  have  upon  my  body,  they  fop* 
^  port  and  nourilh  it." 

ic  M.  de  Montaufter,"  fays  his  Biographer, 
a  died  in  1691,  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  regret  - 
^  ted  by  his  virtuous  countrymen,  to  whom  he 
"  was  the  model ;  and  by  the  men  of  letters,  of 
1'  whom  he  was  the  proteftor/5 


CARDINAL  DE  POLIGNAC. 

This  celebrated  fcholar  and  negotiator  is 
.thus  defcribed  by  Madame  de  Sevigne  : — "  Car- 

dinal  de  Polignac  is  a  man  of  the  moft  agree - 
u  able  underftanding  that  I  have  ever  known. 
V  He  kiiows  every  thing,  he  talks  upon  every 
$  thing;  and  he  has  all  the  ioftnefs,  all  th$ 
"  vivacity,  and  all  the  politenefs,  that  one  can 
f-  wlfh  to  find  in  the  converfation  of  any 
%  man/ - 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  faid  of  M.  de  Polignac 
when  he  was  very  young,  "  I  have  juft  been 
"  talking  with  a  man,  and  a  very  young  one 
"  too,  who  has  never  once  been  of  the  fame 
"  opinion  with  myfelf,  yet  he  has  never  oncq 
"  offended  me  by  his  difference  of  opinion." 


?  X  do, 
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I  do  not  know  how  it  is,"  faid  Pope  Alex- 
ander the  Eighth  to  Polignac,  "  you  always  ap- 
"  pear  to  be  of  my  way  of  thinking,  and  yet  your 
f  opinion  at  lad  gets  the  better." 

At  the  Conferences  of  Gertuydenberg,  fo 
mortifying  to  the  pride  of  Loyis  the  Four- 
teenth, Buys,  the  head  of  the  Dutch  Deputa- 
tion, interrupted  the  reading  of  the  prelimina- 
ries that  were  to  be  fettled  between  his  nation 
and  that  of  France,  by  faying  in  barbarous 
Latin  (alluding  to  the  towns  taken  by  Louis  in 
Flanders),  "  Non  climittetur  peccattm  ntfi  tolletur 
"  ablatum"  Polignac  with  great  indignation 
replied,  "  Gentlemen,  you  talk  too  much  like 
"  perfons  who  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
"  be  victorious."  However,  at  the  negotia- 
tions previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  when 
the  Dutch,  at  the  inftance  of  their  Allies,  werq 
obliged  to  confent  to  a  peace,  Polignac  took 
ample  revenge  on  them,  and  told  them,  "  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  we  (hall  not  £tir  from  this  place }  we 
"  (hall  negotiate  in  the  very  heart  of  your  Pro- 
"  vinces :  we  fhall  negotiate  relpefting  you; 
€i  and  we  fhall  negotiate  without  you."  The 
fuccefs  of  this  negotiation  procured  Polignac  a 
Cardinal's  hat.  Soon  afterwards,  beift&  con- 
cerned  in  fome  intrigues  againft  the  Regent 
Duke  of  Orleans,  he  was  baniflied  to  one  of  his 

Abbeys, 
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Abbeys,  where,  verifying  the  fentiment  of  An* 
ftotle,  "  that  a  good  education  enables  a  man 
"  well  to  employ  his  leifure,"  he  compofed  his 
celebrated  Latin  Poem  againft  the  fyftem  of 
Epicurus,  called  "  Anti-Lucretius/'  The  na- 
tural philofophy  it  contains  is  that  of  Defcartes, 
which  was  at  that  time  in  vogue  in  France,  that 
of  Newton  not  being  then  Efficiently  known  in 
that  kingdom  *. 

Cardinal  de  Polignac  remained  at  Rome  many 
years,  Ambaflador  from  the  King  of  France  to 
the  Pope.  While  he  was  in  that  city,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  fine  arts,  he  had  a  project  for  turnT 
ing  the  courfe  of  the  Tiber  for  a  fhort  time, 
and  to  dig  in  the  bed  of  that  river  for  the  re- 
mains of  antiquity  which  he  fuppofed  had  been 
thrown  into  it.  "  In  all  the  civil  wars  of  the 
"  Roman  Republic,"  faid  he,  "  the  party  that 

prevailed  threw  into  the  Tiber  the  ftatues  of 
iC  the  oppofite  party.  They  muft  (till  remain 
"  there,"  added  he:  "  I  have  never  heard  that 
"  any  of  them  have  been  taken  out,  and  they 
"  are  of  too  heavy  materials  to  have  been  car- 
H  ried  away  by  "the  ftream  of  the  river."  Po- 
lignac ufed  to  complain,  tfrat  he  was  not  rich 

*  Benedict  Stay,  a  German,  has  fince  put  the  fyflen^ 
of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  into  Latin  verfe. 

enough 
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enough  to  put  his  projed  in  execution,  even  if 
the  Pope,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved, 
would  have  given  him  all  the  neceflary  powers. 

The  Cardinal  was  no  lefs  a  man  of  dignity  of 
mind  than  of  wit ;  he  was  the  proteftor  of  the 
Englifh  at  Rome;  and  when  one  day,  at  his 
table,  an  Englifh  Gentleman  was  very  witty  at 
the  expence  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  the  Car- 
dinal put  an  end  to  his  improper  and  ill-timed 
converfation  by  telling  him,  "  Sir,  I  have  or- 
"  ders  to  proteft  your  perfon,  but  not  your 
"  difcourfe." 

The  Cardinal  ufed  to  fay,  that  as  he  paffecj 
through  Rotterdam  in  his  way  to  Poland,  he 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  celebrated  Bayle,  and  on  afk- 
ing  him  of  what  religion  he  then  was  (Bayle 
having  changed  his  religion  three  times  before 
he  was  five-and-twenty),  that  ingenious  and 
celebrated  writer  told  him,  that  he  was  a  Pro- 
teftant  «  You  know,  Sir,"  added  he,  "  that 
rx  I  proteft  againft  every  thing  that  is  faid,  aiid 
$\  every  thing  that  is  done/' 
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A  noble  Venetian,  followed  the  fortunes  of 
the  great  Duke  of  Rohan,  and  became  after- 
wards Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Longueville  at 
the  Treaty  of  Munfter.  He  wrote  a  little  vo- 
lume, "  de  Rebus  Gallicis"  relating  to  what  paf- 
fed  in  France  in  his  own  Times,  in  which  he 
reprefents  himfelf  as  a  man  perfecuted  by  for- 
tune, and  writing  that  hiftory  to  drive  away 
the  melancholy  that  hung  over  hirti,  without 
any  reference  to  the  honour  that  was  to  be  ac- 
quired by  fuch  an  undertaking.  "  Non  fama 
"  fed  requies  mthi  au^ejtta^  fallendis  innumeris  foe* 
"  diis,  ipfe  me  damnavi  in  hanc  arenam"  He 
thus  defcribes  the  French  Wits  of  his  time  t 
*6  They  haunt  great  men's  tables,  frequent 
*c  their  own  academies,  and  trick  and  trim 
"  their  native  tongue  without  end.  They  run 
"  about  this  way  and  that  way  to  make  vifits; 
*c  but  do  not  delight  in  fecret  folitude,  the  only 
**  ferment  of  ftudies 

*  From  the  Tranflation  of  Chriftopher  WaiCj  Lomio^ 
3671,  o&avo. 
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When  this  high-minded  Nobleman  was  one 
day  teized  by  feme  of  his  fycophants,  to  profe- 
cute  ferine  neighbouring  Gentlemen  who  had  {hot 
Upon  his  manor,  he  replied,  "  I  (hall  not  follow 
"  your  advice  :  1  had  much  rather  have  friends 
&  than  hares,  I  affure  you/* 

The  Duke,  from  friend  (hip  to  the  Prince  of 
Conds,  engaged  with  him  in  the  intrigues  againft 
Mazarin,  and  prevented  him  from  calling  in  the 
affiftance  of  England  againft  his  country  and  his 
Sovereign, 


MADAME  DE  LONGUEVILLE 

feems  completely  to  have .  anfwered  the  de- 
fcription  given  of  the  French  Ladies  of  his 
time  by  Antonio  Priolo,  in  his  "  Hiftory  of 
M  the  Troubles  of  France  during;  the  Minority 
u  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth." — «  The  Ladies," 
fays  lie,  *  following  fcholars,  would  make 
"  ufe  of  detra&ion,  in  their  rueilcs,  and  in 
cc  their  circles,  curioufly  unravelling  the  myf- 
w  teries  of  Government,  and  catching  at  the 
*  words  and  adions  of  the  Cardinal  (Mazarin). 

"  Some 
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u  Some  of  them  proftituting  themfelves  to  get 
€<  at  the  fecrets  of  the  State,  and  making  rebels 
"  of  their  hufbands  (thus  doing  more  hurt 
"  by  their  lives  than  good  by  their  exertions)^ 
u  fet  all  France  in  a  combuftion.  Afterwards, 
"  when  their  defigns  failed,  they  pre-condemnfed 
"  themfelves,  and  became  nuns  by  a  faife  iem- 
44  blance  of  religion,  and  a  grofs  fupeillition. 
"  the  door  being  fliut  to  their  vices,  now 
"  grown  out  of  feafon,  and  when  lickly  old 

*  age,  condemned  by  the  looking-glafs,  and 
by  its  peremptory  fentence,  death,  doth  dread 

*  itfel£" 

Madame  de  Longueville  took  a  very  decided 
part  in  the  troubles  of  the  Fronde  againft  Car- 
dinal Mazarin,  and  by  the  power  of  her  charms 
brought  over  the  celebrated  Due  de  Roche- 
.foucault  to  take  part  with  the  Princes,  and  hixi 
even  prevailed  upon  the  god-like  Turenne  to 
make  the  army  revolt  which  he  command  . 
La  Rochefoucault  faid  indeed  in  the  words  of 
Racine, 

Pour  fat isf aire  fon  cceurj  pom  plaire  a  fes  beaux  yeuxy 
y  at  fait  le  guerre  aux  Rois^je  laurois  faite  aux  Dieux. 

After  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Longueville^ 
and  when  the  troubles  of  Francq  ceafed,  fhe 

retired 
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tetired  to  a  Convent,  where  fhe  ended  her  days 
Mi  penitence  and  aufterity. 

In  the  zenith  of  her  charms  and  of  her  con- 
fequence,  Madame  de  Longueville  was  taken 
to  pafs  fome  days  at  a  nobleman's  houfe  in 
the  country.  She  was  afked,  as  ufual,  how 
ftie  intended  to  entertain  herfelf  there,  whether 
in  walking,  in  reading,  or  in  any  of  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  field.  She  put  the  negative 
on  thefe,  and  frankly  anfwered,  "  Je  naime 
"  point  les  amnfemens  honnetes"  Her  brother 
the  Prince  of  Conde  was  one  day  reading  to 
her  part  of  an  epic  Poem,  and  afked  her  what 
Hie.. thought  of  it.  "  //  eft  tres  beaux,  en  verite* 
"  mats  tres  enmiyeux — It  is  very  fine,  to  be  fure> 
Ci  but  it  is  very  tirefome." 

Madame  de  Longueville  became  quite  ano- 
ther perfonage  when  fhe  became  religious.  For 
her  firft  advances  to  that  difpofition  of  mind 
fhe  was  indebted  to  her  aunt  the  Duchefs  of 
Montmorency  (widow  of  the  Duke  of  that 
name  who  was  beheaded  by  the  fanguinary 
Richelieu),  who  had  taken  the  veil,  and  was 
made  the  Abbefs  of  a  Convent  at  Mou- 
tin**,  to  confecrate  the  remainder  of  her  life 

to 


*  At  the  Convent  of  the  Urfullns  of  that  Town,  in 
the  Church  of  which  Convent  fhe  erected  a  mo  ft  mag- 
vgl.  iv,  c  c  niflccnt 
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to  lament  the  lofs  and  to  pray  for  the  foul  of 
her  accompliflied  and  beloved  hu{band,  Ma- 
dame de  Longueville  was  obferved  one  day, 
at  the  Convent  of  Port  Royal,  fitting  and  con- 
verfmg  with  a  gentleman  who  belonged  to  that 
celebrated  feminary  of  learning  and  of  piety, 
and  who  was  the  gardener  of  the  place.  The 
gentleman  faid  to  her,  "  What  would  the  world 
c<  fay  of  your  Highnefs,  if  they  faw  a  gardener 
t(  converfing  familiarly  with  you,  and  feated 
"  in  your  prefence  ?" — "  The  world,'*  replied 
Madame  de  Longueville,  "  would  fay  that  I 
16  am  much  altered." 

At  the  conference  between  Cardinal  Mazarift 
and  Don  Louis  de  Haro,  which  took  place 
previous  to  the  celebrated  Treaty  of  the  Py- 
renees, whilfl  the  latter  negotiator  was  telling 
the  Cardinal  that  one  woman,  meaning  Madame 
de  Longueville^  could  not  poffibly  difturb  the 
tranquillity  of  a  great  kingdom  like  that  of 
France:  "  Alas,  Sir,"  replied  Mazarin,  "  your 
"  Excellence  talks  much  at  your  eafe  upon 
u  ihefe  matters.  Your  women  in  Spain  med- 
fit  die  with  no  intrigues  but  thofe  of  gallantry, 
H  but  it  is  not  fo  in  France ;  we  have  there 
"  three  women  that  are  capable  either  of  go- 

nifieeat  Maufoleum  to  the  memory  of  this  illuftrious  No- 
Vk  an. 

"  verning 
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verning  or  of  deftroying  three  great  king- 
k*  doms — Madame  de  Longueville,  the  Print- 
"  cefs  Palatine,  and  the  Duchefs  of  Cftev* 
«  reufe." 


NICOLO  POUSSIN. 

"  During  my  refidence  at  Rome/'  fays 
the  ingenious  Author  of  u  Les  Melanges  de 
u  Literature"  which  go  under  the  name  of 
Vigneuil  Merveille,  "  I  often  faw  Pouflin,  both 
u  at  his  own  houfe,  and  at  that  of  the  Chevalier 
u  del  Pofo,  one  of  the  molt  accompliftied  Gen- 
"  tlemen  of  Italy  of  his  time. 

"  I  have  often  beheld  with  aflonifliment 
"  the  great  zeal  that  this  excellent  painter  had 
u  to  become  perfedt  in  his  art.  I  have  often 
"  met  him,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  amongft 
"  the  ruins  of  antient  Rome,  and  often  in  the 
w  Campagna,  and  often  on  the  banks  of  the 
"  Tiber,  obferving  and  drawing  what  he  found 
"  there  moft  to  his  tafte.  I  have  often  feen 
11  him  bringing  home  in  his  handkerchief  flints, 
w  mofs,  flowers,  and  fuch  like  fubftances,  which 
"  he  was  anxious  to  paint  after  the  obje&s 
u  themfelves. 


c  c  % 


"  I  re- 
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€c  I  remember  to  havesaflted  him  one  dayv 
6C  by  what  means  he  had  arrived  to  that  great 
c<  degree  of  eminence  in  his  art,  which  had 
w  placed  him  fo  very  high  amongft  the  great 
"  Italian  painter.  He  modeftiy  replied,  "  Je 
€€  nai  rim  neglige"  I  have  negle&ed  nothing 

t'hat  in  any  way  related  to  my  Art.  And, 
M  indeed,'*  adds  the  Chevalier  del  Pofo,  u  it 
"  appeal's  by  his  pi&ures  that  he  neglected  no- 
4<  thing  that  could  enable  him  to  become  one 
"  of  the  bell  painters  in  the  world, " 

According  to  Felibien,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Poufiin,  his  pi&ures  did  not  very 
much  pleafe  the  Romans ;  fo  that  for  a  pifture 
painted  by  him,  reprefenting  a  Prophet,  he  was 
paid  only  eight  livres,  whilfl  a  copy  of  it,  made 
by  a  young  artifi,  was  fold  for  four  crowns. 
He  was,  however,  no  complainer  of  his  want 
of  patronage,  and  ufed  occafionally  to  return 
money  to  thofe  perfons  who,  in  his  opinion,  had 
paid  him  too  much  for  his  labours. 

Poufiin  was  a  man  of  great  fimplicity  in  his 
manner  of  living  and  in  his  converfation.  His 
whole  mind  was  occupied  with  his  art,  and 
rendered  him  infenfible  to  thofe  gratifications 
of  luxury  of  which  fome  refined  minds  are 
but  too  fond.   He  was  an  Athenian  in  his  tafte, 

yet 
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yet  a  Spartan  in  his  habits  of  life,  and  united 
the  elegance  of  the  one  with  the  aufterity  of  the 
Other. 

Poufhn,  when  his  diflblution  was  approaching 
very  faft,  had  received  from  M.  de  Chambrai 
his  Treatife  on  Painting.  He  wrote  with  dif- 
ficulty, on  account  of  his  bodily  infirmities,  and 
thus  addrefled  him  : 

"  I  muft9  Sir,  endeavour  to  route  tnyfetf 
*'  after  fo  long  a  filence.  I  muft  make  my- 
"  felf  understood  by  you  whilft  my  pulfe  has 
"  ftill  power  to  beat  a  little.    I  have  read 

and  examined  at  my  leifure  your  book  On 
"  the  perfedV  Idea  of  Painting,  which  has  ferved 
u  as  a  kind  of  nourifhment  to  my  difordered 
"  mind  ->  and  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  the 
w  firft  perfon  of  our  nation  who  has  opened 
P-1  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who,  feeing  only  by  thq 
u  eyes  of  other  perfons,  permitted  themfelves 
"  to  be  deceived  by  public  opinion.  Indeed, 
"  you  iiave  fo  well  explained  and  enlightened 
"  a  fubjedt  very  harfh  and  difficult  to  manage, 
"  that,  perhaps,  by-and-by  fome  one  may  be 
u  found  who  will  be  able  to  improve  the  art  of 
"  painting 

u  There 


*  This  perfon,  indeed,  we  have  the  honour  to  poflefs 
ai  prefent  in  this  country  ;  "  an  ingenious  Critic,"  M 

c  c  3  Dr. 
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u  There  are  nine  things  in  painting/'  adds 
Pouflin,  in  this  Letter  to  M.  de  Chambrai, 
"  which  can  never  be  taught,  and  which  are 
"  efiential  to  that  art.  To  begin  with  the 
"  fubjeft  of  it,  it  fliould  be  noble,  and  receive 
"  no  quality  from  the  perfon  who  treats  it ; 
"  and,  to  give  opportunity  to  the  painter  to 
u  fhew  his  talents  and  his  induftry,  it  muft 
"  be  taken  as  capable  of  receiving  the  moft 
"  excellent  form.  -A  pairfter  fhould  begin  with 
"  difpofition,  then  ornament  fliould  follow, 
"  then  agreement  of  the  parts,  beauty,  grace, 
u  fpirit,  coftume,  regard  to  nature  and  pro- 

bability;  and  judgment  above  all,  Thefe 
"  laft  muft  be  in  the  painter  himfelf,  and 

Pr.  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  with  great  Jufticq, 
defignates  him  ;  a  Gentleman  whofe  ardour  for  art  is  ex- 
ceeded only  by  his  intelligence  in  it ;  whofe  extreme 
delicacy  of  tafte  is  reftrained  by  his  candour  5  whofe 
great  power  of  jtu|gihg  critically  is  fufpended  by  his 
earneft  defire  to  find  out  beauties,  and  whofe  liberality 
toward  the  profeflbrs  of  art  is  bounded  only  by  his  fa- 
culty of  extending  it :  in  whom  the  love  of  the  beautiful 
yields  only  to  the  love  of  the  good  ;  in  whofe  intellectual 
character  fagacity  is  combined  with  invefiigation,  and 
knowledge  with  ingenuity;  and  whofe  moral  character  the 
union  of  the  Graces  with  the  Virtues  rentiers  no  lefs  amia- 
ble than  exemplary.    The  fketch  of  this  character  muft 
have  been  delineated  with  more  than  the  ufual  infelicity 
of  the  pen  that  attempts  it,  if  it  fliould  be  neceflary  to 
append  to  it  the  name  of  William  Lock,  Esq^,  of  Nor- 
bury  Pctrk,  burry. 

w  cannot 
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4k  cannot  be  taught.    It  is  the  golden  bough 

"  of  Virgil,  that  no  one  can  either  find  or 

"  pluck  unlefs  his  happy  ftar  condufts  him  to 

fi  it.    Thefe  nine  points  contain  many  things 

"  worthy  to  be  defcribed  by  good  and  by  in- 

w  telligent  pens." 

A  perfon  of  quality  having  one  day  fhewn 
this  great  Painter  a  picture  done  by  himfelf, 
he  (aid,  "  Signore^  non  vi  ?nanca  ci'm  pcro  di 
"  necejfita — You  only  want  a  little  poverty.  Sir, 
i%  to  make  you  a  good  Painter." 

Cardinal  Maffimi,  who  was  a  great  admirer 
of  Pouffin,  yifited  him  often  when  he  was  at 
Rome,  and  one  evening  ftaid  with  him  till  it 
was  dark.  On  his  taking  leave  of  him,  Pouffir^ 
followed  him  to  the  door  with  a  lamp,  and 
conducted  him  to  his  carriage.  "  How  I  pity 
"  you,  M.  Pouffin,"  faid  the  Cardinal,  "  for 
"  not  having  a  fervant !" — "And  I,  Sir,"  replied 
Pouffin,  "  pity  you  much  more  for  having 
"  fuch  a  number." 

Pouffin's  great  work  is  his  fuite  of  the  Seven 
Sacraments,  which  are  wonderfully  well  com- 
pofed,  and  moft  exquifiteiy  executed ;  (hat  of 
Marriage  is  faid  to  be  reprcfented  in  a  more 
feeble  manner  than  the  reft.    This  gave  rife 

c  c  4  to 
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to  the  French  Epigram,  u  Quun  bon  marriage 
"  eft  dijficile  affaire  mime  en  peinture  " 


This  great  Mafter  did  not  meet  with  that 
patronage  and  applaufe  in  his  own  country, 
to  which  he  was  fo  eminently  entitled.  His 
fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  his  chaftity  of  colouring 
did  not,  perhaps,  pleafe  his  countrymen;  fo 
that  he  twice  took  refuge  in  Rome,  where  his 
talents  met  with  minds  congenial  to  them. 
At  that  city  he  died  in  1665,  at  the  age  of 
feventy-one.  His  life  is  written  by  M.  Bellori, 
who  likewife  honoured  his  memory  with  thefe 
lines  : 

Parce pits  lachrymis,  vivlt  Pussinus  in  urna\. 
Vivere  qui  dederat^  nefcius  ipfe  mori. 
Hie  tamer:  ipfe  filet ;  f  vis  audire  ioquentemy 
Mirum  eft  !  in  tabulis  vivit  et  ekquitur. 

Weep  not  for  Pouffin ;  he  lives  in  the  grave  ! 
How  can  he  die,  who  life  to  others  gave  ! 
Yet  there  he  is  nlent.    Would  you  hear  him  fpeak? 
His  voice  in  his  imprefilve  pictures  feek. 

As  Pouflin  was  one  day  attending  a  ftrangef 
to  fhew  him  the  ruins  of  Rome,  the  traveller 
expreaed  a  defire  to  take  with  him  into  his 
own  country  fome  piece  of  antiquity.  Pouffin 
told  him  that  he  would  gratify  his  wilh ;  and 
ftcoping  down  to  the  ground,  brought  up  a 

handful 
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handful  of  earth,  mixed  with  fome  fmall  pieces 
of  porphyry  and  marble  nearly  reduced  to 
powder.  "  Take  them  for  your  Cabinet," 
faid  Pouffin,  "  and  fay  boldly,  Queja  e  Roma 
"  Antica" 

The  Crucifixion  is  a  fubjeft  on  which  the 
art  of  Painting  has  been  long  employed,  and 
has  been  in  general  treated  in  the  fame  unin- 
terefting  manner.  Pouffin  has  treated  it  like 
a  Poet,  and  has  added  circumftances  of  horror 
which  have  efcaped  other  Painters.  He  has 
chofen  the  moment  at  which  the  Son  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  Mankind  has  juft  expired 
on  the  Crofs,  under  a  black  and  a  lurid  iky, 
rendered  dill  more  fombrc  and  horrid  by  fome 
glimpfes  of  the  Moon,  which  appears  to  have 
hid  its  head,  in  execration  of  the  dreadful  aft 
jufl.  committed.  On  a  line  with  the  Crofs, 
is  the  Centurion  with  his  guard,  and  fome 
women  and  underneath  it  are  fome  foldiers, 
who  are  cafting  lots  for  the  vefture  of  Him 
who  is  on  the  Crofs.  Three  or  four  figures  of 
the  Dead  rife  out  of  the  ground  (a  circumftance 
mentioned  by  the  Evangelifts  to  have  taken 
place  at  the  time),  and  are  fecn  by  one  of  the 
foldiers ;  who,  in  an  attitude  of  the  extremeft 
terror,  draws  his  fword, 

Pouffiq 


394  NICOLO  POUSSIN. 

Poufiln  fludied  the  Antique  with  the  greateft 
diligence,  and  engrafted  its  various  beauties 
and  excellencies  into  his  works.  Raphael  was 
his  favourite  among  the  Moderns,  of  whom  he 
ufed  to  fay,  "  that  the  Moderns  were  affes 
"  in  comparifon  of  Raphael,  yet  that  he  was 
"  an  afs  when  compared  with  the  Antients." 

The  great  Prince  of  Conde  was  defirous 
to  have  a  picture  painted  by  this  mailer.  Pouf- 
fin  thus  wrote  to  his  friend  upon  that  occa- 
fion : 

"  I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  remem- 
"  brance  of  me,  and  the  kindnefs  you  have 
C€  done  me  in  not  reminding  his  Highnefs  of 
"  his  intention  to  have  one  of  my  pklures. 
"  He  applied  too  late  to  have  juftice  done  to 
"  his  application.  I  am  become  too  infirm, 
"  and  the  pally  prevents  me  from  working.  It 
J?  is  now  fome  time  firice  I  have  left  off  painting, 
"  and  I  think  of  nothing  but  of  preparing 
"  myfelf  for  death,  My  body  is  already  gone. 
"  There  are  no  hopes  of  life  ;  it  is  all  over  with 
"  me!"  ;  ; 

The  infcription  put  upon  Pouflin's  monu- 
ment by  his  friend  M.  Nicaife  begins  thus,  and 
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well  defcribes  the  fuccefsful  diligence  of  this 
great  Artift : 

D.  O.  M. 

Nic.  Poujjlno  Galileo 
Piclori  futf  atatis  Prima  no 
S^ui  Artem 
Dum  pertinaci  Jludio  prefequiiurj 
Brevi  affecutus^  pojled  vicit. 


RUBENS, 

no  lefs  a  Scholar  than  a  Painter,  animated  the 
efforts  of  his  pencil  by  enriching  his  imagination 
With  paffages  from  Homer  and  from  Virgil. 
Thefe  he  occafionally  repeated  as  he  was  working 
at  his  eafel,  and  called  in  the  affiftance  of  the 
fifter  Art  to  aid  the  poetiy  of  the  pencil  by 
the  painting  of  words.  With  what  fuccefs  he 
thus  conjoined  the  Sifter  Arts,  his  celebrated 
Gallery  of  the  Luxemburgh  will  evince,  which 
has  long  been  the  admiration  of  mankind,  for 
magic  of  colouring,  fertility  of  invention,  and 
grandeur  of  compofition.  Guido  ufed  to  fay, 
that  no  one  put  figures  together  ib  well  as 
Rubens ;  and  indeed,  whoever  attends  to  the 
lad  piclure  in  the  Gallery  of  the  Luxemburgh, 
that  of  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen  at  St. 
J)enis,  muft  allow  that  it  has  never  been  ex- 
ceeded 
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seeded  in  juftnefs,  or  in  fplendor  and  ma^ 
nificcnce  of  compofition. 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  ufed  to  fay,  that  the 
moft  grand  as  well  as  the  moft  perfedt  piece 
of  compofition  in  the  world,  was  that  of  Ru- 
ben's picture  of  the  Fall  of  the  Damned,  in 
the  Gallery  of  Duffeldorf.  The  fubjed  is 
dreadful ;  and  the  fklll  and  artifice  of  defiga 
which  are  difplayed  in  combining  together  fo 
varied,  fo  heterogeneous,  and  fo  horrid  a  mafs 
is  wonderful,  and  exhibits  the  great  invention 
Bp  lefs  than  the  compofition  of  the  mailer, 

Rubens  is  a  flxikmg  inftance,  how  much 
cafier  it  is  to  give  precepts  than  to  pradife 
them.  In  his  "  Treatife  on  Painting,"  he 
advifes  the  ftudent  to  ftudy  with  the  utmoft 
diligence  the  works  of  the  Antients,  in  the 
remains  of  their  ftatues  and  bas  reliefs :  yet  iri 
his  Luxemburg  Gallery,  when  he  introduces 
the  Apollo  Belvidere,  he  makes  rather  an  Apollo 
of  Flanders  than  of  Greece. 

The  Crucifixion  of  St.  Peter  with  his  head 
downwards,  was  the  laft  of  Rubens'  Works, 
and  that  which  he  admired  the  moil :  he  gave 
it  to  a  Church  in  his  native  town  of  Cologne, 
The  compofition  of  his  celebrated  Taking  Down 

from 
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from  tire  Crofs  is  {aid  to  have  been  borrowed 
exa&ly  from  an  old  Print :  the  original  is 
indeed  excellent  -f  and  Rubens,  in  a  moment  of 
idlenefs,  might  perhaps  think  that  he  could  not 
go  beyond  it. 

To  the  talents  of  a  Painter,  Rubens  added 
all  the  virtues  of  a  Chrifiian,  and  the  graces 
of  a  Gentleman.  He  feems  to  have  been 
extremely  liberal,  and  to  have  painted  many 
pictures  for  Churches  and  Convents  from  mo- 
tives of  piety  and  charity.  Thefe  appear  to 
have  been  fome  of  the  happieft:  efforts  of  his 
pencil,  no  lefs  with  refpeel  to  their  execution, 
than  the  motives  which  infoifed  them. 


LE  SUEUR* 

This  excellent  Painter  was  pupil  to  Simon 
Vouet.  He  foon  furpaffed  his  mader,  and, 
though  he  had  never  quitted  France,  became, 
in  fome  points  of  the  art,  one  of  the  firlt 
painters  of  his  time.  His  contemporary  Le 
Bran  appears  to  have  been  very  jealous  of  his 
fupenor  talents ;  for,  on  hearing  of  his  death, 
he  malignantly  faid,  "  I  feel  now  as  if  I  had  a 
u  thorn  juft  taken  out  of  mv  foot." 


Le 
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Le  Sueur  died  young,  and  left  behind  him 
many  works;  fuch  as  The  Cloifter  of  the 
Chartreux  at  Paris,  Alexander  and  his  Phyfi- 
cian,  &c.  that  might  rival  the  works  of  the 
greateft  painters  for  elegance  of  defign*  beauty 
of  form,  and  truth  of  expreffion.  In  colouring 
he  was  defective*  that  meretricious  and  ambi- 
tious appendage  of  the  art  where  it  is  exercifed 
upon  great  fubjedts,  and  embraces  extenfive 
compofitions,  the  appropriated  effects  of  which 
can  be  as  well  produced  in  clriaro  cfcuro. 


.  BOUCHARDON. 

A  more  unbiaffed  and  mere  Unequivocal 
teftimony  was  never  afforded  to  the  merit  of 
the  Iliad  of  Homer,  than  that  given  by  this 
fculptor.  By  fome  accident  he  flumbled  on 
the  old  miferable  tranflation  of  Homer  into 
French  verle,  and  the  images  which  it  fupplied 
to  a  man  of  his  ardent  imagination  flruck  him 
fo  forcibly,  that  he  told  one  of  his  friends  foon 
afterwards,  "  I  met  the  other  day  with  an  old 
*  French  book  that  I  had  never  feen  before. 
"  It  is  called  Homer's  Iliad,  I  think.  I  do 
"  not  know  how  it  is,  but  fince  I  have  read  it, 
"  men  appear  to  me  to  be  fifteen  feet  high, 
•5  and  I  cannot  get  a  wink  of  fleep  at  night.'3' 

D'Alembert, 
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B'Alembert,  who  mentions  this  anecdote,  fays, 
that  he  once  heard  an  artift  talk  nearly  the 
lame  language  to  him,  "  and  who,"  a(5ds  he, 
"  in  fpeaking  like  Bouchardon,  did  not  fpeak 
u  aftei  him." 

The  fpeech  of  Bouchardon  to  his  friend  re- 
ipefting  Homer  induced  the  celebrated  Count 
Caylus  to  fet  about  a  little  work,  of  great  ufe  to 
painters  and  to  fculptors,  entitled,  *'Tti£le0itfc 
u  tirees  d'Homere"  octavo.—"  Subjects  for  Ar- 
"  tifts,  taken  from  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyffey  of 
"  Homer." 


CHARLES  THE  FIFTH, 

DUKE   OF  LORRAINE. 
[1675—  169O.] 

This  great  and  unfortunate  Prince,  accord* 
ing  to  Henault,  fucceeded  to  his  uncle  Charles 
the  Fourth,  not  fo  much  in  his  Duchy  as  in 
the  hopes  of  recovering  it,  it  having  been  wrefted 
from  him  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  He  .took 
as  the  motto  to  his  ftandards,  "  Aut  nunc,  nut 
**  nunquam"  but  was  not  the  more  fuccellful, 
the  Marfhal  Crequi  continually  preventing  his 
entrance  into  his  dominions  He  was  more 
§  fortunate, 
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fortunate,  however,  when  he  fought  for  others* 
and  gained  for  his  relation  Leopold  Emperor 
of  Germany  (whofe  caufe  he  had  efpoufed) 
many  vi&ories,  both  over  his  rebellious  fubjedtS 
and  over  the  Turks.  He  was  a  Prince  of  great 
honour  and  piety,  and,  according  to  Marfhal 
Berwick,  fo  difinterefted,  that  when  the  Empe- 
ror was  difpofed  to  go  to  war  with  France  (which 
was  the  only  chance  the  Duke  had  of  recover- 
ing his  Duchy),  he  wrote  to  him  to  tell  him, 
that  he  ought  to  prefer  the  general  good  of 
Chriflianity  to  his  private  animofities,  and  that 
if  at  that  particular  period  he  would  employ  all 
his  forces  in  Hungary  againft  the  Turks,  he 
could  nearly  promife  him  to  drive  thofe  infidels 
out  of  Europe. 

The  Emperor  agreed  to  this  magnanimous 
propofal  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  and  fent  to 
him  to  come  to  him  at  Vienna,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  his  armies.  On  his  journey  he  was 
taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and,  a  few  hours  before  hd 
died,  wrote  the  fallowing  letter  to  the  Emperor, 
which  breathes  the  fpirit  of  a  Man,  a  Hero* 
and  a  Chriftian : 

"  Sire, 

<c'  Au ssi tot  que  j'ai  re$u  vos  ordres,  je 
4C  fuis  parti  d'lnfpruk  pour  me  rend  re  a  Vienne, 

"  mais 


CHARLES   THE  FIFTH,  4OI 

u  mais  je  me  trouve  arrete  ici  par  les  ordres 
c<  cTun  plus  grand  Maitre.  Je  pars,  et  je  vais 
*4  lui  rendre  compte  d'une  vie  que  j'aurois  con- 
u  facree  a  votre  fervice.  Souvenez-vous,  Sire, 
u  que  je  quitte  une  femme  qui  vous  touche, 
w  des  enfans  auxquels  je  ne  laiffe  que  mon 
"  epee,  et  mes  fujets  dans  1'oppreffion. 

"  Charles  *" 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  hearing  of  the  death 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  nobly  exclaimed,  "  I 
"  have  then  loft  the  braveft  and  the  moft  ge- 
"  nerous  enemy  I  ever  had.  His  leaft  excel- 
<c  lence  was  that  of  being  a  Prince." 

*  Sire^ 

<c  As  foon  as  I  received  your  commands,  I  fet  out  for 
"  Infpruck,  on  my  way  to  Vienna;  but  I  find  myfelf 
ci  flopped  in  that  city  by  the  orders  of  a  greater  Matter.  I 
u  depart,  and  am  going  to  give  him  an  account  of  a  life, 
f4  that  I  would  otherwife  have  confecrated  to  your  fervice* 
il  Remember,  Sire,  that  I  leave  behind  me  a  wife  who  is 
u  your  relation,  children  to  whom  I  have  nothing  to  give 
*4  but  my  fword,  and  my  fubje&s  who  are  in  a  ftate  of 
w  opprcflfion. 

«c  Charles;" 


VOL.  IV. 


/ 


LOUIS  THE  FIFTEENTH, 

SURNAME!)    THE    WELL  -  BELOVED. 

[1715—1774.] 

This  Monarch,  on  feeing  the  tombs  of 
Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  of 
Margaret  of  Auftria,  exclaimed,  "  Behold  the 
™  cradle  of  all  our  wars !" 

When  he  was  before  the  walls  of  Menin,  in 
Flanders,  he  was  told,  that  if  he  chofe  to  rifle 
an  attack,  that  place  would  be  taken  four  days 
fooner  than  it  otherwife  would  be.  "  Let  us 
"  take  it  then,"  replied  he,  "  four  days  later. 
"  I  had  rather  lofe  thefe  four  days,  than  one  of 
"  my  fubjeds." 

He  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  but  of  no  great 
reading  :  he  ufed,  however,  to  aftonifli  the  No- 
blemen who  made  up  his  party  in  the  evening, 
by  the  apparent  knowledge  he  had  of  what  was 
going  on  in  the  literary  world  at  Paris.  He  re- 
ceived every  wreek  a  precis  of  every  new  book 
that  was  published  in  that  Capital,  made  for  him 
by  one  of  his  attendants. 

"  On  hearing  of  his  death,"  fays  Brotier,  "  a 
ic  great  Monarch  exclaimed,  "  Louis  was  a 

c?  man 


LOUIS  THE  FIFTEENTH.  403 

*%  man  of  uprightnefs  and  integrity.  I  have 
%t  known  him  by  a  long  epiftolary  correfpond- 
"  ence  which  we  kept  up  together." 

Louis  had>  however,  the  weaknefs  of  giving 
to  his  Minifters  only  a  part  of  his  confidence : 
he  fet  fpies  upon  them ;  and  the  Count  de 
Broglio,  brother  of  the  Marfhal  of  that  name, 
was  at  the  head  of  his  fecret  and  private  Cabi- 
net, which  not  unfrequently  counteracted  the 
plans  of  his  public  and  acknowledged  Admi- 
niftration. 


LOUIS,  DAUPHIN, 

SON  TO  LOUIS  THE  FIFTEENTH, 

This  French  Germanicus  was  educated  by 
the  virtuous  and  intelligent  Marfhal  de  Muy, 
and  did  complete  juftice  to  the  pains  that  his 
excellent  Governor  took  for  his  education.  "  A 
"  Dauphin,"  faid  this  Prince,  "  fliould  be  a 
"  mere  cypher  in  the  Government  of  France, 
*  whilft  a  King  of  that  Country  (hould  endea- 
"  vour  to  do  every  thing." 

When  Louis  the  Fifteenth  prefented  the 
Dauphin,  then  a  very  young  man,  to  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  he  faid,  "  Well,  coufin,  what  do  you 

T>  V  2  "  think 
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"  think  of  my  fon  ?"— "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  11 
<c  lui  manque  feulement  un  air  du  College : — All 
<c  that  he  wants,  Sire,  is  to  have  been  brought 
"  up  at  a  public  feminary  ;  he  wants  that  free- 
"  dom  and  opennefs  of  manner,  that  pofleffion 
u  of  himfelf,  which  an  aflbciation  with  young 
"  men  of  his  own  age  alone  can  give  him 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  a  Sovereign  fhould 
"  avoid  war,  without  appearing  to  be  afraid  of 
"  it ;  carry  it  on  with  fpirit,  without  loving  it ; 
"  be  the  firft  to  brave  that  danger  that  other 
u  perfons  were  incurring ;  fhed  his  own  blood 
u  with  courage,  and  fpare  that  of  his  fub- 

To  induce  the  Dauphin  to  afk  for  a  greater 
allowance  than  his  father  granted  him,  fome  of 
the  perfons  about  his  Court  told  him,  that  the 
Dauphin,  the  only  fon  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
had  a  larger  income  than  himfelf.  "  Indeed," 
faid  he,  u  I  fhould  be  very  happy  to  have  my 

*  The  French  Writer  who  tells  this  anecdote  ot> 
ferves^  '«  That  ail  the  French  Princes  who  have  diftin- 
"  guiflied  themfelves  were  educated  at  a  public  feminary, 
"  as  the  great  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  Brother  at  the 
"  College  Royal,  and  the  late  Prince  of  Conti  at  that  of 
"  Harcourt." 

"  penlion 
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"  penfion  increafed,  were  it  not  raifed  upon  my 
"  father's  fubjefts." 

"  Ignorance,"  faid  he,  "  is  the  greateft  mif- 
"  fortune  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince.  It  is 
"  but  feldom  that  a  King  forms,  in  cool  blood, 
"  a  defign  to  enflave  his  people.  Humanity 
"  oppofes  it,  and  his  own  intereft  deters  him 
"  from  it.  Ignorance  alone  prevails  upon  him 
"  to  attempt  it.  Ignorance  then  is  the  fdurce 
"  of  all  his  miferies." 

"  A  Prince,"  he  obferved,  "  holds  his  exift- 
"  ence  in  the  political  world  by  his  authority 
"  only.  Not  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with 
u  its  origin,  its  extent,  and  its  bounds,  or  to 
4C  know  them  but  fuperficially,  is  neither  to 
"  know  the  nature  nor  the  properties  of  his 
"  exiftence," 

The  names  of  the  children  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily of  France  were  ufed  to  be  infcribed  in  the 
parifli  regifter  of  Verfailles ;  the  Dauphin  took 
his  children  one  day  with  him  to  the  Church  of 
that  Town,  and,  opening  the  regifter  before 
them,  thus  addreffed  them :  "  Obferve,  my  good 
"  children,  your  names  following,  in  regular 
"  order,  the  names  of  the  pooreit  and  of  the 
"  lowed  of  my  father's  fubje&s.   Religion  and 

Nature  know  no  diftindtion:  Virtue  alone 
dd  3  "  makes 
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"  makes  the  difference  between  one  perfon  and 
"  another  and  perhaps  he  whofe  name  you 
"  precede  in  this  book  may  appear  greater  in 
<c  the  eyes  of  God,  than  you  may  appear  in 
"  thofe  of  mankind." 

The  Dauphin,  with  his  ufual  paternal  folici- 
tude,  caufed  a  book  to  be  written  for  the  ufe  of 
his  eldeft  fon,  the  late  unfortunate  King  of 
France  (a  book  now  become  ufelefs)  fur  le  droit 
public  de  France. 


DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

REGENT  OF  FRANCE. 

Duclos  fays  of  this  Prince,  u  He  was  by 
"  nature  humane,  compaffionate,  liberal,  and 
"  brave.  He  would  have  been  a  virtuous  man, 
"  could  any  one  be  virtuous  without  princi- 
"  pies."  His  Uncle  (Louis  the  Fourteenth) 
faid  of  him,  "  that  he  was  unfanfaron  des  crimes  j 
"  and,"  added  this  Monarch,  "  I  really  believe, 
"  that  if  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  to  be  fe- 
"  rioully  ill,  he  would  have  recourfe  to  relics 
"  and  to  holy  water." 


Mr.  Pope,  fpeaking  of  him,  fays, 
<c  A  Godlefs  Regent  tremble  at  a  Star!" 

§  Duclos.* 
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Duclos,  in  confirmation  of  his  fkrcafin  upon 
the  Duke's  foolifh  fears  and  idle  fuperftition, 
fays,  "  that  the  Duke  ufed  to  run  after  every 
u  fortune-teller  and  aflrologer  that  came  to 
"  Paris,  and  exhibited  in  his  character  all  the 
"  credulous  curiofity  of  a  chamber-maid." 

The  Duke  was  a  man  of  talents,  a  Mufician, 
a  Chemift,  and  a  Painter ;  and  he  was  more 
pleafed  with  the  compliments  paid  to  him  on 
his  fuppofed  excellence  in  any  of  thefe  arts, 
than  on  any  attention  or  flattery  beftowed  upon 
his  rank  or  his  courage. 

The  Regent  one  day  gave  his  drawing-mafter 
the  choice  of  two  piftures  from  his  Gallery.  He 
folicited  two  that  wer|  painted  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  They  were  of  courfe  prefented  to 
him,  with  a  thoufand  louis  d'ors,  as  a  reward 
for  the  juflnefs  of  his  tafte. 

The  Duke  diftinguifhed  himfelf  extremely  as 
a  General  in  Spain,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
fenfe  and  great  eloquence ;  yet,  from  the  want 
of  the  proper  diredion  of  this  aflemblage  of  ta- 
lents, his  life  was  pafled  in  a  manner  neither 
happy  nor  honourable  to  himfelf,  nor  ufeful  to 
others.  His  mother  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  that 
at  his  birth  all  the  fairies  in  the  neighbourhood 

d  d  4  were 
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were  invited  to  bedow  their  favours  upon  him, 
except  one  who  was  left  out  by  accident.  She 
in  revenge  faid,  that  flie  would  make  all  their 
gifts  inefficacious,  by  rendering  the  child  inca- 
pable of  making  a  good  ufe  of  them 

Many  of  the  Regent's  bons  mots  remain  :  His 
definition  of  the  perfons  who  frequent  the  Courts 
of  Sovereigns,  and  are  in  place  with  every  Ad- 
miniftration,  is  excellent :  "  Ce  font  des  parfaits 
"  courtefansy  Us  out  ni  honneur  ni  humeur  "  To 
fome  Ecclefiaftic  of  diftin&ion  whofe  character 
was  indifferent,  and  who  on  foliating  the  Regent 
for  a  Bifhopric  told  him  that  he  fhould  be  dif- 
honoured  if  he  was  not  placed  in  that  fituation, 
he  replied,  "  Sir,  I  had  much  rather  that  you 
f*  fhould  be  dishonoured  than  myfelf," 

The  good  Staniflaus  King  of  Poland,  driven 
from  his  dominions  by  the  ferocious  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  took  refuge  in  Paps,  where  he  was  fup- 
ported  at  the  expence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
Some  one  complained  to  the  Regent  of  the 
great  fum  of  money  which  this  exiled  Mo- 
narch's fupport  coft,  and  wifhed  him  to  leave 
France.  *  ■  Sir,"  replied  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
nobly,  "  France  has  been,  and  I  truft  ever  will 
"  be,  the  refuge  of  unfortunate  Princes :  and  J 
^  fhall  moft  certainly  not  permit  it  to  be  vior 

f  lated, 
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w  lated,  when  fo  excellent  a  Prince  as  the  King 
u  of  Poland  comes  to  claim  it," 

England  has  done  itfelf  immortal  honour,  by 
the  prote&ion  it  has  afforded  to  the  Emigrant 
Nobility  and  Priefthood  of  France  during  the 
late  unparalleled  Revolution  in  that  country. 

The  liberality  and  generofity  which  the  Bri- 
tifti  Nation  in  general  (hewed  to  the  unfortunate 
French  who  have  refided  among  them  gave  00 
cafion  to  the  following  lines  in  1791,  to  intro- 
duce a  Lady  of  birth,  of  elegance,  and  of  talents, 
to  the  notice  of  the  Public  as  a  finger, 

TO   MADAME  DE   S   i 

From  Gallic  horrors,  and  Sedition's  roar, 
Welcome,  fweet  Syren,  to  the  Britifh  more! 
From  his  fam'd  lyre  fuch  notes  Amphion  drew, 
And  ftraight  Bceotia's  ftones  to  order  flew, 
Leap'd  into  form,  obedient  to  command, 
And  own'd  the  magic  of  the  matter's  hand. 

Hadft  thou  attun'd  thy  fleetly-founding  ft  ring, 
Thine  and  thy  injur'd  Country's  wrongs  to  fing| 
Hadft  thou  bewail'd,  in  thy  all-powerful  ftrain, 
Thy  King  a  captive,  and  his  Nobles  flain ; 
Whilft  law  and  right,  the  fandtuary  and  throne, 
One  equal  wreclc,  one  monftrous  ruin  own ; 
Nor  age  nor  fex  whilft  Hell-born  Rapine  (pares, 
The  hoary  prelate  from  the  altar  tears, 

The 
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The  facred  cloyfter's  reverend  gloom  invades, 
Drags  into  day  the  Heaven-devoted  maids ! 
And  (fliame !  oh  fhanie !}  pollutes  their  pious  ears 
With  taunts  profane,  and  with  indecent  jeers 
The  furious  rabble  fure  had  learnt  to  feel, 
Rebellion's  felf  had  fheath'd  its  murd'rous  fteel; 
Difcord  for  once  had  bade  her  horrors  ceafe, 
And  thou  hadft  footh'd  the  rnadd'ning  herd  to  Peace  I 

How  vain  the  thought  f  for  Gallia's  modern  race 
The  antient  fathers  of  their  foil  difgrace. 
No  more  with  zeal  their  Monarch  they  obey  j 
No  more  they  bend  to  Beauty's  fofter  fway  $ 
Traitors  to  every  power  they  once  ador'd. 
And  true  to  Licence  only  and  the  Sword ! 
A  Bourbon  now,  robb'd  of  his  vaft  domain, 
His  fubje£ts  loyalty  implores  in  vain; 
Proud  Auftria's  daughter,  Gallia's  beauteous  Queen, 
Bleft  with  each  grace  of  Pallas'  lofty  mien, 
Difplays  her  mournful  majefty  of  charms 
Unheeded  'midft  the  din  of  civil  arms  : 
Their  Royal  child,  with  fad  affright  oppreft, 
In  vain  feeks  refuge  in  a  parent's  bread ; 
In  vain  his  helplefs  fuppliant  arms  extends. 
No  pity  foothes,  no  pious  care  befriends, 
Whilfl  with  a  trembling;  voice  and  dreaming  eves- 
"  O  fpare  my  mother — fpare  your  Queen,"  he  cries, 
(Patron  of  wretched  Gaul's  diftraded  land, 
Oh  fainted  Monarch  *,  arm  thy  vengeful  hand} 
Grafp  the  red  bolt,  avert  this  foul  difgrace, 
And  fave  the  glories  of  thy  facred  race !) 

*  St.  Louis,  the  Tutelar  Saint  of  France,  from  whom 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  is  defcended. 

Then* 
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Then,  lovely  Syren,  welcome  to  this  Iflc, 
Where  temper'd  Liberty  has  deign'd  to  fmile ! 
Where  laws  in  Freedom's  happieft  hour  defign'd, 
The  wonder  and  the  envy  of  mankind, 
With  equal  force  the  Peer  and  Peafant  bind  ; 
Where  fcale  of  rank  but  fans  the  mind's  bright  fircf 
And  bids  it  to  each  dignity  afpire; 
Where  Kings,  but  echoing  the  public  voice, 
Reign  by  true  right  divine,  their  people's  choice  ; 
No  lawlefs  fway,  no  baleful  power  confefs, 
Contented  only  with  the  power  to  blefs ; 
Favour'd  Vicegerents  of  th'  Eternal  Throne 
In  mercy,  its  lov'd  attribute,  alone; 
Where  every  Mufe  has  fix'd  her  willing  feat, 
Where  every  talent  finds  a  fure  retreat ; 
Where  foft  Human  ty  (the  country's  boaft) 
Beckons  each  wand'ring  fufferer  to  the  coaft. 
Here  whiift  thy  trembling  fingers  ftrike  the  lyre 
To  notes  of  horror  or  of  foft  defire, 
Thy  lips  in  fvveet  vibration  pour  around 
Each  mingled  melody  of  vocal  found; 
And  whiift,  refponfive  to  the  well-ftruck  firings, 
The  little  Loves  expand  their  purple  wings, 
O'er  every  charm  of  thy  fair  form  prefide, 
And  each  compos'd  and  decent  motion  guide; 
Whiift  fad  remembrance  of  a  happier  fate 
(A  hufband's  love,  a  father's  honour'd  ftate*) 
For  one  fhort  paufe  arrefts  the  liquid  note, 
And  the  figh  lingers  in  thy  tuneful  throat; 

*  Madame  de  S  \s  father  was  Under-Intcndant  to 

M.  Bertier,  the  Intendant  of  Paris,  who  was  butchered  by 
the  mob  of  that  city  a  few  years  ago. 

Whiift 
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Whilft  warm  with  extacy  our  bofoms  glow, 
For  thy  fad  ills  the  generous  tears  {hall  flow, 
*    Pity  with  tranfport  in  each  breafl:  unite, 

And  fympathy  give  virtue  to  delight.  S. 

In  the  franknefs  and  opennefs  of  his  character, 
and  in  forne  degree  in  his  perfon,  the  Regent 
refembled  Henry  the  Fourth  ;  and  he  was  much 
pleafed  when  any  one  noticed  the  refemblance  to 
him. 

The  Regent  was  a  good  judge  of  painting. 
The  colleftion  of  pictures  which  he  made  at  the 
Palais  Royal  was  a  very  fine  one,  and  united  in 
itfelf  the  collections  of  Chriftina  Queen  of  Swe- 
den and  Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  with  the  addi- 
tions made  to  it  by  himfelf.  Spence  in  his 
"  Anecdotes"  fays,  that  the  moft  coftly  pidture 
in  the  collection  was  the  Belle  Raphael  (as  it  is 
called),  and  that  it  coft  thirteen  hundred 
pounds.  Ten  thoufand  guineas  wrere  offered 
lately,  by  a  Sovereign,  for  the  three  Maries  at 
the  Sepulchre  by  Annibal  Caracci.  A  French 
banker  bought  the  Italian  part  of  the  Collec- 
tion ;  and  the  Flemifh  part  was  on  fale  in  Lon- 
don in  the  year  1793. 

The  Regent's  fon,  on  fucceeding  his  father, 
ordered  Coypel  to  cut  to  pieces  all  the  indecent 

pictures 
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pi&ures  in  the  Palais  Royal.  This  order  was 
not  rigidly  complied  with,  as  feveral  of  thefe 
pictures  have  made  their  way  into  other  collec- 
tions, as  thofe  of  Drefden,  Berlin,  Sec, 

La  Grange  had  written  a  mod  abufive  libel 
upon  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  Verfe:  it  was 
entitled  "  Les  Philippiques"  and  accufed  him 
of  every  thing  that  was  bafe  and  fcandalous* 
The  Regent  fent  for  him,  and  afked  him  coolly, 
"  Whether  in  his  heart  he  believed  him  to  be 
u  fo  bad  a  man  as  he  had  reprefented  him." 
La  Grange  replied,  "  that  he  had  not  written 
<c  a  fyllable  in  his  book,  that  he  did  not  be- 
"  lieve  to  be  true/' — "  Sir,"  replied  the  Re- 
gent, "  it  is  well  for  you,  that  you  are  of  that. 
"  opinion  ;  otherwife  I  fhould  have  ordered  you 
"  to  have  been  hung  up  immediately 

On  his  being  appointed  Regent,  he  infifted 
on  being  allowed  the  power  of  pardoning.  "  I 
"  have  no  objeftion,"  faid  he,  "  to  have  my 
"  hands  tied  from  doing  harm  ;  but  I  will  have 
"  them  free  to  do  good." 

*  "  Nothing,"  fays  Montefquieu,  u  fo  much  letters 
u  the  character  of  great  men,  as  the  attention  they  pay 
'*  to  their  perfonal  injuries.  I  know  tua  men  who  were 
"  entirely  bifenfible  to  them,  Julius  Caefar  and  th$  Regent 
"  Duke  of  Orleans.'' 

To 
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To  his  infant  Sovereign  he  behaved  with  th& 
utmoft  relpedt,  and  took  great  pains  to  inflrudfc 
him.  "  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  your 
"  Majefty,"  faid  he  to  him  >  tc  not  even  you* 
"  faults." 

"  The  Regent  died/'  fays  Duclos,  !'  of  the 
44  indulgence  of  grofs  pleafures  \de  fa  chtre 
u  crapule,  as  he  terms  it),  in  fpite  of  the 

advice  of  his  Phyficians  and  of  his  friends, 
cc  A  man,"  adds  Duclos,  "  quits  his  vices 
"  in  general,  when  he  is  quitted  by  them  :  the 
"  indulgence,  however,  of  grofs  pleafures  is 
"  too  apt  to  remain  with  him,  till  it  makes 
"  him  at  laft  fall  a  vi&im  to  its  pernicious 
"  effefts." 


MADAME  DE  BAVIERE, 

MOTHER  OF  THE   REGENT  OF  FRANCE, 

is  thus  defcribed  by  Duclos :  "  She  was  ex* 
"  tremely  fond  of  her  fon,  though  (he  was 
"  much  diffatisfied  with  his  conduft.  This 
"  Princefs  had  great  good  fenfe,  was  a  woman 
"  of  virtue  and  of  honour,  much  attached  to 
"  the  decorum  of  her  fituation,  and  to  the 
"  etiquette  of  her  rank.  An  excellent  ftate 
*f  of  health  which  nothing  could  affcft,  and 

"  which 
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m  which  prevented  her  from  requiring  any  de- 
#l  licacy  with  refpeft  to  herfeif,  made  her  ap- 
<c  pear  harfli  and  unfeeling  to  others,  whom 
iC  flie  could  not  poffibly  fuppofe  to  (land  in 
<c  need  of  any  kind  of  management  or  atten- 
tion  to  their  feelings.  She  was  a  German, 
and  was  extremely  fond  of  perfons  of  that 
"  Nation:  indeed  it  was  fufficient  only  to  be 
"  of  that  Nation  to  have  a  claim  to  her  atten- 
"  tion." 

Some  extracts  from  the  letters  of  this  Prin- 
cefs  to  Caroline  Queen  of  George  the  Second, 
were  printed  a  few  years  ago ;  they  are  curious, 
but  very  grofs.  Mrs.  S  ,  who  was  Bed- 
chamber-woman to  Queen  Caroline,  ufed  to 
fay,  that  fhe  remembered  perfectly  well  the 
Queen's  receiving  many  of  them,  and  that  fhe 
occafionally  laid,  "  Thefe  are  letters  not  fit  for 
w  every  one  to  read." 

On  the  death  of  this  Princefs,  fome  one,  in 
allufion  to  the  extremely  vicious  character  of  her 
fon,  and  to  the  Proverb  that  has  had  its  fanftion 
in  the  experience  of  all  ages  and  of  all  countries 
to  its  truth,  "  Idlenefs  is  the  mother  of  Vice," 
wrote  upon  her  coffin,  "  Cy  gyft  fOifivete\  Here 
"  lies  Idlenefs/1 


C  416  ] 


CARDINAL  DUBOIS. 

The  fpeech  which  this  profligate  Minifter 
delivered  to  the  Affembly  of  the  Clergy,  was 
made  by  Fohtenelle,  who  wrote  likewife  the 
Epitaph  for  his  Eminence,  which  he  managed 
extremely  well.  Having  nothing  to  fay  of  the 
good  qualities  of  the  deceafed  Cardinal,  he 
merely  adverted  in  it  to  the  height  of  his  fitua* 
tion,  and  the  uncertainty  of  power  and  of  dig- 
nity. After  the  enumeration  of  all  his  titles 
and  employments,  he  adds  from  Scripture, 
€Q  What  are  all  thefe  titles  and  honours  but 
"  the  changing  bow  of  Heaven,  and  the  va- 
"  pour  that  melts  into  air  !  Paffenger,  intreat 
"  of  Heaven  for  the  deceafed  more  folid  and 
"  more  fubftantial  bleffings." 

The  Monument  reprefents  the  Cardinal  oil 
his  knees  with  a  book  open  before  him,  in  which 
there  is  infcribed  "  Miferere ;"  his  eyes  are 
turned  towards  the  body  of  the  church,  as 
if  to  intreat  continually  the  prayers  of  the 
congregation  for  him.  The  idea  of  it  was  fug- 
gefted  by  a  relation  of  his,  an  Ecclefiaftic  of 
great  merit, 

Dubois, 
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Dubois,  foon  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick, 
was  in  England,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  celebrated  Countefs  of  that  Nation, 
whom  he  ufed  to  call  "  la  plus  belle  Irregtilaritc 
"  du  Monde"  One  of  her  friends,  fuppofing 
(no  doubt)  that  Dubois  would  become  one 
day  Prime  Miniiter  of  France,  gave  him  this 
advice :  u  Take  care  never  to  ferve  any  perfon 
"  too  much  ;  you  will  always  fuffer  for  it ;  and 
"  I  fuppofe  that  you  are  hardly  enough  of  a 
"  Don  Quixote  to  pique  yourfelf  on  the  glory 
fc  of  making  a  man  ungrateful." 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  exalted  from 
a  very  mean  fituation  to  the  rank  of  Prime 
Minifher  of  a  great  Country,  and  a  Prince  of 
the  Church,  ufed  occafionally  to  exclaim,  in 
the  midft  of  all  his  confequence  and  {plendor 
(fo  much  envied  by  the  reft  of  mankind), 
"  Alas  :  how  happy  fhould  I  be,  were  I  to 
H  return  to  my  old  fituation  and  lodging  in 
"  a  good  fccond  floor,  with  an  old  Gouver- 
"  nante,  and  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
*  a-year  !"  The  obfervant  Fontenelle  ufed  to 
fay,  cc  What  always  made  me  fatisfied  with 
"  my  low  condition  of  life,  was  to  fee  Cardinal 
gc  Dubois  come  to  me  to  be  foothed  and  com- 
"  forted,  and  that  1  had  never  occafion  to  apply 
*'  to  him  for  a  fifflilar  purpofe/1 

Vol.  iv#  e  a  Soon 
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Soon  after  the  Regent  had  made  Dubois  a 
Councillor  of  State,  he  fent  for  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand  faid,  "  My  good  friend,  wc 
"  mud  now  have  a  little  honefty :  I  mud  beg 
"  it  of  you  as  a  favour.'* 

The  Cardinal  was  a  man  of  very  precife  and 
accurate  converfation,  and  had  a  great  deal  of 
general  knowledge.  This  he  took  care  to  in- 
creafe,  by  always  leading,  with  great  dexterity, 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  converging  to 
fubje&s  on  which  they  had  moll  knowledge ■*. 

Mr.  Crawfurd,  in  one  of  his  difpatches  from 
the  Court  of  France,  after  giving  an  account  of 
the  laft  hours  of  the  Cardinal,  embittered  by  the 
mofl  horrid  tortures  of  mind  and  of  body,  thus 
delineates  his  character : 

"  His  Eminence  had  no  great  order  in  pri- 
€C  vate  affairs,  nor  even  in  the  condudl  of  the 
"  great  detail  of  public  bufinefs  which  he  took 
u  upon  him;  fo  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
"  confufion  in  his  family,  and  amongft  his 

*  "  M.  de  Varillas,"  fays  Menage,  "  told  me  one  day, 
u  that  nine  parts  out  of  ten  of  what  he  knew,  he  had 
u  picked  up  iii  converfation.  On  refle&ing  a  little,*' 
adds  Menage,  "  I  told  him  that  I  was  precifely  in  the  fame 

"  fixation." 

"  Clerks 
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C€  Clerks  in  their  different  offices.  He  could 
"  never  bring  himfelf  to  distribute  his  time 
"  of  doing  bufinefs  into  appropriated  hours 
"  and  days,  for  the  different  affairs  of  which  he 
*  undertook  the  detail ;  and  by  this  means 
"  feldom  had  time  to  finifh  any  thing  but 
"  what  was  immediately  preifing,  and  remained 
"  almoft  in  a  continual  hurry  by  the  great 
64  multiplicity  of  affairs  that  neceffarily  crouded 
"  upon  him  in  fuch  a  country  as  this;  whilffc 
"  he  let  every  one  know,  that  it  was  to  him 
"  alone  they  muft  addrefs  themfelves,  if  they 
M  expeded  to  fucceed  in  any  demand  they  had 
"  to  make." 

The  Cardinal,  whofe  papers  were  never  put 
in  any  order,  ufed  frequently,  in  fearchin^  after 
any  thing  he  wanted,  to  fwear  exceflively.  One 
of  his  Clerks  told  him,  "  Your  Eminence  had 
"  better  hire  a  man  to  fwear  for  you,  and  then 
"  you  will  gain  fo  much  time/' 


MR.  LAW. 

This  celebrated  Projector,  loon  after  his  arri- 
val at  Paris,  boalted,  "  that  he  would  make 
"  France  fo  powerful,  that  every  other  Nation 
"  in  Europe  fhould  fend  Ambaiiadors  to  it, 

E  e  2  "  but 
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"  but  that  the  King  of  France  fhould  merely 

"  fend  Meflengers  to  the  other  Nations  *." 

A  friend  of  Law's  afked  him  one  day,  whe- 
ther it  were  true  that  he  was  going  to  war  with 
England.  "  I  fnouid  think,"  added  he,  "  that 
"  a  Minifter  like  yourfelf,  whofe  intereft  it  is 
u  to  make  the  State  flouriili  by  commerce,  and 
"  by  eflablifhments  that  require  peace,  would 
€c  never  think  of  going  to  war."  Law  calmly 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  defire  war,  but  I  am  not 
"  afraid  of  it." 

Law  had  promifed  his  mafter,  the  Regent, 
mountains  of  gold ;  and  when  his  promifes  failed, 
the  Regent  fent  for  him,  called  him  by  all 
the  opprobrious  epithets  that  he  could  think  of 
— "  Knave,  Madman  !"  and  faid,  that  he  did 
not  know  what  hindered  him  from  fending 
him  to  the  Baftile,  for  that  there  never  was 
any  perfon  fent /  there  who  deferved  it  fo  well 
as  himfelf. 

*  u  Je  rendrai  la  France  ft  grande,  que  toutes  les  "Nations 
4*  de  V  Europe  ewverront  des  Ambajfadeurs  a  Paris}  et  le  Rot 
*"  n'envcrra  que  desCmiers** 
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M.  BOUDOU. 

This  eminent  Surgeon  was  one  day  feat  for 
by  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  Prime  Miniftcr  of 
France,  to  perform  a  very  ferious  operation  upon 
him.    The  Cardinal,  on  feeing  him  enter  the 
room,  faid  to  him,  "  You  muft  not  expert, 
"  Sir,  to  treat  me  in  the  fame  rough  manner 
"  as  you  treat  your  poor  miferable  wretches  at 
"  your  Hofpital  of  the  Hotel  Dieu      «  My 
"  Lord,"  replied  M.  Boudou  with  great  dig- 
nity, "  every  one  of  thofe  miferable  wretches, 
"  as  your  Eminence  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  is 
P  a  Prime  Minifter  in  my  eyes/' 


M.  DE  BELSUNCE, 

BISHOP    OF  MARSEILLES. 

f<  Marseilles'  good  Bifliop"  was  of  (he 
family  of  Belfunce  in  the  province  of  Guienne 
in  France.  He  had  taken  the  vows  as  a 
Jefuit,  and  became  afterwards  Biihop  of  Mar- 
feilles.  In  confideration  of  the  eminent  fer- 
vices  he  rendered  to  that  city  during  the  plague 
that  vifited  it  in  1720,  the  Regent  offered  him 
the  richer  and  more  honourable  fee  of  Laon  in 

I  e  E  3  Picardy, 
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Picardy.  He  refilled  that  bifhopric,  giving  as 
a  reafon,  his  unwillingnefs  to  leave  a  flock  that 
had  been  endeared  to  him  by  their  fufferings : 
he  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  a 
peculiar  diftinftion  with  refpect  to  the  Court 
in  which  any  lawfuits  he  might  have  the  un- 
happinefs  to  be  engaged  in  fhould  be  tried, 
His  pious  and  intrepid  labours  are  commemo- 
rated in  a  picture  in  the  town-hall  of  Marfeilles, 
in  which  he  is  reprefented  in  his  epifcopal  habit, 
attended  by  his  almoners,  giving  his  benediction 
to  the  dying  and  the  dead  that  are  at  his  feet. 
Father  Vanniere,  in  his  " Pr  tedium  Rufoicum" 
alludes  to  M.  cle  Belfunce  in  thefe  lines ; 

v  ^  i 'i  .»vita  qui  Pr  afoul  et  aurl 
Prodigus,  ajjiduis  animos  et  corpora  curls 
Suftlniiit,  mortem  vifus  calcare  metumque 
fntrepidg  vadens  perforata  cadavera  pafofou* 

Profui  c  of  life,  and  prodigal  of  gold, 

The  (acred  Paftor  tends  his  fick'ning  fold; 

R^pcfe  of   od   awd  of  m;nd  difdains, 

To  calm  their  woes,  and  mitigate  their  pains  j 

Bravely  defoifes  death,  and  ev  ryfear, 

With  holy  rites  their  drooping  hearts  to  chear$ 

Vaft  heaps  of  dead  without  difmay  he  views, 

And  with  firm  ftephis  genVous  way  purfues, 


Some  others  of  the  Bifhops  of  Provence  are 
pnentio^d  with  refped  by  Father  Vanniere  for 
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their  humanity  and  exertions  on  this  occafion, 
as  M.  de  Ventimille,  Archbilliop  of  Aix,  &c. 

M.  de  Belfunce  was  an  author.  He  wrote 
the  Lives  of  his  Predeceffors'in  the  See  of  Mar- 
feilles,  and  fome  religious  trafts, 


CARDINAL  FLEURY. 

When  the  Abbe  de  St.  Pierre  prefented  his 
projeft  of  a  perpetual  peace  *  to  this  wiley  and 
experienced  Minifter,  the  Cardinal  faid,  "  Sir, 
"  I  am  much  afraid  that  you  have  forgotten 
"  the  preliminary  article.  You  have  forgotten 
"  to  fend  a  troop  of  miffionaries,  to  difpofe 
"  fhe  hearts  and  the  minds  of  the  different 
"  Sovereigns  of  Europe  towards  your  excellent 
i«  projed." 

The  Cardinal,  like  our  excellent  Minifter  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  was  forced  into  an  expenfive 
and  ruinous  war  by  the  clamour  of  fadtion  and 

*  Soon  after  St.  Pierre  publifhed  his  book,  a  Dutch  Inn* 
keeper  fet  up  a  fign,  infcribed,  "  a  la  Paix  perpetuclle" 
It  reprefented  a  Church-yard;  as  if  the  mifchievous  panions 
and  the  follies  of  mankind  were  to  ccafc  only  with  the  total 
extinction  of  the  human  race. 

S  E  4  the 
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the  folly  of  the  people.  On  the  Cardinal's  part, 
indeed,  he  had  taken  the  moil  effe&ual  method 
of  keeping  the  two  great  Nations  of  France  and 
England  in  perfeft  harmony  with  one  another ; 
He  ufed  to  remit  to  Sir  Robert  a  certain  fum 
of  money  occafionally,  to  be  diflributed  amongft 
thofe,  who,  from  difappointment  and  a  love  of 
revenge,  were  likely  in  this  country  to  coun- 
tered; his  pacific  intentions  *. 

Fleury  being  one  day  told,  that  he  was  re^ 
fponfible  to  his  Sovereign  for  his  conduft, 
replied,  "  Say,  rather  to  God  and  to  my  con^i 
J?  fcience." 

*  The  Afs  loaded  with  gold  by  Philip  of  Macedon  took 
more  Towns,  perhaps^  than  his  well-difciplined  and  expe* 
rienced  armies.  The  French  have  ever  known  how  to 
apply  that  univerfal  agent  with  great  fuccefs.  Mod  wars 
end  as  moil  revolutions  begin,  from  the  want  of  money; 
it  would  therefore  feem  to  be  good  policy,  and  even  a  great 
faving  of  the  precious  metal,  no  lefs  than  of  the  lives  and 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  (which  are  not  often  fufficiently 
considered  in  the  accounts  of  Statefmen)  if  the  mofl  dread-, 
j'ul  of  human  calamities  was  attempted  to  be  prevented  by 
|he  fame  means  which  eventually  put  a  ftop  to  its  progrefs. 
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MARSHAL  SAXE. 

To  the  honour  of  the  humanity  of  this  great 
General,  the  following  ftory,  told  of  him  by  M. 
de  Senac,  his  Phyfician,  fhould  be  mentioned. 
The  night  before  the  battle  of  Raucour,  M, 
de  Senac  obferved  his  illuftrious  patient  very 
thoughtful,  and  afked  him  the  reafon  of  it ;  when 
he  replied  in  a  paffage  from  the  "  Andromaque?* 
of  Racine, 

SongCyfo.ngey  SenaCy  a  cette  nuit  cruelle^ 
£)ui  fut  pour  tout  un  peuple  une  nuit  eiernelle. 
Songe  aux  cris  des  vainqueursyfonge  aux  cris  dcs  mou~ 
ransy 

Dans  la  jlamrrie  etouffes  fous  le  fer  expirans  z 

Think,  think,  my  friend,  what  horrid  woes 

To-morrow's  morning  muft  difclofe 

To  thoufands,  by  Fate's  hard  decree, 

The  laffc  morn  they  mall  ever  fee, 

Think  how  the  dying  and  the  dead 

O'er  yon  extenfive  plain  fhall  fpread; 

What  horrid  fpeclacles  afford, 

Scorched  by  the  flames,  pierced  by  the  fword; 

and  added,  Et  tons  les  foldats  n\n  favoicnt  run 
1*  encore — And  all  thefe  Soldiers  knew  nothing 
fc  at  all  of  what  was  to  happen. " 


The 
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The  following  Letters  were  written  by  Mar- 
foal  Saxe  to  M.  D'Eon  de  Tiffe,  Cenfor  Royal, 
and  Secretary  to  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans. 
They  are  permitted  to  embellifli  this  Collection, 
by  the  kindnefs  of  the  Chevaliere  D'Eon, 
niece  to  the  perfon  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
drefled. 

*  Monfieur, 

"  Je  vous  prye  cinjlan  want  de  prefer  unc 
<c  atanjion  favorable  a  je  que  Mile.  Sommer- 
«  ville  *  vous  dira,  ill  ma  paru  quon  la  vexe  & 
"  fait,  une  bonne  fille,  a  qui  je  feres  charme 
<c  de  randre  jervijfe,  foiez  perfuades  que  Ion 
"  jauret  nitre  plus  parfaitement, 
"  Monfieur, 
*5  Votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeijfent  ferviteur, 
"  Maurice  de  Saxe,'* 

"  A  Paris  le  Mardis 
"  dernier s  de  Juillet, 
"  1740.'' 

u  A  # 

"  Je  vous  prye  d' ait  re  perfuades,  Monfieun, 
"  que  Ton  ne  jauret  aitre  plus  fenfible  que  je  le 
"  fuis  au  marques  de  votre  fouvenir  &  de  votre 
"  amities,  elle  me  jeras  toujour  chere,  &  mais 
*  fecj&is  acquiereront  de  nouvos  agremens  pour 

*  An  Aftrefs  of  the  French  Opera, 
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tnoy.  Cant  je  faures  que  vous  vous  y  etnterej[es9 
Ton  fauret  aitre  plus  parfaitement, 

"  Monfieur, 
**  Votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeifjent  ferviteur, 
u  Maurice  de  Saxe." 

Marfhal  Saxe  was  a  Lutheran,  and  his  body 
could  not  therefore  be  buried  in  any  of  the 
Catholic  churches  in  France  with  the  ufual  cere- 
monies attendant  on  the  funerals  of  great  men. 
This  made  the  Queen  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth 
fay,  with  fome  archnefs,  "  What  a  pity  it  is 

that  we  cannot  fing  one  De  Profundis  to  a 
cc  man  who  has  made  us  fing  fo  many  Te 
*'  Deumsr 

Of  the  greatnefs  of  Marfhal  Saxe's  courage 
who  can'  doubt  ?  yet  his  friends  faid  of  him, 
that  he  would  never  *  fight  a  duel ;  that  he 

always 

*  A  greater  degree  of  ridicule  was  never  thrown  upon 
duelling  than  by  the  following  {lory,  which  Dr.  Sandilands 
told  to  Mr.Richardfon,  jun. 

"  Colonel  Guife  going  over  one  campaign  to  Flanders, 
*4  obferved  a  young  raw  Officer  who  was  in  the  lame  vcf- 
"  fel  with  him,  and  with  his  ufual  humanity  told  him,  that 
"  he  would  take  care  of  him  and  conduct  him  to  Antwerp, 
"  where  they  were  both  going,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
44  and  then  took  leave  of  him.  The  young  fellow  was 
f1  focn  to}d,  by  fome  arch  rogues  whom  he  happened  to 

"  fall 
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always  looked  under  his  bed  every  night  j  and 
every  night  locked  his  chamber  door. 


M.  DUCLOS. 

Louis  the  Fifteenth  faid  of  Duclos, 

"  Ceft  an  komme  droit  et  adroit"  a  man  of 

"  fall  in  with,  that  he  muft  fignalize  himfelf  bv  fighting 
u  fome  man  of  known  courage,  or  elfe  he  would  foon  be 
*;  defpifed  in  the  regiment.    The  young  man  faid,  he 

44  knew  no  one  but  Colonel  Guife,  and  he  had  received 
*'  great  obligations  from  him.    It  is  all  one  for  that,  they 

45  laid,  in  thcfe  cafes.  The  Colonel  was  the  fitted  man 
44  in  the  world,  every  body  knew  his  bravery.  Soon  after- 
li  wards,  up  comes  the  young  Officer  to  Colonel  Guife, 
"  as  he  was  walking  up  and  down  in  the  Coffee -houfe,  and 
44  began  in  a  hefitating  manner  to  tell  him,  how  much 
*4  obliged  he  had  been  to  him,  and  how  fenfible  he  was  of 
f4  his  obligations.  Sir,  replied  Colonel  Guife,  I  have  done 
44  my  duty  by  you,  and  no  more.  But  Colonel,  added  the 
44  young  Officer,  faultering,  I  am  told  that  I  muft  fight  fome 
44  Gentleman  of  known  refolution,  and  who  has  killed 
u  feveral  perfons,  and  that  nobody —  Oh  !  Sir,  replied  the 
<4  Colonel,  your  friends  do  me  too  much  honour :  but  there 
44  is  a  Gentleman  (pointing  to  a  huge  fierce-looking  black 
44  fellow  that  was  fitting  at  one  of  the  tables)  who  has  kill- 
44  ed  hall  the  regiment.  So  up  goes  the  Officer  to  him, 
44  and  tells  him,  he  is  well  informed  of  his  bravery,  and 
14  that,  for  that  reafon,  he  muft  fight  him.  Who  I,  Sir? 
44  replied  the  Gentleman ;  why  1  am  Peale  the  Apothe* 
4<  z?xy"~Richarilfomana. 

virtue 
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virtue  and  a  man  of  the  world.  He  was  the 
hiftoriographer  of  France,  and  the  only  per- 
ion  to  whom  Roufleau  ever  dedicated  any  of 
his  works.  When  he  was  at  Rome  he  was 
afced  by  Clement  XIII.  whether  he  intended 
to  publifh  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times.  He 
replied,  "  Holy  Father,  I  neither  wifh  to  de- 
"  bafe  myielf  by  flattery,  nor  to  incur  any  un- 
*  neceflary  danger  by  telling  the  truth. " 

Speaking  of  Politehefs  in  his  "  Confidcrations 
"  fur  les  Mcettrs"  he  fays, 

"  Mankind  are  fo  much  indebted  to  each 
"  other,  that  they  owe  mutual  attention ;  they 
u  owe  each  other  a  politenefs  worthy  of  them- 
"  felves,  worthy  of  thinking  beings,  and  varied 
"  according  to  the  different  fentiments  that 
"  fliould  diftate  it. 

"  The  politenefs  of  the  great  therefore 
"  (hould  be  that  of  humanity;  and  that  of 
"  inferiors  gratitude,  if  the  great  deferve  Jt.j 
"■that  of  equals  efteem  and  mutual  fervices ; 
"  far  from  endeavouring  to  encourage  incivility, 
"  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  politenefs 
"  arifing  from  foftnefs  of  manners  fliould  be 
"  added  to  that  which  proceeds  from  goodnefe 
"  of  heart. 


"  The 
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"  The  mod  pernicious  eifcct  of  the  common 
"  poKtOUbfe  of  the  world  is,  that  it  teaches  us 
"  to  do  without  thofe  virtues  which  it  imitates. 
"  Were  we  but  taught  by  our  education  to  be 
"  humane  and  benevolent,  we  fliould  either 
"  poffefs  politenefs,  or  could  do  very  well  with- 
"  out  it. 

"  We  fliould  not  perhaps  have  that  polite- 
"  nefs  which  announces  itfelf  by  the  Graces, 
"  but  we  fhould  have  that  which  announces 
"  the  honeft  man  and  the  man  of  honour.  We 
"  fliould  then  have  no  occafion  to  have  re- 
"  courfe  to  mere  appearances. 

"  Inftead  of  being  artificial  to  pleafe,  it 
<c  would  then  be  fufficient  that  we  were  good 
"  men ;  inftead  of  being  diflemblers  to  flatter 
u  the  weaknefs  of  others,  it  would  be  enough 
"  for  us  only  to  be  indulgent  to  them. 

"  Thofe  to  whom  we  behaved  in  this  man- 
H  ner  wrould  neither  be  rendered  infolent  nor 
"  corrupted  by  it ;  they  would  only  be  grate- 
u  ful  and  become  better.'' 

It  was  an  obfervation  of  Duclos,  ¥  That 
"  rogues  always  leagued  together,  whilft  honeft 
[*  men  kept  themfelves  ifolated. 

"  Impious 
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«  Impious  and  profligate  writings,"  faid  he, 
li  are  read  once  for  their  novelty,  and,  except 
<c  on  account  of  the  bad  principles  they  con- 
u  tain,  they  would  never  have  been  taken  the 
4*  leaft  notice  of ;  like  thofe  obfcure  criminals 
€C  whofe  names  are  known  only  by  their  crimes 
"  and  their  punifliments." 

Thefe  obfervations  of  Duclos  are  taken  from 
his  Life  in  the  a  Necrologe  des  Hommcs  celebres 
"  de  France-"  a  work  formerly  published  every 
year  at  Paris  in  i2mo.  It  contained  the  Lives 
of  the  diftinguiflied  Perfons  in  Arms,  in  Arts, 
and  in  Learning,  who  had  died  within  the  year. 
It  gave  an  account  of  their  aftions,  their  writ- 
ings, their  labours,  and  their  difcoveries,  and 
contained  as  well  the  hiftory  of  the  progrefe 
of  the  human  mind,  as  the  lives  of  the  perfons 
mentioned  in  it.  Each  article  was  furnifhed  by 
a  perfon  converfant  with  the  profeflion  of  the 
particular  perfon  defcribed  in  it.  A  book  con- 
duced on  the  fame  plan  would  be  a  great  ad- 
dition to  the  literature  of  this  country. 


FONTENELLE. 

Fontenelle  was  of  a  good-humoured  and 
apathiftical  difpofition.  He  was  once  afked  how 
*  he 


he  bad  managed  to  be  fo  generally  liked  as  lie 
was.  He  replied,  "  By  obferving^  thefe  two 
a  maxims :  One  cannot  tell  what  may  happen  j 
*  and  every  body  may  be  right  at  laft." 

On  feeing  the  buft  of  Boileau,  the  Satirift^ 
he  exclaimed,  "1  fay  now  of  Boileau  what  I 
'c  have  always  faid,  crown  him  with  laurels, 
£*  and  hang  him  afterwards  upon  the  next 
"  gibbet  *J* 

Of  a  company  coniifting  of  men  of  no  great 
underftanding,  and  of  Ladies  who  were  of  a  cer- 
tain age,  he  faid,  "  Les  hommes  font  pajfable>  et 
*?  les  femmes  paffees" 

Some  one  afking  him  how  old  he  was,  he  faid, 
<c  Hufli !  Pray  don't  fpeak  fo  loud  ;  death 
"  fcems  to  have  forgotten  me,  and  you  may 
"  perhaps  put  him  in  mind  of  me." 

*  Boileau  himfelf  fays, 

■  —  Quiltons  la  faiyre, 

Cyefi  un  mediant  metier  que  celul  de  medirc* 

The  Satirift  but  too  often  avenges  his  own  miferies  tip  art 
the  feelings  of  others. — Regnier  ufed  to  tell  his  friends,  that 
he  never  became  difcontented  with  the  world,  till  he  had 
long  been  difcontentcd  with  itfmfdf- 


A  fevfr 
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A  few  hours  before  he  died,  being  aftted 
what  he  felt,  he  "  rien  qnme  ufficulri 

u  d'etre." 

Fontenelle's  Dratiias  are  very  elegant  in  their 
ftyle  and  in  their  thinking.  His  Elogcs  are 
excellent.  His  other  works  are  of  no  great 
value.  The  a  Hiftory  ©f^wikfc-  wis  take* 
from  Vandale,  a  heavy  Dutch  writer,  and  drafted 
up  with  Fontenelle's  ufual  elegance, 
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ikid  to  Madame  d'Aiguillon  on  his  death-bed, 
"  I  have  always  refpefted  religion  j  the  mora- 
"  lity  of  the  Gofpel  is  the  moll  valuable  pre- 
u  fent  that  God  could  have  beftowecl  upon 
U  mankind. . 

EXTRACTS  FROM  SOME  D£T ACHFD  THOUGHTS  OF 
MONTESQUIEU,  PUBLISHED  A  FEW  YEARS  SINCE 
BY  M.  DE  LA  PLACE,  OF  BRUSSELS. 

"  I  am  attached  to  my  country,  becaufe  I 
u  like  the  Government  under  which  I  was 
"  born,  without  being  afraid  of  it,  or  expecting 
H  any  emolument  from  it*  I  fhare  equally 
"  with  my  fellow-citizens  in  the  protection 

VOL .  IV.  F  F  "  which 
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"  which  it  affords  to  us,  and  I  thank  God 

*  that  he  has  given  to  me  a  degree  of  mode- 
"  ration. 

">iom i5vs  y/ztl i  Isrfj  goohsq  oh  yu>'yi*nTC  .** 

<€  If  I  knew  any  thing  that  would  be  ufeful 
°  td  rtiyfelf,  and  at  the  fame  time  prejudicial 
"  to  my  family,  I  would  erafe  it  from  my 
"  mind  3  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  would  be 
u  ufeful  to  my  family,  but  prejudicial  to  my 
"  country,  I  would  firive  to  forget  it  j  if  I 
"  knew  any  thing  that  would  be  ufeful  to  my 
"  country,  but  prejudical  to  mankind,  I  fhoukl 
"  look  upon  it  as  a  crime, 

*  We  are  allowed  to  afpire  to  the  higheft 
"  fituations  in  our  country,  becaufe  it  is  per- 
u  mittect  to  every  citizen  to  wifli  to  be  ufeful 
"  to  his  country.  Befides,  a  noble  ambition 
*c  (when  properly  directed)  is  a  fentiment  very 

*  ufeful  to  fociety;  for,  as  the  phyfical  world 
M  fubfifts  only  becaufe  every  particle  of  matter 
"  tends  to  fly  off  from  the  centre,  fo  the  poli- 

*  tical  world  fuftains  itfelf  by  the  inward  and 
"  reftlefs  defire  that  every  one  has  to  remove 
"  from  the  fituationin  which  he  is  placed. 

K  The  heroifnl  that  found  morality  avows 
"  has  very  few  charms  for  moft  men  ;  the  he- 

9  roifm 
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*  roiim  that  dcftroys  morality  ftrikes  us  and 
"  forces  our  admiration* 


<c  There  are  no  perfons  that  I  have  ever  more 

*4  completely  defpifed,  than  witlings,  and  per* 

"  fons  of  rank  devoid  of  probity. 

vni  mofi  ii  slsia  fclxxcw  >.  1  *yiirni&  ycti 

€f  My  principle  has  always  been,  never  to  do 

"  that  by  another  perfon  which  I  could  do  by 

"  myfelf.    This  has  enabled  me  to  make  my 

"  fortune  by  the  means  which  I  had  in  my 

"  own  power,  moderation  and  frugality;  and 

"  never  by  means  external  to  myfelf,  which  are 

"  but  too  often  bafe  or  unjuft. 

"  I  love  to  frequent  thofe  houfes  where  I 
"  can  come  off  well  with  my  every-day  under- 
"  ftanding. 

"  I  doat  upon  friendfhip.  I  never  remember 
"  in  my  life  to  have  given  away  four  louis  d'ors 
"  from  oflentation,  or  to  have  paid  four  vifits 
"  from  views  of  intereft. 


"  It  was  my  intention  to  have  made  my 
"  Efprit  des  Loix"  a  work'  of  greater  extent, 
"  and  to  have  confidered  many  parts  of  it  more 
ft  fully.  I  am  now  become  unable  to  do  as  1 
K  intended.  My  ftudies  have  weakened  my 
f  f  2  "  eves  ; 
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"  eyes ;  and  what  light  remains  within,  is  mctelt 
"  that  of  twilight,  in  winch  they  will  foon  ftl 

"  for  ever, 

-  "  I  am  not  fo  humble  as  the  atheifts  are,  I 
"  would  not  change  my  hopes  of  immortality 
<c  for  all  their  Quietifm. 

"  Religion  is  peculiar! f  neceflary  to  the  Eng- 
u  lifli ;  as  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  afraid  to 
"  deitroy  themfelves,  fliould  at  lead  be  taught 
"  the  fatal  and  eternal  confequences  that  attend 
"  the  rafh  and  wicked  action  of  a  moment, 

"  In  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  been  very 
"  foolifh,  but  have  never  been  malignant, 
4C  When  I  fee  a  man  of  worth,  I  never  attempt 
9i  to  take  him  to  pieces. 

"  Idlenefs  *  fhcukl  really  be  ranked  amongfl 
the  tortures  of  Hell,    Yet  people  are  foolilli 

"  enough 

*  *'  Idlenefs,  :  fays  Lavater,  (tangly,  "  is  the  origin?! 
*{  fin  of  our  finl  parents.  Do  yon  not  th'.nk  it  then  dif* 
"  obedience  or  rebellion  ?  Nothing  like  iti  their  leading  vie* 
«  was  idlenefs.  He  that  can  fulxrue  that  one  vice,  can  ne* 
*f  ver  fail  to  accomplifh  whatever  he  purpofes  to  do." 

*c  Idlenefs,"  fays  the  learned  Lord  Monboddo,  "  is  the 
w  fource  of  almoft  every  vice  and.  folly.    For  a  man  who 

"  does 
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rv  enough   to  clais  it  with  the  beatitudes  of 
Heaven. 

"  Thofe 

"  does  not  know  what  to  do,  will  do  any  thing  rather  than 
u  nothing;  and  I  maintain,  that  the  richeft  man  who 
u  is  haunted  by  that  foul  fiend  (as  if  may  be  called)  is  a 
**  much  more  unhappy  man  than  the  day-labourer,  who.tiJW 
"  his  daily  bread  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  and  who  there,-  * 
"  fore  only  fubmits  to  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  our 
"  firfi:  parents  after  their  fall,  and  which,  if  it  be  underiiood 
u  (as  I  think  it  ought  to  be)  of  the  labour  of  the  mind,  as 
"  well  as  of  the  body,  we  muft  all  fubmit  to,  or  be  miier- 
44  able  if  we  do  not.  And  accordingly  thofe,  who  have 
46  nothing  to  do,  endeavour  to  fly  -from  themfelves,  and 
i4  many  fly  from  the  country  and  go  abroad  for  no  other 
*£  reafon. 

Frujira%nam  comes  atra  petit  fequitur que  fit gacenu 

'Gainft  the  foul  fiend  what  can  relief  afford  ? 
Our  bed  he  climbs,  participates  our  board; 
Fly  as  we  may  o'er  earth's  extenfive  round 
He  follows  (till,  and  at  our  heels  is  found. 
From  his  fell  looks  each  joy  a  blaft  acquires, 
And  life  itfelf  beneath  his  grafp  expires. 

$i  And  fome  go  out  of  life  for  no  other  reafon  (and  I  thinfe 
"  there  may  be  a  worfe  reafon),  than  becaufe  they  have 
f*  nothing  to  do  in  it.1' 

Metaphvf.  vol.  iv.  p,  92. 

u  Wearlnefs  of  life,"  fays  Dr.  Darwin,  "  in  its  moderate 
c<  degree  has  been  efteemed  a  motive  to  aft  ion  by  fome  phi- 
ie  lofophers;  but  thofe  men  who  have  run  through  &e 
"  ufual  amufements  of  life  early,  in  refpeft  of  their  age,  and 
M  who  havp  notinduftry  or  ability  to  cultivate  thofe  fciences 

F  f  3  -     "  which, 
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u  Thofe  perfons  who  have  little  to  do  are 
"  great  talkers.  A  man  talks,  in  general,  in 
"  proportion  to  the  fmall  degree  of  thought 
<c  which  he  pofleffes. 

"  In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  never 
"  known  any  perfons  completely  defpifed,  ex- 
"  cept  thofe  who  keep  bad  company. 

"  Our  modern  orators  appear  to  give  in  length 
!  "  what  they  want  in  depth  *. 

6  If 

€*  which  afford  a  perpetual  fund  of  novelty  and  of  confe- 
*i  quent  entertainment,  are  liable  to  become  tired  of  life,  as 
"  they  fuppofe  there  is  nothing  new  to  be  found  in  it  that 

*  can  afford  them  pleafure ;  like  Alexander,  who  is  faid  to 

*  have  fried  tears,  becaufe  he  had  not  another  world  to  con- 
"  quer." 

The  remedies  recommended  by  this  ingenious  philofo- 
pher  againft  the  tadium  <vit&  are,  "  fome  reftraint  in  ex- 
"  haufting  the  ufual  pleafures  of  the  world  early  in  life; 
"  the  agreeable  cares  of  a  matrimonial  life;  the  cultivation 
P  of  fcience,  as  of  Chemiftry,  Natural  Philofophy,  Natural 
(i  Hiftory,  &c.  which  fupply  an  insxhauftible  fource  of 
"  pleafurable  novelty,  and  relieve  ennui  by  the  exertion  they 
u  occafion." 

Zoonomia,  vol.  ii. 

*  Tully  himfelf  calls  this  defe£  «  calumnla  dicendi"  the 
fcandal  of  public  fpeaking.  This  abufe  of  a  noble  faculty 
has  ultimately  deftroyed  every  State  in  which  it  has  been 
practifed,  Athens  and  Rome  fell  when  the  tinfel  of  rhetoric 

was 
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f<  If  you  afk  me;  my  fon,  what  in  general  are. 
c*  the  prejudices  of  the  Englifri  nation,  and  what 
"  they  efceem  moft,  I  fhould  anfwer  your  quef- 

tion  with  fome  difficulty.  They  do  not  appear 
"  to  affect  either  war  or  ambition,  neither  thofe 
**  perfons  who  are  well  with  the  Ladies,  nor 
"  thofe  who  have  the  ears  of  the  Minifter. 
*  They  appear  defirous  that  men  (hould  be 
"  men.  They  efte^m  only  two  things,  Wealth 
"  #nd  merit," 

<c  It  is  not,"  fays  this  acute  writer,  ia 
his  Spirit  of  Laws,  "  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to 

enquire,  whether  the  Englifli  really  pofleis 
"  that  freedom  which  they  an?  fuppofed  to 
3  have.    It  is  enough  for  my  purpofe  that  it 

is  eflabliflied  by  their  Laws,  I  do  not  how- 
"  ever  pity  thofe  nations  who  do  not  enjoy  that 
"  blefling.  I  know  but  too  well  that  excefs 
u  of  reafon  itfelf  is  not  a  defirable  thing,  and 
^  that  in  general  mankind  adapt  themfelves 

better  to  a  medium  $ha,n  to  the  extremes" 

was  preferred  to  the  pure  gold  of  knowledge,  when  men 
affefted  to  appear  wife  rather  than  be  really  fo,  and  found 
tfye  nation  foolifh  enough  to  foe  fatisfied  with  the  fhadow 
inftead  of  the  fubftance.  44  Is  it  not  furprizing,"  fays  Dom 
Noel  d'Argonne,  u  that,  fince  eloquence  has  begun  to  be 
a  fufficieinly  known,  mankind  fhould  Hill  continue  to 
&  4uped  by  it?" 
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Dix  Fresnot's  Latin  Poem  on  Painting  14 
well  known.  It  was  written  by  an  arrift:  but, 
though  it  contains  many  excellent  precepts  and 
obfervations  relative  to  art,  it  is,  like  moft  other 
Latin  didaclic  poems,  dry  and'  uninterefting. 
Abbe  Marfy's  Latin  Poem  on  the  fame  fubjecr 
is  written  with  greater  elegance  of  fcyle,  and 
with  fuperior  harmony  of  verification.  Many 
of  the  defcriptions  it  contains  are  beautiful.  It 
would  appear  to  advantage  in  an  Englifh  drefs5 
were  notes  appended  to  it  by  an  eminent  Artift 
or  a  good  Connoifleur,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's  Comments  illufirate  the 
text  cf  the  translation  of  Du  Frefnoy  by  Mr, 
Mafon. 

Marfy  was  the  fon  of  the  celebrated  fculptor 
of  the  Baths  of  Diana  in  the  gardens  of  Ver~. 
fail!*.  3,  and  fecms  to  have  had  a  kind  of  heredi- 
tary right  to  laite  and  knowledge  in  art. 

He  thus  defcribes  Le  Sueur  and  Nicolo 
Poutlin  ? 

Suer'u  quid  claujira  loquar  dottique  Sabbias : 
PouJJinu 

*      *      *      #  ;* 

Piclurf.m 
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fiiZfuram  Atifitnih  ex  quo  dcduxit  ab  oris 
Et  Roma  ereptas  t':bi  Gallia  tradidit  artts. 

Le  Sueur's  fanVd  Cloifter  all  our  wonder  claims.; 
Why  fpeak  of  learned  Pouffin's  Sabine  darner  I 

*      *  * 
Pouflin  to  whom  indebted  Gallia  boafts 
Painting  reffored  from  .the  Italian  coalls, 
Proud  from  his  powers  of  pencil  to  afiiime 
Each  various  grace  cf  art  defpoil'd  from  Rome, 

He  thus  commemorates  Titian,  the  painter 
pf  Nature ; 

 Agnofco  tuos  Tiiiane  colores 

Dofie  tot  ilikibus  fiicd 5  decorarc  tabellas 
Arie  cclorandi  yiaturam  ut  vinccre  pojfts. 

Titian,  thy  magic  colours  I  defcry, 

£kiii'd  by  the  blerded  t;nts  that  charm  the  eye; 

That  Art  wth  Nature's  fe!f  appears  at  (trite, 

•  And  the  dull  canvas  animates  to  life, 

M.  de  la  Mierre  and  M.  Watelet  have  writ- 
ten Poems  on  Pain ti nfe  in  French  verle  ;  taking 
many  of  their  fentimcnts  and  obfervations  from 
the  Latin  Poems  of  Du  Frefnoy  and  de  Many* 
They  have  not,  I  fear,  found  many  admirers. 

Abbe  de  Marfy,  fpeaking  of  the  art  of  Paint- 
ing *  when  sxercifed  by  fuch  men  as  Michael 

*  The  title  of  Marfy's  Poem  is  "  Pifiiuraj1  1736.  121110. 
lit  wrote  alfo  a  Latin  i'oem  oa  Tragedy. 

I  '  Angela 
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Angelo  and  Julio  Romano,  defcribes  its  fublime 
effe&s,  in  fome  lines  which  may  be  well  applied 
to  the  Gallery  of  Milton,  now  painting  by  Mr. 
Fufeli. 

Nunc  etiam  impavidis  fur  gens  ad  fidera  pennis, 
Terrenes  nil  feeds  habens^  flammentia  mundi 
Mania  tranfgreditur. 

Painting,  on  fearlefs  pinions  borne,  afcends 
The  ftars  exalted  region,  and,  fet  free 
From  every  feculence  of  this  vile  earth, 
JSurfts  through  the  flaming  barriers  of  the  world. 


RAMEAU. 

This  great  Mufician  poffefied  that  enthu^ 
fiafm,  without  which  nothing  great  is  ever  ef- 
fected. He  had  one  day  fome  men  of  letters 
at  his  houfe,  who  laughed  at  him  very  much 
on  his  making  an  anachronifm.  Rameau  flew 
with  great  emotion  to  his  harpfichord,  and,  run- 
ning rapidly  over  the  keys  of  it,  played  a  moft 
exquinte  piece  of  harmony.  "  Now,"  faid  he, 
<;  Gentlemen,  it  furely  fliews  more  talent  to 
M  be  uble  to  cdmpofe  fuch  a  piece  of  mufic  as 
"  that  which  you  have  juft  heard,  than  to  be 
"  able  to  tell  in  what  year  Charlemagne  or 
*4  Clovis  died.  You  only  remember  5  I  invent  s 

"  and 
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"  and  pray  which  is  the  mod  admirable,  ge- 
nius  or  erudition  ?" 

On  a  quarrel  he  had  with  the  elegant  Qui- 
nault,  whofe  Operas  he  fet  to  mufic,  he  faid3 
"  You  will  fee  how  well  I  pan  do  without  my 
"  Poet.  I  will  ia  future  fet  the  Dutch  Gazette 
f  to  mufic." 


The  Collar  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael  was 
Intended  for  Rameau  by  Louis  the  Fifteenth. 
He  died,  however,  before  he  received  it  s  and, 
at  a  public  funeral,  which  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Mufic  made  for  him  in  one  of  the  churches 
of  Paris,  the  office  for  the  dead  was  fet  to  mufic, 
taken  from  his  own  Operas  of  Caftor  and  Dar- 
danus. 

His  enemies  complained,  without  reafbn,  that 
his  mufic  pleafed  merely  from  its  difficulty  of 
execution  *  It  was  indeed  grand  and  elaborate, 
and  excelled  in  its  power  of  harmony,  and  in 

*  Dr.  Johnfon  was  obferved  by  a  mufical  friend  of  his, 
to  be  extrerrely  inattentive  at  a  Concert,  whilft  a  cele- 
brated folo  player  was  running  up  the  divifions  and  fub- 
divifions  of  notes  upon  his  violin.  His  friend,  to  induce 
him  to  take  greater  notice  of  what  was  going  on,  told  him 
how  extremely  difficult  it  was.  "  Difficult  do  you  call  it, 
"  Sir?"  replied  the  Doltor;  u  I  wifh  it  were  impoflible." 

the 
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the  juft  combination  of  founds  apparently  dif* 
cordant.  This,  however,  evinced  the  genius 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  maftcr. 

M.  D'ACQUIN. 

This  great  Mufician  was  a  competitor  fo? 
the  exquifite  organ  of  St,  Paul's  at  Paris,  with 
Rameau.  They  had  each  of  them  played  a 
fugue,  on  the  merit  of  which  the  judges  were 
divided ;  and,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that  their  com- 
pofitions  were  premeditated,  they  were  defirecj 
to  execute  a  voluntary, 

D'Acquin  fi.rft  afcends  the  organ-loft,  throws 
his  fword  with  fome  emotion  at  his  feet,  and 
exclaims,  looking  down  upon  his  audience  with 
an  air  of  triumph,,  infpired  by  the  confeioufnefs 
of  his  own  talents,  "  Ceji  moi  qui  van  toucher  .r* 
and  in  this  tranfport  of  enthufiafm,  which  the 
indecifion  of  his  judges  had  occafioncd,  made 
fuch  fpirited  efforts,  that  the  fuffrages  were  no 
jonger  divided,  and  he  triumphed,  in  point  of 
execution  at  leaft,  over  the  greateft  mufician 
{hat  France  ever  produced. 

Rameau,  however  fuccefsful  his  competitor 
had  been,  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  "  There  is  no  good; 
8  "  mu£c 


m.  d'acquik.  44^ 

"  mufic  now :  our  tafte  for  it  is  continually 
<c  changing:  M.  d'Acquin  alone  has  had  the 
*  courage  to  ftem  the  torrent ;  he  has  ahvavs 
M  maintained  to  the  Organ  the  majefty  and  the 
"  graces  that  are  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
"  that  wonderful  inftrument :  he  might,  how- 
M  ever,  have  given  into  ail  the  tricks  of  execu- 
P  tion  if  he  had  pleafed  j  I  admire  him  for  not 
"  having  done  fo." 

J.J.  RoufTcau,  in  his  Mufical  Dictionary,  obt- 
ferves,  article  Preluder,  "  It  is  in  this  great  art, 
"  that  our  good  Organifls  in  France  excel,  fach 
"  as  M.  d'Acquin  and  M.  Claviere." 


DU  CERCEAU, 

In  his  Life  of  the  modern  Roman  Demag-o^uc 
Rienzi,  obferves,  cc  that  popular  talents,  m 
"  general,  are  combined  with  a  certain  degree  of 
*t  inianity."  The  mafs  of  mankind  appear  ra- 
ther to  be  pleafed  with  what  dazzles  than  with 
that  which  convinces  them  j  and  are  more  im-' 
prcflcd  by  the  ardour  of  enterprizc  than  by  the 
fobriety  of  practicability.  It  is  the  exerciled  eye 
alone  which  prefers  the  impafto  of  Titian  to  the 
glaize  of  Barocci, — foiil  and  fubftantiid  colour 
to  airy  and  diaphanous  tints. 
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MARIVAUX* 

This  ingenious  man,  however  metaphyfical 
and  alembicated  he  may  be  in  his  writings,  was 
of  great  fimplicity  and  bon  kcminie  m  his  charac- 
ter and  converfation.  Having  one  day  met 
with  a  fturdy  beggar,  who  aiked  charity  of  him, 
he  replied,  "  My  good  friend,  flrong  and  ftout 
4C  as  you  are5  it  is  a  ihame  that  you  do  not  go 
"  to  work." — "  Ah  Matter,"  faid  the  beggar, "  if 
"  you  did  but  know  how  lazy  I  am." — "  Well," 
replied  Marivaux,  "  I  fee  thou  art  an  honeft 
"  fellowr,  here  is  half  a  crown  for  you." 

Being  one  day  in  company  with  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  who  had  profefled  himfelf  an  infidel  on 
many  points  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  though 
he  had  mentioned  as  true  many  dubious  hifto- 
rical  fafts,  "Well,  my  Lord,"  faid  he,  *  if  you 
"  are  an  infidel,  I  fee  that  it  is  not  for  want  of 
"  faith." 
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LOUIS  THE  SIXTEENTH. 

[1774— 1793.] 

The  fituation  of  this  excellent  Prince  is  thus 
emphatically  defcribed  by  that  great  Politician, 
Frederic,  the  laft  King  of  Pruflia,  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Voltaire  : 

c<  June  18,  1776. 

"  I  have  lately  leafned  that  the  King  of 
f<  France  has  difplaced  fome  of  his  Minifters. 
#{  I  am  not  aftonifhed  at  it.  I  look  upon 
**  Louis  the  Sixteenth  as  a  young  lamb  in  the 
"  midft  of  wolves.  He  will  be  in  great  luck 
"  if  he  gets  out  of  their  claws.    A  perfon  who 

fliould  chance  to  have  been  in  the  habits  of 
"  Government,  would  be  at  prefent  much  puz- 
"  zled  in  France; — watched  and  furrounded 
"  with  artifices  of  every  kind,  he  would  be 
"  forced  to  be  guilty  of  miftakes.  How  much 
u  more  likely  then  is  it,  that  a  young  Prince, 
"  without  experience,  fliould  be  hurried  along 
"  by  the  torrent  of  intrigue  and  cabal. 

"  Thofe  perfons  who  have  talked  of  the 
€C  French  Government  to  you,  have  doubtlels, 
"  my  dear  Voltaire,  exaggerated  many  things. 

"  I  have 
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*  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  at  the 
true  date  cf  the  revenues  and  of  the  debt 

"  of  that  kiiigdorn*    Its'  debts  are  enormous, 

*  its  refources  exhaufted,  and  its  taxes  rfltif- 
"  tiplied  beyond  bounds/  The  only  method 
"  to  diminifh  in  time  the  load  of  thefe  debts, 
"  would  be  to  put  its  expences  within  certain 
*'  limits,  and  to  retrench  every  fuperfluity. 
"  But,  alas  !  this  I  fear  will  never  be  done: 
"  for*  inftead  of  faying*  I  have  fuch  an  income* 
u  and  I  can  afford  to  fpend  fo  much  of  it,  we 
**  are  but  too  apt  to  fay,  I  muft  have  fo  much 
f<  money,  find  out  expedients  to  procure  it 
*c  for  me. 

"  Thofe  rogues  of  Monks  fhoiild  be  made 
*'  to  bleed  pretty  freely*  This,  however*  would 
u  not  be  fufficient  (though  it  would  undoubU 

*  edly  afford  fome  refources)  to  pay  off  the 
96  debts  in  a  fhort  time,  and  to  procure  for  the 
*i  people  of  France  all  that  affiftance  for  which 

they  have  at  prefent  fo  great  an  occafon, 
"  This  diftrefsfui  fituation  took  its  rife  in  the 
"  preceding  reigns,  which  contracted  debts  for 
u  the  payment  of  which  they  had  made  no* 
"  provifiom 

"  It  is  this  derangement  of  its  finances 
?  which  fo  materially  influences  every  part  of 

«  its 
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"  its  Government.  It  has  put  a  (top  to  the 
"  wife  projedts  of  M.  de  St.  Germain.  It 
"  has  prevented  its  Adminiftration  from  having 
"  that  aicendancy  in  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
"  which  France  has  been  ever  ufed  to  take 
"  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  With 
"  refpect  to  your  Parliaments,  as  a  thinking 
"  man,  I  have  conftantly  condemned  the  revo- 
"  cation  of  that  of  Paris,  as  contrary  to  every 
"  principle  of  logic  and  of  good  fenfe." 

Is  it  then  any  wonder,  that  when  M.  de  Mai- 
fherbes  came  to  requef.  his  difmiffion  from  Adr 
miniftration,  the  King  exclaimed,  "  I  can,  in- 
"  deed,  grant  you  your  difmiflion.  I  wifh  I 
"  were  able  to  procure  my  own  I" 

His  fhort-fighted  Minifters,  in  thefe  dif- 
trefsful  circumftances,  engaged  him  to  aflift 
the  Colonies  of  a  great  Nation  that  were  at  vvar 
with  the  parent  Country  *  ^  and  not  only  to 

add 

*  That  Miniftef  of  routine  M.  de  Vergennei,  grown  old 
in  intrigue  and  cabal*  ufed  to  exclaim  with  rapture  after 
the  American  War,  "  I  have  cut  off  one  arm  from  the 
u  proud  fflaftders,  I  will  foon  cut  off'  the  other."  The 
direption  of  that  arm,  however,  like  the  teeth  of  the  ferpent 
of  Cadmus,  has  produced  armed  legions,  which  have  not 
only  deftroyed  each  other  and  the  Country  by  whofe  folly 

vol.  iv.  q  a  and 
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add  to  the  immenfe  debt  already  incurred  in* 
France,  but  to  effe<5t  the  propagation  of  that 
fpirit  of  revolt  which  has  ended  fo  fatally  for 
that  kingdom. 

On  an  application  made  to  him  by  Tippoo 
Saib,  not  long  before  he  fuffered,  to  affift  him 
in  taking  pofleffion  of  fome  Provinces  in  India 
from  the  Englifh,  and  annexing  them  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  Louis  nobly  refufed  his 
aflent,  and  faid,  "  In  the  American  War,  my 
cc  Minifters  took  advantage  of  my  youth  and 
"  inexperience.  Every  calamity  that  we  have 
"  fuffered  in  France  took  its  rife  from  that 
&  event." 


During  his  infamous  mock  trial,  this  Prince 
was  aiked,  What  he  had  done  with  a  certain 
filfift  of  money — a  few  thoufand  pounds.  Mh 
voice  failed  him,  and  the  tears  came  into  his  eyes 
Kt  this  queition;  at  laffc  he  replied ^  J'aimais 
"  a  fdive  its  heureux. — I  had  a  pleafure  in  mak* 
"  ing  other  people  happy. "  He  had  given  the 
money  away  in  charity. 

znd  treachery  tky  wm  produced,  but  threaten  the  deftruc- 
tion  of -Europe  'itfe!f,.and  all  that  has  been  held  facred  for 
£ges  by  thit  inhabitants  of  it. 
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On  the  night  preceding  his  execution  he  faid 
to  M.  Edgeworth,  "  I  do  not  know  what  I  have 
"  done  to  my  coufin  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to 
"  induce  him  to  behave  to  me  in  the  way  in 
Cl  which  he  has  done  ;  but  he  is  to  be  pitied  ; 
"  he  is  ftill  more  wretched  than  I  am  ;  I  would 
"  not  change  fituations  with  him." 

A  few  hours  before  he  died,  he  faid  to  the 
fame  Gentleman,  "  How  happy  I  am  to  have 
"  retained  my  faith  in  religion,  In  what  a 
"  terrible  ftate  of  mind  fhould  I  have  been 
"  at  this  moment,  had  not  the  grace  of  God 
"  preferved  this  bleffing  to  me.  Yes,  I  fhall 
*  now  be  able  to  fhew  my  enemies  that  I  do 
cc  not  fear  them." 

As  this  monarch,  the  moft  benevolent,  the 
beft  intentioned  Prince,  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionate lover  of  his  people  *  that  Time  has 
ever  produced,  was  afcending  the  fcaffold  to 
fuffer  the  fentence  inflicted  upon  him  by  his 
unprincipled  and  infamous  Judges,  his  virtuous 
and  intrepid  Confeffor  exclaimed,  with  all  the 

*  H  //  ?iy  a^ice  mot  &  M.  Turgct  qui  aimons  k  peuplc"  faid 
this  unfortunate  Prince  j  who,  during  the  Revolution,  was 
continually  faying,  u  I  cannot  bear  to  have  a  drop  of  nay 
u  people's  blood  (lied  on  my  account." 
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energy  of  Cornei-lle  himfelf,  **  Digne  enfant  de 
"  Saint  Low's,  nwnte  an  del 

O  true  defcehdant  of  a  Sainted  King, 
Let  this  fad  fcene  to  thee  no  terrors  bring  ; 
Afcend  the  fcaffold  then  with  dauntlefs  pace, 
It  leads  to  join  in  Heaven  thy  facred  race. 
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was  one  of  tliofe  few  Poets  who  facrifice  no 
lets  at  the  ftirine  of  Plutus  than  at  that  of 
Apollo.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend,  re- 
fpe&ing  economy,  he  has  thefe  excellent  obfer- 
vations : 

"  A  fmali  patrimony  becomes  every  day 
"  imailer  j  for  the  price  of  every  thing  is  con- 
"  tinually  increafing*.  A  prudent  man  will 
"  be  ever  attentive  to  all  the  different  opera- 
"  tions  that  Government,  conftantly  harafled 
"  for  money,  and  continually  fhifting  its  plans 
"  of  finance,  is  making  in  the  funds  of  the 

*  U  ITe  ivho  exercifes  no  trode  or  profeffion,"  fays  Mr. 
Soame  Jenyr.s  archly,  M  is  impofed  upon  by  every  one, 
*'  without  any  power  of  making  reprisals.    He  is  like  a 

man  in  the  pillory,  pelted  by  all  without  being  vabie  to 
"  return  it.  He  has  but- one  chance,  which  few  men's 
u  fituation  or  abilities  will  admit  of,  which  is,  that  of  reu- 
u  Hating  upon  the  public." 

§  *c  country. 
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fi  country.  There  always  are  feme  operations 
*  §°*ng  0j  ;>  ^  which  a  private  man  may  get 
"  a  good  deal  of  money,  without  having  the 
"  leaft  obligations  to  any  one ;  and  nothing 
/  "  furely  can  be  fo  i,';:isfactory<  to  him,  as  to  be 
"  indebted  to  himfelf  only  for  his  own  fortune, 
"  The  tirft  ftcp  towards  it  is  always  painful ;  the 
"  reft  follow  as  of  counc. 

"  A  prudent  man  will  be  always  economical 
u  in  his  youth ;  and  at  a  certain  age,  he  will 
™  find  himfelf  much  richer  than  he  ever  ex - 
"  pedled  to  have  been.  That  is  the  time  in 
"  which  a  good  fortune  is  the  molt  eflential 
"  to  a  man's  happinefs.  I  am  in  that  fitua- 
"  tion  myfelf  at  prefent  ;  and,  after  having  lived 
"  a  great  deal  with  Kings,  I  am  at  laft  become 
"  a  King  myfelf.    In  France,  you  know,  a  man 

muft  be  either  a  hammer  or  an  anvil  s  I  have 
<c  choicn  to  be  the  firft." 

Voltaire  had  written  a  Tragedy  called  Bru- 
tus, and  had  a  (hare  in  a  (hip  of  that  name ; 
his  Tragedy  was  damn'd,  and  his  fliip  made 
a  fuccefsful  voyage:  "Well,"  faid  the  Wit, 

one  of  my  Brutus's  has  made  amends  for  the 
h  other/' 
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When  the  Emperor  Jofepk  travelled  through 
Switzerland,  he  did  not  pay  a  vilit  to  Voltaire. 
He  was  afked  by  the  learned  Baron  Haller, 
why  he  had  not  called  upon  that  celebrated 
Writer?  The  Emperor  replied,  "  Had  I  tra- 
"  veiled,  Sir,  merely  as  an  Emperor,  I  fhould 
"  moft  afluredly  have  paid  my  refpedts  to  fo 
If  diftinguifhed  a  chara&er;  but  I  travel  as  a 
"  Gentleman,  and  am  therefore  anxious  to 
"  preferve  all  the  punctilios  that  are  annexed 
<c  to  that  character:  a  Gentleman  cannqt  go 
£  to  fee  a  man  who  has  been  caned,  and  who 
"  has  been  difgraced  by  fome  decifions  of  the 
"  Courts  of  Juftice  againft  him." 

The  Secretary  of  M.  Daguefleau,  Great 
Chancellor  of  France,  was  afked  by  his  Mafter 
one  day,  what  he  thought  of  a  production  of 
Voltaire  that  had  juft  appeared  ? — "  UEpitre 
"  a  V  Uranier—"  Why,  Sir,"  replied  he, 
"  the  perfon  who  wrote  it  ought  to  be  fhut 
"  up  in  a  place  where  he  could  not  get  at  pen, 
J  ink,  and  paper,  The  writer  of  it  is  a  man 
£<  that,  by  the  general  turn  of  his  mind,  is 
lt  capable  of  ruining  a  Kingdom  and  overfetting 
^c  any  Government  whatever," 

Madame  de  Talmond  once  faid  to  M. 
Voltaire,   "  I   think,   Sir,   that   a  Philofo- 

"  pher 
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wc  pher  *  fliould  never  write  bat  to  endeavour 
ii  to  render  mankind  lefs  wicked  and  lefs  un- 

"  happy 

*  "  An  ancient  Phiiofopher,"  fays  Ducios,  M  was  one 
«6  day  accufing  a  celebrated  Courtezan  of  fediicing  the 
"  youth  of  Athens:  *  Alas!'  replied  flie,  4  Would  to 
64  Heaven,  that  we  were  the  only  perfons  who  corrupt 
"  tnem  !  Dj  not  you  Pnifofopners  come  in  for  your  (hare 
*  of  the  imputation  ?4 — Then,"  fubjoins  Duclos.  "  it  is 
w  now  the  fa  Quo  n  to  declaim  again  ft  prejudices ;  perhaps 

we  have  already  deftroyed  too  many  of  them  :  prejudice 
44  is  the  law  of  the  generality  of  mankind.  In  fpeaking  on 
44  this  fubjecl,  I  am  under  the  necemty  of  finding  fault 
44  with  thofe  writers,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  com- 
**  bating  fuperftition  (which  would  be  a  very  laudable 
<c  motive,  if  it  were  retrained  within  the  bounds  of  virtue 
"  and  of  prudence),  endeavour  to  lap  the  foundations  of 
44  morality,  and  loofen  the  bands  of  fociety  ;  the  more 
44  fenfelefs,  as  they  themfelves  would  be  in  the  moll  danger 
"  if  they  were  to  fucceed  in  making  profelytes.  The  per- 
44  nicious  effects  which  they  produce  upon  their  converts, 
u  is  to  render  them  in  their  youth  ufelefs  and  dangerous 
"  citizens  and  feandalous  criminals,  and  in  an  advanced 
44  age  wretched  and  miferable  men  ;  for  there  can  be  but 
u  few  of  them,  who,  at  that  time  of  life,  can  polTefs  the 
%4  curfed  advantage  over  their  fellows,  of  becoming  fo 
"  completely  abandoned  as  to  be  carelefs  about  the  future 
"  confequences  of  their  pall  lives  :  for 

"  Nunquam  aliud  Natura^  aliud fapkntia  dixit. 

44  Nature  and  Wifdom  differ  but  in  name, 
44  Their  ends  and  objects  ever  are  the  fame; 
"  In  fpite  of  Sophiftry's  feductive  art, 
M  They  force  their  truths  eternal  on  the  heart. 

cc   i  "  PtfAy 
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"  happy  than  they  are.  Now  you  do  quite 
"  the  contrary.  You  are  always  writing  againfl. 
"  that  Religion  which  alone  is  able  to  re- 
"  ftrain  wiqkednefs,  and  to  afford  us  confola- 
M  tion  under  misfortunes.' !  Voltaire,  accord- 
ing- to  Brotier,  was  much  ftruck  with  what 
M.  de  Talmond  had  faid  to  him,  and  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  by  faying,  "  that  he  wrote  only 
$€  for  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
«  himfelf." 

Voltaire's  pen  was  fertile  and  very  elegant ; 
his  obfervations  are  occafionally  acute,  yet  he 
often  betrays  great  ignorance  when  he  treats 
on  fubjefts  of  ancient  learning.  Dr.  Johnfon 
told  his  antagonift  Freron,  "  that  Vir  erat 
f'  acerrimi  ingenli  ac  faucartm  liter  arum  ;,?  and 
Bifhop  Warburton  fays  of  him,  with  no  lefs 

"  And,  as  Juvenal  has  finely  obferved, 

*l  Exe?npIo  quodcunque  malo  commit titur,  ipfi 
<£  Difplicet  audi  on,  Prhna  eft  hcec  idtio,  quod fe 
* i  Judice  nemo  nocens  abfolvitur* 

11  Whoe'er  commits  a  crime  is  fure  to  feel 

u  Difplealurf  at  himfelf ;  nor  can  he  fteel 

*'  His  mind  'gainft  thofe  compunctions  which  are  fem 

tl  By  guilt  itfelf,  as  its  own  punifhment : 

<c  Whilft,  to  increafe  the  anguifh  of  his  heart, 

ft  Accufing  Confcience  afts  the  Judge's  part." 

pleafantry 
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pleafantry  than  truth,  H  that  he  writes  indif- 
ferentiy  well  upon  every  thing." 

According  to  the  Author  of  the  "  Galerie 
"  de  r Ancienne  Cour"  Tronchin  affured  his 
friends,  that  Voltaire  died  in  great  agonies  of 
mind.  a  Je  meurs  abandonee  ctes  Dieux  et  dts 
v  Hommes  /"  exclaimed  he,  in  thofe  awful  mo- 
ments when  truth  will  force  its  way.  "  I  wifhed," 
added  Tronchin,  "  that  thofe  wh©  had  been 
"  perverted  by  his  writings  had  been  prefent  at 
ei  his  death ;  it  was  a  fight  too  horrid  to  fup- 
"  port.  On  ne  pouvoit  fas  fc  tenir  conire  tin 
"  pareiljpeftacler 

"  Voltaire,"  faid  Montefquicu,  "  can  never 
"  write  a  good  hiftory.  He  is  like  the  Monks, 
"  who  always  WTite  for  the  honour  of  their 
"  Convent,  and  never  of  the  fubject  on  which 
"  they  treat  ;  Voltaire  will  always  write  for  his 
™  Convent  V? 

The 

*  This  Convent  was  a  Priory  compofed  of  a  few  pre- 
tended Philofophers,  and  a  great  Monarch  at  the  head 
of  them,  who,  however,  better  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  men  and  of  human  affairs  than  themftlves,  did  not 
proceed  to  the  violent  extremes  into  which  they  gave. 
Voltaire's  infidel  writings  poffefs  this  pernicious  quality, 
that  they  render  infidelity  eafy  to  the  meaneft  capacity, 
q.nd  convince  thofe  perfons  by  a  joke  or  a  fneer,  to 

whom 
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The  late  Biihop  Warburton  had  intended 
to  have  written  againfl  Voltaire ;  and  it  is.  a 
pity  that  he  was  difliiaded  from  doing  that 
which  he  would  have  done  eminently  well,  as 
he  had  wit  and  talents  equal  to  thole  of  Vol- 
taire, and  was  confiderably  his  fuperior  in  learn- 
ing. The  lofs,  however,  of  the  antidote  of  the 
Bilhop  to  the  poifon  of  this  lively  though 
dangerous  Writer,  is  in  fome  degree  fupplied 
by  "  Les  Lettres  de  qnelques  Juifs  a  M.  de  Vol- 
"  iairei- 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Mr,  Wyndham,  an 
Englifli  Letter  of  M.  de  Voltaire  to  Mr.  Dod- 
dington,  afterwards  Lord  Melcombe,  is  lub- 
joined. 


ie  A  Many  ton  pres  de  Laufannt^ 
il  4  Fevyicr  1756. 

i  Sir,  j  A 

ft  I  was  very  fick  in  the  month  of  January, 
"  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  when  a  handfome 
"  youth  did  appear  in  my  cabin,  next  to 

whom  argumentation  would  be  incomprehenfible.  They 

raife  a  laugh   in   young  minds   againtt   certain  ferious 

objects,  when  the  impreiiions  are  ftrong  and  vivid,  and 

/hatter  thx)fg  fire-brands  in  fport,  which,  under  the  beauty 

and  playfulnefs  of  the  flame,  conceal  their  '  powers  of 

,    /.  •     •  ■  -  ' 

combuihom 

"  Laufanne, 
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"  Laufanne,  and  favoured  me  with  your  kind 
"  letter,  written  in  September ;  the  date  from 
"  Eaftbury. 

^ff  "^f"  '3f£r 

"  The  country  about  Geneva,  wmch  you 
<c  have  feen,  is  now  much  improved ;  noble 
"  houfes  are  built,  large  gardens  are  planted. 
"  Thole  who  fay  the  world  impairs  every  day 
"  are  quite  in  the  wrong — are  quite  in  the 
u  wrong  as  to  the  natural  world ;  'tis  not  the 
M  like  in  the  moral  and  the  political  one. 

f*  Be  what  it  will,  I  have  pitched  upon  two 
fc  retreats  on  the  banks  of  that  lake  you  are 
"  pleafed  to  mention  in  your  letter.  I  pafs 
"  the  winter  by  Laufanne,  and  the  other  fea- 
"  fons  by  Geneva,  without  care  and  without 
M  Kings  *1 

"  That  country  would  not  perhaps  agree 
*  with  a  Frenchman  of  twenty-five ;  but  it  is 

oui^SfiJiihoArf^  nt>4itfr  i^IfiKl  ^fili'lio  io^it^fl  tn.<^feK'V*i- 
*  Voltaire  was  one  of  the  greatefi  flatterers  to  Kings 

and  the  Great,  to  their  faces  and  in  his  letters  to  them, 

that  ever  exifted.    He  had  written  fume  verfes  in  favour  of 

M.  de  phoifeul  when  he  was  in  place  ;  he  afterwards  wrote 

complimentary  verfes  on  M.  de  Maupeou,  who  fucceeded 

him.     M.  de  Choifeul,  to  fhew  his  contempt  at  this 

behaviour,  put  a  reprefentation  of  the  head  of  Voltaire 

upon  a  weather-cock  on  one  of  the  wings  of  his  Chateau, 

?U  Chanteloup, 

"  moft 


\ 
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44 Thoft  convenient  to  old  age;  when:(>ne  h 
44  paft  fixty,  the  place  <)f  reafon  is  a  private 
"  Ration.  Yet,  though  I  am  mightily  pleafed 
44  with  thefe  lands  of  peace  and  freedom,  1 
"  would  .gladly  fae  another  land  of  liberty 
"  again  before  I  die ;  I  would  have  the  honour 
44  to  fee  you  again,  and  renew  to  you  my  fin- 
"  cere  and  everlafting  gratitude  for  all  the  to- 
44  kens. of  kindnefs.I  received  from  you  when  I 
44  was  in  London. 

44  My  good  Countrymen  have  fometimes 
44  upbraided  me  for  having  too  much  of  ,  the 
tc  Englifh  fpirit  in  my  way  of  thinking;  it 
4C  fhould  be  but  juft  I  fhould  pa^r  a  vifit  to 
"  thofe  who  have  drawn  that  reproach  upon 
44  me ;  be  fure,  dear  Sir,  nqne  was  more  guilty 
"  than  you.  I  hope  I  fhould  find  you  in  good 
44  health,  for  you  are  born  as  found  and  ftrong 
"  as  Nature  made  me  weak  and  unhealthy.  I 
"  hope  the  evening  of  your  day  is  ferene  and 
44  calm  9  'tis  the  beft  lot  of  that  hour  :  you 

have  enjoyed  all  the  reft. 

s  I  am,  with  the  tendereft  refped, 
"  Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

"  Voltaire/* 


Sir 
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Sir  William  Chambers  prefented  his  book 
on  Oriental  Gardening  %  to  Voltaire.  The  two 
following  Letters  palled  between  them  on  the 
cccafion: 

**  London,  July  3,  1772. 

"  Sir, 

*  I  take  the  liberty  of  fending  you  a  little 
"  book  lately  publillied  by  me;  it  contains, 
"  befides  a  great  deal  of  nonfenfty  two  very 
cc  pretty  prints  engraved  by  the  celebrated  Bar- 
<c  tolozzi ;  which  prints,  and  the  view  with 
*£  which  the  book  was  publifhed,  are  its  only 

recommendations. 


"  The  tafte  of  Gardening,  as  it  feems  to  die, 
Vt  is  very  indifferent  all  over  Europe.  A  wifh 
f  to  fee  it  mended  has  induced  me  to  throw 
"  out  a  few  hints  upon  that  fubjed  ;  they  may 
"  excite  others  to  labour  in  the  fame  field  ; 
"  fo  ample,  fo  rich,  fo  well  deferving  the  at- 
"  tention  of  genius.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
fif  gretted  that  Monfieur  de  Voltaire  (amidft  the 

*  That  great  Architect  was  much  ridiculed  on  the  fub* 
jcct.  of  this  book.  He,  however,  allured  his  friends,  that 
all  the  ideas  of  Oriental  Gardening  mentioned  in  it  were 
taken  from  a  Treatife  of  Father  Attiret,  an  European  Mif- 
fionary  in  China,  who* had  written  on  the  Gardens  of  that 
Country, 

"  great 


i 
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"  great  variety  of  fubje&s  he  has  fo  fuccefsfully 
"  treated)  has  never  employed  his  thoughts 
"  upon  this. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft, 

"  Sir, 

u  Your  mod  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  William  Chambers. 
11  To  Monjtear  de  Voltaire" 


H  Aout  7,  1772. 
**  Au  Chateau  de  Fancy* 

"  Monfieur, 

"  Ce  n'efl  pas  aflez  d'aimer  les  jardins,  ni 
"  d'en  avoir.  II  faut  des  yeux  pour  les  regarded 
u  et  des  jambes  pour  s'y  promener.  Je  perds 
"  bientot  les  uns  et  les  autres,  grace  a  ma  vieil- 
M  lefle  et  a  mes  maladies.  Un  des  derniers 
"  ufages  de  ma  vue  a  etc  de-lire  votre  tre^ 
"  agreable  ouvrage.  Je  m'apergois  que  j'ai  fuivi 
"  vos  preceptes  autant  que  mon  ignorance  et 
"  ma  fortune  Font  permis.  J'ai  de  tout  dans  mes 
"  jardins,  parterres,  petite  piece  d'eau,  prome- 
'?  nades  regulieres,  bois  tres  irreguliers,  valons, 
"  pres,  vignes,  potagers,  avec  des  murs  de  par- 
"  tage  couverts  d'arbres  fruitiers,  du  peigne  et 
"  du  fauvage,  le  tout  en  petit,  et  fort  eloigns  de 

"  votre 
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"  votre  magnificence.  Un  Prince  d'Allemagne 
"  fe  ruineroit  en  voulant  etre  votre  ecolier. 
u  J'ai  l'honneur  d'etre,  avec  toute  l'eftime 
fj  que  vous  meritez, 
"  Monfieur, 
M  Votre  tres  obeiffant  Serviteur, 

"  Voltaire, 
"  Gentilhomme  de  la  Chambre  du  Rot?' 

An  impertinent  perfon  had  teazed  Voltaire 
with  continual  letters,  to  which  no  anfwer  had 
been  given ;  at  laft  Voltaire  wrote  to  him 
thus : 

"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  dead,  and  cannot  therefore  in  future 
*  have  the  honour  to  write  to  you." 


J.  J.  ROUSSEAU. 

This  eloquent  Writer  was  very  much  cha- 
grined, when  he  was  not  permitted  by  Voltaire's 
friends  to  add  his  Louis-d'or  to  thofe  that  had 
been  collected  for  railing  a  ftatue  to  him,  whilft 
living  at  the  Comedie  Francaife  at  Paris.  When 
his  friends  reprefented  to  him  as  a  Phrloibphcr 
their  furprife  at  this,  he  replied,  "  Mais,  Mef~ 
**  Jienrs,  je  mews  de  g/ot're"    This  pafficrn  for 

glory 
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glory  and  diftinftion  feems  to  have  been  the 
leading  principle  of  his  conduct.  His  literary 
career  began  in  paradox ;  h£  took  the  wrong 
fide  of  a  queftion  long  fince  fettled,  and,  flattered 
by  the  fuccefs  of  his  efforts,  he  proceeded  to 
his  too  famous  "  Contrat  Social/'  the  political 
creed  of  a  neighbouring  Nation,  who  wifh,  like 
Mahcmet,  to  propagate  it  with  arms  in  their 
hands  throughout  Europe.  Yet,  as  if  confei- 
ous  that  what  was  merely  a  difplay  of  pernicious 
ingenuity  in  him,  might  be  taken  as  a  ferious 
truth  by  others,  he  fays,  in  another  place,  "  In 
u  the  mifery  attendant  upon  human  affairs, 
u  what  thing  is  valuable  enough  to  be.pur- 
"  chafed  at  the  expence  of  the  blood  of  our 
c<  brethren  ?  Liberty  itfelf  cofts  too  dear  at 
^  that  price.  It  is  vain,"  continues  he,  "  to 
"  attempt  to  confound  liberty  and  indepen- 
u  cknee :  they  are  things  fo  different  in  them- 
"  [elves,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  unite  them. 
"  When  every  one  adts  as  lie  pleafes,  he  mufb 
u  often  do  what  is  unpleasant  to  others  j  and 
wi  who  can  call  that  fituation  a  (late  of  free- 
4<  dom.  Liberty  conllfts  leis  in  having  our 
"  own  way,  than  in  not  being  fubjed  to  the 
"  will  of  others.  It  confifts,  likewife,  in  being 
cc  unable  to  fubmit  the  will  of  another  perfon 
"  to  that  of  one's  own.    Whoever  has  conti- 

"  nuallyr 


J.  J.  ROUSSEAU.  465 

*«  riually  his  own  way  cannot  be  free;  and,  in 
"  reality,  to  command  is  to  obey.,, 

He  fays,  in  his  Lettres  ecrites  de  la  Mon- 
tague^— "  After  having,  during  the  whole 
"  courfe  of  my  life,  been  the  panegyrift  of  a 
V  Republican  form  of  Government,  mud  I, 
"  towards  the  end  of  it,  be  obliged  to  confefs, 
"  that  of  all  the  Governments  that  exift, 
41  Monarchy  is  that  in  which  there  is  the 
"  greateft  regard  paid  to  the  true  liberty  of 
"  man?" 

Had  Roufleau,  who  was  rather  capricious 
than  malignant,  rather  a  man  of  no  fixed  princi- 
ples than  of  bad  principles,  lived  to  have  feen 
the  pernicious  effects  of  his  paradoxes  upon  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  in  our  time,  he  would 
have  been  the  firft  to  have  execrated  his  own 
leduftive  talents,  and  to  have  broken  that  ma- 
gical wand,  which,  though  like  that  of  Profpero 
it  could  "  let  the  waters  in  a  wild  roar,"  yet  did 
not,  like  his,  poflefs  its  more  falutary  power  of 
allaying  them*. 

*  The  venerable  and  refpe£hble  Bifhop  of  Leon  de 
St.  Pol,  now  in  London,  was  once  prefent  when  RoulTeau 
was  accufed  of  being  occafionally  in  his  writings  contra- 
dictory and  inconfequent.  "  J  tell  mankind/'  anfwered 
he,  "  what  I  really  think  true  at  the  time,  and  fo  1  perform 
u  my  engagements  with  them." 
VOL.  IV.  H  H 
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CARDINAL  DE  BRIENNE, 

ARCHBISHOP  OF  SENS.*. 

This  Prelate  was  of  a  Minifterial  family,  had 
fome  talents,  was  an  elegant  writer,  and,  like 
Vefpafian,  would  have  ever  appeared  dignus 
regnandi  Ji  non  regnajfet — capable  of  the  office  of 
Prime  Minifter  of  a  great  kingdom,  had  he  never 
been  placed  in  that  arduous  fituation. 

When  Archbifliop  of  Thouloufe,  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  polifhed  manners  and 
elegant  hofpitality.  His  Paftoral  Letter  Againft 
Burying  in  Churches  is  well  written,  and  forcibly 
expofes  that  abufe,  which,  like  the  torment  of 
Mezentius,  conjoins  the  living  with  the  dead, 
and  is  productive  of  many  mifchievous  effecfts 
on  the  healths  of  mankind. 

*  M.  de  Brienne's  great  grandfather  was  Secretary  of 
State  to  Anne  of  Auftria.  He  publifhed  his  Memoirs  in 
three  volumes  nmo.  for  the  ufe  of  his  fon.  They  are  very 
entertaining.  The  elder  brother  of  the  Cardinal  de  Brienne, 
the  Marquis,  had  his  arm  (hot  off  in  the  fatal  attack  of 
Fort  L'Afliette,  in  Savoy,  in  1 746.  He  was  requefted  to 
retire  to  his  tent.  "  No,  no,"  replied  he,  "  I  have  another 
mt  arm  left  for  the  fervice  of  my  King."  He  perfifted,  and 
was  foon  afterwards  killed  by  a  cannon-ball. 


"  O  ye," 
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W  O  ye,"  fays  he  in  his  Paftoral  Letter, 
my  dear  Brethren,  who  continue  to  think  our 
"  regulations  too  fevere   (although  we  have 
"  been  as  little  rigorous  as  poffible),  what  com- 
u  plaints  can  you  make,  what  objections  can 
"  you  oppofe  to  them  ?    Churches,  in  the 
early  times  of  our  holy  religion,  were  never 
"  made  ufe  of  as  the  fepultures  of  Ghriftians. 
"  They  feem  to  have  been  fo  little  intended 
"  for  that  purpofe,  that  in  the  office  for  the 
"  confecration  of  them,  according  to  a  learned 
"  Canon  Lawyer,  there  is  not  a  fingle  prayer 
"  that  relates  to  it,  though  there  are  fome  ex- 
<c  prefsly  deftined  for  the  confecration  of  church- 
"  yards  3  and  can  you  fuppofe  that  preten- 
"  fions,  againft  which  their  abufe  will  ever 
**  proteft,  can  prevail  againft  the  dignity  of  our 
M  facred  fabrics,  the  holinefs  of  our  altars,  and 
**  the  confervation  of  the  human  race  ? 

"  Will  you  then  have  recourfe  to  your  fitua* 
**  tion,  your  confequence,  the  rank  which  you 
"  hold  in  fociety  ? 

*  Our  grounds  of  confidence  are  fo  great, 
"  that  we  are  inclined  to  think  thofe  perfons 
"  who  have  the  greateft  claims  to  diftin&ion, 
"  will  be  the  laft  to  exert  thofe  claims.  Ex- 

ceptions  caufe  always  jealoufy  and  multiply 
H  h  2  "  pre- 
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u  pretentions.  Who  will  dare  to  complain 
"  when  the  prohibition  becomes  a  general  law  ? 
"  and  furely  in  the  grave  at  lead  there  ought  to 
"  be  no  exception  made  for  any  one.'* 

1VL  Hecquet  lays,  in  his  "  Colledion  of 
"  Tracts  relative  to  the  Exhumation  of  the 
"  great  Church  of  Dunkirk,"  that  the  town 
"  became  more  healthy  after  the  bodies  of 
u  thofe  who  had  been  buried  in  it  had  been 
"  taken  up.  The  houfe  of  the  God  of 
"  Mercy,"  fays  he,  "  then  ceafed  to  be  the 
"  cavern  of  Peftilence,  and  the  Sanftuary  of 
"  Religion  was  no  longer  the  grave  of  pollu- 
"  tion."  Similar  effefts  produce  fimilar  caufes  > 
and  when  the  exhalations  from  putrid  animal 
matter  are  added  to  the  fmoke,  the  filth,  and 
the  clofenefs,  of  great  towns,  the  philofopher 
will  behold  them  no  lefs  as  the  deftroyers  than 
the  corrupters  of  the  human  race  % 

*  See  Cc  Pieces  concernantles  Exhumations  faites  dans  VEglife 
"  de  St.  Eloy  en  D  tinker  que,  imprimees  et  publites  par  VOrdre  du 
44  Gouvernment)  Paris,  1785."  The  ancien  regime  of  France 
was  in  general  very  careful  of  the  lives  and  healths  of  its 
fubjecls,  within  the  kingdom  at  leaft.  Were  they  threatened 
with  any  epidemical  dileafe,  or  did  any  particular  complaint 
appear,  the  beft  PhyGcians  were  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  examine  into  the  nature  and  caufes  of  them;  and 
their  reports  were  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  King*  It 
did  not  wait  for  the  flow  and  uncertain  txertions  of  bene- 
volence 
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It  was  faid  of  Turgot,  and  of  his  predecef- 
for  in  the  finances,  Abbe  Terrai,  "  que  k  pre- 
"  mier  fit  ma/  le  bien>  et  que  le  fecond fit  bien  le 
"  ma/.99  There  might  be  fome  truth  in  this  5 
for  Turgot,  with  the  beft  intentions  in  the 

volence  in  the  individual;  it  confidered  itfelf  as  the  "  nurf- 
"  ing  father  and  the  nurfing  mother  of  its  people."  The 
fame  remarks  may  be  extended  to  any  improvement  in 
Agriculture,  Manufactures,  Navigation,  &c.  The  ableft 
Chemifb,  the  beft  Mechanics,  &c.  were  employed  and  paid 
by  Government  to  make  experiments,  to  furnifti  models,  &c. 
a  paternal  care  well  worthy  the  notice  of  other  Govern- 
ments, who,  though  bleffed  with  more  freedom,  are  but  too 
apt  to  have  lefs  attention  and  ufe  a  lefs  degree  of  exertion 
refpecting  thefe  objects.  The  merit  indeed  of  a  chemical 
procefs  to  arreft  tiie  baleful  power  of  contagion,  discovered 
by  a  learned,  polifhed,  and  benevolent  Phyfician,  has  lately 
attracted  the  notice  of  our  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  induced 
it  to  make  ufe  of  a  method  fo  fimple  and  fo  certain  to  pre- 
ferve  the  healths  and  the  lives  of  thofe  perfons  committed 
to  their  care.  No  remuneration  nor  no  diftinclions  have  as 
yet  attended  the  difcoverer,  who  in  this,  as  in  fome  other 
benevolent  exertions,  has  merely  been  gratified  with  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  his  own  virtuous  mind;  thofe  applaufes  which 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  liberal  and  intelligent  practice  has 
ever  fecured  to  him.— See  "  A  Letter  addrefled  by  James 
4-  Carmichael  Smyth,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  to  Lord  Spencer." 

h  h  3  world, 
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world,  was  perhaps  rather  too  precipitate  in 
fome  of  his  meafures.  He  fuppofed  the  reft 
of  mankind  to  be  as  honeft,  as  virtuous,  and 
as  intelligent  as  himfelf,  but  was  mod  fatally 
deceived.  Turgot  innovated  many  things  in 
the  French  Government  :— the  things  were 
very  probably  in  themfelves  right,  but  the 
Nation  was  not  perhaps  in  a  proper  ftate  to  re- 
ceive them.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  upright 
but  imprudent  Minifter  gave  rife  to  the  follow- 
ing verfes,  which  were  written  in  1777,  and 
which  were  called  "  La  Prophetie  Turgotine  " 
a  prophecy,  alas  !  too  cruelly  verified  by  the 
rapine,  the  maffacres,  the  regicides  and  the  facri- 
lege  which  have  fucceeded. 

PROPHETIE  TURGOTINE, 

FAITE  EN  L'ANNEE  £777. 
SUR  i/AIR,  "SI  LE  ROI  M'AVOIT  DONNE  PARIS, 
&C,  &C." 

VI VENT  tous  nos  beaux  efprits 

Encyclopediftes  ! 
Du  bonheur  Francois  epns, 

Grands  Economiftes. 
Par  leurs  foins  au  temps  d'Adam 
Nous  reviendrons,  c'eft  leur  plan  : 

Momus  les  affiite, 
O  gue, 

Momus  les  affifte ! 
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Cc  n'eft  pas  de  nos  bouquins 

Que  vient  leur  fcience; 
En  eux  ces  fiers  Palladins 

Ont  la  fapience : 
Les  Colbert  et  les  Sully 
Nous  paroiflent  grands ;  mais  fi  ? 

Ce  n'eft  qu'ignorance, 
O  gue, 

Ce  n'eft  qu'ignorance ! 

On  verra  tous  les  etats 

Entre  eux  fe  confondre, 
Les  pauvres  fur  leurs  grabats 

Ne  plus  fe  morfondre; 
Des  biens  on  fera  des  lots, 
Qui  rendront  les  gens  egaux 

Le  bel  oeuf  a  pondre, 
O  gue, 

Le  bel  oeuf  a  pondre  ! 

Du  meme  pas  marcheront 

Noblefte  et  roture ; 
Les  Francois  retourneront 

Au  droit  de  nature. 
Adieu  Parlement  et  Loix, 
Et  Dues  et  Princes  et  Rois  ! 

La  bonne  aventure, 
O  gue, 

La  bonne  aventure ! 


H  H  4 


Puis 
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Puis  devenus  vertueux 

Par  philofophie, 
Les  Francois  auront  des  Dieux 

A  leur  fantaifie. 

***** 

Alors  Tamour  et  furete 

Entre  (ceurs  et  freres, 
Sacrements  et  parente 

Seront  des  chimeres; 
Chaque  pere  imitera 
Noe  quand  il  s'enivra. 

Liberie  pleniere, 
O  gue, 

Liberte  pleniere  ! 

Plus  de  Moines  langoureux, 

De  plaintives  Nonnes, 
Au  lieu  d'adrefler  aux  Cieux 

Matines  et  Nones, 
On  verra  ces  malheureux 
Danfer,  abjurant  leur  vgeux, 

Galante  chaconne, 
O  gue, 

Galante  chaconne ! 

Partifans  des  novations. 

La  fine  fequelle 
La  France  des  nations 

Sera  le  modele. 
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Et  cet  honneur  nous  devrons 
Au  Turgot  et  compagnons, 

Befogne  immortelle, 
O  gue, 

Befogne  immortelle  I 

A  qui  devrons  nous  le  plus! 

C'eft  a  notre  maitre, 
Qui  fe  croyant  un  abus, 

Ne  voudra  plus  l'etre  *. 
Ah !  qu'il  taut  aimer  le  bien 
Pour  de  Roi,  n'etre  plus  rien, 

J'enverrois  tout  paitre, 
O  gue, 

J'enverrois  tout  paitre ! 

This  "  Prophetic"  was  written  by  M.  de 
Lille,  a  Captain  in  the  French  fervice  at  the 
time  in  which  that  virtuous  and  learned  Mi- 
nifter  made  his  reforms  in  the  Government  of 
France;  reforms  which,  however  dicftated  by 
the  greateft  purity  of  intention,  and  emanating 
from  a  mind  moft  highly  cultivated  and  in- 

*  This  relates  to  what  the  unfortunate  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth laid  to  M.  de  Mahherbe,  when  that  Minilter  of  State 
jdefu  ed  his  Sovereign  to  permit  him  to  refign  :  "  Que  rous 
44  ttes  heureux,  Mcvjieur  !  que  je  puis  fas  m*en  aller  aujji. — How 
M  happy  you  are,  Sir  !  Why  cannot  I  refign  too?"  Louis 
faid  one  day  of  M.  Turgor,  "  He  and  I  are  the  only  per- 
44  Tons  in  the  country  who  have  a  regard  for  the  people." 

formed, 
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formed,  were  but  ill  calculated  for  the  com- 
fort  and  happinefs  of  a  People  who  pufti  every 
thing  to  extremes,  and  feem  to  have  been  daz- 
zled and  to  have  become  wild  at  the  mere  dawn 
of  that  liberty,  to  the  fplendor  of  which  they 
had  been  fo  little  accuilomed*. 

M.Turgot  always  gave  his  teftimony  in  favour 
of  the  virtue  and  good  intentions  of  the  late 
unfortunate  Monarch  of  his  country :  "  Nous 
"  avons  un  Roi  hornet e  homme"  he  ufed  always 
to  fay — "  We  have  a  King  who  is  an  honeft 

*  Corruptio  optime  eft  peffima,  fay  the  fchools, — the  abufe 
of  any  thing  is  more  dangerous  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
trinfic  excellence.  A  Poet  has  feigned  that  Milton  became 
blind,  in  confequence  of  the  a£tual  appearance  of  the  God- 
defs  of  Liberty  to  him.  The  mere  fhadow  of  that  auguft 
and  venerable  Divinity  has  ofFufcated  the  mental  eye  of 
the  French  nation,  and  excited  it  to  the  indulgence  of 
thofe  rude  and  turbulent  paffions  by  which  the  molt  deteft- 
able  tyrants  themfelves  have  been  diftinguifhed,  avarice, 
revenge,  and  cruelty,  the  violation  of  every  principle  of 
juflice,  and  the  profanation  of  every  facred  rite.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  themfelves  and  their  neighbours,  if, 
like  the  ancient  Cappadocians,  they  had  refufed  that  freedom 
which  was  offered  them  by  the  humane  and  virtuous  Turgot ; 
as  by  their  abufe  of  that  ineftimable  bleflmg,  the  fource  of 
every  exalted  energy  of  the  human  mind,  they  have  con- 
verted it  into  a  curfe,  as  well  to  themfelves  as  to  the  other 
nations  of  Europe* 

"  man." 
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*  man."  Poor  Turgot  fhould  have  looked 
into  that  oracle  of  human  wifdom,  Lord  Bacon, 
\Vho  would  have  told  him,  "  It  is  not  good  to 
u  try  experiments  on  bodies  politic,  except  the 
"  neceflity  be  urgent,  or  the  utility  evident ; 
"  and  to  take  good  care  that  it  be  the  defire  of 
u  reformation  that  draws  on  the  change,  and 
"  not  the  defire  of  change  that  projects  on  the 
"  reformation.    Further,"  adds  his  Lordfliip, 

*  all  novelty,  though  perhaps  it  mufh  not  be  re- 
"  jeded,  yet  ought  ever  to  be  held  fufpe&ed ; 
"  and  laftly,  as  the  Scripture  dire&s,  State 
"  fuper  vias  antiquas — Let  us  make  a  ftand  upon 
"  the  antient  ways,  and  then  look  about  us, 
"  and  difcover  what  is  the  ftraighteft  and  right 
w  -  way,  and  fo  walk  in  it." 


M.  CHAMFORT 

fays  in  his  "  Maxims," 

ff  The  laws  that  refped  a  fecret,  and  a  fum 
"  of  money  entrufted  to  a  man,  fliould  ftand 
M  upon  the  fame  foundation. 

"  One  of  my  friends,  a  man  of  very  deli- 
u  cate  health,  but  of  great  ftrength  of  cnarac- 
f  "  ter, 
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"  ter,  ufed  to  fay  of  himfelf,  "  I  am  as  well 
"  the  reed  that  bends  and  never  breaks,  as  the 
f*  oak  that  breaks  and  never  bends,  homo  inte- 

"  rior  totus  nervus. 

u  A  man  without  chara&er  is  a  thing,  not 
*  a  man. 

"  A  man  without  principles  is  commonly  a 
u  man  without  character.  Had  he  been  born 
*4  with  a  character,  he  muft  have  feen  the  ne- 
**  ceffity  of  forming  to  himfelf  principles  con- 
"  fiftent  with  it. 

"  Philofophy,  like  the  art  of  Medicine,  con- 
w  tains  a  great  deal  of  traflh,  very  few  reme- 
"  dies,  and  hardly  any  fpecifics. 

H  Vanity  caufes  a  man  to  exert  his  talents 
"  more  forcibly  than  he  otherwife  would  have 
"  done.  Put  a  flick  to  a  piece  of  pointed  iron 
"  it  becomes  a  dart,  add  a  few  feathers  to  it 
"  and  it  becomes  an  arrow. 

"  Weak  men  are  to  rogues  and  defigning 
"  perfons  what  light  troops  are  to  an  army; 
"  who  do  more  mifchief  than  the  army  itfelf 
"  by  fcouring  and  ravaging  the  country. 

"  If 
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"  If  a  man  really  wiChes  to  avoid  being  a 
S5  quack,  he  fliould  never  get  upon  a  ftagej 
"  but  if  once  he  has  played  his  tricks  upon  it, 
M  he  mufl  continue  them,  or  fubmit  to  have 

Hones  thrown  at  him  by  the  populace. 

"  Moft  men  are  Haves,  becaufe  they  cannot 
"  pronounce  the  monofy liable  "  No,"  and  are 
"  unable  to  live  alone. 

a  General  maxims  are,  in  the  conduft  of 
"  life,  what  routine  is  in  certain  arts.  Situa- 
"  tions  in  each  occafionally  arife,  which  require 
M  fomething  beyond  them."  / 


ABBE  BROTIER, 

the  Editor  and  Tranflator  of  Tacitus,  was  a 
Jefuit.  u  No  one,"  fays  his  Biographer,  "  ever 
"  more  rigidly  pradtifed  the  maxim  of  the  an- 
"  cient  Philofopher,  "live  concealed.' 9  Many 
"  of  his  ovvn  excellent  maxims  ftill  remain  in 
u  the  memory  of  his  friends." 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  as  a  man  could  not 
M  alwavs  do  what  he  wifhed  to  do,  to  enfure 

"  the 
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"  the  peace  and  the  tranquillity  of  his  life, 
"  he  ought  to  be  contented  with  doing  that 
"  which  he  ought  to  do. 

H  The  great  fources  of  happinefs  are  under- 
"  {landing  and  cheerfulnefs.  Nothing  in  the 
<c  world  can  be  fet  againft  them  ;  and  they  can 
cc  ftand  in  the  ftead  of  every  thing.'* 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  in  proportion  as  the 
"  Government  was  in  the  hands  of  more  per- 
"  fons,  it  was  always  more  unjuft.  Obferve," 
faid  he,  11  in  the  Roman  Provinces  governed 
**  by  the  Senate,  to  what  an  excefs  tyranny  and 
"  rapine  were  carried  by  the  avarice  of  the 
a  Pro-Confuls,  and  by  the  power  of  impunity 
"  which  they  poffeffed ;  being  matters  them- 
"  felves  of  the  Senate,  and  friends  and  relations 
"  of  the  Senators,  the  only  Judges  of  their  ill- 
"  behaviour/' 

"  There  are  three  things  in  the  world,"  faid 
he,  "  that  know  no  kind  of  reftraint,  and  are 
u  governed  by  no  laws,  but  merely  by  pafTion 
sc  and  brutality : — civil  wars,  family  quarrels* 
6t  and  religious  difputes." 

He  agreed  with  Tacitus*  that  hereditary 
power  depended  entirely  upon  chance  and  upon 
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birth,  and  that  ele&ivc  power  was  fuppofed  to 
depend  upon  an  enlightened  and  well-confidered 
choice.  u  But,"  added  he,  "  the  opinions  of 
"  mankind  are  fo  little  founded  in  truth,  that 
"  the  long  experience  of  paft  ages  has  taught 
4>  us,  that  we  owe  more  of  our  greateft  and 
"  mod  excellent  Princes  to  birth  than  to 
"  choice." 

A  little  elegant  and  entertaining  work  of  Abbe 
Brotier  was  publiflied  after  his  death,  intitled, 
"  Paroles  Memorables"  i2tno.  of  which  much 
life  has  been  made  in  this  Collection- 
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